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Series of Letters on uſeful and n 
Subjects, muſt be for many Reaſons, very 
acceptable to the Publick ; 3 and if juſt Applauſe ' 
ought to attend the executing ſuch a : DeGen well, 
there is certainly ſome Merit, in having attempted 


it. To join Inſtruction and Amuſement was al- 


ways thought commendable ; in the preſent Age 
it is become neceſſary. People ſeem to think, they 
were born for no other Purpoſe, but to be pleal- 
ed, and whoever has a Mind to tell them, that 
there are ſome other 'Things, not altogether un- 
worthy their Notice, muſt have a Care how he ex- 


| ecutes ſo delicate a Commiſſion, at leaſt if he de- 


fires to be heard. Under a full Perſwaſion of this, 
all the Precautions that were poſſible, hath the 


Author of this Work taken, whether he ſhall ſuc- 
ceed or not, is, Reader, wholly in thy Power. But 


that it may appear, what has been already ſaid, 
is a plain Matter of Fact, and not an empty Com- 
pliment, in order to captivate your Attention, for 


his Sake and yours, let us take a ſhort View of what 


this Work contains, from whence it will appear 
how well he has executed his Plan, and whether 


it will anſwer your Purpoſe to go any further. 
A 2 4 The 55 
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iv PREFACE. 
The firſt Book contains an affecting Hiſtory, 
of Adventures in private Life; in which the Paſ- 
ſions are ſuitably treated, their Sources and their 
Conſequences ſhewn, the conſtitutional Contra- 
riety of the Sexes clearly expreſſed, the Action 
lively and pleaſing, Incidents ſurprizing, without 
being unnatural, and the Cataſtrophe happy, as 
it ought to be, in order to incline young Minds 
| to Virtue, and eſtabliſh an Opinion, that plain 
| direct and honeſt Proceedings are the ſhorteſt 
{ as well as ſureſt Paths to honourable Ends. In this 
| firſt Book the Characters are marked, in which, 
the ſubſequent Correſpondence is ſuſtained, and 
the Reader has from thence an Opportunity of 
Judging how well they are ſupported throughout. 
The Tranſition being well contrived, from the 
en Billets of Lovers, to the calm and ſerious 
etters of two Friends, full of a generous Zeal 
for the Welfare of Mankind, and penetrated with 
the moſt perfect Eſteem for each other, founded 
on a thorough Knowledge of their reſpective 
Characters, and not at all injured by an avowed 
Difference in Sentiments, on ſome great Points. 
The ſecond Book exhibits ſome free and can- 
did Remarks, made in travelling thro' Countries 
that make an agreable Contraſt, as being very 
remote from each other, and oppoſite in almoſt 
all the great Circumſtances, of Climate, Product, 
and Inhabitants. 'Theſe Obſervations are general, 
and uſeful in their Nature, and point, out, in a 
practical manner, the real Benefits that reſult _ 
from Travel, and from the deliberate Peruſal 
of Voyages, and modern Hiftorians, We ſee 


in 


WE 
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in theſe Letters, how certain a Thing i it 1s, that 


the human Species, tho' frem their Modes of Liv- 


—— ů— ee 


ing they ſeem ſo very different, are in Effect the 


ſame; and that when the Veil which Cuſtom and 
Prejudice draws over our Eyes, 1s once removed, 
we may diſtinguiſh the like Mixture of Chark- 


ters in all Nations, and the great Wiſdom of 


Providence, in ſo adjuſting the Tempers of Men, 
by Education and Habit, that the native Soil, un- 
der whatever | Climate it lies, is equally dear to 
them, tho' it may appear ever fo diſtaſteful, 
inſupportable to others. A due Conſideration of 
this, is certainly the moſt proper Means to cor- 
rect that Contempt, which People of narrow 
Notions, and limited Knowledge, are apt to en- 
tertain, of all who were born without the Limits 
of their own Country. The Turks, as barbarous 
as we make them, expreſs themſelves ſmartly in 
a Proverb upon this Subject. They ſay, when 
they hear a Perſon undervaluing Countries and 
Nations in the Lump, This Man ts a Stranger 
ever aobere, but in bis Father's Houſe. 

he third Book is a kind of Syſtem of Oeco- 


nomics, and tho probably it will not be found the 


moſt agreeable, yet we may venture to affirm, it 
will not appear the leaſt uſeful in this Collection. 


The judicious Lord Bacon ſays of his Eſſays, that 


he found them the moſt generally eſteemed of all 
his Writings, becauſe they came home to Men's 
private Affairs, and enabled them to make a right 
Judgment of the common Occurrences in Life. 
There! is, in Truth, no Subject which ſtands in 
need of more Explanation than this, and yet 
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ſcarce any Subject has been ſo dom treated. 
The giving Advice is a Thing of the moſt deli- 
cate Nature, and in which it is moſt difficult to 
ſucceed. For if a Man writes warmly, it ſeems 
to be too aſſuming, and if we are exceedin 

cautious, it is a Hundred to one, that the Perſon 
to whom one writes, finds us exceeding cold, and 
pays but little Regard to Arguments, that are 
preſſed but faintly. The old Rule of Horace re- 


mains inconteſtably true, to move others, you 
| muſt ſhew, that you are yourſelf moved. 


We are next entertained with Remarks on 
Poetry in general, which gradually deſcend into 
regular Introductions to the Hiſtory of the ſeve- 
ral Kinds of Poeſy, which have flouriſhed in this 
Country. There are ſome new Characters intro- 
duced in this Book, with which a judicious Rea- 
der will probably be at leaſt, as well pleaſed, as 
with lany he has ſeen before. There is great 


Freedom reigns throughout this Criticiſm, in 


which however nothing of ill Nature will be diſ- 
covered. This is not the Author's Failing ; he is 
very ent where commend, where he can, and to 
be ſilent Where he cannot. He uſed ſome Art 

in quitting this Subject, when he had executed 


his Plan, and leaves the Reader to diſcover from 


Experience, that his Meaning was no more than 
to afford him certain Lights in Criticiſm, to be 
applied occaſionally by his own Judgment. 

Hiſtory is treated in the next Book, in the 


ſome Manner as Poetry had been before, the 
- Author having two Things eſpecially in View: 


* irſt, to inculcate the great Eaſe of finding ra- 
tional 
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tional Employments ſufficient to qualify the So- 
litude of a rural Retirement; and next that in 
Poetry, Hiſtory, and whitever elſe can be con- 
ſidered in a rational Light, we ought to prefer 
Enquiries that reſpect the Inhabitants of our 
own Country, to thoſe of other People. In the 


_ , Specimens that are here given us, the Hiſtories 


are clearly and plainly told, becauſe they are 
taken from very remote Times, which rendered 
any Precautions needleſs. This was not the Caſe, 
with regard to a late Collection, entitled, Con- 
STANTIA, in which the Hiſtory of the Protector 
and Uncle of Edward VI. under the Title of 
Count de St. Maurice, and the prudential Maxims 
of the great Founder of Blenheim, are ſo con- 
cealed, that I perſuade myſelf they have been but 
little underſtood ; tho' in themſelves both curious 
and, entertaining. 

The laſt Book is of a very miſcellaneous Na- . 
ture, and contains Inſtances of very different kinds 
of Writing, in which the Solemnity of the two 
Epiſtles of T/ heodorus, can ſcarce fail of pleaſing 
the Reader in his ſerious Moments, or of giving 
him a new Proſpect of ſuch Events as are eſteem- 
cd the moſt mortifying Accidents in human Life. 
The Legend of Poverty, differs from every Thing 
in the Book, except the ſhort Elegiac Poem, in- 
titled, The Journey of Life. The two Chineſe 
Stories are free Tranſlations, and the laſt Letter 
is intended to juſtify the Publication, or at leaſt 
to account for it. | 
Upon the Whole, it will appear, the Author 
has uſed his beſt Endeayours to accommodate 


the 


rr 
the Lovers of Epiſtolary Writing, with a great 
Variety of Pieces, written in all the different 
Styles of which ſuch familiar Compoſitions are 
capable. To have done this in a dry Manner, by 
heaping one Letter upon another, and placing 
the Subjects at the Head, would have been te- 
dious and conſequently uſeleſs ; as it is, the 
Reader finds Entertainment and Inſtruction mix- 
ed, and has the Satisfaction of contemplating 
Moral Truths, in a Dreſs that is not either la- 
viſhly gay, or contemptibly plain. 
There remains one Thing more before we part, 
which tho' an attentive Reader would eafily 
have diſcovered ; it is neverthelefs the proper Bu- 
ſineſs of this Preface to mention. Theſe Letters 
were written many Years ago, before the late 
Mar with France, when the Moderation of the 
pacific Fleury was as univerſally acknowledged, 
as it 18 now generally contemned, by thoſe who 
receive the Benefit of it, and who very probably 
may live, to lament the Loſs of him. It is true, 
theſe Letters might have been altered, but not 
without injuring the Plan; and therefore it was 
. thought better to leave them to the Peruſer's 
if Candour, who cannot but have. ſome Complai- 
ſance for one who has taken fo much Pains, 
with no 1 Purpoſe than to oblige him, and 


who diſdains any other Patron than the Public. 
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FLOKIMOND  EMELIA.. 


FaiR 1 


P vou meant laſt & Night to be. ex · 
tremely malicious, you certainly ſuc- 
5 I ceeded; you diſtinguiſhed yourſelf 
by ſevere Reflections on. our Sex, 
and you mortified me by point- 
ing all thoſe Reflections againſt a 
very trivial Expreſſion, which eſcaped | me” by 
Chance. Well, Madam, you railed at Men, but 
n don't believe Mankind are much affected with 
you have tortured your Admirer, merely be- 

= 4 he is ſo. Is not this playing the Tyrant? 
TIP" wy. the late Emperor of Morocco uſed to 
B | Fog 
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8 8 all the Princes of Europe: but they did 
not much regard it, becauſe they were out of his 
Reach; but when he threatened his Slaves, they 
trembled like me, becauſe they were at his 
p Mercy. 

You twice mention'd Alonzo to * moſt 5 
mane Lady, who put you upon declaiming ; ſhall 
I aſk you who that Alonzo was? Perhaps ſome 
Tale hangs thereon, not unlike that which the 
Spectator tells us of Yarico and Inłle; but grant it 
ſo, or worſe, it only proves that there are Mon- 
ſters among Men, and not that Men are Mon- 
ſters. You may, without queſtion, if you will ran- 
ſac all your Novels and Romances, pick up a 
hundred Inſtances of Falfhood, Treachery, and 
Baſeneſs; but of what Uſe they will be to you 
when they are piek'd up, I cannot ſay, unleſs it 
ſhould be to encourage you in the laudable Pro- 
ject of either turning Nun abroad, or living an 
old Maid at home. : 

Believe me, Madam, Men of 8 think as 
contemptibly of bad Men, as any of you Ladies 
can do: they ſcorn to undertake their Defence, 
and therefore it is Cruelty to upbraid them with 
Stories of their Miſdeeds; their Faults regard not 
them, why then ſhould their Puniſhment ? That 
they are Men as well as we, 1s true; but that we 


are-as bad as they, for that very Roaſts, would _ 
| be an odd Inference. 


N iT hy Man to Man muſt ever be ally d, 
As of one Maſs alike in Birth and Dandy 
Still, in their Worth, Men differ much from Men. 
So of one Matter Stones are all compos' d, 
: Yet on the Gravel with Contempt we tread ; 
V bile Diamonds _ on the Brows of Rings. 


1 


Be 


5 | % 


The RATTONAL AMUSEMENT. 3 
Be it your Pride ſtill to diſtinguiſh Worth, 
And mine, to aim at Worth, that you may prize. 


St. Edmonds- Bury, Your faithful 


Tueſday Evening. 
FLORIMOND. 


LETTER it 
27 FLORIMOND. 


| Good Grave 81 k, | . 
Have read your Epiſtle, icht is, in ſober 


Sadneſs, a very moral and a very rational 
Diſcourſe; only methinks it is a little too ſolemn, 
conſidering the Subject was a Woman's Wit. 1 
grant you that J was a little malicious, and that 
it is fit you ſhould know ſomething of the Story 
of Alonzo. I wou'd fain put you in good 
Humour, if I could ; and therefore I will firſt 
tell you the Tale, and then ſay a Word or two 
of the Occaſion of it. 

Laſt Summer, there was a fine Gentleman from 
London lodg'd in our Neighbourhood ; by Degrees 
he became known to ſeveral Families hereabouts, 
and among the reſt to that of a Clergyman of my 
Acquaintance. The Doctor's eldeſt Daughter was 
a Wit; ſhe had read whole Shelves full of Roman- 
ces, ſpelt better than moſt of her Sex, and ven- 
tur'd now and then to make Verſes; our Lon- 
doner, whoſe Taſte had taken a like Turn, was 
mightily ſmitten with her. To cut my Story 

B 2 ſhort, 
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ſhort, an Amour was commenc'd, Billets aſſed 
between them, which were ſign'd by him Alonzo, 
and by her Elvira; one of them fell into her Fa- 
ther's Hands, who ſhow'd it to my Mother, and 
as Women arc communicative, myſelf and that 
humane Lady, as you call her, got a Sight of it; 


its Ending ! thall never forget, thus it ran: 


C ur Fondneſs, feoeet One, ſpall at length become 
Love's Standard; ſo that future Folks ſhall ſay, 
Ihen they wou'd paint @ Peſſion pure and bright, 
T hey're faukful as Alonzo and Eivira. | 


The Doctor, who, it ſeems, did not at all ap- 
prove this ſort of Preaching, ſent his Daughter 
into Oxfordſtire: upon which Alonzo fell fo ill, 
that his Relations thought proper to ſend for him | 
to Londen; but my Brother, who 1s come from 
thence laſt W. eek, informs me that, by the Help 
of the Town Air, and the Town Diverſions, he 
recover'd ſo effectually in fix Weeks, that he com- 
pleted a Match his Mother had 4 for him, 
with a rich Haberdaſter's Daughter he had neve: 


ſcen till his Return thither; . this without the 


leaſt Enquiry after Elvire, or his Mother's Hand- 
maid Suſanna, with whom, two Years before he 
weu'd certainly have contracted Matrimony, if 
he had not becn happily baniſhed into our Part of 


Suffolk. 


This, Florimend, is the Story of Alenzo, 15 
which I believe you will ſee nothing ſhining or 
uncommon z nothing of the Wonderful that 


E iga tells me was in the Story of the North 
Britiſh Lady, who died ſo ſtrangely on her Wed- 
ding Night; which with a ſober Face, and a Train 


of curious Circumſtances, you were pleaſed to tel] 


at our Tea-Table, the Day I went with my Aunt 


. £0 
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to Cambridge. Indeed, Sir, it had a mighty 
happy Effect; the whole Family was full of it 
when I came home, and old Nurſe began to re- 
peat it with Tears, when ſhe went to conduct us to 
Bed : what View you had in frighting ſo many 
innocent Females I know not, but ſuppoſing my - 
ſelf ſome way concern'd, I confeſs my Intention 
to mortify, t'other Night. I wou'd not hear 
your Story from Nurſe or Harriot, ſo write it as 
you dread the Frown 


Oo your Tyrant, 
EMELIA. 


BS 2 co wwell your Lines 265 ibe a Woman” s Liſe, 
. Unwed a Gem, a Pebble when , a Wife! © 


LETT. RK: 
 FLORIMOND  EMELIA, 


| e ON E, 


N Love and in Loyalty, Obedience is N 

the beſt Expreſſion of Duty; I ſhall there- 
fore ſend you the Story you are pleaſed to treat 
ſo ſeverely, and, in ſpite of your Raillery, am 
very wel] pleaſed you would not receive it from 
another Hand. Your hopeful, Couſin, who is 
always doing me one good Turn or other, in- 
tory a Diſcourſe of the unlucky Conſequen- 
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6 The RATIONAL AMUSEMENT. 
ces which ſometimes attend Breaches of Faith 
in Love; I am now perſuaded ſhe did it malici- 


ouſly, but at that Time look'd upon it as an inno- 
cent and caſual Topick, on which it is very poſſi- 


ble I might talk with more than uſual Warmth. 


Words of vs With eaſy Current ow, 
Fhen we diſcourſe of T hings that well we know. 
But when the Heart impels, *tis then they run 
Like Torrents over Mountains. rolling down, 
Where much of Forceand little Fudgment”s ſhown, 


After this ſhort Excuſe, perhaps you will think 
my Tale not ſo abſurd ; and as to its being incre- 
dible, all I can ſay to char is, that ] had it from the 
Mouth of a Gentleman of great Worth and Ho- 
nour, who would not have uttered. a Falſehood 


| knowingly, as he muſt have done, if this had been 


ſo. A Lady in Scotland, of a great Family, had, 
with the Conſent of her Relations, promiſed 
Marriage to a Gentleman of equal Birth; and 
afterwards, for Reaſons beſt known to herſelf, 
broke her Promiſe, which I conceive was not 
much to her Reputation; and thereby broke his 
Heart: ſuch is the Force of manly Paſſion! Some 


Years after this, the Lady made a ſecond Promiſe, 


which, to ſhew ſhe would not be true even to In- 


conſtancy, ſhe kept. The Wedding was celebrated 


at her Father's Houſe, who entertained his own 


and the Bridegroom's Relations, in a Dining- 
Room under the Nuptial Bed-chamber ; when 


Night was come, and the married Pair were put 


to Bed, the Company returned to this Dining- 


Room, diſpoſed; to continue their Mirth for ſome 
Hours. They had not been there long before a 


great Noiſe was heard above; for ſome Time the 


4 | mas 
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Lady's Father would not ſuffer any Body to go up, 
but upon its encreaſing, himſelf and another Gen- 
tleman went to the Chamber Door, and receiving 
no Anſwer, on repeated Calls to the Bridegroom, 
they broke open the Door; then it was they diſ- 
cover'd the moſt diſmal Spectacle that can be ima- 
gin'd; the young Gentleman in ftrong Convul- 
ſions on the F loor, the Lady fitting up in her 
Bed with her Head leaning on her Arm, but 
without Life, and almoſt without Heat. This, 


Madam, is the Story as T heard it, without Exag- 


geration; and leave you to judge how applicable 
it was to the Subject under Conſideration, and 
what Right I had to bring it in. 

Tou will forgive me, Madam, if, after ſo me- 
lancholly a Relation, I conclude this Letter ſome- 
what more gravely than uſual. Marriage is a very 
ſerious Thing, and I never knew any Body trifle 
with it, but they found Cauſe to repent ſuch” à 
Conduct: This is the true Reaſon why cannot be 


ſo gay as perhaps ſome other of your Admirers; 


but this I hope will not draw either my Sincerity, 


or my good Nature into . the former is 


ſeldom demonſtrated by laughing, and the latter, 


when attended with Levity, is not ſc much a» 


good Quality as a Weakneſs. This I know,” that 


4 


in all 1 I raw and ets: ſhall =, en "io 


Your devoted Servant, 
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ET TER W. 
EMELIA to, FLORIMOND. 


35 fiber Los 17 


HAVE receiv'd and read with oreat Edifice- 
tion your laſt Epiftle; but as you Fare a Man of 
Verſe, I wonder you did not digeſt it into a Bal- 
lad, under the Title of, The broken Vow; or, the 
falſe Lady's Fall, Lo the Tune of Aim not too high, 
Grjm King vf the Ghoſt, or, The Children in the Wood. 
But now 1 think on't, Mr. Dryden has a Tale to 
this Purpoſe, and a very moving one it is; ſo you 
choſe to write in Proſe, to avoid contending with 
ſo great a Maſter. © Indeed you are very modeſt, 
: 6516; you gone about it, I am verily perſuaded. 
Dou would have out-done him, at pan in Moral: 
* Reflections. | 55 * 


N. 
* — 
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1 2 when the Hhart ih 205 r ah teach, 
4 E ben we with mighty Sutceſs preach; 

"4%, Conjure up good old Womens Fears, 

Till cus tb . in Sighs and Tears. 


I proteſt I am 15 affected with 3 . 
that I think I could attempt ſomething myſelt 
in the ſame Taſte, if William and Margaret 
did not ſtand in my Way. Beſides, there's 
the old Ballad of The wand ring Prince of Troy, 
and Patient Grigzel, tho' as to any Thing in 
Proſe, as ſolemn and as well atteſted as your 
heart- wounding Relation, I confeſs I know 


not 
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know not where to meet with it; but aſſure you 


I will moſt induſtriouſly enquire for ſuch a one 


among all the ancient Ladies of my own and my 


Mother's Acquaintance : I did but mention my 
Mother, and here ſhe is. 

You Lovers are a ſortof F oolif always unlucky 
in your Prophecies here is ſome Miſchief brew- 
ing in the Family, but I know not what; Mamma 
has made me a moſt tedious Sermon on Decorum, 
Quality, and what ſhe calls laudable Ambition. 


What ſhe aims at I cannot with all my Penetras 


tion diſcover but of this I am convinced, that 


it bodes us no Good; for ſhe told me ſhe nals 


perſuade my F ather not to go to your Uncle's in 


the Holidays, as he promiſed; but I believe that 
will be a hard Taſk; for as our old Gentleman 
ſeldom gives his Word, to. I never. Hen him 


break 1 it. 


It is very poſſible] Wann not have. an fn 


GS. 
A % 


' nity of writing to you again in haſte, I mean di- 


rectly; for I ſhall always find a Method of corref- 
Ponding, by a Way of which you little thought, 
that is, by the Means of my hopeful Couſin, as 
you call her: ſhe is ſo far from being your Ene 
my, that ſhe is the only Perſon. I can; truſt in this 
Affair, and never raillied you, with any other 
View than to make your Sincerity more appa- 
rent. See, Sir, another Stroke of female Poli- 


tics, and reſt fatisfied that Women are inſcrutable. 


As to that, you may think ſo as long as you 
pleaſe; but as to female Sincerity, I don't know 
what to ſay, methinks I would not have you 
entertain any Doubt about it; if I were in better 
Temper, perhaps I ſhould give you ſame Reue 


ſons; ; as it is, believe it for che Sake of, 
E M E L H | 
LE T TEM 
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LETTER v. 


1 * 


FLORIMOND 'to E ME L IA. 


"Mp eroſt 6; my Heard, 


HAVE always admired, however charming 
your Perſon, the Perfections of your Mind, 


rather than that Bloom of Beauty which may be 


in the Power of Accident, and muſt feel that of 
Age; but your Conduct and that of your Coulin's, 
have, as you judiciouſly remark, given me ſuch 
an Idea of female Policy, that to ſpeak ingenuouſ- 
ly, ſets it above any other kind of Policy that Fam 
acquainted with; for if to be always ſucceſsful, if 
always to ſurprize, if to penetrate all Things, and- 
to remain undiſcovered by all Perſons, conſtitute 
true Policy, then to me it would not ſeem ſtrange, 
if all the Empires of the Earth were govern*d- 
by Women; and perhaps, if the Curtains of all 


Cabinets were drawn, it gue not yore: more 
Erange than true. 


The Steadineſs you expreſs, * the Aſſuranees 
given me by your Couſin, leave me nothing to fear, 
but that ill Fortune may oppreſs ſo many good 
Qualities; and that, while I admire their Excel- 
lence, I may be driven to deplore the Occaſion. 
of ſeeing them diſplay'd. I am led to theſe grave 
Reflections by an Accident that has happen'd, 
not only within the Compaſs of my Knowledge, 
but almoſt under my Eye. There lives in this 
* a Lady almoſt as accompliſh'd as 

yourlelt,. 
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yourſelf, and not above three Years older; ſhe is 
the Wife of a Gentleman of Diſtinction, ** the 
Daughter of a Man, who, when living, was of 
ſtill greater Diſtinction. Her Huſband, who is 
not leſs ſenſible, or leſs good natur'd than young 
Gentleman uſually are, hath lately taken it into 
his Head to keep a Miſtreſs, and to Keep her with 
Eclat; a Woman inferior to his Wife in Perſon, 
in Temper, and in good Senſe ; but ſhe abounds 
with that ſort of intemperate Wit which becomes 
Ladies of her Profeſſion, and which has captivat- 
ed this unhappy young Man, in a Manner which 
differs little trom what the common People call 
Witchcraft. 

Under this Misfortune, and 65 a greater uld 
not well happen, Sopbronia, ſo I, chule to call his 
Wife, behaves with a Diſcretion which charms all 
the World, and ſurpriſes even her neareſt Rela- 
tions; perhaps I cannot paint her Conduct better 
than by repeating what a Libertine, who is one 
of her Huſband's, Companions, ſaid of her, The 
Woman is ſo very good, that ſhe may place the Man 
in, the worſe Light, It'is impoſſible tor me to tell 
you what a Note this Affair makes, or how great 
a Reputation Sophronia has obtain'd,. by what 
would have leſſen'd any Woman's Character who 
had fallen ſhort of her in Prudence. At another 
Time perhaps 1 ſhould have been cautious. of tell; 
ing you ſuch a Story; but I fancy we have dong 
with Raillery, and my Heart is ſo full, of my 
own Affairs, that I ſhould have wrote you a very 
dull Epiſtle, if this Epiſode had not fallen in my 
ö Way. May that Providence which delights in 
Innocence, and is never deficient, in; protecting 
Virtue, watch over you in all your Actions, and 
ens you from ſuffering by the ill Qualities of 

others, 
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others, as J am confident you will never be in 
Danger from any Errors of your own! Forgive 


this Solemnity, which is the Effect of that Ande- 
rey wherewith I am, and JON Be, 


— 


Ever yours, 04014 nh $4 


FLORIMOND. 


S. LETTER VL 
EMELIA ” FLORIMOND. 


25 ſober. Lovzs, | 


\HE great Myſtery i is at * come out, 

and I can write you now a full and true Ac 
count of Mamma's prudent Circumſpection, and 
of her ſaucy Daughter's Folly and Obſtinacy. You 
muſt know, that in the next Street there lodges a 
Baronet, and his eldeſt Son and Heir; the young 
Gentlemanevery Body agrees hath agood Perſon, 
and better Senſe ; but the Father is ſaid to be de- 
ficient in all kind of Knowledge, except what 
relates to the Reſpect due to his Title, which no 
Body in the Heralds-Office knows ſo well. To 
ſupport the Grandeur of his Family, he has leſ- 
ſen'd very conſiderably his paternal Eſtate; and 
it is propoſed that my Father ſhall mortgage 
his, to increaſe my Fortune, in order to render 
me a proper Match for his Son: This is the 
rener form'd by my Mother, in Concert with 


the 
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the Knight's Houſe-keeper. Don't fall into your 
Raptures again about female Policy, norinto De- 
ſpair, thro' Fear this Scheme, filly as it is, ſhould 
take Effect ; but have the Goodneſs to appear in- 
different, and for once to diſguiſe your Temper: 
hereafter I will aſſign you my Reaſons; at 
preſent I have a Right to Obedience, and there- 
tore I ſay diſſemble, becauſe it is my Will. 
I kam oblig'd to you for your News, becauſe 
among other Precautions, Mamma has interdicted 
going abroad, for how long a Time I know not; 
1 have ſince heard the fame Tale from another 
Hand. Well, Sopbronia is a wiſer Woman than 
I, and bears with Patience what I am perſuaded 
would go near to deprive me of mine; ſhall I 
tell you my Sentimentsfreely, Florimond ? Perhaps 
Sophronia is too prudent. I fancy that Men are 
not always charm'd with theſe regular Ladies, who 
move like the Spheres harmoniuuſly indeed, but 
by Rules incomprehenſible to common Under- 
ſtandings ; who are fo long in their Cloſets, ſo 
long at their Toilet, fit ſo long after Dinner, and, 
in ſhort, are at every Thing ſo long and no lon- 
ger. Variety is always pleaſing, and for my 
Part I the leſs wonder at the Giddineſs of Sophro- 
nia's Huſband, when I conſider how tediqus the 
Motions of my regular Aunt have ſeemed to my- 
ſelf. If you will truſt me, Horimond, this Same- 
neſs in Conduct is meer Affectation, or elſe 
ſprings from a Deficiency of good Senſe, which 
puts a Woman on ſupplying that by Habit which 
the wants in Abilities, if the Furniture of a fe- 
male Mind may be ever honour'd with that Name. 
The Character you give the Enchantreſs, 
makes my Conjecture the more probable ; for 
what, beſides the Inclination of ſeeing ſomething 


morę 


Fu 
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more than the ſame Thing over again ; could in- 
duce a Man to leave a Woman of Virtue, for a 
Woman voideven of its Appearance. It was cer- 
tainly a wrong and a precipitate Choice bur, 
Florimond, let us avoid the Rock upon which 
others ſtrike, and rather bear with the Frailties 
incident even to the beſt Natures, than attempt by 
a ſtudied Diſguiſe, to appear without Failings, a 
faultleſs Monſter which the World n&er ſaw, as one 
of your favourite Writers expreſſes it; at leaſt — 
this is the Sentiment of, 
EME L I A. 


P. S. To divert you a little (for you muſt 
know I have the Vanity to think you are melan- 
choly) I ſend you the following Verſes on my 
Couſin's Birth-Day, by her Admirer PRAON, 
who is faid to have a good Vein in TRY 


N 


To ELIZA on Her Bix rn D Av. 


An O D E. * 
I. 


Q 
= 


x Ear, Heaven, on this penn Day! * 
| O Hear] and on the Nymph beſtow 
Whateer may make her bleſ4d and gay, 

For whom my Verſe and Wifhes flow. 


II. 


Let ev'ry Morn of her dear Life 
Be mild and fair, and bright as ſbe; 

Free from all Clouds of Care or Strife, 
And fweet to her as fhe to me. g 
hp | III. Long 
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„ 


Long let Ante her c admire, 
And longer ſtill ber Virtues prige; 

Late may her Seraph Soul retire. 

Jo join its Kindred in the Skies. 


IV. 


For me, whoſe only Boaſt is Love, 
O grant me Leiſure to adore ! 

Let Time our mutual Flames improve, 

Completely bleſ&d, I aſk no more. 


Ve 


Be Wealth on Citizens beſtow'd, 

To Soldiers grant a deathleſs Name, 
Let STATESMEN ſhake off Envy's Load, 
And riſe in Power, and riſe in Fame. 


VI. 


1 d in their ſuperior Spheres, 

T1 ſhall theſe mighty great Ones ſee ; | 
Nor warw dwith Hopes, nor child with Fears, 
M bo Loves, fromother Cares is free. 


1. E 


LETTER VIII. 
FLORIMOND wv EMELIA. 


' Charming Woman! 

VHE Deſire I have, rather to amuſe your 

Melancholy than to increaſe it, engages 
me to be more aſſiduous in picking up little 
Stories to divert you, than would otherwiſe be- 
come me. A Spreader of Scandal is a deteſtable 
Character; yet, to moralize on the Incidents in 
private Life, is juſt and reaſonable. But, as 
Prior ſays, to put off Reflections and come to 
ie. 

Torquatus is a Man of Title, Wen and For- 
tune; he is ſaid to have a ſolid Underſtanding, 
and with it a great deal of good Nature. 1-c Mar- 
ried lately Meliſſa, the Siſter of a Man of Quality, 
a Woman of Senſe, Spirit and obliging Behaviour. 
There might not be much Love in their coming 
together; but it was a matrimonial Bargain of 
zhe beſt Sort. Torguatus was ambitious of being, 
allied to a Peer; Meliſſa found no Fault with his 
Perſon; her Brother, and his Lawyers, were ſa- 
tisfied with his Rent-Roll, and Settlements. All 
this took up Time ; but at laſt they were join'd 
in Wedlock. 

The Honey-Moon is not yet over ; or, to ſpeak | 
more properly, ought not to be over, even ac- 
cording to common Forms; and yet Torquatus is 
out of the Kingdom, and Nel a a kind of a 
ſingle Woman again. Would you know the 


Cauſe ? Then you muſt be wiſer than the Parties 


7 them- 
1 


Ks 
8 q 
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themſelves, for they know it not. Torguatus took 
it into his Head to marry, and he did it. Tor- 
quatus had a fancy to leave his Wife, and ſo he 
did. But Torquatus married and unmarried, like 
a Man of Honour. His Settlement was fair; his 
ſeparate Allowance generous. Meliſſa is not very 
uneaſy ; ſhe lives like a Woman of Quality, at 
eaſe and at large ; and while her Honour is un- 
ſtained, and her Fortune unabridged, hath no 
Notion of being unhappy. 

I was going to make ſome of my grave Ob- 
ſervations, when I received yours. But alas | thoſe 
Obſervations are no more; I have no Will, no 
Underſtanding but for our own Affairs, and am 
lo effectually puzzled by them, that I have not the 
leaſt Leiſure to enquire into or judge of other 
People's. Hitherto I approve your Conduct, and 
am ſorry that you would put me, on ſuch a Conduct, 

as | can never approve. You bid me difſemble ; 
I do not queſtion but you have Reaſons, . but 
whatever Diſſimulation may produce in female 
Politics, J never knew it do any thing but Miſ- 
chief amongſt us Men. I could tell you that 
there 1s nothing in its own Nature more hateful 
than this Quality; could prove to you, that 
there is nothing more deluſive than the Hopes 
raiſed from it. I could ſhew you, from various 
Inſtances, that in public and private Life, it is 
quay. ſcandalous and pernicious. Yet I am 
raid I ſhall obey. 
But remember, Madam, you bid me difſemble; 
it was well you did not bid me murder, or fire 
a Houſe; either would have been as juſt and as 
reaſonable, and I might do either with as ſafe a 
Conſcience. But to what purpoſe do I torment 
myſelf and you: When did any thing but Ex- 
perience convince a Lady that ſhe was in the 
O W 
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Wrong. Shield me Providence from being in the 
Right when I fay this! 


* 0 Woman, Woman ! how extreme thy Power! 
How weak our Reafon in the Love gict Hour ! 

-In*vain we think, in vain we ſtrive to act, 
What Reaſon dictates, Paſſion will retro : 
Againſt our Wills, we own your lawleſs Miſes | 
Diſtruſt. your Senſe, but dare not . | 


In what I tall ever remain, 


Your faithful FrORIMON D. 


LETTER VII. 
"ELIZA to FLORIMOND. 


Conſtant "OR 


dear Couſin Emelia being bridges of her 
Freedom, affords me this Opportunity 
of ring into a Correſpondence with a Man 
whom I infinitely eſteem. - You will wonder at 
this Declaration, conſidering the Plague I have 
formerly given you. But know, good Florimond, 
that nothing pleaſes a Woman ſo well as to ſee a 
Man of Senſe play the Fool for her Sake. We 
know thatyouare ſuperior tous in Underſtanding, 
and we are glad of ſhewing that there is ſomething 
1 us, which can more than ballance that Superio- 

Buy this Time, I dare ſay, you forgive my 
Raillery: J and ſince it has been a Means of fixing 


ö 
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the Affection of Emefa, I flatter myſelf, I have 
merited your Frigodihip, as well as s extinguiſh? d 
your Spleen: 

Emelia tells me, chat the ſent you e v 
upon my Birth-day. The Veries have. Mexit, 
tho“ IJ have none; I will make you acquainted 
with their Author. and withmy on Story, Which 

till this Time, I dare ſay, you have never heard. 
Jam unfortunate, becaule my Father is, not ſay 
He was once in- Trade, and having got enough | 
by it co purchaſe a good Estate, bach inſyred 4 his 
Felicity, in ſpite of the fickle Goddeis, and is now 
for Life, a Gentlemam of, Suffolk. My Lover's Fa- 
ther was a Merchant, and once much riches than 
my Father., In thoſe Days it Was thought, a Con: 
deſcenſion in him to propoſe a Marriage between 
Pbaon and Me. It was purely the Effects of: thay 
Friendſhip for my Parent, and of Which he gave 
another extraordinary Inſtancę, in making him his 
Executor, and Guardian to his Son: He Was 
thought to die worth half a. lumb ; but his Bank- 
er going off the Week after, and bis Correſpon- 
dent in Traly proving inſolvent, the Affairs of the 
Family are in much Confuſion. When they are 
ſettled, Phacn and L ſhall know our Deſtinies!; 
for my Father is too much a Man of this Age, to 
think that Merit can ſubſiſt without Money. To 
prevent his Daughter's. Fondneſs from getting the 
better of his Prudence, he has ſent Phon to. Leg: 
Horn, under Pretence of looking after his Father's 
Concerns; but, in Truth, that he may be out of 
my Sight. 

The young Man inherits the Candor and noble 
Spirit of his Father; he has too much L iſcern- 
ment not to penetrate my old Man's Projects, and 
yet he always detends his Proceedings, thathe may 

C 2 not 
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not ſeem to ſuſpect his Father's Friend. For me, 
knowing well, that 1 am to be diſpoſed of accord- 
ing to the Ballance of the Account, I put on a 
falſe Gaiety in rny Lover's Abſence, that the old 
Gentleman may be in no haſte to rid himſelf of 
me, before his Return. You ſee, Florimond, a 
ſuccinct naked Deſcription of our Circumſtances; 
judge you, whether they are worſe or better than 
your own. You ſee the Foibles of our Farents 
are the Source of our Misfortunes ; but, alas ! 
that, even that, cannot diſſolve the Ties of Duty: 


Nature, in having made us their Children, hath 
left us no other Weapons than innocent Pre- 
cautions, fervent Prayers, and honourable Reſo- 


Jutions. They cannot ſure, have a Right to 
make us miſerable, any more than we havea Right 
to make ourſelves happy, without their Conſent. 


See, Florimond ! how little in this World, muſt 


be truſted to Out- ſide; Eliza, to all who converſe 
with her, is the gayeſt of giddy Girls, and this, 
with a Load of Care at her Heart ; her Wildneſs 
ſcreens her from the Addreſſes of the Men, and 
from the Jealouſes of the Women, and all the 
World efteems her happy in an Inconſtancy of 


Temper, which nothing but Conſtancy could pro- 


duce. Emelia has juſt ſent me a Letter which 1 
incloſe, and a Meſlage which I muſt immediately 
obey. Excuſe the Abruptneſs of my Concluſion, 
and believe that you have a ſincere Friend in 


ELIE A. 
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LETTER IX. 
EMELIA 70 FLORIMOND. 


| Diſconſolate Lover, 


XU Affairs go worſe and worſe. My Fa- 
ther is a fonder Huſband, and at the lame 
Time, not ſo good a Friend as I thought him. 
This Morning he has written to your Uncle to ex- 
cuſe his coming for the Holidays to your Houſe in 
Suffolk. The Pretence is, a bad State of Health; 
but if I had written the Letter, I ſhould have aſ- 
cribed it to Weakneſs of Mind. Bleſs me ! can a 
Man who ſpends all the Morning in his Study, 
who can read Greek, has travelled over the greateſt 
Part of Europe, and had a Seat in Parliament 
theſe twenty Years, be worded out of his Promiſe - 
by a Woman. But hold! I forgot, this Man 
is my Father, and this Woman my Mother. 
Well! we are apt to forget all Things when the 
Mind 1s occupy'd by any darling Paſſion. But 
to be wiſe a little, ſince our Concerns need it: 
By this Specimen, I gueſs, that my Papa will 
diſcover Juſtice and Reaſon, in whatever his 
Wife ſhall propoſe to him. He has hitherto 
indeed, highly approved the Propoſals made by 
your Uncle; and it was on that I chiefly depend- 
el. All I now hope is, that if upon this breach 
of Promiſe you appear cool, he may apprehend 
the Danger of loſing what he once thought a 
good Match, for the meer View of one. which 
C 3 he 
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he cannor be ſure will prove a good one. 1 
have another Project in my Head; but 1 hear 
Mother coming up Stairs. 

We have had but a ſhort a, ; ſhe 
has ſeen the young Gentleman ſhe would have me 
marry, and is ſo charm'd with him, that it ſhe 
were a young Woman I dare ſay, we ſhould be 
out of our Pain. But to deal freely with you, ſhe 
is not more pleaſed with his Perſon than, Iam 
with his Behaviour. He talk'd to her very cooly 
of the Affair, ſaid that Marriage was a Matter of 
great Importance, that Concerns of another Na- 
ture took up his Thoughts at preſent, and that 
it would: be ſome time before ſhe ſhould have lei- 
ſure to think of ſettling in the World. Well! 
my Mother's hopes are now centred in me. My 
Beauty, fdrſooth ! is to thaw this frozen Spark, and 
the better to enable me to make this Conqueſt, 
o' my Conſcience, I believe the good old Lady 
would diſpenſe with a little Paint, and take the 
Trouble of lay ing it on herſelf. Mr. Tinkle is to 
come in the Morning and put the Spinnet in 
order; the Servants are cleaning the Plate, three 
Dozen of Wine have been taken out of her Lady- 
ſhip's' private Cellar, and all the other neceſſary 
Precautions have been uſed to catch the *Squire, 
whos to ſup here to-morrow Night, 

Tell me, Florimend ! does not your Heart ach? 
Have you no Suſpicions of my turning Coquette ? 
Do you really think there can be ſuch a thing as 
Canſtancy with a Cap on? But if I ſhould prove 
falſe, you know the Scotch Story gives you hope 
of Revenge. In Truth this is barbarous ; but 
this Gaiety of mine, like Oil mix'd with 
Vinegar, will every now and then be getting up- 
permoſt. Be ne however; I have ſent for 
Eliza ; 
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Eliza; we will conſult together, what is beſt to be 
done, and be aſſured, that nothing ſhall give you 
any laſting Uneaſineſs, which can be prevented 
by 


E ME L ITA. 


LE DA 
F LORIMON D # ELIZA. 


Excellent WoMaAN, 


T is impoſſible for me to expreſs how well 
| pleaſed I am at the Detection of my own Mif- 

take, in looking uponyouas a downright Hoyden, 
full of Mirth and Gaiety,and altogether a Stranger 
to that ſteadineſs of Temper, for which now I 
know you better; I do, and muſt ever admire 
you. How happy is Phaon, in having fix'd his 
Aﬀections on ſo amiable, ſo worthy an Object 
and how well does his Virtue deſerve, ſo great, 
ſo invaluable a Reward ! 

I am extremely obliged to you for ſending me 
your own Story. It puts me in Mind of one that 
J heard ſome Years ago from the Mouth of a 
Turkey Merchant, who knew every Incident of it 
to be true. There was a certain Gentleman, wha 
for Diſtinction ſake, we will call Honorius, who 
before the Reſtoration, had acquired a conſidera- 
ble Eſtate in Trade. This by an unaccountable 
F n, he veſted for the moſt part in Houſes, 

| Ch 73 ms 
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which brought him ina very comfortable Revenue, 
and thereby eſtabliſh'd his Reputation for Wealth 
higher than it ought to have been. He was Guardian 
to a young Gentleman, the Son ofa Perſon who had 
been once his Partner ; and this young Man whom 


pectation of marrying Honeria, the Merchant's 
only Daughter. But in proceſs of Time, the Fa- 
ther affecting rather to match her with a Peer, ſent 
Myrtillo to f 

after, came the Eire of London, which ſwept away 
the Merchant's Houſes and his Hopes, and left 
him in ſuch Circumſtances, that he was obliged to 
ſet up a Coffee-Houſe, to avoid going to an Alms- 
houſe. Three years paſt in this Way; and Hono- 
ria, now about eighteen, had the chief Manage- 
ment of her Papa's little Concerns. It happen'd 


Honoria, who was making it, trembled at the 
Voice, ſhe knew not why. Going to preſent it to 
the Gentleman, ſhe fell backwards on the F loor, 
at the ſame Inſtant that he tumbled from his 
Chair. The Father came running at the Noiſe, 
and with great Amazement, ſaw Myrtillo and 
Honoria, pale and breathleſs. Proper Appli- 
cation foon brought them to themſelves. Time 

and Abſence had made no Impreſſion on the 
Lover's Conftancy, and his Flame was rather 
heightned than abated, by Honorius's Reverſe of 
Fortune. His Uncle had left him an immenſe 


for the fair Honoria, They lived many Years 
happily together, and there are ſtill ſome Perſons 


living, who remember both the Gentleman and 
the Lady. 


_ 


a ” "You 


we will ſtile Myrtillo, was bred up in the full Ex- 


is Uncle in the Indies. The Year 


one Day, that a Stranger call'd twice for Coffee. 


Eſtate, which yet he thought too ſmall a Preſent - 
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You will certainly think me an odd Fellow 
when you perceive my firſt Letter filPd with a 
melancholy Story; but, alas! our Memories are 
generally ſubſervient to our Inclinations; when we 
are full of Mirth and in high Spirits, we call to 
mind a Number of gay and pleaſant Stories which 
have ſlumber'd perhaps for many Years. When 
again the Spirits flag, and the Soul finds herſelf 
diſeaſed, the Memory ſympathizing with the 
troubled Imagination, ſooths our Melancholy with 
Tales like this. Indeed, Eliza, I begin to feel ſo 
ſtrong, ſo irreſiſtable a Gloomineſs o'erſpread my 
Thoughts, that I think I cannot make you a 
greater Compliment, than to bid you adieu. 1 
have incloſed however a little Poem, to make 
ſome amends for the dulneſs of my Proſe, which 
will not, I hope, leſſen your Regard for him who 
is with Zeal and Eſteem - 


Yours, 
FLORIMON P. 
SONG to E N E L. I A. 


O bid me, Fair, conceal my Love, 
Ab ! think how hard the Taſk, 
Think of the mighty Pains I prove, 

| Then think of what you aſk. | 


Go bid the few riſh Wretch forbear, 
_ *Midft Burnings to complain; 

Go bid the Slaves who fetter d are, 

Forget the galling Chain, | 


Shou'd 
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Sho#'d they obey, yet greater far 
The Torments which L feel; | 
Love's Fires than Fevers fiercer Are, 

Tove prerces more than Steel. | 


Pain but the Bod os can — 166475 
T be Thoughts no Cord can bind, 
Love is a Fever in the Soul, 

A Chen which holds the Mind. 


'LETTE 8 + & 
'FLORIMOND to E MEL I A. 


Sole Object of my Thoughts * 


HAVE read over and over your laſt Fa- 


vour, ſometimes with the Paſſion of à Lover, 
and ſometimes with the ſmall Remains of that 
Diſcretion which I poſſeſſed before I was honour'd 
with that Name. You muſt therefore expect a 
Mixture of Paſſion and Prudence in this Epiſtle, 
the Intent of which is to tell you, that I am not 
more charm'd with your Kindneſs and Conſtancy, 
than I am amazed and confounded at the Nature 
of your Projects. 

Your Mother muſt certainly deſire to ſee you 
happy ; and your Father, tho' he may ſuffer his 
good Senſe to give ſometimes Way to his Fond- 
neſs, can never ſacrifice his paternal Affections, 
either to his Tenderneſs or Reſpect for his Wife. 
Would it not then be the moſt natural Method 
to try to reclaim the old Lady; and if we 

Pore 
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prove unſucceſsful there, to endeavour the undes 
ceiving your Papa? Is not your Happineſs 
theirs ? Or rather, is'it not their own Happineſs 
they ſeek in diſpoſing of you ? Are not mine, 
and my Uncle's Intentions, fix'd on the ſame 
End; and after a little Altercation, is it reaſonable 
to ſuppoſe, that People who agree ſo well in the 
main Deſign, ſhould be irreconcileable about "7 
eans ? 

Thus far 1 have follow'd the Dictates of 
Underſtanding; and tho* that tells me I can 
never err more than in offering to ſacrifice it; 
yet, after all, I yield entirely to your Pleaſure, 
tho” 1 ſhou'd be glad when you honour me with 
your Commands, you wou'd favour me alſo with 

their Motives. Abſolute Princes, wh. do not 
alfect to be thought Tyrants, condeſcend ſome- 
times to acquaint their Subjects with the Reaſons 

on which they act, eſpecially when thoſe Sub- 
jects give them the ſtrongeſt Proofs of Loyal- 
ty, and receive, as Acts of Grace, what, among 
a freer People would paſs for meer Matter of 
Right. 

i had almoſt — to tell you, that I have 
written a ſtrange Letter to Eliza; wherein I'have 
abſolutely forgot to thank her for the good Ad- 
vice, which I dare ſay, ſhe gave you at your laſt 
Conſultation. Let me intreat you to ſupply this 


Omiſſion, and to aſſure her, that when I write 


next, there ſhall be leſs of Diſtraction, and more 
of Amuſement in my Epiſtle; but then you muſt 
let me hear good News from you. I ſay this, 
alas] as if Events were in your Power, which 
however from one who knows nothing without 
it, is an excuſable Error. A Coach has juſt ſtopt 
at the Door, and therefore I can only add what I 


ha e 
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have told you a thouſand Times already, chat I 


Yours without Reſerve, 


FLORIMOND. 


P. S. I open my Letter again to tell you, 
that the Perſon who call'd juſt now was my 
Friend Hippolytus, who is intimately acquainted 
with my new Riva!, He ſays, that the Gentle- 
man is deſcended of a very ancient and honour- 
able Family, has receiv'd from Nature an agree- 
able Perſon, and from an excellent Educa- 
tion, all the Advantages which Art can beſtow. 
You ſee, Emelia, how well placed your Raillery 
was in your laſt; you ſee how ready I am to be 
jealous, and how troubleſome I am like to be to 
you on that Head. See, Madam, a Sketch of my 
Politics! From the Character I have receiv'd 
of my Rival from Hippolytus, I depend no leſs up- 
on him than upon you. It is impoſſible that a 
Man of Birth, of Honour, and of good Senſe, 
can be capable of doing a baſe Thing; I know 
that I wou'd not do it to another, how then ſhall 
I juſtify ſuſpecting it from a Man better than my 
ſelf ? No, Emelia, I will never be perſuaded that 
a Gentleman of his Diſtinction will, in a Point of 
the greateſt Importance, lay aſide all Senſe of Re- 
putation; and in an Affair which ſo nearly con- 
cerns his own Peace, begin with breaking the 
Peace of thoſe who never wiſh'd him ill. 


LETTER 


X 
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LETTER N 
EL IZ A t FL O RIM ON PD 


Much eſteem'd FRIEND, 


O U will think when you have read this, 


that ſome ill Spirits have been lately abroad 
in Suffolk, and breath'd into its Inhabitants a Spi- 


rit of Diſcord and Confuſion. I am at the wri- 


ting of this a Priſoner in a Chamber three Story 
high, where my Father has confin'd me for fear 
I ſhould run awa with his Footboy. You 
muſt know, Florimond, that this Lad is my 
Nurſe's Son, and ſhe the Daughter of the Curate 
of the next Pariſh; on this Account I had a 
great Kindneſs for him, and uſed to intruſt him 
to fetch and carry my Letters to and from the 
Poſt Houſe ; on this Account I ſpoke to him oft- _ 
ner perhaps than ! ſhould otherwiſe have done, 

tho' I dare ſay, not in milder Language; for 


having always had a kind of, Affection, or ra- 
ther a Duty for his Mother, I could not but have 


a proportionable Concern for him. 

In our Family, you muſt underſtand, the ſu- 
preme Perſon is a French Lady, who, for her 
eminent Preciſeneſs, was recommended to my 
Papa to be a kind of upper Houle-keeper; ſhe 
has been with us now a Twelvemonth, and in 
that time has diſcarded every Servant, except 
my Father's Man, and this F ootboy. T his good 
old Woman having ſeen me give che Boy twe 
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or three Times Money, and not perfectly. under- 
ſtanding ſome Queſtions he aſk*d my Maid, went 
to my Father with a circumſtantial Account of my | 
intending to diſhonour his Family. The old Gen- 
tleman thereupon went directly to my Chamber, 
and breaking open a little traveling Deſk, found 
therein a Letter, which I had begun to my poor 
Phaon : happily for me there was no mention of 
his Name; however, it confirm'd my Father in 
his Suſpicion, or rather gave Credit to Madamci- 
ſellè''s. Upon this my Maid was remov'd, and 1 
Was immediatly conducted to her Room, where 
I am guarded like a State Priſoner; but having 
the Happineſs to be upon good Terms with the 
pervants, I have procured Pen, Ink and Paper, 
that I might write to Emelia, and to you, know- 
ing you muſt otherwiſe be very unealy. | 
a or the Iſſue of this Affair will be I know 
not. At preſent I am very eaſy; my Room is 
large and- pleaſant ; I have ſome Books; no ill 
Company, and, which is ſufficient to make me 
happy any where, Innocence and a contented 
When my Father has conſidered my 
Conduct and his own attentively, I perſuade my 
elf he will ſee nothing amiſs in the former, and 
nothing well founded in the latter: but ſhould it 
prove otherwiſe, I am prepared. I have practi- 
ſed for ſeveral Years a Thoughtleſneſs, which I 
always deſpiſe, and am determin'd from this Mo- 
ment to reſume my natural Temper; ſo that, 
whatever I loſe any other Way, I ſhall certainly 
be a Gainer in point of Eaſe, ſince a continued 
Diſſimulation is a kind of Rack, which an inge- 
nes Mind can ſcarce bear with Patience. 
This will be deliver'd to you by one of my 
Father s Servants, with whom you may ſafely 
| truſt . 


* 
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truſt an Anſwer. I ſhould be glad to have a Ler- 
ter in a more compoſed Stile than your laſt, not 
for my Sake, who am really ſooth'd with me- 
lancholy Things, but for your -n. I thank 
you for your Song, which pleated me extremely; 
in Return, I ſend you a little Piece of Poetry, 
written by Phaon at fifteen ; it was well I had it 
by Heart, for at preſent I have not the Poſſeſſion 
of my Papers, tho? I have the Satisfaction too of 
knowing, that my Father can never be poſſeſſed 
of them, ſince they are out of the Sight, Reach, 
and Knowledge, of every Body but myſelf. 
Adieu, Florimond, believe you will neyer want a 
lincere Friend while there lives 
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* 7 8 Been the no JE: 7. TRY | 
Did from a Parent's Labour fpring. 
15 She wove it irkſome T, boughts to charm, 
Aud thenceforth* wore it on ber Arm. 


Dying, to me, this Gift ſhe gaue, 
That ſome Remembrance I might have, | 
Of her, when it I ſaw —— and take, 
A pleaſing Sorrow, for ber Sake. | 


I Son, ſaid ſhe, with falt ring Breath, 
You ſee me yielding unto Death, 


T his, my laft Preſent, ſafely keep, 
Till thus like me — in Peace you ſleep. 
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Tis Favour foall I give away ? 
Let filial Piety fay --- - Nay.” 
But *tis no Gift, when 7 to thee, 
Who art the nobleſt Part of me. 
Yet as a Gift, my fair One View, 
T his * I prize - and give it you. 


LETTER XII. 
E MEL I A o FLORIMOND. 


Deſparing Swain, 

Fancy you will now be of Opinion, that Wo- 
men beſt underſtand Women. My Father 
ſent for me laſt Night, and ſaid, with his wonted 
good Nature, What is the Reaſon, Emelia, that 
we hear nothing of Florimond? J proteſt I, had 
a very high Opinion of that young Man, as well 
as a great Eſteem for his Uncle. It is true, I 
did not go to their Houle, as I promiſed, but that 
Was purely on Account of my ill Health; if the 
old Man took it amiſs in me, why ſhould the 
Nephew all of a ſudden forger you? Methinks 
this is not very agreeable to the Paſſion he former- 
ly expreſſed for you. What ſay you, my Child? -- 
It is It is enough, Sir, ſaid 1, that I can account for 
"q | my own Actions, I ſhall not pretend to render 
Reaſons for other People's. He talk'd pretty 
much to me all the Evening, but I perceiv'd, 
that he was thoughtful and uneaſy, tho* he did 
not care to expres i it; from whence I gather, that 
he is chagrin'd at the Apprehenſion of loſing your 
Match. 


5 
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Match. By and by this Storm will burſt upon 
my Mother, and then to give Eaſe to the Family, 
1 dare fay, ſhe will find ſome Way to make 
Overtures to you; I who am acquainted with her 
Temper, am ſenſible that Force only can work up- 
on it, and that ſlighting what comes eaſily, ſhe 
naturally purſues what ſeems difficult to attain, 
But now finding her Councils altogether embar- 
rafled, ſhe muff firſt make a full Stop --- and then 
turn into the old Road. This by the way ſhe 
would never have thought of, had not Neceſſity 
Jogged her by the Elbow. 

Jam ſenſible you will melt at the Ana of 
my Father's uneaſineſs; but conſider, Florimond, he 
is juſtly puniſh'd for his Unſteadineſs: had he been 

punctual in his Engagements with your Uncle, 

my Mamma's Megrims might have plagu'd Her 
dut never Us. Beſides, your Coden has brought 
him round again, which a contrary Conduct never 
could have effected. Had it been an ealy Matter 
to take up the Thread of Negotiation with you 
and your Uncle juſt where they dropp'd, my Pa- 
rents would have ſpun this new Treaty out firſt; 
but being caught in their own Contrivances, be- 
wilder din Mazes of their own raiſing, they muſt 
take the ſhorteſt Way out of the Wood; and if 
they find themſelves weary with wandering, 
they have no Guidesto throw the Blame on. Such, 
Florimond, is my Way of thinking. 

Do not mope yourſelf with groundleſs Jealou- 
ſies, and endleſs Surmiſes; depend for once on the 
Conſtancy of a Woman. Believe me, Florimond, 
it will increaſe my Value, and hereafter you will 
think my Virtue of more Worth than my Beauty, 
li T had any) ſo that however theſe croſs Acci- 
dents perplex * preſent, you may be ſure 

3 they 
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they are the Seeds of ſucceeding Pleaſures. After 
all, Why are you dejected? You cannot loſe me 
if I do not throw away myſelf; therefore ſet your N 
Mind at reſt, and be ſatisfied I am, and will be 


Yours, 


EME LI A. 


EI I 


EME L IA E LIZ A. 


Deareſt Friend 


Y own Diſtreſſes have for ſome Time paſt 
diſturb'd my Thoughts not a little, and now 

the Nevs you ſend me of your unexpected Diſgrace, 
has quite ſtupified me. There is a certain Meaſure 
of Misfortune which every Diſpoſition can bear, 
and good Senſe and a proper Education may in- 
crea * natural Fortitude, ſo far as to enable it to 
ſuſtain a much greater Weight of Evil; but Diſ- 
poſition, Education, Reflection, nay, and even 
Piety itſelt, will not free us from the Frailties of 
Nature. When therefore the Mind is over- laden, 
it will of courſe bend a little, and at ſome times 
the higheſt Spirits will ſeem humble enough, in 
ſpite bothof Keſolution and Caution. As I thought 
my own none of the weakeſt, I confeſs to you 1 
was well enough pleaſed ſometimes to fiſh in 

| troubled Waters; ; becauſe I imagin'd my Con- 
| duct * to Advantage, when ſome Difficul- 


ty 
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ty was to be overcome; but I dare ſay, I am for 
ever cured of this fooliſh Notion, and if once I 


recover Quiet, I ſhall no at what Rate to 
eſteem it. 


O PEACH what Price can purchaſe thee too 
dear ?' 

Bleſſings are uſeleſs if thou art not There. 

Fools fancy, Fortune's Favours, happy make, 

Aas] we take them only for thy Sake. 

Ev'na low State, a Purſe however poor, 

Accompanied by Thee, we can endure. 

But abſent Pxact! Wealth is a ſordid Thing, 

And Man is wretched --- Peaſant, Prince or King. 


The laſt Letter I wrote Florimond, is in quite 
a different Stile from this. I pique myſelf there- 
in upon my Policy, and promiſe to defeat all 
the Plots of my Mother, tho' ſupported by the 
Condeſcenſion of my Father, the Cunning of. an 
intriguing Houſe-keeper, and the Vanity of a 
doating Baronet. Seriouſly I have promifed too 
much; to make head with a little Virtue a- 
gainſt ſuch a grand Alliance of Vices, is a fort 
of heroical Madneſs! Poor Florimond, had TI 
truſted to thy plain plodding Integrity, it had been 
better ----- but then my Character of a Wit had 
been loſt for ever. Thus it comes to paſs, our 
Paſſions, and our Humours drive, whereas Rea- 
ſon can hardly draw us; but when in the Hurry 
we fali, or run ourſelves out of Breath, then our 
Underſtandings have Leiſure to be informed, and 

we at laſt find Time to be ſenſible of our own 
_ Follies. --- Yet what Sign of this when I write at 
ſuch a Rate to you? My Fulneſs of my own 

Affairs makes me forget yours. The Maid who 
e D'+--: ſtays 
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ſtays for my Anſwer bewails them with Tears, 
while I tattle to you as if nothing had happen'd. 
Above all Things, Eliza, be careful in keeping 
up your Spirits; that Gaiety you were wont to 
wear, will make any Change very remarkable. 
Innocence is an Armour not to be . and 
being ſecure, why ſhould you not ſmile? The 
Impuration is ſo very improbable, that I cannot 
help flatt'ring myſelf, your Father cannot long 
avoid ſeeing he is impoſed on. The Girl you 
ſent to me is very angry with the French Woman 
at your Houle, I cannot tell with what Reaſon; we 
ought certainly as Chriſtians, and as a polite - Na- 
tion, to treat Strangers kindly, but in Truth 1 ſee 
no Cauſe for making them Privy Counſellors. 
Domeſtic Politicks difter in all Countries, as 
much as thoſe of the State, and methinks, a 
French Houſe-keeper in the Dwelling of a Coun- 
try Squire, is as abſurd as a French Prime Mi- 
niſter would be at St. Famess. All the World 
therefore will take your Part, the Ladies will 
make it a common Cauſe, the Gentlemen muſt 
follow them, and your ſolemn Papa will quickly 
be brought to Reaſon. 1 don't know how it is, 
my Heart's light on the ſudden; and tho? I know 
nothing of the ſecond Sight, I have a kind of 
firſt Feeling which rarely deceives me. I hope all 
Things will go well with us both, that Phaon and 
Florimond will deliver us, and that we ſhall paſs 
many a, happy Hour in reflecting on theſe Times. 
Adieu; for to this I can add nothing, but that 1 
am your ſincere Siſter in Sorrow and in Solitude. 


EME LI A. 
8 
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P. S. Your Maid by an Accident, has inform- 
ed me of ſomething which may perhaps concern 
you. She-tells me, that after you had given her 
your Meſſage, and ſhe was juſt coming out of 
Doors, ſhe heard your Father take Leave of a 
Gentleman who was jult ſetting out for London, 
and at parting, uſed theſe Words. Aſſure him, 
the Lady is unmarried, and unengaged, and that he 
may entirely depend on my Friendſhip and Intereſt. 


LETTER a0 
ELIZA to FLORIMOND. 


Faithful Friend! 


WROTE you very lately the News of my 
Captivity, receive now thoſe of my N 
ment, as unexpected, and as unaccountable as the 
other. Yeſterday Morning, Papa ſent for me to 
Breakfaſt. I drank Tea as uſual, without betray- 
ing any Uneaſineſs at my Reſtraint, and when the 
Things were taken away, my Father told me I 
might walk in the Garden if I pleaſed, and after 
Dinner he would have me go and take the Air in 
the Chariot. I thank'd him, made uſe of his 
kind Offers, and ſeem to ſtand now in as high 
Favour, as if I had never been ſuſpected af liking 
ſweet William, and forming dangerous Deſigns a- 
gainſt the Honour of our late gentilized Family. 
Amazing Revolution] But now to unriddle it. 
You muſt know our Coachman is married to a 
very honeſt Woman, to whom I have been occa- 
fionally as kind as I could. She is pretty much 
about the Houle, becauſe ſheis a Favourite of my 
D 3 | Fa- 
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Father's, who before our French Lady came, made 
all the Uſe of her which he could of a Houſe- 
keeper, at a fifth Part of the Expence. To her 
I owe all I know of my own Affairs. She ſays, 
the young Lad own'd the Buſineſs I employ'd him 
in; upon which my Father appear'd very well 
pleaſed, reſolved upon my Enlargement, and has 
recommended the Boy to a very good Place in the 
City. What Diſcovery the poor Thing has made 
I cannot tell, much was not in his Power, and I 
forgive him if he has diſcovered all. One thing 
I did, which I flatter myſelf you will think pru- 
dent ; E I ſaid not a Word in anſwer to the Coach- 
man's Wife. One of my Maxims is, to truſt no 
Dependants on other People, 

I would fain ſay ſomewhat after all this grave 
Stuff, to amuſe you. But, alas! I fancy neither 
your Condition, nor mine, will allow it. I have 
quite loſt my flow of Spirits, and if I had not, 
you would think a ſprightly Stroke on ſuch per- 

plex'd Affairs imperiment But, to ſpeak Truth, 
Wd nnd ſhall we not twenty Years hence Jaugh . 
at our preſent Cares. I ſee ſuch Changes in the 
World, that 1 am tempred to ſuſpect myſelf. Yet 
there are noble Inſtances of Conſtancy 1n the pre- 
ſent Age too. Juſtice Swallow, likes at Three- 
ſcore and Ten, October, which was his darling 
Liquor at Sixteen. My Father dotes as much on 
a Guinea, as when he could tell whoſe Coin it was, 
withoutuſing Spectacles. Nay, the Parſon's Wife, 
Mrs. Tythley, is as fond of being in the Faſhion 
now, as when ſhe captivated the Doctor's Heast 
in her flower'd Sattin Gown, which coſt but 
Half her fortune. Well, if Scandal, and on the 


Clergy too, won't make you ſmile, you mult be 
A qiſconſolate Creature ! 


As 


we v* 
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As J am juſt got again into my old Man's good 
Graces, I intend to aſk. his Leave to viſit Emelia 
To- morrow, after which, no doubt you'll expect a 
Letter. Let me have no melancholy Anſwer to 
this; L have Occaſion for my former Giddineſs, and 
J pray, if I can poſſibly put it on again, do no- 
thing to make me drop the Maſque, for to deal 
freely, I ſhall have enough to do to keep the Bead 
in my Mouth. The World is now a Malquerade 
in the ſtricteſt Senſe, and to appear bare-faced, is 
not either conſiſtent with one's own Safety, or with 
good Manners, You cannot approve this Doctrine 
I know, but can you deny the Facts on which it is 
founded ? Can you affirm, that in a whole Day you 
hear three Words on which you can depend ? Or 
ſee three Faces you can poſitively call bare ? 

It is really Madneſs in particular Perſons, to 
fancy by their Behaviour they can contribute to a 
Reformation. The Contagion of Vice, ſpreads al- 
ways from Perſons of high Rank, and, like a 
muddy Spring, grows fouler and d dirtier: in its 
Paſſage, All therefore that private People can do, 
is to go 70 innocently along with the Faſhion, Theſe, 
Florimond, are my preſent Sentiments, perhaps they 
have ſome Tincture of my Condition; I am con- 
demned to perpetual Diflimulation, and that is 
enough to put me upon thinking how to extenuate 
as much as I may the Iniquity of the Practice. 
But I forget that I am not talking, but writing. 
My Pen, 1 find, can out- run my Tongue; to avoid 
there fore being tedious, I will run the hazard of 
Abruptneſs. Adieu! and when you have no- 


thing more material in your Mind, give a Place 
therein to 


E K 


E TR" Ge 
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LETTER XL 
FLORIMOND#ELIZA. 


Excellent Woman! 


HEN I conſider thy Virtues, 1 adore 
Providence; when I contemplate thy Miſ- 
fortunes, I am ſtruck with Deſpair. How happy 
ought Prudence and Integrity ro make you, and 
yet how wretched are you made, through other 
People” s Wickedneſs and Folly! But this is the 
Fruits of Mortality. Theſe Trials ſhall purity 
even thy angelic Spirit; ſo that hereafter thou 
ſhalt ſhine with truly celeſtial Luſtre. Yet we are 
not to ſuppoſe that Sufferings even here, will be the 
Lot of your whole Life. Heaven lays no ſuch 
heavy Burthens. It tries, and then rewards us, 
Me benefit by Afflictions, and ftill Providence 
vouchſafes to pay our Patience with ſome unlook'd 
for Good. Theſe are Diſcoveries Meditation will 
always manifeſt; and it is exceedingly remarkable, 
that we remember with more Satisfaction the 
Difficulties we have overcome, than our Pleaſures 
that are paſt. 8 
I call to mind an Inſtance of this in a Lady 
you inquired after the laſt Time I was happy in 
your Converſation. Belinda, whom you commend- 
ed for the beſt bred, and beſt-natur'd Woman 
you ever ſaw, is that Inſtance. Her Brother and 
ſhe were Orphans, and all their Hopes lay in an 
Uncle worth __ * Pounds. He was 


kind 
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kind to the young Gentleman, and after affording 
him Univerſity Education at Home, ſent him 
with a Tutor to travel. Belinda was not fo much 
in his good Graces. He took ſome Care of her, 
'tis true; heallow'd her thirty Pounds a Year, and 
her Diſcretion taught her to live on it genteely. 
But this gave her no Proſpect in the World, it de- 
pended not only on the Lite, but on the Humour 
of an old Man, which, alas, we all know to be 
but a very uncertain Tenure ! 

| How narrow ſoever her Circumſtances were, 
her Birth and Breeding introduced her to the beſt 
Company. Amongſt the reſt, to the Mother of 
Adolphus, and his Siſters, wh were 1o charm'd 
with her Converſation, that they invited her to 
aſs a Summer with them in Berkſhire. Belinda 

readily conſented, and for ſome ſmall Time, th 
were perfectly happy: But the eldeſt Sifter of 
_ Adolphus beinga very penetrating Woman, quick- 
ly perceived her Brother was fallen deſperately in 
Love with her Friend. This threw the whole 
Family into Convulſions; the Siſters grew perfect 
Furies, and forgetting Decency, wereforhurrying | 
away Belinda to London. Adolphus appeared re- 
ſolved to marry her, and Belinda modeſtly, and 
for the Peace of the Family, refuſed him. Theold 
Lady behaved with great Prudence ; ſhe went to 
Town with Belinda in the Chariot, ad when ſhe 
ſet her down at her own Lodgings, told her, ſhe 
was ſorry for her Daughters Folly, and that the 
did not diſapprove her Son's Choice. 
A Week after, Belinda's Uncle died, and left 
her to the Courteſy of her Brother, to whom he 
left his whole Eſtate. About two Months from 
her leaving Berkſhire, Adolphus juſt of Age, fol- 
low'd her to Town, and immediately purchaſing 
Jewels 
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Jewels to a conſiderable Value, went to preſent 
them to Belinda, and to engage her Conſent to 
marry him immediately. When he entred her 
Apartment, he found her in Tears; but by De- 
grees ſhe recollected herſelf, and the young Man, 
as he was full of it, told her what he came to 
propoſe. Belinda heard him with Attention, and 
after a ſhort Silence: Adolphus, jaid ſhe, I accept 
the Jewels, and agree to your Propoſal ; but there 
mult be no Hurry, and your Siſters muſt be at the 
Wedding. My Sitters ! ſaid Adolphus, ſighing. 

Yes, returned Belinda, and they will be extreme- 
ly well pleaſed ; my poor Brother is dead, and I 
am worth forty chou and Pounds. I was going, ac- 
cording to Cuſtom, to add ſome what by way of 
Application, when your ſecond Epiſtle came to 
my Hands, and verified my Conjectures. I moſt 
heartily and molt ſincerely congratulate your De- 
liverance, and am glad your Captivity hath not 
left ſuch a ſplenetic Smack behind it, as to hinder 
your reſuming your former Gaiety. _ 

I] perſuade myſelf, nothing in my Letter can 
contribute to your letting fall the Maſque, and to 
deal freely with you, I deſire to contribute nothing 
to the keeping it on; which is, in my Judgment 
unworthy of you. The Misfortune you met 
with lately, proceeded from your Maſquing, and 
Heaven avertall future Evils, which may threaten 
you from the ſame Cauſe ! I intended, in order to 
have amuſed your Melancholly, to have ſent you 
a little Piece of Poetry, which I take to be of 
antient Date. I was at ſome Stand whether 1 
ſhould add it now, but at laſt determined I would; 
When you next pen an Epiſtle to Phaon, com: 
municate it ; for as it was never printed, I may 
ſtile it a Curioſity. I ſhould have waited with 


Im- 
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Impatience enough for an Explanation of your 
laſt, if you had not mentioned your going to viſit 
Emelia, as it is, you may be ſure I ſhall not taſte 


Quiet till your Billet comes. O, Eliza! my Heart 


preſages Storms and Tempets ! May my Predic- 
tions prove no truer than thoſe in the Almanack : 


May you be happy as you deſerve, eaſy as you can 


wiſh, and in one of your gay Humours, may you 


rally this timorous Diffidence of, 
Your ſincere Friend, 


FLORIMOND., 


1 


An ELT OGIACKk POEM. 
HII E thro' Life's thorny Road I go, 


1 will not want Companions 200: 

A dreary Journey, and alone, 

Would be, alas ! too troubleſome. 

But Company that's choice and good, 

Makes Trouble hardly underſtood : 

For Toil divided, ſeems to be, 

No Toil but a Felicity. 

Therefore will J Companions take, 

As well for Eaſe, as Safety's ſake : 


Fair Txvura, ſpall ſerve me - for a Guide, 
JosT1CE, ſhall never leave my Side. 
IN TBCGITY my truſty Guard, 
Nor fhall I Caution, quite diſcard : 
_ ExyxRIENCE hall my Tutor be, 
Nor will 1 wier ſeem than He: 


Dis- 
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 DisexET1ON all my Thoughts Shall weigh, 
And MonpesTyY my Words convey. 


Soft INNOCENCE protect my Sleep, 
And CHARITY my Purſe ſhall keep. 


Thus, thro this Wilderneſs, PII ftray, 
Nor ever fear to loſe my Way, 
The SaGes, 1 ſometimes will lee, 

Be ſometimes with the Mosks free. 
Mith guiltleſs Mix Ta an Hour beguile, 
Or with free-ſpoken SaTyYr ſmile. 
With MEDITATION often walk, 

Or with ſweet MeL ancnory talk. 
With theſe Companions dear F ſport, 
Nor beed the Journey long or ſhort. | 
So HEALTH. ſupply tbe DocToR's Place, 
Aud for a Ca APLAIN, Ive Gop' 8 GRACE. 


rern 
ELIZA 1% FLORIMOND. 


„ 


Conſtant Love ! 


22 Impatience with which you expect this 
Letter, wlll be but ill repaid by its Contents, 
I know that you have not any ſanguine Expec- 
tations; but the News I -have to tell you, will 
even ſurpaſs your Fears. I was Yefterday to 
viſit Emelia, and found her diſconſolate "rote 
Deſcription. Her new Lover wasthere laſt N ight, 
and diſappointed her very much. He ſeems to 
have. fallen 1 into her Mother s Notions, and talk'd 
8 to 
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10 her very warmly; this diſconcerted my Couſin 
ſo far, that I am afraid ſhe did not behave 
with proper Caution, for I find ſhe is debarr'd 
the Liberty of writing, and her Maid is not ſuf- 
fer'd to go out of Doors. Under theſe Diſtra- 
ctions ſhe keeps a reſolved Silence, and as if ſhe 
had taken her final Determination, ſees the Mea- 
ſures purſued by her Parents, without giving 
any Signs of Approbation or Diſlike. 
| The good old Lady ſhows all the Marks of 
high Satisfaction ; ſhe talks as knowingly of her 
deſign'd Son in- Law's Country Seat, as if ſhe had 
reſided in it laſt Summer. She is determin'd to 
fit in her Daughter's Pew at Church, that ſhe 
may take Place of Mr. Hardy's Family, who are 
no more than Gentlemen; tho' the Eſtate was in 
their Family before the Conqueſt. She has col- 
lected likewiſe, with infinite Labour, a Liſt of all 
the great Families to which ſhe is to be related, 
and if ! gueſs right, the Expence of entertaining 
them for one Winter, would ſtand my Uncle in 
ſome three Years purchaſe of his Eſtate. It will 
be no difficult Thing for you to imagine how 
well this ſort of Converſation pleaſed me; but 
what could I do? The old Lady cou'd not ſay a 
Word on an another Subject; nay, ſo full was ſhe 
of her own Scheme, that ſhe gave me to under- 
ſtand, whenever it took Effect, my Couſin would 
become my Betters. No doubt you think this 
griev'd me, conſidering my Notions of Family, 
not a little, and yet | muſt own was not altoge- 
ther inſenſible. It pain'd me that this Woman was 
my Aunt; but what ſurprizes me moſt is, that 
her Huſband is yet more violent than ſhe, and 
this, not ſo much out of liking to the new Match, 
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as from Prejudice to you, who I dare ſay, never 
offended him: 

Poor Emclia, when I came away; charg'd me to 
tell you, that ſhe is in a good Meaſure at her 
Wit's End, that all her Plots are abortive, and 
which is worſe; have turn'd upon herſelf; yet ſhe 
flatters her Melancholy with Hopes of finding 
our new Recourſes when ſhe ſhall have recollected 
herſelf a little; but ſhe bids me aſſure you, that 
her Conſtancy ſhall remain unſhaken, in ſpight of 
all the Efforts of her Parents. She has likewiſe 
directed me to inform you, that ſome body has 
told her Father, your Uncle is in a Treaty with 
Alderman Scrape, who once bubbled him of a 
thouſand pounds, to marry you to his Neice, and 
this ſhe apprehends to be the Cauſe of her Fa- 
ther's Wrath. I aſſured her, on the Credit rather 
'of my Hopes than of my Knowledge, that the 
Story was an abſolute Falſhood, in which I hope 
you will ſtand by me, and prove it one. I have 
promiſed to viſit her again after To-morrow, and 
ſhall ſhew her whatever Anſwer you write to this. 
If it was at all in my Power I would adviſe you; 
but as it is not, accept the moſt ardent Wiſhes 
of your ever affectionate Friend, - 


E LEE A. 
H. S. I GM to thank you for the Poem you 


ſent me: I like it extremely, and if you were 
not at preſent ſo much embarraſs'd, I would be 
glad to ſee ſomething of your own in the ſame 
1 alte, for that this is of an antient Date I make 
no Scruple to believe, tho' I know that old 
Poems may be counterteited, as well as old Me- 
Gals. Once more, good Florimond, adieu. 


EE T- 
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IL. EK TT ü ˙4wj́ 
 FLORIMOND # ELIZA. 


Charming Woman ! 
A M infinitely oblig'd to you for the Pains you 


have taken in our Affairs, and for your ſo 

readily detecting the Falſehood of that Tale which 
had been told Emelia's Father. So far is my Un- 
cle from having entered into any ſuch reaty, 
that he has written me a very moving Letter, on 
the Account he has heard of what paſſes in that 
Family. I begin now to hope when Emelia de- 
ſpairs. If Plots are no more, Sincerity may re- 
ſtore our almoſt loſt Game. In a Day or two my 
Uncle will viſit there, and J hope will find an 
Opportunity of ſhowing the good old Gentleman 
how much he has been miſled, and how deſirous 
we both are, that he would reſume his former 
Way of thinking. 

I am not at all amazed at the old Gentlewo- 
man's being in ſuch Raptures, it is natural enough 
for wiſer People than ſhe to be extremely fond of 
their own Projects, tho' they may not be over 
laudable. I am pretty much of your Mind with 
reſpect to Families, and yet I muſt confeſs, that 
Jam not much diſpleaſed at ein it in my 
Power/ to convince this Lady, who is ſo fond of 
Honour, that my Family is not worſe than 
that of which ſhe is ſo fond; nay, and if Title 
pleaſes her ſo much, my Uncle has a Nephew 
who is a Baronet. But theſe are poor Things, 


and 
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and enter ſolittle into prudential Notions of Hap- 
pineſs, that I have often wondered there are 
Women, nay, and Men too, who where their 
Children's Happineſs is at Stake, can be weak 
enough to fancy, that the Phraſe in ſpeaking or 
_ writing to them will ever have a Share in it; but 
the managing Part of the World have fo many 
Maxims repugnant to Reaſon, and the Wits a- 
bound with Notions ſo irreconcileable to the Na- 
ture and Courſe of Things, that for my own 
Part, I am never ſurpriz'd when I age a Fa- 
mily ruin'd by Oeconomy, or of a Perſon of 
prodigious Parts playing the Fool. 
Now, charming Emelia, let me addreſs myſelf 
to you, and let me beſeech you to do your ut- 
molt to recover your Spirits. I am ſorry your 
new Lover did not anſwer your Expectations, but 
I am fo confident that he is a Man of Honour, 
as not to be under any great Uneaſineſs at what 
Eliza told me in her laſt; when I ſay this, I ſhall 
own to you freely, that I would not willingly 
be in his Place. I think I have as much Reſo- 
lution as another, but I know that your Charms 
are capable of vanquiſhing all my Reſolution. Be 
ſo good as to lay aſide plotting, and let Things 
go in their natural Channel. I rely ſo much on 
your Fidelity, that tho” I foreſee a great deal of 
Trouble, yet I have pretty confident Hopes ſtill; 
I am no Diſſembler, and therefore you may truſt 
this Declaration , it happen'd unluckily that my 
Friend who is acquainted with your Lover is out 
"of Town, but he is expected To-morrow, and 
then I ſhall be able to form ſome Judgment of 
his Intentions and manner of proceeding. When 
I am next favour'd with a Letter from Eliza, I 
doubt not but I ſhall gain ſome other Lights in 
11 "nl 
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the mean Time, perhaps, I can give her ſome. A 
Lad was at my Lodgings this Morning, while I 
was Abroad, who left Word that he had liv'd 
with her Father, and is, I perſume, the ſame who 


was lately turn'd away. He promis'd to call in 
the Evening; and I would gladly, had it been 


poſſible, declined writingtill To-morrow Morning, 
but knowing that this would come too late, if I 
delay'd ſo long, I make it my Choice to ſend what 
he communicates in my next, which will be de- 
liver'd bya Perſon in whom I can confide, and who 
is well known to both your Families. I am, tho? 
diſconſolate enough, 8 


| Your ever faithfu, 
FLORIMOND. 


_ LETTER XIX. 
EMELIA wFLORIMOND. 


Unhappy Lovee ! 


Find that in private, as well as public Affairs, 

a little Corruption is ſometimes neceſſary. All 
our Servants had Orders not to enter into any 
Converſation with me, or to go near your Houſe. 
I found means, however, to engage the Gardener 
to admit a Maid of mine, who is married i ia the 
Town, into one of the Arbors, where I write 


this, which the Butler, one of my. Mdrher's Fa- 
vourites, will deliver you. The Reaſon why I % 
E took 


7 
N 
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took this Method is, becauſe I doubt whether they 
will allow Eliza to viſit me again. I would not 
throw you into Deſpair, and yet I muſt inform. 
you that your Schemes, I dare not call them 
Plots, have had no better Succeſs than mine; 
my Father going three Miles off next 7. ueſday, to 
avoid ſeeing your Uncle. Such, Sir, is the Fi- 
delity, the Wiſdom, and Reſolution of ſome - 
Men ! 
My new Lover, of whom you are pleas'd to 
Kaye a better Opinion than I have, ſeems to have 
ſtill a higher of himſelf, fince at his laſt Meeting 
with my Mother, he was pleas'd to fix this Day 
Fortnight for our Wedding, reckoning it ſeems as 
a thing of Courſe on my Conſent, which, if I am 
not very much out in my Reckoning, he will 
never have. Tho? I cannot help thinking this a 
little ſtrange, it gives me a Week longer before 
we come to Extremities, my aſſiduous Mamma 
having made Choice of this Day ſe'ennight for 
that purpoſe, and had actually begun her Pre- 
arations for the Solemnity, though without ta- 
Ling any Notice of it to me, which ſurely was no 
Act of Tenderneſs. I cannot ſay ſhe was ever un- 
kind to me before, and I ſee with Surprize, that 
Ambition, and the fooliſh Love of Title, hath in 
ſo ſhort a Time overturn'd that maternal Aﬀec- 
tion, which I had experienced from my Cradle. 
The ſole Thing now to be thought of, Fiori- 
mond, is, what Meaſures we are to 4/34 If I 
matry without my Father's Conſent, I have no- 
thing. In ſuch a Caſe, all my Hopes would reſt 
on my only Brother, who is at Cambridge, and 


& harh always ſhewn a ſincere Friendſhip for you. 


Pet, alas! Hopes are a bad Proviſion to ſet out 


wich in the World. We may indeed feed on them 
Our- 
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ourſelves, hut no body elſe will take them in 
Payment. Lou are in like Manner dependent on 
your Uncle, and, without doubt, he will retain a 
Juſt Reſentment of the Uſage he has met with 
here, which may make your marrying me the 
moſt diſagreeable Thing to him in the World. 
A dreadful Proſpect this, and yet as it is all we 
have; it would be Folly not to look upon it, or 
toframein its ſtead, ſome entertaining Landſchape 
in our Imaginations. It is much eaſier to deceive 
than to deliver ourſelves; but if I can do nothing 
towards the latter, you ſhall never be able to re- | 
roach me with contributing to the former. 

In this ſad Situation, it is my Comfort f however, 
that no Part of our Misfortunes flow from our- 
ſelves. The Regard I have for you, took Birth 
from my Father's ; Recommendation, and therefore 
he can only blame himſelf for its Conſequences. 

I have often wondered how Parents expect Dut 
from Children, whom they diſpoſe of, with as 

little Ceremony as they do their Horſes, and in 

the ſame way of Purchaſe too. It reflects Shame 
upon a Father, and more upon a Mother, if a 
Daughter makes a bad Wife; and yet to be 

_ thoughta good Daughter, ſhe muſt have ſuch No- 
tions as will probably, it not neceſſarily, render 
her a very bad Wife. Her Affections muſt be as 
mutable as a Weather-Cock. They muſt fit, now 
This Way, now That, juſt as the Breath of her 
Parents blows. Can there be any Thing more 
prepoſterous ? Or can Parents take any Steps more 
. to put their Children upon throwing off all 

uty? 

The Reſult of all, Florimond, is this. 1 muſt 
be unhappy, chuſe which Way I will; to marry , .% 
a Man I do not love, and deſert a Man I do, is 


EL 2 the 
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the Way to be miſerable for ever. To refuſe my 
Conſent, and to give my Hand to you, will be 
attended with many croſs Circumſtances, out of 
which we may be delivered, by thoſe who threw 
us into them. On this Reaſoning, I build my 
Reſolution ; conſider you, whether there be not 
more of Fondneſs and Folly, than of Firmneſs or 
Fortitude in ſuch a Determination, and on theſe 
Conſiderations, ground your Choice. May it be 
productive of Peace and Proſperity to you, even 
tho? it ſhould procure endleſs Sorrow to 


E ME L I A. 


LETTER XNA 
FLORIMON Di E LIZ A. 


- Unfortunate FA IR-ONE! 


Y Conjecture was right, as to the Boy who 
called at my Lodgings. He is your 
u 


Nurſe's Son, and deſerves, and I hope will find, a 
better Fate than he has hitherto met with. Vour 
French Lady had I fancy an Talian Education, for 
ſhe is a matchleſs Politician. The Intelligence 
ſhe gave your Father was falſe indeed, but withal 
a Fiction ſo neatly contriv'd, that he muſt have 
been a Conjurer to have detected it. The Lad's 
Mother had the Tale from his own Mouth, and 
it was in few Words this. That your habitual 
Tenderneſs for the Lad, though in the beginning 
. | equally 


Fo. 
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equally innocent and laudable, might poſſibly alter 
by degrees, more eſpecially conſidering | the Zeal 
and Fidelity which the Boy ſhow'd in your Ser- 
vice, particularly in conveying your Letters, which 
tho' ſhe ſuppos'd directed to Ladies of your Ac- 
quaintance z yet he was ſo cautious, that ſhe 
could never prevail ſo far as to ſee any one Ad- 
dreſs. Upon this Information, the Lad was ſtop'd 
with a Letter of yours in his Pocket, and lock'd 
in the back Parlour till Notice was given to your 
Father. While he was there, he ſlipt a Key into 
the Foldings of the Letter, and then threw it 
into the Moat. On his Examination, he ſaid only, 
that he carried your Letters as you directed him, 
and ſeldom or never look'd upon them himſelf. 
His Mother was ſent for, to take her Son Home, 


but had withal a Letter of Recommendation to 


the Gentleman with whom he now lives, and 

where he is very kindly treated. 

My Friend Hippolytus, tells me, That he din'd 
lately at an Italian Merchant's, with a Gentleman 

Juſt arrived from Leghorn, who, from his Deſcrip- 

tion, ſhould be Phaon. There is only one Cir- 

cumſtance which I'cannot underſtand, and which 


makes me doubt that it is not him. The Gentle- . 


man at whoſe Houſe he was, rally'd him on his 
Marriage, which is ſpeedily to take Effect. My 
Friendſhip for you, obliges me to give you this 
Information, however dangerous to your Peace. 
The Lad tells me, his Mother ſees your Maid 
daily; ſend me therefore by her, Inſtructions how 
to unriddle this Affair, and to ſerve you, if I am 
able. Be pleas'd alſo to inform me of one Thing, 
which is, whether there be not at Leghorn, ſome 
other Gentleman of his Surname. Strange Mil- 
takes have happened by ſuch Accidents, and I 

E 3 fhould 
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ſhould be glad to find mine added to the Number. 
The Perſon who delivers you this, will ſet out 
for London early the next Morning : He will ſup 
at your Houſe, and it you can write an Anſwer 
then and give it him, it will be ſooner with me 
than by any other Conveyance, and my next 
ſhall be as ſoon with you, as any Contrivance I 
am Maſter of, can ſend it. 

I have receiv'd a Letter from Euelia, by their 
Gardener this Moment. She ſeems in doubt 
whether you will be allow'd to ſee her; if ſhe 
ſhould be miſtaken, tell her, that her laſt Epiſtle 
will be laid up both in my Heart, and in my 
Cabinet; that we agree exactly in Sentiments ; 
that I know nothing ſhameful but Vice, and can 
form no Idea of the Wretchedneſs of People who 
are not wicked. This is my laſt, though not my 
late Reſolution; it ever was, and I dare fay it 
ever will be, my Opinion, and if I ſhould 
alter it, I ſhall be 1 980 I ought to be, miſerable 
enough, though Power and Riches wrought the 
Change. My Uncle is a Man of too much good 
1 and of too nice Honour, to think my 

Marriage with Emelia a wrong Action; but if 
be did, I have two hundred Pounds a Year: in- 
dependent of him, which is ſufficient to purchaſe 
Neceſſaries, and to ſecure Content to thoſe who 
like each other. Forgive my writing ſo unenter- 


taining a Letter, and believe that I am ſincerely 
yours. j 


$-& 13.7 4 


FLORIMOND. 


ES 
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LE F'T'E'& XML 
ELIZA FLORIMOND. 


Beſt of Friends ! 


{ IT is impoſſible for me to expreſs the Pleaſure 
your kind Epiſtle gives me, and yet our 
Affairs are in ſuch a Situation, that I have ſcarce 
any reliſh for Pleaſure. Yeſterday Morning my 
Father acquainted me, that he had made Choice 
of a Huſband for me, and that I was to prepare 
both to ſee and to marry him next Week; as to 
his Name I am at preſent a Stranger to it, my 
Father ſuppoſing that his Recommendation was 
fufficient to obtain my Conſent, even in Favour 
of aManof whom] never heard. Your Conjecture 
about Phaon is but too well founded. I know he 
is in London, but till J receiv'd your Letter, knew 
nothing of his intended Marriage; yet if he is fo 
inclin'd, it diſſolves all my Promifes, and I might 
be on better Terms with my Father. However, 1 
deſpiſe ſuch an Expedient. I cannot change fo 
eaſily, or pretend to ſacrifice my own Peace, in 
order to. procure that of my neareſt Relation. 1 
am therefore determin'd, tho? it ſhou'd coſt me 
another Confinement, to expreſs my Sentiments 
freely in a Letter, which I will give my old Gen- 
tleman Ta-morrow Morning, when I know he 
will expect my Anſwer. „ | 
I could be content you ſaw Phaon, which ſure 
will be no difficult Thing. I ſuppoſe too, that 
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you might eaſily introduce ſome Diſcourſe con- 
cerning me, which of Conſequence would procure 
a diſtin Account of his Affair. What you 
have written me 1s preciſe and probable, and yet 
I know not how, I cannot think that he would de- 
ceive me, or rather I would be glad to think him 
faithful, if it was poſſible. Deliver me out of this 
Diſtreſs, which, great as it is, is yet but a Part of 
my Diſtreſs, and | ſhall be grateful. Alas! I 
know that Intreaties are unneceſſary to you, and 
therefore you muſt refer my Language not to my 
Notions of you, but of my own Affairs: I think 
you were pretty right when you foretold, that I 
would never reſume my former Gaiety ; indeed [ 
ſee now no Probablity of it, for if to be diſtur- 
bed at Home, lighted and betray'd Abroad, and 
to have no Perſon in the World from whom I 
can expect Protection, be ſufficient to cruſh all 
Temper, and induce perpetual Diſcontent, that is 


my Caſe ; but ſtill, I have done nothing to de- 
ſerve it, and it 1s the Senſe of thjs fills me with 


Satisfaction. Incloſed I ſend you a Copy of the 
Letter I wrote my Father, by which you will 
perceive, that on this Side at leaſt, my Spirit is 
ſuperior to my Fortune. I wiſh I may be able 
to deſerve your Approbation of what I write to 
Phaon, which you will not however receive till 1 


hear from you again. 


Emelia was for once miſtaken in what ſhe wrote 
you of my not being admitted to ſee her. I was 
as well receiv'd by her F amily as ever, nor did 
her Mother expreſs the leaſt Uneaſineſs at my 
walking near an Hour with her in the Garden | 
alone, where all our Diſcourſe turn'd upon our 
own Concerns ; ſhe expreſſed her Reſentments in 


very ſtrong Terms tor the 9 ſhe had met 


with, 
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with, particularly from her Mamma. She told 
me your Uncle ſpoke to her in the Preſence of 
her Mother, when he call'd there two Days ago, 
and that he did it with ſuch Tenderneſs, as ob- 
lig'd her to go to the Window to prevent his 
ſeeing her Tears. When I came away Emelia's 
Woman inform'd me, that her new Lover had 
given her Father to underſtand, that he had her 
Conſent, defir'd him to make himſelf eaſy on 
that Head, and not diſturb her with any Appli- 
cations, till he paid her another Viſit, which 
wou'd be To-morrow. This is a new Myſtery, 
which aſtoniſhes me the more, becauſe by an un- 
lucky Fatality, you and I are oblig'd to diſturb 
each other, in Points of the moſt tender Nature; 
yet methinks, 1 could be glad you would make 
yourſelf as much anſwerable for Phaon's Con- 
duct, as I would venture to do for that of Emelia; 
it is improbable ſhe ſhould deceive you, but 
impoſſible that- ſhe ſhould deceive us both. 
Suſpend therefore your Judgment on what I 
write, till Time, the Revealer of Secrets, hath 
written a Comment on my Text. Surely we 


— 


ſhall not be long in the Dark, and in the 
bare Hopes of this I preſerve my Senſes. Do 
you maintain that Reputation for good Senſe 
and ſteady Virtue, which has gain'd you the 
Eſteem of your Friends, the Aﬀection of Emelia, 
and the moſt ſincere Reſpect of 
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LETTER AOL 
[Bring the Paper incloſed and referred to in the former. 
ELIZA to PATRICIO. 


My Father ! my Proteftor / 
I N all the Years which have elaps'd ſince the 


Time of my Birth, JI am not conſcious of my 
ever having intended to offend you. While my 
dear Mother was living ſhe always told me, that 
when I grew a Woman, it was intended I ſhould 
marry Phaon. His Father in your Preſence, and 
with your liking, call'd me Daughter, and what 
wry” J have were given me by that good old 

My Engagements to his Son were not ſo 
much my own Acts, as yours and my Mother's, 
who had ſhe been alive, would have prevented 
this Day's Trouble. The plain Truth therefore 
is this, that I look upon myſelf to be ſo much 
the Wife of Phon, that I will never marry any 
other Man, even if he ſhould differ ſo far from 
me in Sentiments, as to think himſelf at Liberty 
to marry another Woman. This, Sir, is not 
a raſh or a ſudden Reſolution, but a Thing de- 
termin'd in my Breaſt from the Moment he was 
torn from me to be ſent to Leghorn, there ta 
piece together his Father's Accompts, till the 
Amount ſhow'd whether I was to belong ta 
him, or to a richer Perſon. 

The Propoſal you was pleaſed to make me, 
appears ſo extraordinary, ſo little agreeable to 
Reaſon, and ſo void of that paternal Tenderneſs 


I | 15 you 
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you have always ſhewn for me, that if it had not 
come from yourſelf, I ſhould never have believ'd 
it yours. Reſolve to marry a Man before I heard 
his Name, or ſaw his Face! Sure, Sir, you muſt 
have a very bad Opinion of me, ſince you were 
too long a Huſband, and had too good a Wife, 
not to have a juſt Idea of the married State. 
Your Greyhound, Sir, which you gave away to a 
Stranger, ran Home again forty Miles and do 
you think it more eaſy to part with your Daugh- 
ter? You think implicit Obedience a Part of 
my Duty ; but ſure if it be fo, it was left out of 
the Law: of God and Nature. We are command- 
ed to honour our Parents; but Honour is the 
Service of the Underſtanding, and therefore we 
cannot honour thoſe who ſhow us no Caule ; we 
may fear, dread, and ſubmit to them, and with- 
out the Grace of God, we may ſecretly hate them; 
but honour them we cannot. This, Sir, is the 
Fruits of the Education you gave me, It you in- 
tended to treat me as a Slave, why did you 
breed me as one who was born free? Be juſt, Sir, 
to yourſelf, remember your Promiſes to your 
Friend, and ceaſe to think. of. calling Breach of - 
Faith an A& of Obedience. 

. Your Unkindneſs to me is ſo new, that while 
it forces me to expoſtulate, it deprives me of A- 
bilities. The other Day I was expoſed to Scan- 
dal, nay to Infamy, if that could fall on Innocence, 
by locking me up, and turning away my Foot- 
boy ; it may be, you then diſcover'd my Cor- 
reſpondence with Phaop, in all which there is no- 
thing ought to make me bluſh or decline your 
ſevereſt Scrutiny: but methinks a ſudden Marriage 
was a ſtrange Puniſhment for this Offence, unleſs 
che Man you intend me for was your Enemy, 


and 


60 TheRarTronar AMUSEMENT. 
and you meant to plague him with a Wife who 
could have no Affection ſor him. Pardon, Sir, 
the Acrimony of a Stile unbecoming a Daughter, 
and which I could never have brought myſelf to 
. ufe, if from your Conduct I had not conceiv'd 
you were inclin'd to forget that I was your Daugh- 
ter. Had it been otherwiſe, you would never have 
conſpir'd againſt my Peace, by ſending away 
Phaon, without the leaſt Neceſlity ; againſt my 
Character by confining me about a Foot-booy ; ; 
and now, againſt any Good, that Providence may 
have in reſerve for me ; by intending to marry me 
to a Man I neither know, nor can poſſibly care 
for. In this Diſtreſs what Remedy have I left? 
This only, that I appeal from your Views of 
Argbition, Intereſt, or Conveniency, to your Af- 
fection as a Father, to. the Reſpect you owe your 
dead Friend, and that Tenderneſs you always ex- 
preſſed for the Memory of my Mother. I would 
add to theſe the Merits of many Years little Ser- 
vices in which you formerly took ſome Delight, 
when you called r me your dear 


1 
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LET XXIII. 
 FLORIMOND 5 ELIZA. 


 Aadmirable Heroine! 
F the untoward Situation of my own Affairs, 
and the Perplexities in which I know you are 
plung'd, did not reader Compliments impoſſible 
and impertinent, 1 would-endeavour to expreſs to 
you ſome ſmall Part at leaſt of that Satisfaction, 
which your laſt Epiſtle gave me; but I think it 
will be a ſtronger Teftimony of my Friendſhip 
to inform you, as to the Pains I have taken to be 
of ſome Uſe to you. Phaon is really in London, 
and on the Point of being married, his Weddin 
Cloaths and the Lady's are making, but who ſhe 
is I cannot learn. I ſhould have din'd with him 
To-day, but that he was oblig'd to go to Rich- 
mond ; however I ſhall be introduc'd to him To- 
morraw, and if I can contrive any Method to 
penetrate this Myſtery I will. Your Lad was 
with me this Morning, and tells me your Aunt in 
Town is buying your Wedding Cloaths. He 


could not ſure dream this, and I always lock d 


upon your Father to be a Man of more Prudence, 
than to run the Hazard of ſuch Diſappointments. 
In a Word, I am ſo amaz'd I cannot tell what to 
think, only that, as you ſay, the Darkneſs cannot 
laſt long, and yet methinks we have been too 


long in the Dark already. I haſten, however, to 
ſome more ſtrange News. | | 


"Oo, The 
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The Gardener, who brought me my laſt Letter 
from Emelia, told me as a great Secret, that their 
young Lady was going to be married, and that it 
had been put off a Week, on account of a new 
Chariot. This agrees exactly with the Intelli- 
gence you gave me, and yet: I know not how to 
believe both Accounts. Chance threw me the 
other Day into a Place where I ſaw my Rival: 
he is certainly a very fine Gentleman, but I can- 
not think he is in Love with Emelia; becauſe I 
heard him ſay many Things to a Lady, which I 
thought were too tender for Gallantry, and I am 
much miſtaken if the Lady did not think ſo too. 
Hippolytus told him who I was, at which helook*d 
upon me and ſmil'd, paſſing by me as he went out 
of the Room, he faid ſoftly, We Pall be good 
Friends, Sir, for all this. Upon which bow'd, — 
made no Anſwer. Hippolytus tells me he declined 


ſpeaking of the Marriage, and only ſaid, he be- 


liev'd he ſhou'd not diſappoint Emelia at the 
Time, or ſhe him; and that he had been in the 
Morning looking onSilksforherWeddin gCloaths. 
My Friend is no leſs bewilder'd than I, eſpeci- 
ally ſince on calling at the Gentleman's Lodgings, ä 
he was told by a Servant that he was gone down 
to Suffolk ; To that he will be there three Days at 
leaſt ſooner than they expect him, and ſooner 1 
hope than ſome People deſire him, tho', to tell 
you the Truth, my Brain begins to grow giddy, 
and my Faith is at its very laſt Gaſp. 
My Uncle is in Town, and as much con- 
cern'd at my Misfortune as I could wiſh him ; he 
offers as well as you, to be Security for Emelia, 
upon which I ſhow'd him her laſt Letter, with 
which he ſeem'd tranſported, bid me go down 
to Suffolk, marry her, and he would * on me 
his 
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his whole Eftate. Yet I have no Inclination to 
ſtir, for to ſpeak the Truth, I am ſo afraid of ſome 
unexpected Turn, that I am diſpoſed rather to 
wait.the Deciſion of Providence, than tempt it. 
Beſides, I incline to be at the Bottom of this Bu- 
ſineſs of Phaon, which would not be practicable, 
ſhould I go out of Town at this critical Juncture. 
The more I conſider Things, the more I am fix'd 
in this Reſolution ; for as theſe Perplexities grew 
immediately on my coming to Town to ſettle my 
Affairs, and without my moving at all, I cannot 
apprehend how my making ſo quick a Step as go- 
ing down to Bury, ſhould produce any thing but 
new Confuſions. Yet I will not be poſitive that 
I may not ſuddenly change my Opinion, for if I 
was once ſatisfied as to Phaon, I ſhould be ex- 
tremely well pleas'd to make you a Viſit, and con- 
fer with you on all our Troubles New and Old. I 
thought proper to ſay this, that my coming, if ſo 
it happens, may not ſurpriſe you, though nothing 
I think could ſurprize you, done by a Man like 
me, who contradicts himſelf fo often 3 in ſo few 
Lines. Yet you know my Excuſe, and know 
the Force of it. I hope however this is the laſt 
Time I ſhall urge it, for writing in ſo incoherent 
a Manner; tho' in the midſt of all my Diſorder, 
I dare alſure you I am moſt faithfully yours, 


FLORIMOND. 


P. S. Juſt as J was about to ſeal this Letter, 
L received the incloſed from my Friend. I have 
read it twice, and am inno fear of forgetting the 

Contents; and as it concerns you rather more 
than myſelf, I thought ſending it would be the 
beſt Method of communicating the Intelligence 
it brings. 
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LETTER XXIV. 
HIPPOLYTUS to FLORIMOND. 


Deareſt FRIEND! 


A M aſhamed to ſay that I have es a great 
deal of Pains to very little purpoſe, in un- 
ravelling that perplexed Web of Misfortune, 
which with no ſmall Induſtry your evil Genius has 
been for ſome time working. The few Diſco- 
veries I have made, I have communicated to you 
at ſeveral Times; but I make it my Choice to 
repeat them to you at once, and in Writing, that 
you may the better ſee their Connection with each 
other, and poſſibly be thereby led to diſcern 
the Cauſes of thoſe Events which have ſo much 
aſtoniſh'd you. Your Rival Celadon is, you know, 
a Man of diſtinguiſn'd Birth, with a Fortune 
very unequal thereto, His Father had a large 
Eſtate when this young Gentleman was born, 
and as he ſet no Limit to other Expences, ſo it 
muſt be alloweed that there was no ſign of ſpar- 
ing in the Education of his Son. Before he 

travell'd, there was ſome Talk of a Match be- 
tween him anda Lord's only Daughter; but while 
he was in Tab, that Nobleman died, and his 
Widow, who was alſo her Daughter's Guardian, 

forbid Celadon the Houſe, as ſoon as ſhe heard 
of his Return to London This was the Lady 
you took Notice of the other Day, to whom 
Celadon was ſpeaking. The Town thought there 
was ſtill an Amour ſubſiſting, and therefore the 
Lady's 
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that young Lady's Mother conſiders his Marriage 
with Emelia as a Thing very conducive to her 
Quiet. Al this Jam able to tell you of my own 
Knowledge; and farther, that Celadon hath lately 
had very large Sums of Money in his Poſſeſſion, 
been extreamly buſy with Lawyers, and whenever 
he returns again to Town, is to' bring out a very 
grand Equipage, which if he expects to ſupport 
with Emelia's Fortune, he will not be thought to 
have acquired much of their Oeconomy, during 
his long Converſe with the Halians. 3 

What J am to tell you of Phaon is Matter of 
Hearſay. He went to Leghorn to ſettle his Fa- 
ther's Affairs, which he found in great Confu- 
ſion, and tho' he ſtayed there a good while, and 
applied himſelf very induſtriouſly to that Buſineſs, 
yet could he not bring them into any Order; his 
Return to England is ſudden and unexpected, two 
Reaſons I have heard aſſign'd for this in Conver- 
fation, one, that his Guardian recalled him ; the 
other, that aDiſcovery has been lately made of the 
Effects of his Father's Banker, which will produce 
ten Shillings in the Pound, beſides five Shillings 
which have been divided already, and as he is the 
principal Creditor, this mult be a very conſiderable 

Thing. As to his Marriage, it 1s kept a Secret, 
at the requeſt of the Lady's Father, of whom I 
heard this Character, that he has'a long Head, a 
deep Purſe, and a very cloſe Fiſt, which Quali- 
ties belonging to many People, it can be ſcarce 
ſtiled any Character at all. Phaon, ſince his Re- 
turn to London, appears the moſt altered Man in 
the World: he was always of a ſweet Tem- 
per, but a little too reſerv'd, which Humour grew 
upon him in Italy more and more, infomuch 
that his Friends expected to have ſeen him a per- 

F fect 
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fett Mope; they are however agreeably diſap- 
pointed; for with much good Senſe, and the moſt 
becoming Modeſty, he has all the Frankneſs and 
Viyacity « one can wiſh, and of theſe laſt Particu- 
lars I am myſelf, if a competent, a clear Witneſs. 
I have forgot the Lady's Name, whom you 
mention 'd to me as the Aunt of a Friend of 
yours but 1 believe Phaon lodges in her Houſe; 
becauſe, coming by accidentally, I ſaw him hand 
her.into a Coach in his Night-Gown and Slippers. 
You ſee what trivial Stories I pick up for you; 
but you will believe that I would have collected 
weightier, had they lain in my Way; and there: 
fore you muſt impute the lightneſs of this Let- 
| ter, not as a Fault, but a Misfortune, to him, who 
in all Things, and on all Occaſions, will ever 
demonſtrate Himſelf 1 your true Friend and obe- 
dient Servant, 


N HIP ,- 
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ter, it is certainly out- done by this Billet Aich 
1 e 9785 receiv vid. 


'To HIPPOLYTUS. 


3 Myc 64 Friend, 


HE Perſon who delivers you this, will at 
the ſame Time bring you two Marriage Fa- 
yours, one for yourſelf, the other for your Friend 
Florimond; be pleaſed to give it him, and tell 
him, that he ſhall have proper Notice of the Da 
fx 'd for my Wedding, which in ſpight of Apea- 
rances, will be no unwelcorhe Sight to him. I 
Ef ſhould 
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mould have written more, but that J am going 


to ſee Emelia's Things pack d up, and cherefore 
I dich you both adieu. 
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ere XXV. 
ELIZA to. FLORIMOND. 


Moſt worthy Bie 15 


F I have been troubleſome to you by my 7 9 
melancholy Letters, I will now endeavour to 
make you ſome Amends. We have had ſtrange 
Things happen'd in our Family, and, could I 
command the Pen of the Counteſs D' Arois, or 
Madam De Neyer, 1 perſuade myſelf my true 
Hiſtory would not make a worſe Figure than 
their feign'd ones. To you however, a plain De- 
tail of Facts will, I dare ſay, be more acceptable 
than any of thoſe high-finiſh'd Memoirs, where- 
in the Author's Invention and Vivacity appears to 
much greater Advantage than their Veracity. The 
next Day after I wrote to you, my Father, when 
Breakfaſt was over, aſked me moroſely enough, 
Whether I had thought ſeriouſly of what he had 
{aid to me? Upon which I immediately preſented 
him the Letter, of which I ſent you a Copy. He 
made ſome Difficulty of receiving it, and was 
pleaſed to tell me, that he knew well enough my 
Skill in writing Letters, and had ſeen more of 
them than ! imagin'd. However, on my burſt- 
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ing into Tears, he took it up and went to the 
Window. I look'd upon him ſteadily while he 
was reading it, and ſaw with Surprize his Brow 
clear by Degrees, and after a ſecond reading, 
was not a little amazed to ſee him come towards. 
me not only without Anger, but ſmiling. 
Eliza, ſaid he, 7s there no Falacy in this? Are 
theſe the real Sentiments of your Heart? Yes, Sir, 
return'd I, Vy then Girl, anſwer'd he briſkly, 
they are my Sentiments too, and you may depend on 
being as happy as Ican make you. I threw myſelf 
at his Feet; and in the beſt Phraſes my Paſſion 
would: allow me to utter, expreſſed my Duty, 
Gratitude and Thankfulneſs. He quickly raiſed 
me up, embrac'd me, bid me go into the Gar- 
den and compoſe myſelf ; after which he directed 
me to retire to my Chamber, and not ſtir till I 
was called to Dinner. I punctually obey'd him; 
but gueſs at my Amazement, when at Three 
o' Clock my Maid came to inform me, I was to 
dine in my Chamber, that my Father was gone 
to London in his Chariot, and that about two 
Hours before our French Woman was diſcarded, 
and obliged to take her Paſſage in the Stage- 
Coach. Tho' I am not abſolutely free from Ap- 
prehenſions, ſince I have no Key to my Father's 
Conduct, yet relying upon his Promiſe, IL make 
myſelf eaſy, and hope the beſt. I long to hear 
from Emelia, and from you, As our Affairs grew 
perplex'd together, I am in Hopes that our Mis- 
fortunes will have the ſame Period; and as my 
Happineſs begins to dawn, it would afford me 
the moſt ſublime Satisfaction, to have a little 
good News from you. 7 
My Maid informs me, that your Rival Cela- 
don paſſed through this Town in the Morning in 
his Chaiſe and Six, witha great deal of Baggage, 
2 ang 
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and is gone to a Gentleman's Houſe ſix Miles 
from hence, on the Road directly oppoſite to that 
which ſhould have carried him to Emelia; but as 
his Lawyer follow'd him about Noon, I imagine 
Settlements are to be adjuſted there, at leaſt J 
know not what elſe to imagine. Our French 
Woman, loſt all Patience at my Father's Treat- 
ment, and had the Inſolence to tell my Maid, 
that I intended to have run away with a youn 
Fellow. not worth a Groat, which ſhe had if 
cover'd and prevented; that my Father would 
marry me in a fe Days; and that he had facri-- 
ficed her in this ungrateful manner, to give the 
Lie to ſome Reports to my Diſadvantage, but ſhe 
would take Care the Truth ſhould be known in 
Spight of all our Arts. I proteſt to you, I am 
altogether unable to unriddle any Part of this 
ſtrange Accuſation, and as I am not willing to 
charge People with great Crimes on Suſpicion, 
Iam afraid the poor Gentlewoman is a little crazy, 
or elſe invented this Romance to revenge herſelf 
upon me, for the ſuppoſed Injuries .I had done 
her. Time, my faithful Friend, will explain 
all theſe Myſteries; and I hope we ſhall ſhortly 
talk with Pleaſure of thoſe Things, which give 
us at preſent the greateſt Pain, and } in this Hope 
I bid you farewel. 


E TT 


P. S. I have amuſed myſelf all the Mornin 
Verſes Spencer ; can you ſee any Sign of it in 2 
Verſes? 


— 
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On HOPE. 


T 1 OPE:s aCharm that ſooths the lab'ring Mind, 
11 The pleaſing Opiuu of the affited Soul; 
In it alone the Wretched Comfort find, 
For lively Hoes can ev'ry Care controul. 
| My beating Boſom is a well wrought Cack, 
Whence. this ſweet GOLDFINCH never ſhall elope, 
Her Muſick all my Sorrows can aſſuage, 


So ſoft the. Songs of Heart-deluding Hops. 


W — 


{1 


— 


LETTER XXVI. 
FLORIMOND # EME L IA. 


Miſtreſs of my Sort ! 


Cannot decline this Opportunity of writing to 
you, tho' lhave very little to ſay to juſtify my 
troubling you with a Letter. The Servants of 
your Family talk with Confidence of your Mar- 
riage. Your Mother expreſſes her Satisfaction in 
= all Companies, and by my fatal Complaiſance to 
= your Commands, I have incurr'd the Indignation 
= of your Father, in whoſe Integrity both you and 
I placed our Confidence, and had we not miſma- 
4 naged it ourſelves, I am perſuaded very juſtly. 
=_ -  Celadon: has provided a new Equipage, and 
| bought your Wedding Cloaths. In this Diſtreſs 
J have nothing to conſole me, but your Promiſe 
and my own Fidelity, Lovers muſt have Faith, 
if and I hope I have convinc'd you, that in this 
nr Reſpect I was not deficient ; but. now to ſpeak 


ſincerely, 
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ſincerely, Appearances are too ſtrong not to be- 
get Suſpicions. Forgive me, Emelia, if I wrong 
you, and if it be in your Power, give me ſome 
Grounds to repent! 

The Conduct of Celadon is ſo fluctuating and 
unintelligible, that I am weary of Conjectures, 
and wait with ſome Impatience that Event which 
muſt neceſſarily end them. You will ſee by the 

incloſed what a ſtrange Preſent he has ſent me, 
yet I muſt own to you, that if it were not for 
the Senſe I have of your Charms, I ſhould ſtill 
depend upon Celadon, who has a Frankneſs in his 
Behaviour irreconcileable to that Conduct which 
muſt deſtroy my Peace; but, alas! if he be in 
my Condition, if you have the ſame Power over 
him that you have over me, his Perfidiouſneſs 
will be of a Piece with my Complaiſance; and to 
juſtify his Conduct, he need appeal only to mine. 
If it be otherwiſe, if, as have been told, Cela- 
don was pre ingaged, then ſurely our Affairs are 
not deſperate. But why do I trouble you with 
theſe If's and Suppoſes? Without queſtion you are 
uneaſy enough already, and it ought not to be 
my Office to add to your Diſquiets. I cannot for- 
bear writing, and of what ſhould I write but that 
of which my Heart is full ? This is the Source of 
my Offence, and this only can excuſe it. Since- 
rity is ſo acceptable a Quality in a Friend or a 
Lover, that it may attone for many Deficiencies, 
If not for all; thus like a Bankrupt I offer you 

what is in my Power, and I hope you will not 
be ſo rigid as to expect more. 

I was juſt going to conclude, when Hippolytus 
came in; he has receiv'd another Billet from Ce- 
ladon, which promiſes an End to all our Sorrows 

next Week, What the Meaning of this is 1 
| | F 4 know 
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know not; but whatever it is, may Heaven ren- 
der it propitious to you: Eliza's Father din'd 
this Day at a Merchant's Houſe with Phasn ; they 
went abroad together afterwards in the old Man's 
Chariot, and they have each of them an Apart- 
ment at her Aunt's ; this ſhows they agree per- 
fectly well, and I hope preſages a happy Iſſue in 
her Affair; ſure all Appearances are not deluſive, 
or all we {ce and hear, Phantoms and Fictions. I 
have told you now, Emeclia, my Thoughts and my 
News, and yet I am unwilling to make an End. 
There is certainly in this Paſſion of Love, ſome- 
thing which borders nearly upon Madnek/; the 
Series of our Actions is a String of Contradicti- 
ons, our Reſolutions are without Force, and our 
Opinions change before they are well expreſſed. 
To avoid tormenting you therefore with my ra- 
ving, I will only add, that however diſturbed and 
diſtracted in other Things, my Heart is er 
ann _ yours. * | 


FLORIMOND. 


WET T E R XXVII. 
HIPPOLYTUS 70 FLORIMOND. 


Deareſt F . 


F Should think myſelf extreamly happy; if I 
1 could do you the fame good Office in reſpect 
to you? own Affairs, that I am going to perform 
in regard to a Lady for whom I know you * 
Ls the 


3 


The RATIONAL AMUSEMENT. 73 


the greateſt Concern. By this Time Ela is the 
happieſt Woman in the World, andby the odd- 

eſt Train of Accidents that can be, it is my 
Power to acquaint you how- this has fallen our. 
In the firſt Place, you muſt know that Eliza cor- 
reſponded with Phaon, by a Name different from 
his own. The Boy ſhe ſent with her Letters to 
the Poſt- Office, was very faithful, inſomuch that 
the French Houſe-keeper could not procure one of 
them, either by Promiſes or Threats. She found 
Means however to get the Direction copy'd at the 
Poſt- Houſe, and having effected this, ſheprocur'd a 
Letter to be written from London, to that young 
Lady's Father, informing him that ſuch a Perſon, 
uſing the Name which Phaon had fix'd on for 
bis Correſpondence with Eliza, was on the Point 
of running away with his Daughter. This alarm'd 
him not a little, having juſt received Advice 


from Leghorn, that by an unforeſeen Accident 
 Phaon would recover all his Father's Effects. 


To prevent ill Conſequences therefore, the 


old Gentleman made Mails a cloſe Priſoner, diſ- 


miſs*d her Servant, and underſtanding that Phaon 
was about to ſet out fer England, before he had 
put this Part of his Project in Execution, he by 
I. etter forbad him to write any more to his Daugh- 
ter, on Pain of never ſeeing her again. Theſe 
Letters however never reached his Hands, hav- 


ing left Legborn on the Death of his Correſpon- 
dent, who was entruſted with conveying Eliza's 


Epiſtles ; but upon his coming to Town, and go- 


ing to Eliza's Aunt's, he received from her the 


ſame Caution. Upon this, he ſent a Friend of 
his into Suffolk, to learn what was the Matter 
who inform'd him on his Return, that the ok 
Gentleman was reſolv'd that Phaon ſhould ſur- 
prize 
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prize his Daughter, by coming down on a ſudden 
as a Stranger he had fix'd on for her Huſband. 


This Scheme, when at the Point of Execution, 


was broke all to Pieces by a Letter the young 
Lady wrote her Father, which diſcovered that ſhe 
never had a new Lover. By this, the French 
Woman was detected, and turned out of the Fa- 
mily. The old Man came to Town, conferr'd 


Notes with his Son-in-Law, and this Morning they 


are ſet out together for Syffo/k. Without Queſtion 
they will be very kindly receiv'd by Eliza, tho' 
by a Letter of hers to her Aunt, it appears ſhe 
was not a little chagrin'd at Phaon's being in 
Town ſo long without writing her a Line. He 
never ſaw that Epiſtle till Yeſterday, and though 


he has ſo much Matter for his own Juſtification, 


yet it has given him ſuch ſtrong Concern, that 
when I took my Leave of him this Morning, he 
was not in near ſo high Spirits as I expected. 
Surely this Love is an odd Paſſion, ſince Lovers 
are never eaſy. I ſhould be glad to ſee how he 
will behave when a Huſband. - Will his Uneaſi- 
neſſes be then all over, or will new ones ſucceed ? 
T aſk this as a mere Novice in theſe Matters, but 
T hope to be well informed when you and he are 
once in Condition to become my Maſters. _ 
1 was going to ſeal my Letter when Celadon's 
Servant call'd upon me to enquire where you 
liv'd. I was very urgent with him to know what 


was the Reaſon of this Enquiry z; but all the 


Anſwer he would, or perhaps could give me, was 
that hi: Maſter had written a Letter to you, 
which was to be delivered by his Taylor this 
Afternoon. I gave him a Direction, and will 
not fail to call upon you in the Evening, to learn 
if it be poſſible, what this myſterious Man means. 

1 | I 
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I confeſs the Meaſures he takes, aſtoniſn me as 
much as they perplex you, and I have more than 
once repented my Acquaintance with him, merely 
becauſe of the Diſquiet it gives me; yet I can- 
not hear that any Friend of his beſide has Reaſon 
to complain, which inſtead of eaſing, adds to my 


Inquietude, becauſe I think it bard: he ſhould fix 


on me for the firſt Man he deceives, and makes 
an Engine in deceiving others. Perhaps I am 
miſtaken in that; in this I am ſure Il am not, 
when I profeſs myſelf the ſincereſt of your Friends, 
and the moſt faithful of your Servants, 


HIT PO 


LETTER xXx 
EME LI A 7 EL IZ A. 


== only FRIEND! 


I is with the greateſt Satisfaction, that I re- 
ceiv'd, though very imperfectly, the News of 


your Happineſs. My Maid had it from the Man 


who brings you this, and whom your Father 


ſent to invite all our Family to your Wedding. 


What Anſwer he will bring back I know not, 
for I am as cloſely confined as if I had been nor 
ſuſpected only, but convicted of a capital Offence, 
though I conceive it is intended that my Impriſon- 


ment ſhall be concluded not with Hanging, but 


with Marriage. My Maid is a kind of Priſoner - 


too, for though ſhe is allowed the Liberty of the 


Houſe, 
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Houſe, and may go up and down Stairs, which 
is more than I have done theſe ten Days, yet dare 
the not ſpeak to any of the Servants in private, 
nor dare they approach my Apartment. 

Never ſurely was a Family in ſuch Confuſion. 
My Father, contrary to his uſual Cuſtom, hardly 
ſpeaks a Word, and from being the beſt humour'd 
Man in the World, is become one of the moſt mo- 
roſe. My Mother was in top Spirits till within 
theſe three Days, when a vaſt Quantity of fine 
Cloaths and Linnen came down from London for 
me, with a Letter from Celadon, the Contents of 
which I know not. I gueſs however, that there 
is ſomething wrong, becauſe my Father can ſcarce 
look upon me without Tears, and my Mother 
talks alike harſhly to us both. To add to my 
Diftrefs, I hear — either from Florimond, or 
you. Is not this a melancholy Situation! Have 
I not Reaſon to loſe my Patience, or can any one 
blame me for being peeviſh, or even vapouriſh 
in ſuch 2 Condition ? Try, dear Eliza, try to ſee 
me, for whether our F amily go to your Houſe or 
nor, I ſhall certainly remain where I am. I be- 
lieve it will be beſt not to aſk my Parents Leave. 
I perſuade myſelf Phaon will accompany you to 
the Garden Gate at Nine in the Evening ; my 
Maid ſhall be there, and will conduct you to an 
8 where 1 ſpend many Hours of the ſleepleſs 

ight. 

T know you will have the Goodneſs to excuſe 
my not complimenting you on your Marriage 
thoſe who are not half ſo much "Aﬀfefted with it 
as I am, will be able to ſay ten Times more than 
F can; but as in the Courſe of a long tender 
Friendſhip, 1 never gave you any Reaſon to doubt 


- either my Sincerity, or my Zeal, ſo I hope you 
will 


* 
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will not queſtion either of them now, when the 
ſtrange Poſture of my Affairs renders it impoſlible 
for me to expreſs them as I ought. I foreſee 
ſome Difficulty in your coming, and therefore if 
you find it impracticable, have the Goodneſs to 
write by this Servant, and ſend him at the ſame 
Hour to the Garden Gate. Before I conclude, I 
muſt tell you, that the Night before the Day on 

which I am to be married, I intend to make my 
Eſcape, in which, if I ſhould have any need of 
your Aſſiſtance, I ſha}l find a Way to inform you 
by Margaret, who us'd to bring you my Letters; 
as yet, I have only thought of it in general, and 
have not ſettled any particular Method. It may 
be Providence will prevent me, and ſave my ta- 
king a Step, which gives me inexpreſſible Pain to 
think on. The Uſage I have received from my 
Mother, hath ſharpened my Temper beyond any 
Thing of which I ever thought myſelf capable, 
eſpecially towards one for whom the Laws of God 
and Man require ſo high a Reverence. Indeed, 
Eliza, J ought not to trouble you with theſe me- 
lancholy Things, immediately on your Marriage; 
but it is impoſſible for me to write any Thing elſe, 
and therefore to prevent continuing ina wrong 
Road, I will be fo rude as to make a full Stop. 
Adieu! Remember with Pity your unhappy 


E N E L IA. 


L E N 
& 
/ . 


Ear RE, 
FLORIMOND to HIPPOLYTUS. 
Faithful Ex0200 5 


king Leave, without ſending you a Meſſage, 


or io much as excuſing myſelf by a Letter, muſt 


pear very extravagant, nor ſhould I be ſurprized 
it by this Time you had Thoughts of blotting 
— Celadon and myſelf out of the Liſt of your 
Friends. You know that by an odd Accident, 
Celadon's Taylor miſs'd me in the Morning, as I 
miſs'd your Letter the Day befote, and you that 


Evening. The next Day the Taylor was with 


me before I was up; the Letter he was charged 


with, requeſted me to allow him to take my. 


Meaſure, and to order him to bring the Cloaths 
to Celadon's Lodgings as ſoon as they were made, 
whither I was alſo directed to go, with an Aſſu- 


rance that J ſhould hear News would pleaſe me. 


I went accordingly, when Celadon's Servant told 
me, that his Maſter attended me four Miles from 
Town, and that I muſt ſet out immediately. I 
ſent him to my Lodgings for Linnen and my 
Boots, then mounting his Maſter's Horſes, we 


reach'd the Inn, where he was, in an Hour. At 
our coming into the Yard, we found a Chaiſe 


and Six, into which I got, at the Requeſt of my 
Rival, and away we drove without ſo much as 
drinking a Glaſs of Wine, 


It 


Departure ſo ſudden as Mine niifidur's ta- 
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It was the Suffolk Road, and Celadon told me 
that I was to lie that Night at his Houſe, which 
added to my Surprize, becauſe till then, I knew 
not he had one ; but he did not leave: me long in 
the dark. I have, ſaid he, taken a great deal 
of Pains to make both you and myſelf happy, 
and have ſucceeded in my Wiſh. I married a 
Week ago Lady Sophia, and have in her Right, 


three Thouſand Pounds a Year, beſide a Title to 


her Mother's Jointure. It was neceſſary for me 
to practiſe as I did upon Emelia's Family, other- 
wiſe I could never have brought my own Afﬀairs 
to bear; my Mother-in-Law being my impla- 
cable Enemy, tho' I hope ſhe will not continue 
ſo. I bought all Emelia's Wedding Cloaths, and 


ſuffer'd her Father to be at a good deal of Ex- 


pence, that a Marriage might be abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary. I then prevailed upon my Uncle to go 
and acquaint-the Family, that I had' married a' 
Lady to whom 1. had been under Engagements 
for ſome Years, and that I conceived they could 
not take this very much amiſs, fince their Daugh- 
ter was under the like Engagements, which it 


would now be their Intereſt to fulfil. The Re- 


ception my Uncle met with was ſo bad a one, 


and the Fury of the old Lady was ſo great, that 
I was in ſome Fear my Plot would miſcarry. 
Three Days paſt without hearing a Word; on the 
fourth came your Uncle, whom till then I had 
never ſeen, though he is my Wife's near Neigh- 


bour. He acquainted me that Eunclia's Father 
had been at his Houſe; that he told him frankly 


the whole Story; and that when they had com- 
par'd Things together, he defired your Marriage 
might be celebrated the Day after To-morrow,' 


being the very Day fix'd for mine. Your Unele, 


after 
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after dining with me, went back to their Houſe, 
and I ſet out for the Inn where you found me, 
and where I had waited for you a whole Day. 
That Night I lay at Czlador's Houſe, and 
the next Morning went in his Coach with him, 
his Lady, and her Aunt, to Emelia's, where we 
were very well received by the old Man, but her 
Mother look*d a little coldly upon Celadon, who 
railly*d her firſt into a very bad, and then into a 
mighty good Humour. Phaon and Eliza were at 
our Wedding, and my Uncle, to make Celadon 
{ome Amends for the rich Cloaths ſent down to 
Emelia, has given him eight Bay Coach- Horſes 
of his own Breeding. One Thing I muſt nor 
forget, that my Mother-in Law, who was ſo 
tender of her Daughter's Fortune,. never thought 
of. a Settlement till after we were married; nor 
had ſhe thought of it ſo ſoon, if my Uncle had not 
clared that he had ſettled his whole Eſtate upon 
me, except a Rent Charge of two hundred Pounds 
a Lear, which he reſerved for Life, and a Power 
of diſpoſing of twot houſand Pounds by Will. Such, 
my Friend, is the Concluſion of an Affair, in 
which out of a mere Benevolence of Temper you 
took ſo much Concern. If Buſineſs will permit, 
let us have your Company here for a Fortnight, 
and then you will have Leiſure enough to "aſk 
Phaon, and myſelf, the Queſtions you formerly 
propos d. Celadon's new Chariot will attend you 
at your Lodgings, drawn by ſix Bays, whenever 
you ſhall. appoint; but firſt the Taylor muſt 
wait upon you, and it is farther expected, that 
the Favour formerly ſent you ſhould appear in 
your Hat; make what haſte you can to join us, 
thought at preſent our Company ſeem all ſo well 
e that I do not fee wy great Sign of 
moving. 
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moving: when we do, it will be to Celadon's 
Houſe, where ſome Alterations are making, and 
where it is agreed we ſhall paſs the Remainder of 
the Summer together. There is alſo a Couſin 
of Lady Sophia's expected there, a young Lady 
of Nineteen, very agreeable, and who has a good 
Fortune; ſuppoſe, Celadon, you ſhould make an 
Experiment of the hardneſs of your Heart againſt 
all theſe Charms. If you ſhould be vanquiſhed, it 
will be among your Friends, who will not deny 
their Aſſiſtance. A ſingle Lite has Freedom, I 
grant you, but not much of real Felicity. More 
of this however, on a proper Occaſion, when you 
have ſeen the Harmony in which we live, and 
have converſed a while with the amiable Clarinda. 
All here preſent their Reſpects to you, and their 


10int Requeſt that you would make haſte. I add 
no more, but that I am | | " 


' Your fincere Friend, 
As well as your moſt obliged, 
And obedient Servant, | 


FLORIMOND. 


. THE 
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BOOK II. 


LETTER 1 
PHAON o FLORIMOND. 


Worthy Friend! 


— 


is not eaſy to expreſs the Satis- 
7 25 faction I feel in ſitting down to 
Res write this Epiſtle. When I was 
laſt at your Houſe, you ſeem'd to 
9 reegret not having ſpent ſome Years 
of your Youth in Travel, and were at the ſame 
Time pleas'd to ſhow no ſmall Delight in hearing 
the imperfect Accounts I was able to give you 
of ſome Parts of Italy. At that Time indeed I 
did not recollect that it was in my Power to 
afford you greater Satisfaction than I 15 ; 
| ut 


1 
5 


The Rational AMUSEMENT. B83 
but coming home, and running over in my Mind 
our Converſation on this Subject, it ſtruck into 
my Head, that there were in my Cabinet ſome 
Letters would inform and divert you more than, 
with all the Pains I could take, it would be in my 
Power to do. I immediately look'd for, and 
happily found them, ſo that they will be deliver'd 
to you by my Servant, at the ſame Time he gives 
you this. I mult, however, draw up a ſhort Ac- 
count of the two Gentlemen by whom they were 
written, and who were both my particular Friends, 
and then you will be able to read their Remarks 
with Pleaſure. 

Hilario was the Son of an eminent [tahan 
Merchant, and received in his Youth an Edu- 
cation ſuitable to the Fortune which his Father was 
at that time able to leave him, ſpent three Years 


as a Gentleman Commoner at Oxford, and was 


then ſuddenly call'd Home on his Father's mar- 
rying his ſecond Wife, and taking thereupon a 
Reſolution to fend him to Leghorn. The young 


Man reliſh'd this Change better than could have 


been expected. He went thither in 1701, and in 
1722, when I knew him, he was worth Thirty 
Thouſand Pounds, and as fine as Gentleman as 
Europe could boaſt. He had by Nature very 
quick Parts, which having improved by Study 
and Travel, you may ealily imagine his Beha- 
viour was very polite, and his Company extremely 
agreeable. The only Misfortune he had, was a 
wrong Turn in Politicks, of which he was very 
tenacious.. Some, who were as great Bigots the 
other Way, inſinuated that he was popiſhly 
affected; but that was falſe ; he had indeed a 
ſuperſtitious Reverence for Kings, but had as 
little Idea as any Man of praying to Saints. 

G 2 Philintus 
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Philintus was the only Son of his Mother, 
| bred at a private Academy, and ſent in his Youth 
to Stocęholm; from thence he had occaſionally, as 
Buſineſs call'd him, paſs'd to Archangel, Moſcow, 
Aſiracan, and all the chief Places in the Rufſiar 
Empire. Hereturn'd to London about the Time 
the Czar was here, and going the next Year to 
Oxford, in order to ſee the Univerſity, he carried 
by Chance a Letter of Recommendation to Hilario. 
The kind Reception he met with, and the many 
Civilities paid him in that Retreat of the Muſes, 
laid the Foundation of a Friend{hip which ſub- 
ſiſted between theſe Gentlemen as long as they 
liv'd, and this notwithſtanding they were of op- 
polite Parties; for if Hilario was a warm Tory, 
Philintus was {till a more violent hig. 

You will ſee by the Dates of their Letters when 
the Correſpondence between them commenc'd ; 
but it may not be amiſs to inform you, how they 
came into my Hands. Hilario was my Father's 
Friend, and when I went to Leghorn, it was 
from him chiefly I expected any Aſſiſtance. It 
would be a poor Teſtimony of his Worth, to 
ſay, he anfwer'd my Expectations, becauſe in 
Truth he went beyond my Hopes, ſince he was 
as tender of me as a Parent, and eſpous'd my 
| Cauſe as cagerly as a Counſel who 1s to marry 
his Client's Daughter. To him I owe all the 
Succeſs I have met with, and ſhould have met it 
ſooner if he had not died ſuddenly, when I needed 
his Advice and Aſſiſtance molt. A little after! 
came to Leghorn, I made a Trip ts Florence, and 
at my Return, expreſſing a Deſire to be acquainted 
with the preſent State of aby, he was ſo kind 
as to lend me a thin folio Book of Letters, from 
which, with his Leave, I tranſerib'd thoſe J lend 

you, 
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you, and have often repented that I did not tran- 
ſcribe the reſt. By this Time, I dare ſay, you are 
deſirous of running them over; I will not there- 
fore detain you any longer than to tell you, that 
the Zeal will never diminiſh with which I have 
5 the Honour to be your Friend and Servant, 


PHAON, 


4 a 2 YE EE EY * : — 
_ i . * 
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LETTER 
PHILINTUS O HILARIO. 


T is now, my deareſt Friend, near five Months 
1 ſince I receiv'd an Epiſtle from you by Cap- 
tain Moriſon; you ſeem'd then to be much in 
Love with Italy, and I remember Mr. Aſcham tells 
us, in his Schoolmaſter, that it is a bewitching Place, 
eſpecially to Engliſhmen. I will not repeat the 
reſt, becauſe I have heard you more than once 
mention the Paſſage. Do not become an Inſtance 
of the Truth of it, by forgetting your Friends at 
London; it is true, we northern Clowns may have 
leſs ſpeculative Knowledge, and even fall ſhorr, in 
political Penetration, ofyour HTalian Virtuoſi z but 
then let me tell you, that German Sincerity is a 
ſolid Virtue, and will weigh down a great many 
polite Accompliſhments, in the Opinion of ſuch a 
Philoſopher as I once knew Hiario to be. 
Ingenuouſly I am a little jealous, becauſe ſome = 
Friends of mine have had Letters from Leghorn 
twice ſince I receiv'd yours; and ſhall Men be 
0 6 more 
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more exact in mercantile Correſpondence than in 
the Diſcharge of the Offices of Friendſhip ? I 
hope not. I have been bred a Merchant from the 
ſame Age that you were bred a Scholar, and yet 
1 have ſuch a Contempt of this mercenary Spirit, 
that I receive a Letter from a Friend like you, 
with more Pleaſure than my. Factor's Advice of 
the ſafe Arrival of a Ship when the Inſurance is 
forty per Cent, Of one Thing J am confident, 
which is, that I have let flip no Opportunity of pla- 


guing you, nor will I, till you have the good : 


Nature to pleaſe me by writing an Anſwer. 
News I can write you none, becauſe when the 
Parliament is not fitting, you muſt know it better 
than I. The War goes on gloriouſly, the com- 
mon Enemy is hard preſſed on every Side, and 
here even here, People ſeem to be tolerably ſatis- 
fied, and Libels are leſs frequent than ever ; but 
theſe Matters apart. Let me have a ſhort De- 
{cription of Leghorn, a conciſe Account of its an- 
tient and preſent State, a View of its Trade, and 
all the other Particulars you were wont to expect 
from me whenever I mentioned any great City I 
had been in. *Tis now upwards of a Year ſince 
you left England; in that Space I have had two 
Letters; the firſt was a plain old faſhoin'd Engliſh 
Letter, the very Stile you uſed to write me from 
Oxford; but the ſecond ſavour'd a little methought 
of the Country you are in, at leaſt it had more 
Compliment and leſs Matter than any Epiſtle of 
yours I had ſeen till then. 1 muſt own that 
your Father out did mine, and I could not help 
ſmiling, when ne ſhow'd me ſuch a Mixture of 
reſpectful Language, and Sentiments of quite ano- 
ther Caſt. I ought to tremble at writing this to 
an tahan, but 1 flatter myſelf that you ſtill con- 


ſider 
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ſider me as your Friend, and then I'm ſure you 
will take nothing ill that I ſay. Lou ſee what Im- 
preſſions I begin to take, efface them by a good 
long Letter full of curious Facts, and judicious 
Obſervations, ſuch as your Account of your Jour- 
ney to Glaſtenbury, and the pretty Hiſtory of Ro- 
ſamond, which I can aſſure you has been read and 
admired by the greateſt Poet we have now in 
England. In Return for ſuch an Epiſtle, I ſhall 
_ readily execute any Commands you will lay upon 
me, and there was a Time when ſuch a Promile 
would have had its Weight. I commit this to 
the Care of a Friend, who aſſures me he will de- 
liver it with his own Hand; he can alſo recom- 
mend you to aCorreſpondent of L. Peterborough's, 
who will ſend me an Anſwer, that is, if you are 
in the Humour to write one, by a more ſafe and 
ſpeedy Method than uſual : ſo that I ſhall quiculy 
have it in my Power to know whether, for the 
future, I am to efteem myſelf, what hitherto I 
have alway been, | 


+ 


and very humble Servant, 


PHILINTUS, 


- 


Feb. 170% 


— 
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FETTE RM.” 
"HILARIO Y PHILINTUS. 


HAVE receiv'd, dear Philintus, that kind 
expoſtulatory Letter you was pleaſed to write 
me; by this Time you have three of mine, 
which have no other Buſineſs than to tell you 
where I was, and to enquire how you did. 4 
returned Yeſterday from Naples, and would not 
negle& writing To- day, becauſe your kind 
Friend has ſecur'd a Place in my Lord's Packet: 
at preſent therefore you cannot expect I ſhould 
give you any Account of Leghorn, when I tell 
you, that before I had been there three Months, 
I was'obliged to go to Naples; there indeed 1 
made ſome Obſervations, which I ſhall tranſmit. 
ou in my next, but for the preſent give me 
20k to entertain you as lightly and familiarlyas 
if we were together. 
Is cannot conceive how you, who have travelled 
ſo much yourſelf, ſhould be ſtill fo much the 
Engliſh Man, as to imagine that a Man's Honeſty 
| ſhould ſuffer by his removing out of the Latitude 


of London or of Oxford. When I wrote to you 


laſt I was ill of a Fever, and had but juſt Senſe 
enough to convey a few plain Thoughts in plain 
Words : that I conceal'd my Diſtemper was the 
Effect of the Senſe I have of your Friendſhip, 
Which I know would have made you very uneaſy 

till you heard of my Recovery, a Thing at that 
Time not over certain. My Epiſtle to my Fa- 


ther might very OE carry in it ſome Marks 
of 


a 


* 
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of my Diſtemper, the rather, becauſe without 
Queſtion, it had its Source in the Troubles he 
thought fit to heap upon me. I never did, I 
never r ſhall, take upon me to queſtion the Recti- 
tude of his Actions; but certainly, without any 
Breach of Duty, I might inſiſt, that ſuch as he 
expected from me were irreconcileable to the 
Principles which he had taught me, eſpecially 
conſidering, that my Act, in caſe I complied, was 
not only to prejudice myſelf, but my Brother and 
my Siſter. So that after all, Philintus, there was 
not the leaſt of the alan, tho there might, for 
gught I know, be ſomething of the bold Briton, 
who does not think that. any Man has a Right to 
invade his Property, even tho? he ſhould happen 
to be called Father or King. Henceforward let 
us hear no more of this: I have-explain'd myſelf 
once for all; perhaps I may be miſtaken as to my 
Father's Conduct, and it is a Misfortune for me 
to differ with him if Jam not, the Senſe of which 
grieves me much more than the worſt Conſequen- 
ces it can poſſibly have, ever will. He is appre- 
henſive that I bear I know not what ill Will to 
the Lady he has given me for a Mother-in-law 
whereas I muſt own to you, that I believe I am 
the ſingle Man in the World who approve his 
Choice; he married her for the Sake of her 
good Qualities, and ſought no other Fortune than 
the Riches of her Mind; for this I applaud him, 
and I aſſure you, that from a Conviction of the i 
ſame ſort, I am inclined to love her as tenderly: 
as I did my Mother; the ſending me hither 
therefore was needleſs, yet I am well pleaſed with 
being here, and reliſh Buſineſs ſo well, that I be- 
hieve ] I ſhall never incline to quit it. 


Your 


* 
* 
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Your German Sincerity pleaſes me not a little : 
I perceive, that according to your Syſtem, if a 
Man travels North he comes Home the better 
for it; but if South, his Honeſty is ſure to ſuffer. 


Strange! that Climates ſhould have this Effect, and 


that Italy, which was once the Land of Heroes, 
while ſome other Countries were Lands of Barba- 
riſm, ſhould now in its Turn become ſo corrupt, 
as to affect the Morals of a Stranger who only 
paſſes through it. Tell me, by the Way, what 

you think of the Virtue of one of your Northern 
Folks, which J can aſſure you made no ſmall 
Noiſe here. A little while ago, a Poliſſßh Monk 
was travelling to Rome; he was far from being 


well equip'd, and yet he had the Misfortune to 
fall into the Hands of Thieves. This happen'd not 
far from Viterbo; the Banditti were both well 


mounted, and well arm'd, and not being ſatisfied 
with what they found in the Polander's Purſe, 
they compelled him to confeſs, by clapping a Pi- 
ſtol to his Forehead, that he had ſew'd a Piece 
or two of Gold in the Foot of his Stocking; 
upon this they obliged him to ſit down, and they 
both diſmounting, began to draw off each a Stock- 
ing; the Polander, a luſty young Fellow of two 
and twenty, could not reſiſt the Temptation. of 
knocking their Heads together, which he did 
with ſuch good Will, that the Fellows were quite 
ſtunn' d, which engag'd him to continue his Exer- 


ciſe till he broke both their Necks; he then 


ſtript them, laid their Cloaths neatly truſſed up 


upon one Horſe, and mounting the other, rode 


on quietly to Rome. When he arriv'd there he 
went to the Convent de la Minerva, where he 
told the General of his Order, how he came by 


this Equipage; the Story quickly came to the 


Ears 


= * 
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Ears of the Pope, Innocent XI. He would needs 
have the Tale from the Polander's own Mouth, 
who at an Audience for that Purpoſe, told it with 
great Alacrity in Poliſb Latin, expreſſing the Bu- 
ſineſs of knocking them on the Head thus, Ar- 
reptis amborum capitibus, dulciter dulciterque unum 
contra aliud impuli, & fic confractis cervicibus, mortui 
ſunt. His Holineſs, tho' a very grave Man, 
could not avoid ſmiling, and repeating two or 
three Times the Polander's Phraſe ꝶ dulciter dul- 
citerque; however he abſolv'd the Monk, and be- 
ſtow'd upon him all the Booty he had taken. 

The Pleaſure I receive from the Obſervations 
make here, fills me with Regret for not making 
the beſt Uſe of your agreeable Converſation. It 
would then have been in my Power to have grati- 
fied the Curioſity of the intelligent 7alzans, as to 
the State of the Northern Countries of which they 
have no diſtinct Ideas. You may yet remedy this 
Inconveniency, .by looking over thoſe correct 
Journals which I have ſeen of your Travels, and 
giving me a conciſe Account of the Condition in 
which you found the Countries through which 
you travelled. I ſhall by no means expect a regular 
Detail of your Motions, but ſuch a Deſcription of 
Places as may enable me to judge of the Advan- 
tages and Diſadvantages of reſiding in them. I 
do not ſay this ſo much with a View of regula- 

| ing your Epiſtles, as of exculing my own; my 
„ Education and Diſpoſition concur to make theſe 
kind of Enquiries agreeable to me; and I own, 


that 


ce — — —— 


** — 


* 3 
, ' 
1 


* Laying hold of both chore Heads I fuveetly feueetly tnock'T 
them together; ſo their Necks being broke, they died. 8 
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that I am much better pleaſed when I contem- 
plate the State of an Italian Republick, than 
when I am viewing thoſe Statues, or thoſe Paint- 
ings which our Modern Travellers value fo 
much. - When I ſee the Attention and the Rap- 
ture with which theſe Things are beheld, I can- 
not help admiring the good Senſe of Virgil, who 
ſo long ago foreſaw the Conſequences of too vio- 
lent a Paſſion for the fine Arts, and adviſed the 
Romans to leave the Care of excelling in them 
to other Nations, and to make the Science of 
ruling Mankind their peculiar Study. The Ne- 
glect of this Maxim contributed moſt of any 
Thing to the Ruin. of that famous Empire ; nor 
muſt we expect to ſee the Revival of the alan Glo- 
ry till we find publick Spirit preferr'd to a fine 
Taſte. Your Friend is come for my Letter, and 
I can only ſay, that I am without any ITalian Art, 


Your fincere Friend and Servant, 


Bll. —_—— TFT FS 
Leghorn, Aug. 1709. | 


LETTER I. 


— 


PHILINT US % HILA RIO. 


LL your Letters are now come to Hand, 
in Conſequence of which, I retract all 
my Charges, and acknowledge you for my very 


good Friend and Countryman. The Cloſe of 
3 your 
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your laſt particularly pleaſes me, and I wiſh all the 
young Gentlemen of our Country were of your 
Mind. Nations have their Genii, as well as par- 
ticular Perſons; and as a Man ſeldom thrives in 
a Profeſſion to which he has no Liking, ſo a whole 
People may be ruin'd by running into a Mode of 
Living oppoſite to that for which Nature has de- 
ſign'd them. For this Reaſon, I am for leaving 
to France her Empire over Faſhion; to Spain, 
her Zeal for Uniformity in Religion; and to the 
Italians their Skill in Painting and Sculpture. 
I ſhould be laugh'd at, if I were to advance ſuch 
Doctrine upon the Exchange; but I proteſt to you, 
I would rather ſee a Brace of Hundred thouſand 
Pounds exported annually from hence to Itah, for 
Statues and Pictures, than ſee the Taſte of our 
People run generally that Way. Such Notions 
are well enough for Noblemen; neither ſhould I 
be ſorry to ſee them affect Merchants, ſince the 
Deſire of poſſeſſing Things is the moſt effectual 
Method of ſpurring Men to find Money to pay 
for them. This our native Commodities, or 
great Manufactures, and above all our Fiſheries, 
will for ever enable us to do; and provided Enghiſs-. 
men labour in the vigorous Part of their Lives, I 
am for allowing them what Amuſements they _ 
pleaſe, when Induſtry is no longer neceſſary to 
them. Let us pay for Gewgaws, and live by 
ſtaple Commodities ! * | 
But whither am I running ? You make a fair 
Offer, and J accept it; let me know what it is you + 
think moſt remarkable in Hab, and I, in Return, 


oy will give youthe beſt AccountIcanof the North: 


By this means we ſhall add to each other's Stock 
of Knowledge, which I take to be the moſt noble 
Office of Friends, My Family had been for - 


many 
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many Years concerned in a Trade to the North; 

my Grandfather reſided in Ryffiz, in the Reign 
of King James I. and his Son; and this put my 
Mother and other Relations upon ſending me 
thither when I was very young: and to my going 
thither ſo early, I impute that warm Affection I 
have for the Inhabitants of that Climate; a 
Fondneſs for the Objects ſeen in their Youth 
being natural to all Men. 
The firſt foreign City I viſited was that of 
Amſterdam. I had a Relation there, who was to 
take Care to ſend me to Stockholm, after I had 
remain'd a little while with him, and acquired 
ſome Knowledge of the French and Dutch Lan- 


guages. I arrived there in Ofcber 1687, and 


ſtayed there till the Beginning of the next Sum- 
mer. During ſo many Months, I had Time 
enough to inform myſelf both by Obſervation 
and Enquiry, of the State of that famous Mart. 
J can ſafely ſay, that in theſe Reſpe&ts I was 
not either idle or credulous; and my Uncle being 
very well pleaſed with my Curioſity, enabled me 
to draw up ſuch an Account as I hope will not 
prove diſagreeable to you. : 
The City of Amſterdam is ſeated in Amſteland, 
which is a Part of South Holland. It is built at the 
Confluence of the Rivers Amſtel and V. and in the 
Year 1204, there was nothing here but a 
little Country- Houſe, belonging to the Lords of 
Amſtel. One of theſe Lords encouraged ſome 


___ Fiſhermen to ſettle in this Neighbood ; by De- 


grees their Number encreaſed fo much, that with- 
in thirty Years it became a Borough, and had a 
Charter from the Earl of Holland. In 1482, it 
was firſt wall'd round; at which Time, Bruges, 
in Flanders, was the City of the greateſt Trade 
Fas 5g 
4 


+ 


The RATIONAL Auv SEM ENT. 93 


in Europe; but the Inhabitants growing proud 
and inſolent, firſt oppreſſed Strangers, and then re- 
belling againſt the Arch- duke Maximilian, they 
became the Cauſes of their own Ruin, and of the 
Riſe of Antwerp, and Amſterdam : For theſe Ci- 
ties having aſſiſted the Arch-duke to humble 
Bruges, he, in return, granted them the ſame Pri- 
vileges that City enjoyed. Amſterdam thence for- 
ward became noted for its Commerce, which -en- 
creaſed gradually by a vaſt Acceſſion of Strangers, 
who, on account of Religion, retired out of Ger- 
many, France, and England, who all found Shelter 
and Protection here, and were allowed to 
worſhip God in their own Way. In 1584, 
the Duke of Parma gave the greateſt Aſſiſtance to 
the City of Amſterdam by the ruining that of Ant- 
_ wwerp. Ten Years afterwards, the Eaſt-India Com- 
pany was erected, the Succeſs of which, join'd to 
other Advantages, carried the Commerce of this 
Place to ſuch a Height, thatin 1660, the Bounds 
of the City was extended, and new Walls raiſed, 
as if they had ſecret Notice of the Deſigns of Pro- 
vidence, which by the late Diſperſion of the French 
k Proteſtants, hath provided Inhabitants for theſe 
% additional Spaces, which otherwiſe might not have 
been fill'd up ſo ſoon, by half a Century. 

All that has been faid however, does not imply, 
that this Place can enter at all into Compariſon 
with ſome other Cities in Europe, as to Number 
of Inhabitants; for Inſtance, London, at a mode- 
rate Computation, contains 800, 000 Souls, where- 
F as in Amſterdam, there are not above 200,000 at 
moſt. To ſay the Truth, this is an amazing Num- 

ber, conſidering that it was ſo few Vears ago but 
an inconſiderable Place; the Wealth and Trade 
of the Inhabitants is ſtill- more amazing than their 

EP | Multi- 
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Multitude; and I think it very allowable to ſay; 
that the Spirit of Induſtry is become'the Guardian 


Genius of Amſterdam. Thoſe who do not content 


themſelves with Appearances but delight to ſearch 


to the Bottom of Things, aſſign three principal 


Cauſes for the extenſive Commerce of this City. 
The firſt is, the general Liberty given to Stran- 


gers, Who, come from where they will, buy 


and ſell, and tranſact all Things without paying 
any higher Duties than are impoſed upon the Na- 


tives, and enjoy, in the greateſt Freedom, the 


Exerciſe of their Religion. It is ſuppoſed, that 


the Number of Lutherans, and Papiſts, are pretty 


equal, and that there are not leſs than 1 5,000 of 
each; beſides theſe, there are a Multitude of Ana- 
baptiſts, and Pietiſts, many Quakers, and two Na- 
tions of Fews, I mean, the Portugueſe and the 


High Dutch, of both which there are ſome very 


rich. The ſecond Source of their Commerce is, 


the Equity of their Laws, and the great Care ta- 
ken to prevent fraudulent Bankruptcies; for tho”, 
amongſt ſo many Traders, their will be Rogues 


here as well as in other Parts of the World, yet, 


through the Severity of Juſtice, and the great 

Care of the Magiſtrates, Men are obliged to pre- 
ſerve their Credit rather better than in moſt other 
Places. Laſtly, The great plenty of Money in 


Amſterdam, is a potent Cauſe of its Increaſe in 


Trade, ſince otherwiſe this Money would be of 
fittle Uſe. _ 


Theſe Points throughly conſider'd, it will not 


EY appear amazing what ſome People affirm, that the 
Ships of Amſterdam are equal to the Number of 
ies Houſes; for the containing theſe, there is a 


Jarge and convenient Port capable of receiving 


Four thouſand Veſſels, great and ſmall. - There is 


beſides 
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beſidds a prodigious Quantity of ſmall Craft, 
which are the neceſſary Attendants of much 
Shipping. Thele, as they paſs up and down the 
Canals, into which alſo larger Veſſels may enter, 
contribute to form one of the molt pleaſant Spec- 
tacles in the World, and which would have ſur- 
priz d me exceędingly, if 1 had never ſtep, Dept- 
ford, or Woolwich, where Trees, Houſes. and 
Streamers ftrike the Eye all at once, and preſent 
the Spectator with Gardens, Shipping, and 

Building, all in a mingled View. 

To ſay any thing of the Government of this 
City, or of the United Provinces, would be beſide 
my Purpoſe, becauſe you may learn all that can 
be known of them from a great Variety of Au- 
thors. What ] incline to acquaint you with, are 
Matters not ſo eaſily known, or ſo commonly: ob- 

ſerv'd, ſuch as the Grounds of the Dutch Induſtry. 
At firſt, as I hinted before, it was the Effects of 
Neceſſity, but is now rather a Habit. The Art 


of getting Money is better underſtood here than 


in moſt other Places; it is in greater Credit, and 


Men have fewer Diner hee than elſewhere, to 


draw off their Attention. This will appear leſs 
ſtrange, when I tell you, that their Care of Trade 
employs their Thoughts ſo much, that they don't 
give themſelves much Trouble about many Things 
which would make other People very uneaſy. 

They live in a Country where the Air is far from 
being wholeſome, where all rural Proſpects are 
no more than continued Meadows, and where all 


the Neceſſaries of Life are charged with heavy 


Taxes. But, buſy in getting of Money, they 
have ſeldom Occaſion for Retreats ; and poſſeſſ- 


ing large Eſtates, they find no Difficulty in pur- 


chaſing what they want, though it ſhould be 


at a A e Price. | 
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08 The RATIONAL AMUSEMENT. 
Oneof the Channels which brings in vaſt Riches 
to the Subjects of the States General, is the Com- 
merce of the North, which they have in a manner 
monopoliz'd. Of late Years, however, the Engliſo 
have begun to-intertere, and to put their Northern 
Trade on a much better Foot. In order to make 
this eaſy to you, I muſt obſerve, that while the 
Dutch were great Gainers by this Traffic, we were 
continual Loſers, becauſe they bought with Com- 
modities, and we, for the moſt Part, with ready 
Money. Some £ngh/þ Merchants ſettled in Hol- 
land, were the firit who form'd a Project of 
rendring the Northern Trade profitable to them- 
ſelves, and at the ſame time beneficial to the 
Nation. My Family, as I told you, had ſome 
Concern in this Affair; and a Couſin of mine, the 
Brother's Son of the Gentleman with whom] liv'd 
in Holland, carried on a very beneficial Trade at 
Stockholm, where it was propos'd to fix me with 
him for ſome Years. 2 5 

If the Stories of other Men could have pre- 
judiced me againſt a Place I had never ſeen, with- 
out Doubt Ihad gone very unwillingly toStockbolm, . 
or rather I had never gone there at all, for I was 
aſſured that a Dutch winter would make a pleaſant 
Stwediſh Summer; that the Country was poor, the 
People proud; and that, in ſhort, a more uncom- 
fortable Place could not be pictured by the 
moſt gloomy Imagination. All this, however, did 
not in the leaſt weaken my Reſolution. I had often 
ſeen Swedes both in England and Holland, and had 
remarked that they were well-made handſome 
Men, and as eaſy, well-bred People as one could 
converſe with; to me, therefore, it did not ſeem 
reaſonable to believe that thoſe they left behind 
them were a worſe Sort of People; beſides I knew 
| many 
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many of my Friends were well pleas'd with the 
Place, which was an Argument, that its Faults 
did not ſtrike every Body in the ſame Manner. 
I determined therefore, to pay an exact Obedience 
to my Uncle's Will ; and if there were any ſuch 
Hardſhips, to bear them as patiently as I could; 
and in this Diſpoſition I embark'd, in May, 

1688. My Paper puts me in Mind of concluding, 
and leaves me no more Room than to tell you, 


I am, with Eſteem and Affection, your Friend 


and Servant, 


PHILINTUS. 


LEY TEE 5 =_ 
HILARIO # PHILINTUS, 1 


Have an unexpected Opportunity of writing | N 

to you by this Gentleman, who is d 50 Wit So 
orte Affairs of his Serene Highneſs the Duke of | 
Savoy, and who affures me he ſhall be in London 
in leſs than three Weeks. After I recovered of 
my Fever, the Phyſician who attended, me, ad- 
vis'd my going to Naples for the Air; for you 
muſt know that Leghorn is a Place rather choſen 
for the Sake of Wealth than Health. I conſent- 
ed the more readily, becauſe I had the Conyeni- 
ency of going with two Eugliſb Merchants who, res 
ſide there, and an 1tahan Gentleman, from whom | 
I had receiv*d many Civilities, and for whom I 
had a great Eſteem. Our Journey was very 


2 T0 pleaſant, 


| © > Point of Preferment, only dependent on a certain 
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pleaſant, and there happened in it nothing re- 
markable, except ſome Converſations with the 
Talian. The Subſtance of which may, if you 
judge of them as I did, be worth your Notice. 
Hie is a Perſon of about thirty-five Years of 
Age, born a Subject to the Duke oi Parma, has 
ſeen ſeveral Parts of Fryrcpe, underſtands moſt of 
its Languages, .and is in ſhorta very accompliſh'd, 
and as far as I can diſcern, a very ſincere, mode- 
rate, and worthy Man. As he was perfectly well 
acquainted with the preſent State of 1taly, and very 
ready in anſwering any Queſtions I aſk'd him, I 
 look'd upon myſelſ as very happy in his Acquaint- 
ance, eſpecially ſince it gave me an Inſight into 
the Temper and Genius of the Ealians, much ſu- 
perior to what I could have gain'd by many 
Years ſtay in their Country. e 
His Father had been private Secretary to Pope 
Innocent XI. and had rais'd a very conſidera- 
ble Fortune in his Service. The Knowledge of 
this, led me to aſk him abundance of Queſtions as 
to that celebrated Pontiff, ſo well known to us by 
the Name of the Proteſtant Pope. Amongſt 
dther Particulars I learn'd from him, in relation 
to this Head of the Roman Church, I think I may 
ſafely reckon the two which follow worthy of 
being preſerved. The firſt regarding, the Manner 
of his coming into the Church. The ſecond, his 
coming to be at the Head of it. They. pleaſ- 
ed me, which is all the Reaſon I have to expect 
they ſhould pleaſe you ; if it ſhould prove other- 
wiſe, commend my Diligence ; for, as a Man, 
you Know I am not anſwerable for my Succeſs. 
He came to Rome under the plain Title of Be- 
nid: Odeſchalchi, of a good Family indeed, but in 


old 
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old Cardinal, who was the Patron and Protector 
of his Family. His Eminence received the young 
Abbe with all imaginable marks of Eſteem and 
Afſection, aſſigned him a handſome Apartment 
in his Palace, and promis'd him all the Aſſiſtance 
that was in his Power to give him. The Abbe 
Oaeſchalchi, on the other "Hand, preſented his 
Eminence with Letters of Recommendation from 
his Parents; and upon his enquiring if he had no 
other Letters, ſhew'd him without Scruple, all 
that were addreſs'd to the great People at Court. 
The Cardinal ſtill repeating his Queſtion, Have 
you no more Letters? Odeſchalchi emptied his 
Pockets and his Letter-Cales, telling him at laſt, 
1 have only theſe two Papers, the one a Letter of 
Credit my Father gave me for fixty Thouſand Crowns, 
in caſe Money ſhould be at any Time wanting, and 
another of forty Thouſand, which was my Mother's 
Preſent. iViy Son] my Son! ſaid the good old Car- 
dinal, Theſe are your only Recommendations, and by 
the help of theſe you ſhall enter into the Prelature, 
become Clerk of his Holineſs's Chamber, Cardinal, 
and, all in good Time, Pope. All of which fell out 
exactly as his Eminency predicted. He arriv'd 
at the Triple Crown in September, 1676, and he 
exchanged it, as the Cathbolickstells us, for a better, 
in Auguſt, 1689, when he had reign'd almoſt 
thirteen Years, and liv'd ſeventy- eight. 
The other Story was occaſioned by ſome Diſ- 
courle about the Intrigues in Papal Elections; our 
Countrymen ſpoke a lictlemore freely thanl think 
they ought to have done of the prevailing Power 
of Intereſt, where the People are perſuaded, that 
all Influence is excluded fave that of the Holy 
Spirit. I cannot tell, ſaid the 1tahan to me, when 
we were > alone, on what Facts theſe Gentlemen 


FE. 77 ground 


102 The RATIONAL AMUSEMENT, 


ground their Opinions : 1 will you a Story of 
what- happen'd i in the Conclave, when Pope Inno- 
cent was elected, and I will leave the Application 
to yourſelf. I know that in England you make a 
Jeſt of theſe Things; but as it is certain that we 
are often miſtaken in your Affairs, I think you 
ought not to take it amiis if we ſuſpect you ſome- 
times place the Laugh wrong in regard to ours. 
The Conclave had laſted a good while, at which 
the Cardinals were not a little uneaſy; one of the 
eldeſt, who manag'd the Affairs of a certain Crown, 
and who flatter'd himſelf, that the Perſon whoſe 
Intereſt he eſpouſed would be declar'd at the next 
Scrutiny, was ſo full of his Succeſs, that he could 
not avoid ſpeaking to one of the Porters, when 
he came to his Cell, on a certain neceſſary Occa- 
fion. There are about twenty of theſe, who per- 
form the moſt ſervile Offices for all the Cardinals 
1n general, and are Servants to the Conclaye, 
wear each a ſcarlet Gown, reaching to the middle 
of his Leg. Be of good Chear, Friend, ſaid the 
Cardinal to one of them, you will be at Home with 
your Family by this Time To-morrow. I did not 
reckon, ſaid the Poor Man, 10 go Home ſo ſoon, nei- - 
ther do I think I ſhall. No, ſaid the Cardinal, who 
made not the leaſt Queſtion ofcarrying his Point, 
if thou haſt any Money 1 will lay thee a Wager 
that thou din ſt at Home To-morrow Noon. And if 
I durſt lay with your Eminency, reply'd the Porter, 
would venture a hundred Crowns, which is all 
that I am worth, that I do not go Home either at 
Noon or at Night. This vex'd the Cardinal, who 
fancied he had heard ſomething in another Cell : 
Mell, Friend, ſaid he, If you have a Mind to be 
ruin d, I will lay you the Wager. And I, return'd 
the Porter, am ready to run the Hazard, if your 


Eminency 


The RaTional AMUSEMENT. 103 


Emiency ſo pleaſe. There was a Scrutiny the 
next Day, but no Election; this brought the 
Cardinal to his Wit's End: he redoubled all his 
Contrivances, but after five or ſix Days Struggle 
began to deſpair, and fancied the Election was 


farther off than ever. I 
While he was in this Diſpoſition, the Porter 
enter'd his Cell one Evening, and ſaid very fami- 
liarly : Be of good Chear, my Lord, you ſpall fleep 
in your Palace To-night, or at fartheſt dine there To- 
morrow. How, cry'd the Cardinal, will you ven- 
ture your two hundred Crowns in ſupport of your A 
ſertion? With all my Heart, reply'd the Porter, 
your Eminency's Money will juſt ſerve for my Daugh- 
ter's Portion. If ſo, reply'd the Cardinal, I am 
much afraid ſhe will continue a long while fingle. 1 
hope not, my Lord, ſaid the Fellow, bowing. Within 
two Hours after there was a great Noiſe, the Car- 
dinal ſtepping out to learn what was the Matter, 
heard, with Surprize, one of the young Cardinals 
crying out, W. have a Pope] We have a Pope! 
He follow'd the reſt to the Chapel, and ſaw, with 
Chagrin, a Pope really choſen without his Par- 
ticipation, and all his fine-ſpun Intrigues brought 
to nothing. 1 8 "241 2, THILED 
They quitted the Conclave that Evening; two 
or three Days after the Cardinal ſent for the Por- 
ter, and paid him his three hundred Crowns, tel- 
ling him, he would add another Hundred, if he 
would tell him fairly whence he had his Intelli- 
gence. Your Eminency muſt underſtand, ſaid he, 
that I have ſerved in many Conclaves, and never 
yet was out in my Judgment; when your Emmency 
ſpoke to me firſt, I had obſerv'd nothing extraordi. 
nary amongſt the Cardinals, and therefore I concluded 
that your Opinion was not right, and that the Holy. 
i " 2 Ghoſt 
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Ghoſt bad not as yet deſcended. But croſſing the Gal- 
lery the Day of the Eleftion, a Cardinal made me a 
profound Bow, and ſaid, I am your Eminency's 
rs obedient humble Servant. I thence concluded, 
that be was under a Divine Influence, which re- 
ftrain'd his natural Faculties; and coming two Hours 
after ts your Cell, I laid the ſecond Wager, from a 
Perſuaſion that the next Scrutiny would give a Head 
to-the Church. I pretend not to ſay, contiou'd the 
Italian, that all the wiſe Rules which have been 
eſtabliſhed to ſhut out Intrigues from a Conclave, 
actually anſwer their End; but I am thoroughly 
perſuaded, that God overrules all the cunning 
Contrivances of carnal Politicians, and conducts, 
even without their own Knowledge, the Choice 
of his Vicer. . In any other Caſe, a Proteitant 
would not deny this Doctrine; but I know. you 
will make a Difficulty of admitting; it here. 1 
bow'd and made him no Anſwer, being extreme- 
ly well-pleaſed with his Story, how little Credit 
foever I gave to his Doctrine. When we came 
to Naples he would willingly have lodged me in 
his Brother's Houſe, but being already engag'd, 
I could not accept his Invitation. I had he 
Pleaſure of ſeeing him however at leaſt once a 
Day, which, amongſt other Advantages, procured 
me this of being introduced into the beſt Com- 
pany in Naples, on which, I promiſe you, I ſet a 
wy great Value. | 
From what I had heard of Naples while at 
Labors, I had conceiv'd very high Notions of its 
Beauty and Magnificence, and I muſt confeſs, that 
I kttle expected to find them fall far ſhort of 
what J afterwards ſaw ; yet I. can by no means 
charge any thing on thoſe Gentlemen from whom 
I 54; aka my Informations, ſince, after a Stay 


there 


the Tealian 
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there of more than ſix Weeks, and a thorough 
Obſervation of what was moſt remarkable and 
worthy Notice, I found myſelf incapable of com- 
mitting to writing, any Thing at all conforma- 
ble to the Senſe I had of the Beauties of Naples. 
This I take to be owing to the ſalubrious Air, 
and to the charming Proſpects round it, of which 
no Man can avoid feeling the Pleaſure, which 
yet no Pen can deſcribe. You. will think this 
an odd Introduction to my Remarks on this 
City; but, as J am writing to a Friend, and not 
to the World, my Buſineſs is rather Truth than 
Elegance; what I have thrown together on this 
Subject you will receive in my next, ſince I have 
already exceeded the Bounds of an ordinary Letter. 
I ſhould be glad if, in the Courſe of your Tra- 
vels, you gained any diſtinct Information concern - 
ing the Dulch Eaſt-India Company, its Eſtabliſh- 
ment and Manner in which it is governed, you 
would communicate your Diſcoveries thereon; 
becauſe it is a Subject! in which I am by no means 
clear, and concerning which, I would not chuſe 
to make any Enquiries here. My next Letter 
will come by your Friend Captain M—, who will 
| alſo deliver you a Box of Curioſities, collected 
chiefly in my Journeys ; they are a good deal in 
aſte; for to tel] you the Truth, I am 
become a great Virtuoſo. Learning has its Modes 
as well as Cloaths, and in both we naturally fall 
into thoſe of the Country where we reſide, eſpeci- 
ally if the Inhabitants are in our Favour ; but be 
aſſur'd, that whatever Changes may be made by 
Climate i in me, none ſhall ever affect the Eſteem” 


and Tenderneſs with which I am, 


Daour Friend and Servant, 
0. 170g. HILARIO. 
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P HILINTUS to HILARIO. 


AN my Arrival at Stockholm, I found the 
Informations I receiv'd in Holland were far 

fram being exact. My Relation's Affairs. 49 
him to go to Dantzick, on very ſhort Warning; 
in his Abſence I was boarded in the Houſe bf 
one Mr. Brute, by three Deſcents a Swede, but 
originally of a Scots Familv, one of thoſe left 
in that Country by the Marquis of Hamilton, who 
led no leſs than ſix Thouſand to the Aſſiſtance of 
Guſtavus Adolphus, moft of whom perifh'd in the 
German Wars, yet not without leaving a nume- 
rous Poſterity behind them. This Mr. Brace was 
a Factor for ſeveral Dulch and Scots Merchants, 
in his Circumſtances, and who carried 'on a 
great deal of Buſineſs without any Hurry or Oſten- 
tation. I reſided long enough in his Family to 
get over all my Prejudices againſt Sweden, and 
to learn a Maxim which I have foungs of great 
Uſe, viz. That every prudent Perſon is a Citizen 
of the World, and more inclin'd to conſider and 
compare the Cuſtoms of different Nations, than 
to admire or deſpiſe them, there being an equal 
Partion of Wiſdom and F olly in almoſt all 


Places. 


Stockholm is but a modern City; three hundred 
Years ago it was a Village of Fiſhermen; it ſtands 
upon ſix Iſlands, united by Bridges, and it is ſaid, 


the firſt Houſes were built upon Piles ; and 10 
account 


The Rational AMUSEMENT. 107 


account for ſo odd a Situation, we are told, ſome 
Inhabitants of Sweden threw a Stick into the Sea, 
and reſolved to build a City where it ſtopt. This 
I take to be a Fable built upon ſome Poetick 
Compariſon; if it be not, I am ſure it might be 
ſo, and therefore I ſhall trouble myſelf no farther 
about it. The King's Palace ftands in the Cita- 
del, beſides which there is a Caſtle or Arſenal at 
Stockholm, which, like the Tower of Londen, 
makes a great Figure in the Eyes of thoſe who ſee 
it daily, but is in reality a Place of no great 
Strength. The Buildings, tho' they are better 
than they have been, are generally ſpeaking, but 
ordinary, tho' there are ſome publick Edifices and 
Houſes of the prime Nobility, which ought to be 
excepted. As to its Size and Number of Inhabi- 
'tants, I believe it may be equivalent to Briſtol, 
and I think verily does not exceed it; there are 
ſome Walks and Gardens about the City, which 
to a Man inclin'd to take Pleaſure in what he ſees, 
appear pleaſant enough; and for my Part, the 
Proſpect of the white Rocks over ſome of the 
Houſes, which tomany People appear frightful and 
horrid, charms me as much as any Thing about 
Stockbolm ; for if either Variety or Surprize ought 
to fill us W. Delight, then certainly ſo * 2 
Scence as is muſt, to an unprejudiced Specta- 
tor, afford uncommon Pleaſure. Variety is the 
peculiar Joy of Travellers, but then they ought 
to confine their Expectations within the Bounds 
preſcrib'd by Nature. To look for Groves of Olives 
and Gardens of Oranges i in Sweden, or to mur- 
mur in Italy for want of a Froſt Scene, is Mad- 
neſs and Folly. Nature is every where admira- 
ble in her Works, and therefore wi Man every 
where Approve them. 
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four Miles, ſometimes through hege 
of Stone, rough in ſome Places, an ippery in 
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Vou know that the principal ſource of Riches to 
Sweden are its Mines. Mr. Bruce carry'd me to ſee 
that of Coperberght, which is the greateſt and moſt 
valuable in this Kingdom; it is four Days Journey 
from Stockbolm, and the Smoak of the Furnaces 
of the adjacent Town may be ſeen at a very 
great Diſtance. SE who have the Direction 
of the Workmen there are very civil to Strangers; 
ſeeing me very young, they would have per- 
ſuaded me not to go down into the Mine; but 
after taking ſo long a Journey for that Pur- 
poſe, no Arguments were ſufficient to diſſuade 
me: we began therefore our March, and a terri- 
ble one it was, accompanied continually with 
Proſpects dreadful and ſhocking to human Nature. 
To enter into a long Detail of it wou'd be rrouble- . 


ſome; a ſuceinct Account will inform you of as. 


much, and divert you more. We deſcended in- 
to the Mouth of the Mine by ſeveral Flights of 
Stairs, not over-eaſy indeed, nor very troubleſome; ; 
when we had proceeded a great Way, and as 1 
thought were near the Bottom, our Guides told 
us, chat now our Labours were to begin: they 
lighted each of them a Fir Candle, and ſo pro- 


ceeded. We travelled in this manner three or 
Galleries 


others; here we deſcended by Ladders of a pro- 
digious Length, which ſhook and quiver'd at ev'ry 
Step we took; there we croſſed the moſt dread- 
ful Caverns over thin Planks, which danc'd as we 


mov'd; all this while we were ſurrounded with a 


thick Smoak, almoſt choaked with the Smell of 
Sulphur, and where ever the blue Flames open'd 
any Proſpects, they conſiſted only in horrid Rocks, 
en to the . of the eee, Miners, 


who 
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who were all of them naked as they were born, 
and as black à ſo many Devils; add to all this, 
the Noiſe of their Pick-axes, the rattling of 
Wheclbarrows, and the roaring of Torrents, and 
you will have ſome Notion of the Horror of cur 
Journey. But if the Deſcent was difficult, the 
Return was ſtill more ſo; and I will on to you, 
that nothing ever gave me greater Satisfaction, 
then when J once breath'd the open Air again. 
The Country of Sweden appear'c d a Paradiſe, and 
I thought myſelf as happy as a Soul eſcaped out 
of the infernal Regions, would think "elf, on 
re- viſiting the Earth. 

In this Mine about ſiſteen hundred People are 
employed, who cannot one with another get above 
eight-pence a Day; and there is not a Week, 
nay ſcarce a couple of Days that paſs over cheir 
Heads, but ſome or other ot. them are cruſhed to 
Death, either by falling themſelves, or by having 
ſome of the Stones fall upon them; nor matters it 
much whether the Stones be little or big, ſince in 
either Caſe the Wound is mortal, occaſioned 
the vaſt Height from which they. fall. Beſides 
ſeveral Metals, but eſpecially Copper, they dig 
here Sulphur, Vitriol, Chryſtal, and many other 
Things of Value, inſomuch that the Profits of 
this Mine are very conſiderable; it is ſaid they 
were ſtill more ſo in former Times, and of this 
they offer as a Proof, the covering moſt of the 
Rock Ecunees] in Stockbolm with. Plates of. Cop- 

er. 

After our Ronan "EAR hence I accompanied 
ſome French Gentlemen to Se//bergh, a little Town, 
two Days Journey from Stockholm, famous for its 
Silver Mine. It was pretty late when we came 
chere, and therefore we did not go to the Mine 


till 
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till the next Morning. I muſt do ſo much Juſ- 
tice to this Place, as to ſay, that it is, without 
Exception, as pleaſant a Village as a Man would 
wiſh to ſee, and its Inhabitants ſeem to be the 
moſt chearful, innocent, and good natur'd People 
that can be. We went pretty early, about a Mile 
out of Town to the Silver Mine, which has three 
large Mouths, by each of which we might de- 
ſcend, but in all by the ſame Method, which is 
this. There is half a Caſk fix'd to a Cable; in 
this you ſet one Foot, and an Engine, wrought 
by Water, ſlides it down without any Trouble. 
A Miner is your Companion, with a Torch in 
his Hand, who ſings, as you deſcend, in a melan- 
choly Tone, which, with the Dampneſs of the Va- 
pours, the Sprinkling of Torrents, which fall 
every where near you, and the Quickneſs of the 
Paſſage, ſtrike a Horror not to be deſcribed. After 
half an Hour ſpent in this Manner, we arrived 
aàt the firft Stage in our Deſcent, where, when we 


came to look about us, we faw nothing of thoſe 


terrible —_— which had alarm'd us in the 
Copper Mine; on the contrary, all Things look'd 
bright and pleafant, ſothat we enter'd on the ſecond 
Part of our Journey with Alacrity enough. We 
perform'd it on long Ladders, not without ſome 
Difficulty mixed with Danger, which however 
we thought well recompens'd by the Curiofities 
we met in theſe ſubterranean Regions. We firſt 
enteredaprodigious Sallon, fupported by Columns 
of Silver. This was enlighten'd by a vaſt Num- 
der of Fires: the Reflections of the Flames from 
the glittering Ore, and from a Chryſtal Stream 
Which runs on one Side, render it at once the 
moſt magnificent and the moſt romantick Place 
that is perhaps to be found in the Univerſe. I 
1 ; doubt 


doubt you will ſcarce credit me when I tel] you, 
that here is a Town, or at leaſt. a Mage, in the 
Heart of the Earth, conſiſting both of private and 
publick Houſes, of Stables, Granneries, and Ware- 
houſes; and what is more ſurpriſing, there is a 
large Wind-Mill, which ſerves to empty the Water 
out of thoſe Parts of the Mine in which they are 
working. 

We aſcended by the ſame Contrivance which 
we made uſe of to get hither, and amus'd our- 
ſelves all the reſt of the Day in'feeing the Methods 
by which the Silver is extracted from the Ore, 
and of which I ſhall tell you all I know in a very 
few Words. The firſt Thing they do, is to roaſt 
the Stones which contain the Metal. This is per- 
form'd by laying them between rows of Billets, 
and then ſetting Fire tothe whole Pile. By this Ope- 
ration they free the Ore from Antimony, Sulphur, , 
and Arſnick, which fly off in the Smoak. What 
is left is a kind of Cinder, compos*d of Stone, 
Lead, and Silver. This they reduced to a Powder, 
by the help of many large Hammers, driven by 
Water. This Powder is diſpos'd on large Sheets 
of Canvas, ſtrain'd upon Beams, ſo as to lie flo 
ing, upon which Water runs from feveral Pipes. 
By this Means, in a little Time, all the terreſtrial 
— are carry'd away. The Remainder is 
then committed to a Furnace, where, when it is 
melted, the Lead ſwims a- top, and is ſcumm'd 
away, the pure Silver being ſuffer'd to grow cold 
at the Bottom, and ſo is taken out in Ingots. 

On my return to ' Stockholm, I found at the 
Houſe of Mr. Bruce, a Nobleman of Lorrain, who 
had a Scots Tutor, who had no other Buſineſs in 
Sweden, than to obtain the King's Permiſſion td 
viſit Os « This young Man had read ſome 
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Books 
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Books of Travels, which had truck him with a 


kind of Phrenzy, and had fill'd him with ſuch a 
paſſionate Deſire of ſeeing whether all he had read 


about the Laplanders was true, that nothing could 
reſtrain him from making this Expedition. I was 
very deſirous of bearing him company, the rather 
becauſe the King of Sweden received him very 
oraciouſly, and directed his Chancellor to furniſh 
him with Letters to all the Governors, and other 


Royal Officers, requiring them to take all imagi- 


nable Care of him; and to ſhow him, in the ſateſt 
Manner they could, all the Rarities of that deſert 
Country. I mention d my Inclination to Mr. 
Bruce, who at firſt would have diſſuaded me from 
it; but, after alittle Diſcourſe, he promis'd to pro- 


cure my Relation's Conſent, in which he was as 


good as his Word. 


I cannot. help obſerving to you, on this Oben, | 


ſion, how ſeldom. we are proper Judges of other 


People's Conduct. At that Time, I very well re; 


member, 'I-look*d upon this Gratification of my 
Deſires as a Mark of my Relation's Weakneſs, for, 
ſaid I to myſelf, of what Uſe can a Voyage to Lap- 
land be to a young Man who is to ſubſiſt in the 
World by his Induſtry. But J have liv'd to ſee my 
Error. He ſuffer'd me to purſue the Bent of my 
Inclinations, that I might be accuſtomed to vari- 


ous Climates, and to all the Fatigues of Travelling; 


having in View thoſe troubleſome Journies I after- 
wards made into Ruſſia and Poland, to his great 
Profit, and ſomewhat alſo to my own Advan- 
tage. Certain it 1s, that ten Years Reſidence in 
Sweden would not have fitted me ſo well for the 
Toils I afterwards went through, and the Affairs 
I wasemploy'din, as this Excurſionof five Months 


which ſtrengthned my Conſtitution, rendered me 


perfect- 
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perfectly acquainted with all the Ways of travel- 
ing in the North, and gave me a Contempt for 
thoſe Labours which otherwiſe I ſhould have 
thought inſupportable. I will not enter upon a 
new Subject, after writing you ſo long an Epiſtle. 
Think of favouring me with one of equal Di- 


menſions, and be aſſur'd that I am, and always 
ſhall be, | | | . | 


Your affeftionate Friend, 


And moſt obedient Servant, 


PHILINTUS. 


LETTER u 
HIL A RIO PH II. INT Us. 


APLES is held to be the third City in 
[taly for its Bigneſs, but in reſpect to its 
Beauty, and the Number of its Inhabitants, it is 
beyond all Queſtion the firſt; neither is it eaſy to 
aſſign any Kind of Excellence in which it does 
not ſurpaſs all the Italian Cities. The Sea forms 
a kind a Baſon for its Port, from which we be 
hold the Place like a noble Amphitheatre. If you 
enquire for Caſtles, here are three; that of St. 
Elmo, which commands the whole City; that 
which is ſtiled De/ Ovd, ſtanding on a Rock, con- 
nected with the Land, by a Bridge of two hundred 
Paces; and the new Caſtle, which is alſo fine. 
* 1 The 
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'The Mole is a noble Work, whether we con- 
ſider its Beauty or its Uſe. If Magrificence charm 
you, here are the fineſt Churches in the Univerſe. 
But if you are delighted with fine Proſpects, the 
Balcony of the Vice-Roy's Palace ſhows you one 
the World cannot equal, and which neither Words 
nor Pencil can deſcribe, If the Mind becomes 
ſated even with a Variety of agreeable Sights, 
here is Mount Veſuvius, which intermixes Terror 
with Delight. Would you behold the Marks of 
flouriſhing Trade, here are three Ports, and the 
nobleſt Sea · Proſpect you can wiſh. Would you 
entertain yourſelt with a Sight of fine Houſes, the 
Street of Toledo is compoled of nothing elſe ; but 
if, fatigued with ſuch Shows, you ſigh for a rural 
Scene, at the very Gates of Naples you may find 
it. Perhaps you will think that I write too much 
in the Stile of an Italian. Alas! there is no writ- 
ing of Naples in another; a Man muſt be blind 
nor to admire its Beauties, and ungrateful if he 
uſes common Language to exprels them. A Nea- 
politan Lady ſeeing once-the King of Spain, thought 
ſhe made him the higheſt Compliment in wiſhing 
he might live to be Viceroy of Naples, without 
conſidering he was the Viceroy's Maſter, Moſt 
People impute this to Folly, but I for my Part, 
do not wonder that the Idea of Naples ſhould take 
up a Woman's whole Brain, ſince I find it im- 
F to quit the Nr e but with Re- 
ret. 
5 The Moment I enteric this Place, I met with 
nothing but new and agreeable Sights. The Day 
after my Arrival, croſſing the Street with my 
Halian Friend, I met ſeven young Women in the 
oddeſt Dreſs I ever ſaw. Each of them had on 
a 105 Ig; * Gown, eirt with a Cord of the ſame 
Col. ur. 
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Colour. Their Heads were ſhav'd, their Faces 
cover'd with a Veil of violet Gauſe, and their 
Feet naked. They were all as beautiful as 
Angels, and none of them above eighteen or 
nineteen Years old. They were attended by a 
Prieft, and two Gentlemen; and before I had 
Time to aſk my Friend what they were, they be- 
gan to ſing a Hymn, the Words of which were 
ſo tender and the Tune ſo melancholly, that a 
Man muſt have had no Heart who could hear 
them without melting. Theſe Women are tiled 
Penitents, and are ſuchas after having been ſeduc'd 
from the Paths of Virtue, by a Propenſity to 
Pleaſure, have been laſh'd back again by Remorſe. 
They live together like Nuns, on the Charity of 
well-diſpoſed People, which they aſk in this Man- 
ner, and though they are under no Manner of 
Reſtraint, come into the Society voluntarily, and 
are at Liberty to leave it when they pleaſe; yet 
is there ſcarce an Inſtance of any one that has 
quitted it, ſo much ſtronger 1 is Repentance than 
virtuous Reſolution. . 

My Companion led me to paſs the Afternoon 
at this Houſe of an Acquaintance of his, Don 
Franciſco Caraffa, a Neapolitan, of a moſt illuſtrious 
Family. He is a great Virtuoſo; and, which I 
have ſeldom met within one Perſon, i is equally well 
acquainted with Hiſtory and the Mathematicks. 
He has an exceeding good Library, fill'd with va- 
riety of Books in All Sciences and Languages; 
what ſurprized me moſt was, his Knowledge in 
the Eugliſb Tongue, and the Pains he had 
taken to underſtand Milton. I happened by Ac- 
_ .cident to have a Volume of Dryden's Plays in my 
Pocket, with his Effay on Dramatick Poetry, of 
3 I made him a Preſent, and it ſeem'd to 
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give him a great deal of Pleaſure. After a good 


deal of Diſcourſe, we fell ſome Way or othe” up- 


on the Order of the Cartbuſian Monks. I happened 
to expreſs a Degree of Wonder, that Men were 
able to ſupport for ſo many Years the Auſterities 
of that Order. To this he made no Anſwer, but 
ſmiling aſk*'d my Friend, it I _ ſeen their Con- 
vent? To which he anſwered; hat this was but 

the ſecond Day of my being n york City. Well 
then, replied he, riſing up, let us go. there; I 
will undertake you ſhall be well ſatisfied with the 
Sight of the Place, and with the Company of the 
Monks. I told him I was ready to follow him, 


and away we went. 


This Convent, which in England we ſhould 
call the Charter-Houſe, is ſeated on an Eminence 
which overlooks the whole City. It muſt be own- 
ed, that the Aſcent is pretty difficult, but when 
you are once there, nothing can be more charm- 
ing. The Church is exquiſitely beautiful, and all 
Things therein rich beyond Expreſſion. We ex- 
amin'd ſome of the Relics, and other Curioſities, 
and then deſcended by a Stair-Caſe of the fineſt 
white Marble, into the baſe Court of the Cloyſter, 
which is prodigiouſly grand. It is ſupported by 


ſixty Marble Pillars, and the Area is laid out in 


a Parterre, of Orange, Myrtle, andBergamot T rees, 
judiciouſly diſpos'd, and admirably well kept; Don 
Franciſco cary'd us to the Cell of Brother Raphael 
de Pana, who receiv'd us with great Politeneſs. 

But it is well that before I entered it, I knew it 


to be the Cell of a Monk, for otherwiſe, I ſhould 
have taken it for an Apartment in a Palace. Ir 


was wainſcoted with white Cedar, finely carv'd, 


and there was behind, a little Garden, neatly laid 
out with a Marble Fountain in the Center, and a 
_ Green- 


i 
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Green-houſe for young Plants. I could not help 
expreſſing my Surprize, and telling both the 
Gentleman and the Monk, that I had heard very 
different Deſcriptions of the Cartbuſian Monaſteries 
in other Parts of Europe. And they may be very 
Juſt, ſaid Brother Raphael; ours differs from the 
reſt of the Houſes of our Order, but I hope we 
differ not much from the reſt of our Brethren. 
What we have here, we owe to the Charity of our 
Founders, and ſuch as live on Alms cannot well 
be vain of what ſhows their Indigence rather 
than their Abundance. In other Convents of our 
Order, you may ſee what a Contempt good Men 
have for the good Things of this World, and 
here too you may diſcern, that we are not afraid 
of being corrupted by making a moderate Uſe of 
them. In that Garden, I work with my own 
Hands, and moſt of theſe Moveables are the 
Fruits of my own Labour. But what would you 
ſay to the Lodgings of our Prior? They are not 
inferior to thoſe of the Viceroy, yet he lives like 
a Prieſt in the Palace of a Prince. The Mag- 

nificence of our Monaſtery hath made no Im- 
preſſion on our Morals. You ſeem to be a 
Stranger and a Heretick, otherwiſe J had not ſaid 
ſo much. Do not fancy I uſe that Term by way 
of Reproach, I mean by it no more than that it has 
hindred you from being acquainted with our Cuſ- 
toms. 

After we had been elegantly entertain'd, we 
went to ſee theſe boaſted Lodgings of the Prior; ; 
and indeed we found them much fitter for a So- 
vereign than one who had made a Vow of Po- 
verty. I did not think it good Manners to lay ſo; 
but as I returned, I could not help hinting it to 
Don Franciſco and my Friend. Well, ſaid the 

| * 3 Nea- 
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Neapolitan Cavalier, I only promiſed to diſpoſſeſs 


you of your frightful Ideas of the Carthuſiansn. 1 
did not tell you that I ſhould defend their Man- 
ner of Living, or the Magnificence of their Mo- 
naſtry. Perhaps I think as you do; but theſe are 
Points upon which we never criticiſe at Naples. 
I eaſily perceiv'd the Propriety of the Reproof, 
and reſolv'd with myſelf never to deſerve another. 
He prevail'd upon us to viſit him the next After- 
noon, when he promiſed to ſhow me another and 
yet a pleaſanter Scene. 

Don Caraffa kept his Word, for he introduc'd 
us to the politeſt Aſſembly at Naplas there were 
many Perſons of the firſt Diſtinction, ſeveral 
Ladies, and not a few of the Clergy there. The 
Company diverted themſelves as they thought fit ; 
ſome' were at Cards, others drank Chocolate, the 


reſt amus'd ' themſelves in Converſation. Don 


Franciſco preſented me to every Body, and as an 
Enghſh Gentleman, I wes welcome to all, for 
as the Company conſiſted of the warmeſt Parti- 
Zans of the Auſtrian Houſe, a Native of our Iſland 
was naturally intitled to their Friendſhip. Here 
I ſaw a Perſon who had made himſelf famous 
throughout all Ttahy; he was ſtil'd Don Melchior 
de la Cerda; he paſs'd for a Spaniſh Nobleman, and 
indeed there was nothing in his Behaviour which 
feem*d inconſiſtent with that Title. But his Love 


of Play, and his continual Succeſs at it, his tra- 


velling from one Place to another, and his perfect 
Acquaintance with foreign Languages and Cuſ- 
toms, made it appear doubtful whether he was of 
that Nation. His Retinue, except his Steward, 


were all Halians; his Conduct Was ſo circumſpect, 
his Converſation ſo agreeable, and his Generoſity 


0 great, that norwichſtandung the Jealouſy ſome. 
; e 
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People had of him, he was every where well re- 
ceiv'd, and nobody was able to fix the leaſt Stain 
upon his Character. But I have troubled you too 
long with Trifles ; let us now come to Things of a 
more ſerious Nature. 3 
The Palace of the Vice- Roy, which fronts the 
Street of Toledo, is one of the fineſt Structures that 
can be imagined. Thoſe who are ſkilled in 
Architecture, admire the Beauty of the Building, 
and ſuch as have only the great Science of com- 
mon Senſe, are charmed with the Conveniency 
of its Apartments, and that natural Dependency 
they have on each other. Theſe Apartments are 
very richly furniſh'd, and every thing you fee 
there, appears worthy of a crown'd Head; but 
what ſeems to be the moſt valuable Thing to the 
Vice-Roy himſelf, is a private Paſſage by which 
he may retire into the new Caſtle, and thereby ſe- 
cure himſelf from the Rage of a mad and muti- 
nous People. The new Caſtle is a good Fortifi- 
cation for this Purpoſe, but would ſignify little for 
any other, nor do I think it would be poſſible 
to defend Naples with any Garriſon leſs than an 
Army ſufficient to meet the Enemy in the Field, 
For the Encouragement of the Sciences, there 
is a grand College here, called Studii Novi, 
which is a fine Pile of Building. , Here there are 
Profeſſors of all Sorts, with very handſome Ap- 
pointments : Public Schools, and whatever: elſe 
might contribute to render the Scholars educated 
there an Honour to their Country. Beſides this, 
there are ſeveral other Colleges, and the Jeſuits, 
as in other Places, undertake the Education af 
Youth in their Convents. Yet after all, it muſt 
be admitted, that they are many Places where the 
Sciences are more happily cultivated than at 
1 5 1 4 6 Va: ples 5 
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Naples, notwithſtanding it has all the Advantages 
that a Philoſopher would require to conſtitute a 
Seat of the Muſes. I know you will, by this 
Time, ſee the. Cauſe, which is in reality the Bi- 
gotry of the People. I am ſure there is no Man 
leſs inclin'd than I, to encourage looſe Thoughts 
in reſpect to religious Subjects; yet can I not con- 
ceive that God can be properly worſhipped, while 
our Devotions are independent of our Underſtand- 
ings. They permit and encourage here exceſſive 
Enthuſiaſm; and there is never wanting either a 
Friar or a Nun, bleſs'd with extraordinary Reve- 
lations, under Colour of which, they talk with 
an abſurd Licenſe of the moſt ſacred Subjects. 
This: ſhocks Men of tolerable Underſtanding, 
and is the great Source of conceal'd Atheiſm : 
While a manly Piety, and a rational Spirit of 
Religion, like that of the Primitive Chriſtians, 
never appears, becauſe Pomp and Vanity, magni- 
ficent Shows, and needleſs Pennances, paſs here. 
for Goſpel Duties; ſo that while the Neapolitans 
are the moſt ſuperſtitious, they are certainly the 
leaſt religious People, even in ab, which is ſay- 
ing a great deal, and I wiſh it was ſaying too 
much. | \ 

There is another Structure in Naples, which I 
cannot paſs by; it is called the Mount of Piety, 
and is indeed a very beautiful and corre& Build- 
ing; but it is the Uſe made of this Houſe which 
induced me to ſpeak of it, and I flatter myſelf 
that you will be very well pleaſed with a ſhort Ac- 
count of it. It is what I am told is call'd in Holland 
a Lumber, I ſuppole it ſhould be Lombard- Houſe, 
| becauſe the Lombards were the firſt People who 
fell into this kind of Traffick. The Difference 
ſeems to be that the latter belongs to private Per- 
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ſons, whereas the former is a publick Foundation. 
In a City like Naples it is eaſy to conceive, that 
there are vaſt Numbers of Poor, who yet are not 
Beggars. To prevent their becoming fo, there could 
not be a bettter Contrivance than the Mount of 
Piety, where, on all ſorts of Goods, Furniture, 
Cloaths, or Merchadiſe, Money may be bor- 
row'd with the utmoſt Secrecy, and at the loweſt 
Rate of Intereſt; for any Sum under thirty 
Crowns, the Perſon who borrows it pays no In- 
tereſt for the ſpace of eighteen Months, and even 
at the End of that Term, if he applies himſelf 
to the Directors of the Mount, they will renew 
his Bill of Sale for eighteen Months more, with- 
cout a Farthing Expence. For Sums above thirty 

Crowns, there is an Intereſt paid of two per Cent. 
When the Goods are brought in they are fairly 
appraiſed, and the Dirrectors lend two Thirds of 
their Value. If in eighteen Months they are not 
redeem'd, they are ſold publickly, when the Di- 
rectors of the Mount take their Money with 
three per Cent. for the Intereſt of a Year and a 
half, and pay over what remains to the Proprietor; 
but if any Perſon is defirous of preventing his 
Goods from being ſold, he may apply to the Di- 
rectors, who will grant him a new Bill for other 
eighteen Months, without taking any Thing, ad- 
ding the Intereſt due to the fortner Principal. 
For the Support of this Mount, large Sums of 
Money have been given by charitable People, and 
many who are rich make Uſe of it as a, Bank, 
and what in my Opinion is the moſt ſingular of 
all, in the many Revolutions which have happen- 
ed in the Kingdom of Naples, this Mount has 
not only eſcap'd plundering, but even Moleſta- 
tion. The Want of Paper, ſince I do not pro- 


poſe 


ſ. 
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poſe to write a Volume but a Letter, obliges me 
to tell you, that my Friendſhip ſhall be as invio- 
lable as this Mount, and that withal I am for the 
preſent, 1 6 | 

F Your moſt obedient Servant, 
| Nov. 1709. : x | 
_ HIL ARI. 


LETTER VII. 
PHILINTUSSο⁵ HILARIO. 


FT HAVE told my dear Friend how I came to 
think of making an Expedition into Lapland ; 
the Nobleman I was to accompany was in ſuch a 
Hurry to be gone, that he would ſcarce wait the 
proper Seaſon of the Year, tho* he was told, that 
the Cold was ſo exceſſive in Lapland, even in 
the Beginning of June, that Strangers are unable to 
bear it. On the twenty-fifth of that month we em- 
bark*d at Stockholm for Torneo, which is ſeated at 
the Extremity of the Bothnick Gulf, at the Di- 
ſtance of two hundred Swedib Miles from the 
City laſt mentioned, which make about fix hun- 
dred of ours; we had a very fair Wind, and a 
pleaſant Voyage, At our Arrival we found a 
very ſorry Town, and no great number of Peo- 
ple; whereas in the Winter Time, when the Sea 
is frozen over, and the Snow has filPd up all the 
Cavities in the Rocks and Mountains, vaſt Mul- 
titudes of al! Nations reſort thither, that is, of 
1]: | all 
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all the Northern Nations, ſuch as Ruſſes, Fins, Nor- 
vegian, Swediſh and Muſcovite Lapianders, who 
on their Skates make nothing of travelling, or 
rather ſliding on the Snow a hundred of our Miles 
in a Day; and when they travel on Ice, they 
make ſtill greater Journies. From this Town of 


Torneo all the Country to the North Cape is in- 


habited by Laplanders, who have no ſettled Ha- 


bitations, but roam about as the Paſture permits, 


or the Seaſon invites. 


We remained ſome little Time at Torneo, at the. 


Houſe of the Maſter of our Ship, on Account of 
the Indiſpoſition of two of our Company; but 
on the tenth of July we quitted it, and in the 
Company of a Lapland Prieſt, ſet out to view the 
Country. When we travelled by Land it was 


either on Foot, or in a Lapland Sledge, which 


the Inhabitants call Pulea; tis made in the Form 


of a Canoe, is entirely the Manufacture of theſe 
Savages, and is compoſed of ſeveral Pieces of 


Wood, ſow'd or rather bound together with 


Thongs, cut out of the Hide of a Rain Deer; 


its Form is ſuch as requires a Keel, upon which 


it ſlides. It is certainly far from being a conve- 


nient Vehicle, eſpecially to thoſe who are not ac- 
cuſtom'd to it, for it rolls from Side to Side, 
and the Animal made Uſe of to draw it, goes at 
ſuch a furious Rate, even down ihe ſteepeſt 
Mountains, that if one has not a very ſtrong 


0 

oats, made Mithe fame Artiſts, and in the ſame 
_ Way, that is by ſowing them together, with the 
Sinews of their Rain Deer, and filling up the 


”*  - 


Head, the Mlocity of the Motion is apt to make 
855 giddy. Nt we went by Water it was in 


Chinks with Moſs; this renders them found and 


ſtrong enough at leaſt for their Uſe, and withal 
3 5 ſo 
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ſo light, that they can carry them with great Eaſe. 
It would be to no Purpoſe to tire you' with the 
Journal of our Travels through a wild and deſert 
Country, which is only remarkable for affording 
a great variety of ſavage Proſpects, not altoge- 
ther unpleaſant. I will endeavour therefore to 
give you a conciſe Account of the Place, and 
the People without Exaggeration, a Liberty which 
moſt Writers take as a juſt Compenſation for the 
Pains that an Expedition into this wide and waſte 
Part of the World coſts them. 

That Country which is now called Lapland, 
was anciently ſtiled Biarmia, and if you have a 
mind to ſce what Wonders have been related of 
it, you need only conſult Olaus Magnus, who 
wrote a Hiſtory of the Northern Nations, the 
beſt Edition of which is that printed at Rome; 
and this once perſued, | dare ſay you will never 
defire to read another Author upon the Subject. 
The farſt Writer that ever mention'd Lapland by 
that Name was Saxo Gramaticus, who flouriſhed 
in the latter End of the Twelfth, or beginning 
of the I hirteenth Century. This Denomination 
is ſuppoſed to come from the Word Lap, which 
in the Language of the Fins ſignifies exiled, That 
the Inhabitants of Lapland are really deſcended 
from the Finlanders, is pretty certain; but that 
they did not penetrate into theſe Parts before this 
Time is a Miſtake, for there are authentick Re- 
_ cords which ſay that the Fins had peopled Bzar- 
mia with their Colonies in the Ninth Century. 
The Extent of Lapland is very great, but not 
certainly known; it hath the Cape and the frozen 
Sea on the North, Mu ſcovy on the Eaſt, Norway 
on the Weit, and the Hotbnick Gulf on the South. 
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The Air is very pure, but exceſſive ſharp. In 
the moſt Northern Parts their - longeſt Day is 
about a Month, and their longeſt Night of the 
ſame Duration; then there is this Difference 
between them, that tho' the former is continual 
Sunſhine, yet the latter is by no means to be 
eſteemed dark, the Moon and Stars giving a very 
pleaſant Light: ſo that this Seaſon is far from be- 
ing irkſome or inconvenient to the Natives; but 
they are much expoſed to Storms, which are ſudden 
and terrible beyond Deſcription. In Summer 
again they are miſerably plagued with Flies, 
which 1s owing to the great Heat, and is by much 
the ſevereſt Miſchief theſe People ever. feel, and 
againſt which they have no other Detence than 
that of making great Fires, the Smoak of which 
renders them as tawny as ſo many Indians. 
The Soil is very ſhallow, and moſt fruitfu 
where it is ſhalloweſt ; near ſome of their Mines 
the Swedes cultivate Corn, which they ſow and 
reap in ſix Weeks; but the Laplanders never 
trouble themſelves this Way, but are content with 
various kinds of wild Berries, which are pleaſant 
enough, and very wholſome, and of which they 
have great Variety, as alſo ſome wild Apples and 
Cherries. Fiſh and Fowl they have in great 
plenty; and as for Cattle, their Rain Deer ſup- 
ply them with Milk, Cheeſe and Fleſh; be- 
ſides which, they kill and eat Bears, eſteeming 
their Paws an excellent Diſh. - As to the Manners 
of theſe People I cannot think them ſo wild or ſo 
bad as they are generally repreſented. | 

All the Utenſils. in their Houſes, all their 
Cloaths, Carriages, Buildings, are of their own 
Fabrick, and tho? they ſeem very odd to us, yet 
are the moſt evidently fit and convenient for them, 
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and the Swedes eſteem their Baſkets, Shoes, 
Gloves, Sc. very much. That they want Cou- 
rage, is owing to their want of Government, and 


want of Education; and as to their being idle, 


the principal Cauſe of it is their not having any 
Thing to do. As to Religion they are all Chriſ- 
tians, and have Lutheran Priefts amongſt them of 
their own Nation; ſome of whom are very far 


from being deſtitute either of Senſe or of Learning. 


As to their Proneneſs to Magick, we need not 


wonder at it, it is the Foible of all the North, 


nor are they much more credulous in this 
Reſpect than their Neighbours. They are very 
hoſpitable to Strangers, and conceive there is a 
mighty Difference between the Natives of other 


Countries and themſelves, which they carry to 


ſuch an Exceſs, as to eſteem a Woman for having 
had a Baſtard by a Stranger. In ſome Reſpects 
their Condition is very ſingular; for they have 


more Maſters, and yet enjoy greater Liberty than 


almoſt any other People; for they move about 
wherever they think fit, and yet they pay Tri- 
bute to. the King of Sweden for the Lands which 


they occupy; to the Czar for Leave to hunt in 


his Country; and to the King of Denmark, for a 


Licence to fiſn in certain Rivers. Theſe Cuſtoms 


are levied ſometimes in Money, ſometimes in 
Goods, and are paid at thoſe Fairs to which 


they reſort, in order to diſpoſe of the reſt. Per- 


haps you would be glad to know what the Trade 
of Lapland conſiſts in, a Queſtion that is eaſily 
anſwered ; almoſt all Traffick is carry'd on here 


by Barter, the Laplanders bring the Skins of Er- 


mine, black, red, and white Foxes, Otters, Mar- 


tins, Beavers, Squirels, Wolves, Bears, and Rain 


Deer; as alſo Boots, Shoes, Gloves, Cheeſe, dried 
4 | | Salmon 
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Salmon and Pike. They take in Return Woollen 
and Linnen Cloth, Copper, Braſs, Salt, Knives, 
and above all Brandy and Tobacco, to both which 
they are univerſally and exceſſively addicted. 
They are generally ſpeaking healthy, but not 
abſolutely free from Diſeaſes, as ſome would have 
us believe; they make Uſe of few and thoſe ver) 
efficacious Medicines; Angelica boiled in Milk re- 
lieves all Complaints in the Stomach. When any 
of their Limbs are frozen, they take a red hot Iron, 
ſtrike it into a Cheeſe, and anoint the Place affected 
with the Oyl which drops from thence; in caſe 
of Boils or Breakings out, they apply a red hot 
Coal, and this actual Cautery cures them. They 
live to extreme old Age, but commonly grow 
blind about Seventy, which is owing to the Re- 
flection of the Sun Beams from the Snow while 
they are Abroad, and the thick Clouds of Wood 
 Smoak in which they are involv'd when they ſtay 
at Home. They bath themſelves in a kind of Stoves, 
and when their whole Bodies ſeem diſſolv'd in Sweat, 
they run out of a ſudden, and plunge themſelves 
naked in ſome adjoining Stream. They have good 
ſharp Stomachs, and eat heartily of what they 
can get; ſome of them make Bread of the Bark, 
of a Tree; others dry Fifh, and rub it into a 
kind of Meal, which is alſo practiſed by the In- 
habitants of the Iſlands of Fero. In the Winter 
Time moons always a Kettle of Water over 
the Fire, that they may not want ſomething to 
drink, and — they generally Fink 
e of Fiſh and Fleſh boyl'd together. 
Cabbins are very mean Places, and the Fire 
is always made in the middle, there being a Hole 
in the Roof to let out a Part of the Smoak; the 
Men do every Thing that is laborious, and the 
4 . | Women 
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Brandy is very plenty; as to Succeſſions, the Law 
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Women are etploy” d in making their Cloaths, 
Cheeſe, and ſuch like, for as to dreſſing of Meat, 
that as well as taking it, belongs to the Men. Ex- 
cept Drinking, they have few Vices, and thoſe 
they have they have learn'd from Strangers, for 
whom they have ſuch a Deference, that they think 
all Things right they do. Of late Years the 
Swedes have civiliz'd, which includes ſubject- 
ing the Laplanders, much more than formerly; 
and very probably, in Proceſs of Time, they will 
make ſtill greater Alterations; yet whatever is 
done muſt be flowly and gently, for if a Laplan- 


der is vex'd, he changes his Country without the 


Formality of an Act of Naturalization; and this 
is one Reaſon why they are ſo kindly: dealt with. 
As to any Government amongſt themſelves, there 
is none, ſave that which ſome People are fo fond 
of, I mean the Patriarchal. Every Father of a 
Family is the Prince of it from the Moment he 
becomes a Parent to the laſt of his Life; all his 


Sons are his Servants, and fo are his Sons-in-law 


fora Year; neither is this little Sovereignty with- 


out its Cares and Jealouſies; inſomuch, that 


ſometimes a Laplander, through an extreme Deſire 
of preſerving his Wealth, hides it in Places 
where it is never found, if he dies ſuddenly with- 
out revealing his Secret. At the Fairs there is a 
Swediſh Judge who preſides, hears all Cauſes, and 
determines them with equal-Juſtice and Expedi- 
tion. At theſe Fairs alſo they have their Chil- 

dren chriſten'd, and perform other Acts of Re- 
ligion, to which however they are not naturally 
much inclin*d; and they likewiſe conſummate their 
Marriages at theſe Meetings, where all the Re- 
lations are together, and where of Conſequence 
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is the ſame amongſt them as amongſt the Sedes; 
the Wife has one half, and the. Children the 
other. Their Riches conſiſt principally in Herds 
of Rain Deer, of which ſome are not leſs than a 
thouſand or twelve hundred. In order to make my 
| Deſcription of the Laplanders as complete as | can, 
I will give you the beſt Account I am able of 
this Animal, of which, ſo far as I have obſerv'd, 
moſt Writers of Travels talk- but very confuſedly. 
The Swedes call this uſeful Creature Rheen, 
winch in their Language ſignifies both zeat and 
imble. It is conſiderably bigger than a Stag, 
which its Head reſembles exactly ; but it differs 
from it in its Horns, which are very large, and 
turn back in a Semi- circle on its Neck, Beſides 
theſe, they have a ſtrong Horn jutting forth in the 
middle of their Forehead, and one over each Eye; 
theſe however grow all from one Root, and are 
prodigiouſly firm and ſtrong; their Weight and 
their Diſpoſition render them ſometimes trouble- 
ſome to the Creature when feeding upon a Flat; 
and therefore, where Boughs are to be had, the Rain 
Deer generally brouze, at other Times they. feed 
on Moſs, of which there is great Plenty, and 
of which they have ſo quick a Scent, that a Rain 
Deer will find it when it is cover'd twenty Inches 
or more under the Snow, and then by ſcratching 
with its Fore-feet, will open itſelf a Paſſage to 
this beloved Food. The Hair of this Creature is 
much darker than that of a Stag, and while they 
are young is almoſt black ; as they g grow up it in- 


clines to a yellow, its Legs are not lo ſmall, and 


yet they are nimbler than other Deer. What 1s 
remarkable, and indeed peculiar to the Ra Deer 
is, the cracking of its Join ts, particularly its 
Ankles, which is lixethe Noiſe made in — 
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a Nut, infomuch that you may hear a Rain Deer 
almoſt as far as you can ſee it. The Feet are al- 
moſt round, and perfectly cloven; but this Ant- 
mal does not chew the Cud, nor has it any Gall. 

The Laplenders diſtinguiſh three Sorts of Rain 
Deer, the Wild, the Hali-Wild, and the Tame; 
the Wild are of a blacker Colour, larger, ſtrong- 
er, and bolder than the reſt; the Laplanders hunt 


them with great Eagerneſs, both on Account of 


their Skins, "and of their F leſh, the former being 
more valuable, and the latter better taſted than 
that of the tame Sort. The Halt-wild are pro- 
duced by letting the tame Does run in the Woods 
at Rutting-time, when they accompany with the 
wild Bucks, which makes their Fawns ſtronger, 


and more nimble than thoſe which are bred by 


two tame Deer; of theſe they chuſe the biggeſt 
and moſt vigorous for their Sledges, and uſe the 
reſt as Beaſts of Burden. 

The Rain Deer are moſt orofitable Animals a- 
live and dead, and it muſt be own'd, that the 
Laplenders know how to make the moſt of them. 
Beſides the Uſes before mention'd they make 
many more of them, while alive; for Example, 
they drink their Milk, which 1s very fat and 
thick, of this they ab make Cheeſes, which, 
when they have Salt to ſprinkle them with, are 
very rich and Pleaſant. other wiſe they taſte but 
very indifferently. When they kill them they 
make ſomething of every Thing; for Example, 


they ftuff Cuſhions and Beds with their Hair; of 
their Skins they make themſelves Cloaths, Boots, 


and Gloves; the Fleſh they eat, and indeed there 
cannot ge better Food, for it is full of Juices, very 
fat ar the proper Seaſon, which is about Micbael- 
nas, pleaſant to the Taſte, and withal very nou- 
2: 5 riſhing 
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riſhing and wholeſome. The Laplanders, by ex- 
Poſing it to the Cold, give it a Hardneſs equiva- 
lent ro that of hung Beef, which preſerves it 
from Corruption. Of the Bones they make in- 
numerable Uſes; they, for Example, make Croſs 
Bows of them, head Arrows, and inlay all their 
wooden Utenſils and Baikets with the Splinters 
of them; they dry the Blood into a folid Body, 
which they keep to boil in their Broths, and to 
make Sauce for their 'Fiſh. Of their Sinews 
they make Thread, with the fineſt of which they 
ſew their Cloaths, and with the coarſer they bind 
their Sledges and their Boats. All this appears 
barbarous to Strangers; but I confeſs to me it 
ſeems very ingenious, ſince it is certain, if the 
Laplanders did not take theſe Methods of provid- 
ing for themfelves, they would find it a diffi- 


cult Thing to manage better by any other way 


we could teach them. Their manner of Ts 
therefore is conformable to their Condition, and is 
quite void of what we call properly Barbariſm, 


ſince it is eſſential thereto, that People make a a 
wrongorrathera prepoſterous Uſe of good Things; 


whereas theſe People, to ſay the worſt of them, 
make Shift as well as they can with what Nature 
has given them, and are fo far from calling her a 
Step-Mother, or upbraiding her with want of 


Kindneſs towards them, that they are paſſio- 


nately fond of their native Country, and would 


never go-without it, to look for greater Conveni- 


encies z which obliges ſuch as incline to purchaſe 
their Furrs to go and fetch them, on which I can 
aſſure you ſome Lapland Poets have ſaid {ſmarter 

Things than you can ealily imagine. 
But I dare ſay I have tired you a ready with 
ay Tales of a Country no very polite Man would 
K 2 ſuffer 
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ſuffer ſo much as his Thoughts to ſtray through; 
yet I own to you frankly, that I was never better 
diverted than while amongſt them, inſomuch, 
that I began to fancy I had caught the Lorrainer's 
Madneſs, and was in danger of turning Laplander 
myſelf. You will believe that I do not carry this 
farther than the Truth, when ] tell you, that had 
it not been for his Tutor, we had unqueſtionably 
viſited the Frontiers of Ryffia with our new Ac- 
quaintance. At length the increaſing Cold brought 
s to our Wits, and inclined us to think of get- 
ting back as ſoon as poſſible into Sweden, of which 
Journey I ſhall, if you defire it, give you an Ae- 
count in my next. Your laſt Letter has given 
me great Satisfaction, but methinks I could wiſh 
to be well inform'd as to the Manners of the 
Neapolitans in general, ſince I am afraid the Ac- 
counts we have of them do not do them Juſtice, 


a Point in which I dare ſafely truſt you. Adieu 
my Friend, and believe me to be molt ſincere] 


Yours, in all the Senſes of the Word, 
PHILINTUS. 


E- LETTER N. 
1 [ITT ARIO w PHILINTUS. 


SHOULD have enter'd without Ceremony 
on the Subject you preſcrib'd me, if an Acci- 
dent that has N here gd had not ap- 
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pear'd to me of too ſingular a Nature to be conceal- 
ed from you. Two or three Days ago there ar- 
rived an Officer of the Grand Duke's, who brought 
with him an Order to make a ſtrict Search, tor a 
Native of Flanders, who had lately made his Eſcape 
out of the Priſons of the Inquiſition at Rome ; but 
the Order came too late, the Man having ſailed 
the Day before in a Dutch Ship : His Crime was 
of a very extraordinary Kind; he had been em- 
ployed by ſome curious Ladies at Rome, to pro- 

cure ſome of the conſecrated Hoſts, for magical 
Purpoſes. In order to execute this excellent Com- 
miſſion he hid himſelf in a Church, and in the 
dead of the Night attempted to break open the 
Door of the Sacriſtary. In this he ſucceeded, 

but had hardly entered the Place before a Lamp 
which was hanging there, fell by Accident on his 
Head, and gave him ſuch a Blow, that he cry'd 
out, in his Surprize ; and being overheard by ſome 
Women who were at a Labour, they immediate- 
ly gave Notice to the Sexton ; and he was taken. 

In his Pocket he had a Letter which diſcover'd 
his Buſineſs, and which recommended him to the 
Care of the Holy Office. From the Moment he 
entered the Priſon he projected his Eſcape, which 
he effected in a very ſingular Manner: He told 
one of the Gaolers, that he had heard a Fellow- 
Priſoner filing the Bars at a certain Hour every 
Night, defiring the Keeper to come that Evening 
at the ſame Hour, that he might be an Ear-Wit- 
neſs of it himſelf: He came accordingly. and the 
Fellow ſhowing him a Chink in the Wall, bid 
him put his Ear to it; in doing this he was ob- 
liged to turn his Back upon the Priſoner, who 
took this Opportunity of knocking him down 
he then gag'd him, ty'd his Hands between his 
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Legs, and his Feet to the Bars of the Window 3 
ſo that he could touch nothing but with the back 
of his Head, which he wanted Power to lift. 
When he had done this, he burn'd a Hole round 
the Lock of the outer Priſon Door, and having, 


with much ado, got out of Rome before it was 


light, he hid himſelf in Woods all Day, where 
= fed upon wild Fruits and Leaves, and travelled 
all Night. When he arrived at Leghorn, he went 
to the Houſe of a Friend of his, from whence 
ne wrote to the Ladies at Rome, who had employ'd 
him. They ſent him both Money and Inſtructi- 
ons how to get off, which luckily for him he 
perform'd ; but a Spy belonging to the Holy Office 
being a Gallant to one of the Ladies, ſurprifed 
his Letter, and gave Notice of it to the Inquiſition, 
who inſtantly took ail the Precautions they could 
to have him ſecur'd at Leghorn; but to no Pur- 
poſe. The Ladies however are at preſent in his 
old Lodgings, and 'tis much to be queſtion'd 
whether they will be able to find a Way to get as 
ſafely out; E ſcapes being very unuſual T hings 
from Priſons, where the Keepers are bound Body 
for Body for the forthcoming of their Priſoners, 
and, in ſuch Caſes as this, are ; uſually condemn'd, 


either to perpetual Impriſonment, or the Gal- 


Redl. / 


This Account ought not to render the Italian 
Tnquifition, eſpecially that of Rome, dreadful in 
your Eyes, I mean in Compariſon of the Inqui- 
ſitions elſewhere ; becauſe, in Truth, they are far 
milder than thoſe in Spain, Portugal, or the In- 
dies; nay, we may carry this Matter ſtill farther, 
and affirm, that the Iaguiſibion is uſeful, and even 
neceſſary in [taly, where it meddles not ſo much 


with. Hereticks as with Auen afts, ente, and 
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Holy Cheats;- and perhaps this is of all others, if 


not the ſtrongeſt, at leaſt the cleareſt Argument 
againſt Popery. For how can we ſuppole that 
Religion to have a Purity worthy of its Divine 
Author, which we ſee leaven'd with ſuch 


ctrines, and deform'd by ſuch Practices, as ren- 


der a Tribunal like that of the Holy Office, abſo- 
lutely neceſſary for its Preſervation? When I ſay 
that the Italian Inquiſition is mild, I mean only in 
its Puniſhments, for they never burn as the other 
Inquiſitions do; but in other Reſpects the Pro- 
ceedings are pretty nearly the ſame: They admit 
of private Informations; they have every where 
their Spies; they ſeize People without Notice; 
they impriſon them where none can ſee them; 
they examine by Torture: But when they give 
Sentence, the Proceſs is made known to the Pub- 
lick: and has always an Appearance of Juſtice, 
according to the Canon Law. The Congregation 
of the Holy Office at Rome is not only ſuperior to 
all the Inguiſitions in Italy, but is likewiſe the laſt 
Reſort from all the other Tribunals throughout 
the Kingdoms and Provinces of the Catholick Re- 
ligion. The beſt Way to ſupport what I have 
been ſaying of its Equity and! Mildneſs, is to give 
you an Inſtance of the Truth of it. 

The great Foible of the Halians is Superftition, 
and this conſequently fires them with a mighty 
Paſſion of making Conqueſts over the Minds of 
other Men; or, as they phraſe it, Converts to the 
Cathoiick Faith of Rome. This Humour appears 
1n nothing more than in the Pains they take abou. 
Turks, Jews, and other Inſidels, whom they often 
bring to make a Profeſſion of Chriſtianity, but 
very rarely to become Chriſtians in their Hearts, 
which is chiefly OW! ing to that uninerciful Load 
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of Trifles with which they would burde 
Conſciences, under the ſpecious Title of Africles 
of Faith. A Roman Prince had a Turkiſh Slave, 


whoſe Name was Achmet, a Man of tolerable good 
Senſeg faithful to his Maſter, and perfectly docile © 


zand obedient. After ſome Years Service, the Prince 
came to have ſuch a Reſpect for him, that he di- 
rected his Chaplains to do their utmoſt in order 
to his Converſion. They ſucceeded in the At- 
tempt; Achmet receiv'd Baptiſm, and his Maſter 
the Prince was his Godfather, and had likewiſe 
the Goodneſs to ſettle on him a ſmall Penſion, 
which with good Management, and his own In- 
duſtry, might have ſubſiſted him handſomely. 
The Turk however had no/Notion of Labour, and 
therefore bethought bim elf of an Occupation 
which did not require it; in ſhort, he manifeſt- 
ed a Deſire of becoming a Hermit. His Pa- 
tron was very well pleaſed » with this Notion, ſup- 
poſing it a Mark of his being ſincerely a Chri- 
ſtian; and therefore he made Uſe or his Intereſt 
to. procure him a little Hermitage on the Road 
to Rome, which was extremely neat and pleaſant. 
There was a little Chapel at a ſmall Diſtance 
from his Cell, which conſiſted of three Rooms, 
with a Garden behind it, and ſome Land, which 
he was at Liberty to cultivate as he thought fit. 
Twice a Week he went a Queſting, that is, in 
plain Engliſb, a begging to a neighbouring Town, 
and ſometimes alſo to Civita Vecchia. He apply'd 
himſelf ſo briſkly to his Trade, and underſtood 
it ſo well, that in a very ſhort Space he got 
Money enough to buy him an Aſs, which carry'd 
his Proviſions and other Necefſaries by Degrees 
it was obſerv'd that he frequented the Barracks 
where the Turkiſh Priſoners lay, converſed with 
them, 
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them, and ſometimes drank with them. This 
naturally gave Offence, and he was thereupon 
admoniſh'd, but to little or no purpoſe. At length 
| however, he was ſo indiſcreet, as to drink with 
ſome of his Companions, new and ſtrong Wine, 
till he was thoroughly intoxicated. Then he ex- 
plain'd himſelf roundly, and without Ceremony, 
as to his Notions of Religion. He blaſphemed 
I Icͤus CHRIST, he ridicul'd his own Profeſſion, 
and not fatisfied with this, out he went into the 
Streets, pull'd off his Hermit's Dreſs, and cry'd 
out, I am no Chriſtian, I am a true Believer, I 
worſhip one God, and Mahommed his Prophet. As 
if the Declaration of a drunken Man could do 
Honour to any Religion! 

Tou will readily believe, that ſuch ſtrange Be- 
haviour as this did not eſcape with Impunity. Our 
Turkiſh Hermit was immediately arreſted, and con- 
ducted to the Priſon of the Inquiſition at Rome. He 
remain'd there ſix or ſeven Months. At the End 
of that Space, he had all his Effects reſtor'd to 
him, and was ſent to another Hermitage at a 
good Diſtance from Civita Vecebia, where there 
were three or four other Hermits, who were or- 
der'd-to overlook his Conduct. One who heard 
his Proceſs read, informed me, that it ſet forth 
his expreſſing, the next Day, a very deep Senſe of 
his Fault, of which he made a voluntary Con- 
feſſion, aſcribing it to the Effects of Drink, and 
the bad Company he had kept, affirming that 
though he had profeſs'd himſelf a Turk when diſ- 
order'd with Liquor, he was now ready to die 
ſober and in his Senſes, a good Chriſtian. The 
Congregation of the Holy Office, on a Report 
of this, directed, that he ſhould, by way of Pe- 
nance, be enjoia'd to live ſix Months upon Bread 


and 
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and Water; which he perform'd: and having the 
Converſation of a Divine two Hours in a Day, 
he became quite another Man, and ſhew'd all 
the exterior Marks of a ſincere Penitent. This 
was the Account they thought fit to give of this 
Apoſtate; and I. believe you will agree with me, 
that it is a ſtrong Proof of the Prudence and Mo- 
deration of this Tribunal. At Liſbon, or at 
Madrid, he would have been burn'd without Mer 
cy, and very probably would have died blaſ- 
pheming, to the Deſtruction of his own Soul, and 
the Scandal of the Chriſtian Religion. But at 
Rome, where the Clergy are at leaſt wiſer, if not 
better, ſuch Cruelties are never practis'd. That 
City is in a Manner maintain'd and {ſupported by 
Foreigners, of whom, at leaſt, a third are Protel- 
tants; perhaps, this may be one of the Motives to 
that moderate Conduct which I have commend- 
ed. As have ſaid ſo much of the Inquiſition 
in this Letter, I will conclude it with an Ac- 
count of what happened at Naples while I was 
there, and which I perſuade n you will think 


worth the reading. 


There liv'd in the Street of Toledo, a Neapoli- 
tan Lady, whoſe Name was Donna Catharina de 
Palamos, the Widow of a Spaniſh Colonel, who. 
had left her in very good Circumſtances. She was 
about thirty Years of Age, and bred up with her, 
out of Charity, her Niece 1jabella, the Daughter 
of her Siſter, who was married to another Spaniſh 
Officer, who dying with her Huſband of a peſti- 
lential Fever, left this Girl a helpleſs Sb 
The Women were both beautifu', and both amo- 


rous; but as they were Women of Honour, they 


found it difficult to match themſelves, though 
nothing would have been eaſier than to have found 
Gallants, 
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Gallants. Unluckily for them, one of their 
Maids, who was a Calabrian, had been a Cuſtomer 
to a Fortune-Teller, who, as ſhe ſaid, had told 
her many ſtrange Things. Women are naturally 
communicative, and ſo the Story reach'd both 
the Ladies Ears. When they were alone, Donna 
Tſabella could not help expreſſing a ſtrong De- 
ſire to have her Fortune told. Her Aunt re- 
prov*d her faintly ; but at laſt conſented, on Con- 
dition, that ſhe went with her, not out of Curi- 
olity, as ſhe profeſs'd, but merely by way of Pre- 
caution. The young Lady eagerly embraced the 
Fropotal, and the Calabrian Wench led them to 
the Conjurer's Lodgings. He paſs'd for a Greek 
Phyſician, but was aiterwards dif. over'd to be a 
Sicilian Monk, who had eſcaped from his Con- 
vent, and ales leading a dilfolbte Life in various 
Diſguites for three or tour Years, at length took 
up this, by which he_ made incredible Sums of 
Money. 
He entertain'd our Ladies with all the Polite=. 
neſs imaginable, diſcourſed with them on a Variety 
of Subjects, and having by this means pick'd out 
of them certain Circumſtances, while his Servant 
practiſed in the like Manner on their Maid; at 
laſt, under Pretence of withdrawing to conſul his 
Books, he took an Opportunity "of comparing 
their Obſervations; and then returning to the 
Women, {urpriz'd them with wonderful Diſco- 
veries. The Iſſue of this Conference was, that 
he promiſed for five Piſtoles to ſhow them in a 
Glais, the Figure of the Perſon who ſhould firſt * 
make his Addreſſes at their Houſe, which he un- 
dertook to do the next Afternoon. The Ladies 
then return'd Home, not a little amaz'd at what 
they heard, and ſtill more impatient about what 
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they were to ſee. At the appointed Hour they 
came to the Doctor's Apartment, where, after 
drinking a Diſh or two of Chocolate, a Servant 
entred with a Periuming Pot, and incens'd the 
Room. After this the Doctor put on a White 
Robe like a Surplice, and taking a large Book 
richly gilt, read out of it, in an unknown Tongue, 
five or fix Minutes. Then he ſet a little Table 
in the middle of the Room, upon which he plac'd 
an oval Looking-glaſs, which having adjuſted in 
its Frame, he ſprinkled with a rich Perfume, and 
after muttering two or three hard Words, the La- 
dies who fat on each Side the Glaſs, ſaw a very 


handſome Gentleman appear therein. He was 


dreſſed after the Span; Manner, reſting his right 
Hand on his Sword, and holding in his Left a 


Batton. After they conſidered him attentively for 


ſome Minutes, he diſappeared in an Inſtant; upon 
which they gave the Doctor the five Piſtoles, and 
went home highly pleas'd. 

The Spaniſh Cavalier, you need not doubt, was 
frequently the Subject of their Converſations. By 
Degrees, each of the Ladies began to claim him, 
which quickly produced a Coldneſs, and at laſt 
begat a Hatred. Donna Jſabella being intimately 
acquainted with a Lady of her own Age, the 
Daughter of a Neapolitan Lord, ſhe told her the 
Story in great Confidence. The Lady being 

mightily pleas'd with it, related it to her Mother; 
and the End of the Buſineſs was, that before three 
Weeks elaps'd, the Aunt, the Niece, the Cala- 
brian Maid, the Greek Phyſican, and his Valet, had 
all ſeparate Apartments in the Priſon of the Holy 
Office. The pretended Conjurer confeſs'd upon 
the Rack, that his Looking Glaſs was a Concave 
Mirror, which by magnifying an enamel'd Picture, 
| plac'd 
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plac'd in an oppoſite Pannel, exhibited the Figure 


the Ladies ſaw. They ſuffered however dearly for | | 


their Indiſcretion, being both ſent to do Penance ' 
in Convents at a great Diſtance from Naples ; as 
for the Maid, ſhe was adjudg'd to live upon Bread 
and Water for twelve Months, and the Conjurer 
and his Man were ſent to the Galleys, the former 
for Life, the latter for five Years. It was, after 
he was actually on board, that the pretended 
Greek was diſcovered to be a Monk, by the Galley's 
putting into a Port of Sicily, where he fell again 
into the Priſon of the Inquiſition, and what is be- 
come of him ſince I cannot tell. 
I have received all your Letters, and have been 
equally diverted with your entertaining Narrations, 
and improved by your judicious Reflections. At 
firſt I could not help wondering how you could 
be diverted amongſt ſuch Savages as the Laplanders 
are ſaid, and you allow them to be; but when I 
recollected your great Propenſity to philoſophize 
on human Nature, and to make your own rather 
than any other Species your Study; I ſaw, or at 
leaſt I fancied I ſaw, what it was that charmed 
you in thoſe Deſerts, and made the Diſcourſes of 
theſe. wild People not only bearable but pleaſant. 
The City of Afracen is a Place I know only 
by Report, and by finding its Situation in a 
Map. The Accounts I have had of it, and in- 
deed of the Ruſſian Empire in general, ſeem to 
be equally inconſiſtent and unintelligible. Some 
Writers aſſure us, that they find there all Things 
pleaſant and agreeable, and others repreſent it as 
little better than a wild Waſte, inhabited by Na- 
tions as rude as the Wilderneſs in which they 
dwell. Set me right in this, in your next, he- 
cauſe I am ſhortly to go to Rome, and our Cor 
reſpondence 
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reſpondence will be thereby interrupted for ſome 
Time. When ! return, I will endeavour to ſa- 
tisfy your Curioſity as to Leghorn, and will give 
you my Thoughts on the State of Trade in Tah, 
for your Correction rather than Information. 

The Confidence you repoſe in me, with reſpect 
to the Neapolitans, I hope I ſhall deſerve, becauſe 
if I am at all acquainted with my own Heart, I 
think I can ſafely fay, that J have no Prejudice a- 
gainſt the People of Naples, in which City I re- 
ceiv'd many more Civilities than I had reaſon to 
expect, and which it would be very ungrateful in 
me to forget. I believe I ſhall write this Da 
fortnight by Capt. D. My Father's laſt Letter 

acknowledges, in very expreſſive Terms, a Kind- 
neſs you have done him;. I defire you will add my 

Thanks to his, and be aſſured, that however 
narrow my Abilities may prove in returning, my 
Gratitude ſhall be ever retentive in remembring, 
the Obligations which bind me to your Friend- 
my wa Service. | 
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HAV E. juſt receiv'd your laſt Letter, and 
the Box of Curioſities you was ſo kind as to 
ſend me. I was down in Derbyſhire when the 
Captain arriv*d, and when I came back, he was 


Lone 
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gone to Holland. But within two Days after his 
Return, he preſented me with your Favour, of® 
which more hereafter, | when I have | thoroughly” 


conſidered its Contents. You are very complat- 
fant in what you are pleas'd to ſay of my Letters, 
which to tell you the Truth, I am afraid have 
tired you, becauſe J know every Man is not al- 
together ſo fond of the Laplanders as I am. To 
make you amends, I will write this Letter exactly 
as you direct; I will give you the beſt Account 1 


can of the City and Kingdom of Aftracan, and after- 


wards proceed to take away thoſe Inconſiftencies of 
which you complain fo much, in the Deſeriptions 
you have receiv'd of the Ryfian Empire. But be- 
tore I proceed to this you muſt indulge me a few 
Remarks on your laſt Letter. 

The Accounts you gave me ſufficiently 45 
monſtrate, that the Inquiſition in Jraly is not 
abſolutely fo terrible as the Inquiſition in Spain, or 
the Inquiſition in Portugal; but ſtil} it is terrible 
enough. For my, Part, I cannot help thinking 
that even the Lenity practis'd in Italy, is the 
Effect rather of political Prudence, than either 
the Temper or Religion of the Lalian Clergy, of 
which, to tell you the Truth, I entertain no good 
Opinion. It fares with ſuch as ottend the holy 


Office in 1taly, as it does with the Czar's Subjects 


who live on the Frontiers; they are treated like 
Slaves, but ſtill they are better treated than the 
Slaves who live in the Heart of his Dominions, 
not becauſe their Governors have more Compaſſion 
for them, or have themſelves any better Notions 
of their Duty, but from an Apprehenſion that 
by putting themſelves under the Protection of 
ſome foreign Prince, theſe People might be diſ- 
engaged from all future Subjection. We are 


apt 
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* apt to reaſon, my Friend, from Things we know. 
Ik there be any thing harſh or unjuſt in my Com- 


pariſon, I ſhall readily acknowledge it, on Con- 
wiction ; but to tell you the Truth, I have heard 
ſo much of the Policy, and ſo little of the Piety 
of the Halian Clergy, and eſpecially of the Court 
of Rome, that whenever I can account for an Ac- 
tion, by referring it to the former, I am not over 
apt to aſcribe it to the latter. Perhaps I am too 
rigid, and perhaps too I am in the right. 
In the Spring of the Year 1692, I return'd 
from Stockholm to Amſterdam, where I continued 
till Autumn, and then embark'd on board an 
Engliſh Veſſel for Archangel. That Veſſel was 
freighted by my Relations, and I was appointed 
to take Care of the Cargo, and to relieve a 
Couſin of mine who had been three Years in 
Ruffia. We ſailed the firſt of Auguſt, and had an 
indifferent Paſſage., I will not ſtop to tranſcribe 
any of our little Accidents from my Journal, but 
I cannot avoid telling you what I learned from a 
Pilot on board, who was born of Dutch Parents, 
at Berghen in Norway. There happened ſome 
Diſcourſe one Evening in the great Cabbin, of the 
ſtrange Feats perform'd by certain Northern Magi- 
cians, and particularly of the Certainty there was, 
that ſome Jſeland Witches can fell Winds. The 
Pilot and I lay together, and when we were going 
to Bed, he fell a laughing. As he was a grave Man, 
I took Notice of it, and aſked him what made 
him ſo merry? The Stories we have heard To-night, 
replied he, which are all falſe to my Knowledge. 
That the Inhabitants of Jſeland know more of 
Winds than any other People, is true; but that 
they have Power over them is equally abſurd, 


and contrary to Matter of Fact. The Sea com- 


municates 
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municates by ſome ſubterraneous Paſſages, Witng 
certain Caverns in the Heart of that Ifland, 


riſing ſometimes on one Side, ſometimes on the 
other, to certain Heights; by which the People 
know exactly what Winds will blow on the Coaſt 
within a certain Number of Hours. When they 
are ſollicited to ſell a Wind, they put the Perſons 
off till, by their Obſervations in their Caverns, 
they apprehend ſuch a Wind will ſhortly blow. - 
Then they ſtrike a Bargain; upon which the Je- 
land Man or Woman delivers the Stranger an 
Handkerchief, in which they tye one or more 
| Knots, muttering all the Time, certain uncouth 
and unmeaning Sounds, and making alſo the moſt. 
horrible Grimaces. Theſe they direct to be untied 
at the Time they ſuppoſe the Wind will blow, 
which as ſoon as it ſprings up, the Stranger, without 
the leaſt Heſitation, refers to the Devils of Je- 
land, who havereally nothing todo withthe Matter. 
Thus, my Friend, you ſee, that the Pretenders to 
Witchcraft in the North, as well as at Naples, 
are very thorough-paced Cheats, but by no means 
Conjurers. But methinks the natural Curioſity of 
the Sea's riſing in the Caverns of IJſeland, deſerves 
to be better enquired into, becauſe I have heard 
very experienced Seaman ſay, what ſeems in ſome 
Meaſure to confirm it, viz. That Winds riſe out of 
the Sea. | 1 | 
On the ſecond of September, we arrived in the 
Road of Archangel, after having paſt round all 
the Coaſt of Norway, the Daniſh, Swearſh, and 
* Muſcovite Lapland. Archangel is far from being 
either a large or handſome Town. The Buildings 
are very mean, and the Streets are ſo cumbred 
with Beams and Planks, that it is really almoſt 
impoſſible to walk * them without Danger 


* 
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of breaking one's Neck; yet becauſe the Trade 


carry'd on here 1s attended with Profit, there 1s 
never wanting a Multitude of Shipping, tho? in a 


dangerous troubleſome Road. When we were 


there, the Number of Veſſels amounted to about 
an hundred and fifty, of which the Eugliſs and 
Dutch were by far the greater Part. In the Sum- 
mer, the Country adjoining is extremely pleaſant ; 
pretty early in the Winter, that is, as ſoon as the 
Snow will bear a Sledge, the Traders remove 


from hence to Moſcow, and other Places. There 


is a prodigious Plenty at Archangel, of all Sorts 
of Fleſh, Fiſh, and Fowl, good in their Kind, 


and exceſſively cheap. The Trade carry d on 
here is great, inſomuch that the Czar raiſes a 


Revenue by way of Cuſtom of between fifty and 
ſixty thouſand Pounds a Year. In the latter End 
of the Month of December, I left Archangel, and 
travelled by Land to Moſcow, the Capital of the 


| Ruſſian Empire, and ſeated nearly in the Midſt 


of it. It ſtands on a little River of the ſame 
Name, and affords a very pleaſant Proſpect at a 
Diſtance, which is, I think, the utmoſt that can 
be ſaid of it, ſince there is no City in Europe, in 
which a Man of Senſe would leſs willingly reſide. 

Fhe Cold is incredibly piercing in the Winter, 
the Summer "Heats troubleſome enough, moſt of 
the Streets are plank'd, which renders them e- 
qually ugly and dangerous, and their wooden 
Houſes expoſing them to frequent Fires, one 


can hardly tell how to paſs one's Times quietly and 


in Safety, either within Doors or without; but 
withall, this Moſcow is a very large City, and 


very populous. 


To fay the Truth : this Part of the Empire of 
Muſecovy, or rather of Ruſſia, would be every 


where 
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where throughly peopl'd, if it was not for Errors 
in Government, which are of ſuch a Nature, as 
to cut off and deſtroy far greater Numbers than 
in any other Part of the World. It would re- 
quire a great deal of Room to give a full Account 
of this Matter; yet, as I have mentioned it, I think 
it but fair to ſay ſomething to you concerning it. 
Heretofore the Czars of Muſcovy were wont to 
divide their Dominions amoneſt their Male Off- 
ſpring, and thoſe Princes again divided their 
States in the ſame Manner ; which Cuſtom, in rhe 
End, prov'd ſo prejudicial to the Monarchy, that 
the Czar, from being a great and potent, became 
at laſt but a petty Prince himſelf. This produc'd, 
in the ſixteenth Century, an entire Change in the 
* Ruſſian Conſtitution, which however could not be 
brought about but by ſeveral Wars, and a great 
Effuſion of Blood, which, by Degrees occaſion'd 
ſuch a Spirit of Diſloyalty, as extinguiſh'd the 
imperial Family. This of Romanzow, which 
reigns at preſent, came in by Election, and has in 
its Turn, ſuffered very ſeverely from female Coun- 
ſels, and popular Diſcontents. Thus, my Friend, 
you ſee the true Cauſes of frequent Confpiracies, 
and frequent Executions, which however neceſſary 
to the immediate Preſervation of a State, never 
fail to weaken its Conſtitution. To theſe Cauſes 
are owing the bringing in of Foreigners, and en- 
truſting them with great Offices, which is a Wrong 
Strain of Politics in any Country, becauſe it 
really produces that Evil which it pretends to cure, 
and becomes the Cauſe of what it would be thought 
the Effect. For the Natives of a Country ſeein 
Strangers prefer'd before them, loſe all Senſe 0 
» Patriotiſm, and become incorrigibly faithleſs and 
ane This is preciſely the Caſe of the Muſ⸗ 
La ce vites, 
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 * 3 covizes, at this Day; for they abhor Foreigners, and 
foreign Cuſtoms, not from their want of Senſe, 


or becauſe they do not diſtinguiſh their own Fail- 
ings, but becauſe Foreigners have been brought 
to lord it over them; and their Princes have 
Town an unexampled Barbariſm in their pretend- 
ed Reformations. This has chang'd the Diſpo- 
ſition of the People; and if my Penetration does not 
abſolutely fail me, they are leſs like to be civiliz'd 
now than ever, and of Conſequence the Arts of 
Peace will never flouriſh long here, or produce an 
even, ſettled, and laſting Conſtitution. But to 
leave theſe Notions, and return again to Facts: 
The Intent of my going to Aſtracan, was to 


a abſt in managing a Branch of Trade which had 


of late grown very conſiderable. This was the 


W - Saltpeter- Works Some Engliſh ſettled in the City, 


had encouraged them at the Beginning, and had 
manag'd Matters ſo dexterouſly, as to make a 
very conſiderable Profit, with very little Noiſe. 
Afracan is ſeated in an Iſland made by the Volga, 
and was formerly the Capital of a little Kingdom, 
or Tartar Principality, diſtinguiſh'd by its Name. 
It is the firſt great City in the Czar's Aſiatic Do- 
minions, and much the pleaſanteſt I ſaw through- 
out them. Its Situation is excellent, conſider it 
in what Light you will, ſince it is extreme]: 
pleaſant, capable of being well fortify'd, and at 
the ' ſame Time ſtands conveniently for Trade. 
In this City, one ſees an amazing Variety of Na- 
tions, all differing in their Religions and Cuſtoms. 
For beſides the Muſcovites, who inhabit the City, 
and compoſe the Garriſon, there are Merchants 
here from almoſt all Parts of Europe. The 
Tartars, whom the Muſcovites affect to call Indians, 
have a Suburb to themſelves, where I can affure 
Nou, 
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you, they live neatly and conveniently, and ſeem 
rather to exceed than to fall ſhort of the Ruſſians, © 
in the Regularity of their Conduct, and in the 
Purity of their Manners. The Armenians have 
alſo a Factory, where they do a great deal of 
Buſineſs, and acquire a great deal of Money. 
One ſees alſo Merchants from all the Provinces 
of the Perſian Dominions at Afracan, which en- 
Joys a good Climate and great Plenty. Tis true, 
that for two Months the Summer is exceſſively 
hot, and their Winter is rude in proportion, 
during the ſame Space. Bur till one is better 
accommodated here than in other Parts of Ruffia ; 
and, though the Cold be very ſharp, yet it is 


far from being lo piercing as at Moſcow, As 


Aſtracan ſtands on the Frontiers both of Europe 


and Alia, it partakes of the Advantages of both. 
The Fruits, and eſpecially the Grapes and the 
Melons, are excellent. The Cattle are large and 
ſtrong, and they have a great Number of good 
Horſes for all Uſes, which feed in the adjacent 
Paſtures. Of River-Fiſh, they haye an incon- 
ceivable Plenty, and of the belt Sorts, and draw 
alſo a vaſt Supply frum the Neighbourhood of 
the Caſpian Sea, You may therefore take it on 
my Word, that this is one of the fineſt Jewels in 
the Czar's Crown, and has this Advantage over 
other Jewels, that it may be made much more 
valuable than it is. 

I am now to ſpeak of the Difficulties you are 
under, concerning the Accounts you have met 
with of the Ruſſia jan Empire. In the firſt Place, 
I muſt remark, that few of our Accounts are to 
be depended upon. Some indeed there are, writ- 
ten in the German Tongue, which are very cu- 
rious, and as far as may be, authentick. I fay, 
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as far as may be; for it would require the utmoſt 


Stretch of the Czar's Power to obtain an accurate 


Survey of his Dominions. On the North, they 
have the ſame Bounds with the World, their 
Coaſt being determin'd by that which is called 
the Icy Sea; beyond which. if there be any Land, 
it has remain'd hitherto undiſcover'd. On the 
North Eaſt they have Great Tartary, which, tho? 
thinly inhabited, contains various Nations. Low- 
er down, their Frontiers ſtretch even to China 
itſelf, with which, if once a good Government 
was eſtabliſh'd in Ryfſia, an advantageous Trade 
might be open'd, ſuch a one perhaps as would 
affect the general State of Commerce in Europe; 
but I ſay only, that this might, and not that ir 
ever will happen. The Ryffans alſo border on 
the Per/ians, and carry on ſome Trade with them 
by the Caſpian. This likewiſe is very 1mprov- 
able, and which is ſomewhat extraordinary in ſo 
vaſt a Frontier, the Ryfſians have very little to 
apprehend from their Neighbours, there being 
none, except the Tartars, whoſe Intereſts are not the 
ſame with theirs; and as for theſe, they are not 
very formidable at.this Time of Day. The Crim 
Tartars lie between Rufja and the Turkiſh Do- 
minions z and therefore, though they are but bad 
Neighbours, yer it is certain, that they keep the 
Ruſſans from worſe. Farther to the Weſt, lies 
Poland, and its Dependences, a noble Kingdom, 
and a gallant People; but ſo broken of 9 2020 
by Factions, that a more wretched Situation can 
ſcarce be imagined than that which they are no-w 
in, and from which there are little Hopes they 
will ever recover, fince all their Neighbours think 
it their Intereſt to keep them as they are. A 
briſk Turki/b War muſt determine their Fate, by 
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making them abſolute Slaves, or abſolutely” free. 


The North Weſt Boundary of Ruſſe is againſt * 


the Swedes, who have been heretofore "their 
dangerous Enemies, and may be ſo again. Con- 
ſider, Hilario, the Difference between Nova Zembla 
and Aſtracan, between the Frontiers of Sweden, 
and thoſe of .Great Tartary, you will eaſily per- 
ceive that the incloſed Space muſt contain a vaſt 
Variety of Climates and Countries, and all of 
theſe again ſubject to a great Variety of Seaſons. 
As Travellers ſpeak moſtly of Places juſt as they 
found them, you cannot wonder that thoſe who 

paſs through the Territories of the Czar, report 
ſo many ſeeming Contradictions, eſpecially when 
I add, that no Countries in the World differ ſo 
much as certain Provinces of this Empire differ 
from themſelves, in the Depth of Winter and in 


the Beginning of Summer, = 


There are not however greater Coittarlerios in 
theſe Deſcriptions, than in the conjectural Accounts 
which our Politicians afford us of the Genius and 
Power of the Inhabitants of this Empire. Some 
would perſuade us, that the Czar is the moſt 
potent Prince in Europe; and that he is able to 
bring prodigious Armies into the Field. Others 
again treat him as a kind of a Tartar Prince, who 
bears a tyrannical Power over a Nation of Bar- 
barians. The Truth is, that the Ryſtan Monarch 
hath in his Hands, Means of making himſelf 
much more conſiderable than any of the Northern 
Powers. But then it requires a great reach in 
Policy, properly to apply even the means he has 
in his Hands. A Czar who will be truly great, 
muſt ſo govern as to have the Hearts of his Sub- 
jects, which few Princes of this Country think of. 
He mult live _ fair Terms with the Tartars, 
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and with the Perſians, becauſe the former are 
always in a Capacity to do him Hurt, and the 
latter are equally capable and well inclin'd to do 
him Service. By this means, one half of his 
large Frontiers would be cover'd from all In- 


ſults. He muſt, beſides, obtain the Friendſhip of 


the Poles, I ſpeak of the Nation, not of their 
Kings, which he may eaſily do, if he protects their 
Liberties. He may then entertain either Peace 
or War with the Swedes, as the Circumſtances of 
his Affairs direct. But theſe are difficult Taſks, 
and I will venture to predict, that Ruſſia will al- 
ways make an-unequal Figure, ſhining ſometimes 
like a fix'd Star, and wandering at others, like 
a Meteor, according to the Wiſdom of the Prince 


Who governs, and his chooſing Natives or Foreign- 


ers for his Council. I have already exceeded Fall 


Bounds, and have only Space enough to conclude 


— 


Niem an ANurance that I am, 

Moſt aſfectionately 
modi) Dink: Your Friend and Servant, 
© 6 2 TEE \ + | | | 3 
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LETTER XI. 
HILARIO to PHILINTUS. 


IN my oem Letter I have ſaid ſo much of 
the Buildings of the City of Naples, that I will 
now paſs immediately to its Inhabitants, in order 
to acccompliſh in the beſt manner I am able, the 
. Taſk you have impoſed. I ought in the firſt Place 
to give you ſome Account of their Number, but 
this I confeſs I am abſolutely unable to do, tho? I 
took ſome Pains about it; if you will be content 
with the beſt Gueſs I can make, TI ſhall aſſign 
three hundred thouſand as pretty near the Truth, 
at leaſt it is not above it. Of theſe I reckon the 
tenth Part belong to the Church, there being 
certainly more Prieſts and Monks in Naples than 
in any other City in Chriſtendom. As to the 
Riches of the Inhabitants, if one' was to form 
an Idea of it from the Magnificence of the 
Churches, and from the Wealth that is treaſured 
up in them, one ſhou'd imagine ſcarce any City in 
the World could exceed Naples. On the other hand 
if one conſiders the Number of Vagabonds, Beg- 
gars, and other idle People which ſwarm in this 
City and its Neighbourhood, one would be apt 
to believe, that Naples muſt be exceſſively” poor. 
The better Method of judging is to examine the 
manner in which the Inhabitants live, for where 
there is a great deal fpent, there muſt be a great 
deal got. Nothing is more certain, than that the 
Expence of the * is very large, for the 
People 


W 


154 The RaTIONAL AMUSEMENT. 


People are naturally inclined to Luxury. The 
adjacent Country is fruitful, .and their Markets 
are always well ſtock' d. Another Method of 
computing Riches which ſeldom deceives us, is 
conſidering the Income of thoſe whoſe Circum- 
ſtances we would know. That the Nobility of 
Naples ate extremely rich is a Point not to be 
queſtioned ;z and that the Traders of Naples ac- 
quire great Eſtates has been till lately as viſible 
there being all the Marks of Plenty, not only in 
the Houſes of their richer Merchants, but alſo of 
their ordinary Tradeſmen, that are any where. to 
be ſeen. A third Argument of the Wealth of 
Naples is the Uniformity of their Houſes; in all 
other Cities as there are ſome large and ſtately, 
there are others mean and baſe, but in Naples we 
ſee none of the latter, all the Houſes: in the City 
being three Stories high, and remarkably hand- 
As to the Government of the Kingdom of Na- 
ples I ſhall ſay nothing of it, for as it is the; moſt 
fluctuating in the World, ſo no Account can fit 
it long; but as to that of the City it is a very 
good, and therefore deſerves to be mention'd. 
The Nobility. of Naples are divided into five 


Claſſes, or as the Neapolitans ſtile them Seggi, that 


is, ſuch of the Nobility as incline to meddle with 
publick Affairs, for there are ſome who either 

through Indolence, or for ſome better tho' more 
private Reaſon, will not be enroled of any Claſs. 
Each of theſe Claſſes hath its publick Hall, where 
its Members meet and conſult about their Affairs, 
under the Direction of a Preſident, who is ſtiled 
the Elect of ſuch a Claſs. Beſides theſe, there is 
a ſixth Claſs of the Citizens or People, the Pre- 
ſident of which is alſo ſtiled the Elect of the 
1 People, 
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People, tho? in Fact he is not choſen by them, 
but named by the Viceroy ; and whereas the Pre- 
ſidents of the Nobility are annually choſen, the 

Elect of the People continues in his Office durin 
the Viceroy's Pleaſure. In theſe Councils all a» 
Articles are regulated which belong to the Lieu- 
tenant de Police at Paris, that is to ſay, they take 
Care to ſee the Walls of the City well preſerv'd, 
the Streets well paved, and the Fountains, of which 
they have many, and not a few very fine ones, kept 
in good Order; but above all they take Care of 
the Markets, that they be well ſerv'd, and that 
the People are not impoſed upon; which is a 
Matter of greater Importance in Naples than in 
any other City in the World, becauſe the Populace 
are very apt to rebel, and never fail to do it on 
the firſt Appearance of Scarcity, which has one 
good Effect, that it keeps their Governors to their 
Duty. But as Cowards are always bragging of 
their Valour, ſo the City of Naples boaſts of its 
Loyalty; of this there was a pleaſant Inſtance in 
the late Revolution, in Favour of the Germans, 
of which they ſold a very exact Account, under 
the Title of, The Twenty-firſk Rebellion of the moſt 
faithful City of Naples. I ſay nothing to you of 
that extraordinary Event, becauſe I doubt we 
ſhould differ about it in our Opinions, and 1 
would by no means diſpute with you on fo trifling 
a Subject as Neapolitan Loyalty. One Thing. is 
certain, that tho* the Neapolitans have been ſo 
long ſubject to Foreigners, yet they have a great 
Love for Liberty, which their Maſters are apt to 
call Licentiouſnefs, and are commonly ready to 
make very bold Attempts, if they find it invaded, 
without the Appearance of a regular Army to ſup- 
port the Government's new Pretenſions; for in Fans 
ale 
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Caſe they att dipoſed to be quiet; that is, they 
defer expreſſing their Reſentments to a more 
proper Time. * 
Never were any People fo fond of Shows as the 
Inhabitants of this City, which is the true Reaſon 
why they are ſuch Bigots to Popery. This Reli- 
gion affords them ſuch ample Opportunities of 
building and adorning Churches, and religious 
Houſes, fo many Holidays, and fuch pompous 
Proceſſions, that the Love of Finery does as much 
as could be expected from a Spirit of Religion. All 
Degrees of People expreſs an extraordinary Zeal 
for the Church, nor do they grudge any Expence 
where its Honour is or is thought to be any way con- 
cerned. This Ditpoſition you may be ſure is cul- 
tivated by the Clergy, who have indeed the beſt- 
Strain of mendicant Eloquence perhaps in the 
whole World. Neither are they wanting in their 
Reſpect to State Holidays, when there is a great- 
er Parade at Naples than I have ever ſeen an 
where elſe, and which to me ſeems ſingular, the 
meaneſt of the People ſhare in the Entertainments 
on ſuch Occafions; there being Pageants exhibited 
before the Palace of the Viceroy, adorned with all 
| forts of Eatables, which when he and the Nobility. 
about him have looked upon a little while, are a- 
bandoned to the Teeth of the Populace. While the 
Spaniſh Government ſubſiſted, there were many 
ſumptuary Laws in Force, by no means agreeable 
to the Neapolitans ; they were therefore in Hopes, 
that when they changed their Maſters, they ſhould 
have been at Liberty to ſquander as faſt as they 
pleaſed, but it has proved quite otherwiſe, the 
| fame Laws being ftill in Force, which obliges a 
Neapolitan Nobleman to keep his Money in his 
Pocket however unwillingly ; but in the Country, 
| | and 
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and wherever elſe they have an _—_—_— of 
diſplaying their Profuſion, you may fee the moſt 
glaring Marks of it in their Dreſs and Furaiture, 
their Equipages, and their Servants. To ſay the 
Truth, as this Paſſion for Grandeur occaſions ſome 
Inconveniencies, ſo in other Reſpects it is of Uſe. 
The Goldſmiths and Silverſmiths of - Naples have 
Shops extremely well furniſhed, and are very ex- 
pert in their Profeſſions, eſpecially in making 
Church Plate, for which there is a conſtant De- 
mand, not only for the Churches of their own 
City, but for thoſe of other Parts of Traly; the 
ſame may be ſaid of their fine Silks, their Soaps 
and Perfumes, which tho' originally produced by 
the Luxury, may now pals for Inſtances of the 
Induſtry of the People of Naples, ſince they work 
hard in making, and gain conſiderably by vend- 
ing them. | 
Of the Learning, of the Neapolitans I have 
formerly ſpoken, not much to their Advantage; 
I muſt however acknowledge, there are Acade- 
mies or Aſſemblies, where Men of Reading and 
good Senſe meet together, and divert themſelves 
with curious and pleaſant Diſcourſes. Don Fran- 
ciſco Caraffa carry'd me to one of them, where 
I heard a very grave Diſſertation on the Fairs of 
the ancient Romans, which tho' full of deep 
Reading. was deliver'd in ſo lively a Stile, that 
it was impoſſible not to be pleaſed with it. At 
another Aſſembly I heard a young Eccleſiaſtick 
pronounce a Diſcourſe or Oration, on the Fidelity 
of Dogs, an odd Subject, and in that Reſpect the 
more proper for an Lalian Wit; he handled it 
very dextrouſly, and did Juſtice particularly. to 
our Iſland, wherein he ſaid were the beſt Dogs in 
the World; but the moſt finiſhed Exerciſe of this 


kind 
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kind to which I was ever an Ear Witneſs was, an 
Enquiry intothe Origin of Dancing, by a Roman Gen- 
tleman, who examined the Point firſt in a Philo- 
ſophical, then in a Hiſtorical, and laſtly in a 
moral Light. From the Beauty of ſuch Eſſays, 
one may ſafely conclude, that it is the want of 
Freedom, and a generous Education, which hin- 
ders the Wits of Naples from diſtinguiſhing them- 
ſelves on more important Subjects; but ſuch is 
their Misfortune, that between the Jealouſy of the 
Holy Office on the one Side, and of the Govern- 
ment on the other, they are abſolutely diſcourag'd 
from purſuing any other than trifling Studies, 
ſuch as may ſerve rather to amuſe them in their 
ſervile Condition, than inſtruct them how to 
better it. But how ſlight ſoever the Learning I 
have mention'd may ſeem, its Rarity makes it ap- 


5 pear valuable in Naples. Such is the general Ig- 


norance even of the better ſort of People, that 
they will aſk you the moſt abſurd Queſtions, 


and diſcover ſuch ſtrange Notions of Foreign 


Countries as are enough to make the graveſt Man 
laugh, while on the other hand their profound 
Veneration for incredible Legehds, and their ſin- 
cere Attachment to the groſſeſt Abſurdities of the 
Popiſh Religion, move at once our Pity and our 
Spleen. But it is Time to leave fo difagreeable a 
Subject, and come to one more entertaining, viz. 
the Humour or Diſpoſition of the Neapolitans in 
general]. he MOR. 
The Nobility and Gentry are a magnificent, 
1 and polite People; where they reliſh the 
lumour of Strangers they are extremely courte- 


ous, otherwiſe a little reſerv'd. They are fond 


of Titles, and all other Marks of Honour; by a 

ſparing Diſtribution of which the Spaniards ma- 

nag'd 
3 
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nag d them without much Trouble to themſelves, 
or giving them any Cauſe of Difquiet. The 
middle Sort are exceſſively fond of Show and 
Pleaſure; this makes them ſpare no Coſt, either 
about religious Proceſſions, or Dramatic Enter- 
tainments. They have naturally a Reliſh for Mu- 
fick, and I believe there are not better Perfor- 
mers in the World than ſome Citizens of Na- 
ples, who only play for their Diverſion. The 
meaner Claſs are, as in all great Cities, exceſſively 
corrupt. This I know is the Point about which 
you are curious, on Accout of the common 
Character born by the Neapolitans, viz. their be- 
ing the moſt profligate of all the 1alans. To 
ſpeak ingenuouſly, I believe it may be ſo; for when 
I conſider the Number of Perſons condemn'd to 
the Galleys annually, and the vaſt Number of Vil- 
lanies that are daily and hourly commited in 
that City, notwithſtanding all the Care the Go- 
vernment can take, it ſeems to be a demonſtra- 
tive Proof, that the Mob are really more wicked 
here than elſewhere. For my Part I attribute all 
this to the Happineſs of their Situation, and the 
Unhappineſs of their Education, the former in- 
vites, and the latter provokes them to all ſorts of 
Vices, to which they are encourag'd by almoſt uni- 
verſal Example. A Neapolitan Nobleman ſpends 
a third Part of his Time at Rome, another third 
Part at Naples, and the laſt four Months of the 
Year at his Eſtate; in all theſe Places Pleaſure is 
his ſole Purſuit, he ſpeaks, he think:, he dreams of 
nothing elſe. Of Conſequence, his Dependants, 
who meaſure the Worth of Things by the Eſteem 
in which they are with their Maſters, become as 
great Votaries to Pleaſure, and, from this turn of 
Mind, think all Things lawful which contribute 

N to 
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to the Gratification of their Deſires. A Notion 
which renders the Priſons the beſt inhabited Quar- 
ters in Naples, there being ſometimes, as 1 have 


been credibly informed, no leſs than two thouſand 


— 


confin'd at once for Capital Offences; yet the 


Roads are hardly ever ſafe, nor does there paſs a 
Week without ſome memorable Exploit or other 
perform'd by their Banditti, of which the People 
talk with as much Freedom and Pleaſure as if 
they were laudable Feats of Arms; and this in 
my Judgment is a clear Proof of Epidemic Cor- 
ruption. | 

After all, there are in Naples as in London, Pa- 
ris, and other Places, a Mixture of good and 
of bad: tho? perhaps the Proportion of the latter, 
may be ſomewhat of the largeſt, yet am I thorough- 
ly perſuaded, that if Naples had Princes of 
her own, ſhe would be very quickly one of the 
moſt, conſiderable Cities in Europe in every Re- 
ſpect; but while the People continue as they are, 
in Subjection to another Power, who has viſibly 
no farther Concern for them than the Shearer for 
his Sheep, that they may bring them as much as 


he can expect or they bear, we need not wonder 
at the State in which we ſee them; for ſuch is the 


Frailty of human Nature, that where Virtue 
meets with no Reward, it is little practiſed. The 
fame Thing that has happen'd to the Neapolitans 
has happen'd more or leſs to all conquer'd States. 
What think you of the Change made in the 


Diſpoſition of the Greeks? Are they not now be- 


come the meaneſt and moſt inſignificant Nation 
in Eus ope, tho once the moſt conſider'd. Thoſe 
who think this owing to any Declenſion in their 
Parts are exceedingly miſtaken, The modern 
Greeks are as much indebted to Nature as their 

| ; Anceſtors; 
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Anceſtors. It is the wrong Application of their 
Talents which renders them deſpicable. But what 
need had I to ſend you to Greece, Philintus, for 
an Example, when there is an Iſland ſo near our 
own, which is a pregnant Inſtance of the Truth 
of what I ſay. The ancient Inhabitants of that 
Iſle were learned and polite; inteſtine Diviſions 
made Way firſt for the Conqueſt of the Danes, 
and then of the Englih Kings of the Norman 
Race. They took Care to extinguiſh the Love of 
Senſe and Science, and by ſowing Diviſion amongſt 
the Natives, reap'd great Advantages to them- 
ſelves. To theſe Practices are owing that Dif- 
ference which is now obſerv'd between the Inha- 
bitants of this, and of the greater Iſle; and if the 
Knowledge I have gain'd in Politicks ſince my 
coming to taly does not deceive me, a late Tranſ- 
action will furniſh you with a nearer Example on 
the Continent. But I am afraid of offending; and 
therefore I ſhall have a Care of harping on this 
String. God, who is the great Parent of Man- 
kind, and the all-wiſe Ruler of the Univerſe, is 
pleas'd to make ſome Nations Examples to others, 
that the Beauty and Worth of Virtue may appear 
to all; and without doubt, the encouraging of this 
ought to be the great End of Government, as it 
is the only Band which can unite the Intereſts of 
thoſe who govern, and thoſe who obey. 

I am preparing to ſet out for Rome, having 
found a Method to make Profit and Pleaſure go 
Hand in Hand, through the Aſſiſtance of a Friend 
I met with at Naples. As I am now pretty, per- 
fect in the Italian Language, I have for ſome time 
addicted myſelf to the reading the Hiſtory of Tac, 
and to the Study of the Intereſt and Manners of its 
Inhabitants: You may expect, on my Return, ſome 
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Accounts leſs defective than thoſe I have already 
ſent. I would not have you look upon this as a 
Compliment or Excuſe of courſe, becauſe I really 
mean what I ſay. To characterize a Nation, is 
no eaſy Taſk; and a Man ought to be very tender 
when he treats of the Reputation of Numbers. 
Beſides, I owe to your Friendſhip, the Care of ſend- 
ing you as correct Memoirs as are in my Power; 
to ſay nothing of the Obligations you have laid 
upon me by your late kind and judicious Epiſtles, 
of which I expect to receive two at leaſt at my 
Return, which will be in about-three Months. It 
there be any Points in which you are deſirous I 
- ſhould be particularly clear, let me intreat you to 
make a little Liſt of Queries, which I ſhall ſpare 
no Pains to anſwer for your Satisfaction. More I 
think I need not add, ſince the higheſt Strains of 
Hyperbolick Eloquence would fall infinitely ſhort 
in expreſſing, that fimple Sincerity, and honeft 
Zeal, with which, though in Laß, I have the 
Honour to be, 


Your Friend and Servant, 


HIL ARIO. 
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RETURN you the Volume of 
Letters you were ſo kind to lend me, 
and my hearty Thanks for the 
| Favour. I am extremely pleas'd 
with the Accounts which they con- 
tain, and ſhould have been heartily glad you had 
copied the Remainder of ſo valuable a Collection. 
Perhaps it may not be impoſſible to procure it 

at this diſtance of Time; and if my recommend- 
ing it to you hath any Weight, you will at leaſt 
try. We have liv'd, my Friend, to ſee greap 


M 2 Changes 


3 
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Changes in Tah; and I would be glad to diſ- 
- , "cover, in Hilario's Letters, ſome Foreſight of thoſe 
Changes which I conjecture, from his Manner of 
Writing, 'would be as diſcernable to him as any 


Man. A Deſcription too of the little Courts in 


Tay, I mean in a Political Light, would give me 
great Satisfaction; for I own to you, I do not 


find my ſelf much improv'd by reading the ni- 
ceſt Deſcription of the Palace of Parma, nor 
even by a Detail of its Furniture, Points in which 


ſome of our modern Travellers have been re- 


markably exact; and therefore ſuch a Deſcription, 


I ſay, would be to me at leaſt, a very entertaining 


Performance. 


[ agree entirely with Philintus in acknowledg- 
ing the Injuſtice done the Laplanders, while we 
deride and deſpiſe them as a baſe and barbarous 
People. For how, my Friend, can a Nation be 
called Baſe who are ſo remarkably fond of Liber- 
ty, or why ſhould we ſtigmatize, as barbarous, Men 
who live agreeable to the Soil and Climate where 
God hath plac'd them? A Sledge is certainly 
a more convenient Vehicle, in Lapland, than a 
Coach and Six; and it is therefore Folly in us to 
blame them for uſing it. We ought rather to 
admire the Wiſdom and Goodneſs of Almighty 


God, who hath ſo exactly ſuited the Genius and 


Temper. of all Nations to the Circumſtances at- 
tending thoſe Regions wherein, according to the 
Diſpoſition of his Providence, they are to inhabit. 
Neither is this leſs admirable, though it ſhould 
appear that the Genius of a People is in ſome 


meaſure govern'd by their Soil and Climate, ſince 


this Affection muſt be produc'd by certain Laws im- 
preſſed by God on Nature. Hence Patriotiſm 
becomes a Virtue, which would be otherwiſe an 
— Abſurdity: 


— 
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For no Man is bound to think the Iſlands of 


Orkney, for example, preferable to the Barromean 
Hands in Ttaly, which Biſhop Burnet has celebrat- 
ed as a kind of terreſtrial Paradiſe. But a Perſon 
who receives his Birth in the Iſlands of Oræney, is 
bound to wiſh well to them, and to do his utmoſt 
to promote their Intereſt. I ſay, he is bound to 
this, becauſe Providence hath made them his 
Country, and in making them ſo, committed them 
to his Truſt, as Eden was committed to Adam. 
The only Difference is, that Eden was a Paradiſe 
of God's making, and the Improvement of their 
Native Countries reſpectively, is an Employment 
aſſign'd to Men. 

But you may perhaps fancy, from the Streſs I 
lay on every Man's endeayouring the Advantage 
of his native Country, that I am an Enemy to 
Travel, or that at leaſt I think it unneceſſary ; an 


Opinion, however, which is none of mine. I 


know by ſad Experience, how a great Deficiency 
in Education the want of Travelling is found, by 
a Man who reflects on what he ſors. and e 8 
vours to underſtand what he hears. I am therefore 
for ſending all young Gentlemen abroad, provid- 
ed always that Pains be taken to keep our young 
Travellers in remembrance that they are one Day 
to return home, and that they are not ſent to ſtare 
or divert, but to improve themſelves. But above 
all, methinks, they ought to be caution'd againſt 
falling into a Diſlike of the Cuſtoms of their Coun- 
trymen, and taking up at a Venture thoſe they 
ſee practis'd abroad. I do not ſay an Enghſh- 


man ought not to conform himſelf to the Manners 


of 1taly, while he remains there; bur I fay, that 


it is prepoſterous for him to think of retaining 
thoſe Manners when he returns home; for ob- 


M 2 ſerve, 


ſerve, my F riend, if it be right to affect the Italian 
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in Nah, it muſt on the ſame Principle, be as fit 
to reſume the Engliſoman in England. This leads 
me to ſay naturally, what otherwiſe would look 
like a Complement, that no Man ever ſhow'd 
a nicer Judgment in this Reſpect than yourſelf. 
You have made the true Uſe of Travel, which 
is not to add Matter to an Engliſhman's Educa- 
tion, but to give a Poliſh. Young Gentlemen 
ought to have their Principles fix'd before they 
leave the Land of their Nativity; becauſe an 
Engl. man who does not act on Engliſh Principles, 
is unworthy in my Opinion to breathe Enghh Air, 
We have ſuffer'd much, and never receiv'd any 
Benefit by our Complaiſance for foreign Maxims. 
It is certainly right to export our Commodities, 
and it is as certainly wrong to exchange our old No- 
tions of Government, for any of the reigning 
Opinions on the other Side of the Water. 
But where am I running! } intended to have 
ſent back your Letters, with Thanks, and ſome 
Expreſſion of the Pleaſure I took in reading them, 
and of a ſudden, by a ſort of Pindariſm in Proſe, 
1 digreſs into the Merits of travelling, and thence 
into Politicks. It is natural for a Man to talk 
on a Subject he has conſidered, and I confeſs to 
| You, there is none which has employ'd my. Medi- 
tation more than the Fruits of Travel. I was 
once acquainted with a Clergyman who had ſpent 
ſome Time in the Eaſt-Indies, and who. was a 
great Admirer of the Wiſdom of the Brachmans. 
remember he gave me a very exact Tranſlation. 
in Proſe, of a Fable on this Subject, which he ad- 
mir'd exceſſively. At that Time I thought little 
of it, but looking it over t other Day with great- 
er Attention, I Aer g. ſo many Beauties mp 
| nat 
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that I am doing my beſt to put it into Eugliſb 


Verſe; wherein, if I ſucceed but tolerably, I am 
ſure it will make a good Figure, and that it may 
make a better, Fintend co ſubmit it to your Cor- 


rection. Thus, you ſee, I am ſtarting from the 
Road again, into which I am determin'd to return, 
though a little abruptly. 

Emelia receiv'd a Letter from your Spouſe 
Yeſterday. | diſcerned by her Countenance, that 
it contained Matter of great Importance; but as 
yet, there i: not a Syllable tranſpir'd, except that 
you were in a good Health, and that Eliza did me 
the Honour to remember me. As I never affect 
to pry into female Secrets, I do not deſire you 


ſhould betray your Truſt, in caſe you ſhould be 


a Privy Counſellor in regard to the Scheme now 
on Foot. Is Celadon living, or does he think we 
are dead ? You muſt know, I have written to him 
once in the ſame free Manner I do to you, which 


I imagin'd our Friendſhip would allow. I am 


tempted by his Silence to write again; but it ſhall 
be in a more reſpectful Stile, ſince he is a Man I 
would by no means offend, having promis'd my. 
ſelf a great deal of Happineſs, as | owe many 
Obligations to his Acquaintance. I imagine he 
keeps a ſtrict Correſpondence with you; and 
therefore doubt not but you will give me ſome 
News of him. Clarinda has quite alter'd my 
Friend, and I am afraid ſhe will make a Fool of 
him. ' Ha was wont, you know, to make a Jeſt 
of Love, and he is ſo much aſhamed of being 
a furious Inamorato, that he ſhuns his Friends as 


ſtudiouſly as he ſeeks his Miſtreſs. I receiv'd a 


| Letter from him laſt Week, and I ſpeak ſeriouſly 
when I tell you, I muſt write to him to know its 


Meaning. Perhaps I might fave my ſelf this 
M 


4 Trouble, 
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Trouble, by communicating it to Emelia; for 1 
have always obſerv'd, that Women underſtand 
the Language of Love better than we; but this 
would be a ſort of ' betraying my F riend, and 
beſides, to tell you the Truth, I don't love to ſee 
the Sex triumph: they are all of them Tyrants, 
as naturally as we are Slaves. 

Among other News, I could wiſh you would 
write me how I came to loſe Eliza's Correſpond- 
ence. We were Companions in Misfortune, and 
J remember a Time when her Epiſtles were of 
conſiderable Uſe towards keeping mein my Senſes ; 
but why, ſhe left me like a Doctor, the Moment 
became well, is a Riddle not eaſily explain'd, 
except by herſelf or you. The Hurry of Viſits 
is by this Time over. Iam told that your Study 
is in perfect Order, which is an Evidence that you 
are often there ; when you viſit it next, and have 
nothing, of greater Moment to employ your 
Thoughts, write me an Anſwer to this. I admire 
Philintus his Sentiments, as to the Commerce of 
Friends, and wonder that Men ſhould be ſo 
punctual about a Bale of Goods, and ſo little at- 
tentive to the Offices which Amity requires. When 
I conſider how many of my Acquaintance part 
from me with all the apparent Marks of Reluc- 
tance, and yet leave me in the Dark, as to what 
is become of them, till after three or . Months 
Abſence, I ſee them either in Town or Country, 
again. I fancy that modern Friendſhip differs 
greatly from the Friendſhip in Faſhion in the Days 


of Cicero. Be ſure you tell me whether I am 


ſingular in this Point, or whether you, or ſome 
other People | could name, think as I do. What 
an Extent, of Paper have I blotted before I was 
aware. To be ſure you are heartily tir'd if 20 

ave 


© 
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have read it, and perhaps ready to go to fleep. 
Well, I won't diſturb you any longer, than to 


tell you, that tho? you have not wrote to me theſe 
three Em I am fall moſt fincerely, 


Your Fiend ad Servant, | 


FLORIMOND. 


L E 5 TER II. 
pH AON to FLORIMOND. 


H E Letter you did me the e to writes 

came this Moment to my Hands. This 
Day fortnight my Father in-law was attacked 
by a Fit of an Apoplexy, which put me into ſuch 
Confulibe, that | proteſt I am ſcarce yet in a Con- 
dition to write you ſuch an Anſwer as I could 
wiſh. It gives me ſenſible Pleaſure that the Let- 
ters I ſent you prov'd an agreeable Entertainment. 
I believe it would be impoſſible to procure the 
Copy Book of Hilario's Letters, but perhaps I 
may be able to obtain a Tranſcript of them from 
the — Gentleman in whoſe Hands they are, and 
who values a Scrap of Hilario's Writing, as 
much as any Papiſt can do a Relick. It is im- 
poſſible for me to ſay, at this Diſtance of Time, 
whether there be in thoſe Letters any ſuch Predic- 
tions as you have gueſs'd at, but I remember 
fectly well, that there are conciſe Accounts of all 
the Tralian Courts, and particularly of that of 


> | Rome. 


0 
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Rome. There are likewiſe abundance of curious 
Things in the Epiſtles of Philintus, and you may 
be aſſurd that no Pains ſhall be wanting in me 
to procure you the Pleaſure of peruſing them. 
Your Notions of Friendſhip are, I think, per- 
fectly juſt, and I am going to convince you, that 
I am really your Friend, and in a Degree not com- 
mon in theſe Days. I am very much diſpleaſed 
with the Concluſion of your Letter. It is trivial 
and ſpleneticx. You had wrought yourſelf into an 
Opinion chat your Friends neglect you, and full 
of this Prejudice you talk of my ſleeping over a 
kind Epiſtle from the Man I moſt eſteem. Do ybu 
imagine, Florimond, that Accidents will not happen 
to your Acquaintance as well as to other People? 
You have heard what has befal'n me. The inclos'd 
will ſhow you how much you have wrong'd Ce- 
ladon. Be no more peeviſh ; it is true, it is the 
Imperfection of the greateft Wits, but ſurely it 
is an Imperfection eaſily remov'd. Examine your 
_ own Conduct; you will find that you are courteous, 
communicative, and candid in the higheſt Degree. 
How then is it poſſible, that ſuch a Man ſhould 
be neglected by his Friends; or whoſe Misfortune 
is it, if he ſhould be neglected ? Can ſuch a Com- 
pamon be eaſily found? or could the Loſs of him 
be remembred without Regret ? Have a juſt Re- 
ſpect for your own Virtues, Florimond, and you ne- 
Ver will be in the Vapours. Perhaps you may 
fancy. that I intend to repay you the Compliments 
you were pleas'd'to make me on my returning to 
England, without any great Tincture of the Lalian; 
but really Compliment is not my Province, and 
to deal ingenuouſly with you, I was not ſtruck fo 
much with the Behaviour of the Lalians, as to be 
fond of imitating them. 
{4 : The 
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The Secret between Emelia and my Spouſe, is 
preciſely, that which you thought to keep from 
them. I am no Privy Counſellor in the Buſineſs, 
but by the Help of a ſmall Gratification properly 
applied, I am Ft the Bottom of it,” and as I made 
a fair Purchaſe of my Intelligence, {o I ſhall make 
no Scruple of communicating it to you. Hippolytus! 
our wife Friend Hippolytus! who us'd to banter us 
ſo freely on the Subject of our Paſſion, has been 
mad enough to go down into the Country, and 
live at an Inn within two Miles of the Seat where 
Clarinda reſides with her Aunt. He paſſes on 
the People of the Houſe for a Merchant of Lon- 
don, whoſe Affairs are in ſome Diſorder. He 
was diſcover'd by Clarinda's Maid, who obſerv'd, 
that he fix'd his Eyes on her Lady at C hurch, 
and that they never miſs'd finding him a-fiſhing, 
when they went to take their Evenings Walk by 
the River's Side. He ſtill hugs himſelf in a Belief, 
that no body ſuſpects him, and Care has been ta- 
ken to prevent his ever knowing, that he is found 
out. In the mean Time, his Affairs are in a good 
Train; Clarinda's Aunt, who was his capital Ene- 
my, is come over entirely to his Side, won 
this extraordinary Act of Folly, for ſo it muſt be 
call'd in a Man of his Age and Circumſtances in 
the World, which I think might have deſerved 
Clarinda, without theſe extraordinary Efforts. 
The Fair One herſelf pretends to be unmoy'd ; bur 
J look upon this to be a meer Pretence, becauſe 
ſhe is a Woman of ſound Underſtanding ; and I 
have always obſerv'd, that when a Woman of 
good Senſe hath carried her Point ſo far as to 
make a wiſe Man act fillily, ſhe makes him a- 
mends by becoming his Wife. I dare anſwer 
both tor Emelia and Eliza, that though they may 


divert 
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divert themſelves a little at his Expence, yet, in 
the main, they will do him whatever good Offices 
lie in their Power; ſo that I take it for granted, the 
next News we ſhall hear will be, an Interview 
between this Knight Errant, and his peerleſs 
Beauty, which will doubtleſs be ſucceeded by other 
Interviews between her Lawyers and his. Theſe 
Negotiations will iſſue in a Settlement, and then I 
ſuppoſe the Treaty of Marriage will be quickly 
finiſhed. This once over, it will be our Turns to 
laugh, and I promiſe you that I intend to pay 
our grave Monitor for all his Lectures with In- 
tereſt at a pretty high Rate. So much ] learn'd in 
Ttaly. N | | > 
- In the mean Time, Florimond, be pleas'd to give 
me your Sentiments on this Queſtion, Ny Lovers 
of a middle Age are rather more paſſionate than 
young Men ? So many Inſtances have falPn within 
the Compaſs of my own Knowledge, that I can- 
not help looking upon the Fact as certain, though 
I cannot take upon me to ſay, I can poſitiyely 
aſſign the Cauſe. The beſt Account I can give 
of the Matter is this, That our Paſſions ſerving, 
like Winds, to keep our Faculties in Motion, and 
to prevent the Mind from feeling the Incon- 
veniencies of a dead Calm, when they have 
been long kept in Subjection, they unite on the 
firſt fair Occaſion ; and when they find a weak 
Place, fally forth with rempeſtuous Violence. Thus 
we obſerve, that when a cool Man is once rous'd 
to Anger, he is more impetuous and more ob- 
ſtinate than one of a haſty Diſpoſition. I ſuppoſe, 
in the preſent Caſe, that our Friend oppos'd his 
Paſſion at firſt, to the utmoſt of his Power. But 
when, by repeated Converſations with the fair 
Object, it decame too ſtrong for his Reaſon, he 
ee 1 ſuffer'd 
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ſuffer'd himſelf to be entirely carried away, and 
never conſulted it more. Beſides, thoſe who in 
their younger Years have ſtruggled with Paſſions, 
know better how to conceal and to conduct them. 
Whereas Men of riper Years, when they are once 
overcome by them, are equally at a Loſs how to 
behave or how to aſk Advice. For my own 
Part, I think the Poets have talked better Senſe 
about Love than the Philoſophers. There is cer- 
tainly, eſpecially in the nobler Kind of Love, a 
Sort of Madneſs or Enthuſiaſm, which tranſports 
a Man ſo, as to render him capable of doing what 
. otherwiſe he would never have thought of; and 
for this Reaſon, I conceive that there is a great 
deal of Cruelty in rallying ſuch as are in this Con- 
dition. You ſee that, without any Apology, I 
give you my Thoughts juſt as they occur. Treat 
me, I beſeech you, juſt in the ſame Manner; for 
as to the cool, civil Stile, which is now the Mode, I 
think it not only improper, but intolerable amongſt 
Friends. I do not ſee why you and I ſhould not 
love each other as well as Cicero did Atticus, or 
any of the reſt of his Friends ; and if ſo, we may 
write as freely at leaſt, if not as finely, to each 
other, as he did to them, or they to him. Wit 
and Language are valuable, I own, but I cannot 
think they enter into Competition, either with Sin- 
cerity or Senſe ; and therefore 1 ſay again, that 
we may entertain each other as agreeably as the 
Romans, becauſe it is impoſſible that a Man actu- 
ated by a true Spirit of Friendſhip, can read but 
with the higheſt Pleaſure whatever his Friend 
writes, provided it be not either in a languid or 
an affected Stile. You fee, Florimond, how fairly 
I deal with you. g 
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The Shock of an Apoplexy is frequently fatal 
mths Patient's Underſtanding, but in the Caſe of 
my Father-in law, Thanks be to Heaven, I think 
it has had a quite contrary Effect. He talked 
to me the next Day after his Recovery, like a 
Man come from another World; he ſaid that 
though Health was the greateſt of Temporal 
Bleſſings, yet it was precarious and uncertain, for 
which Reaſon a Man ought to uſe it while he 
has it, and not to rely on its Continuance. He is 
now in his ſixty third Year, and remembers no 
Sickneſs but the Small Pox, and this late Attack. 
He. is at preſent ſo well recover'd, that he fays 
himſelf, he is not ſenſible of any Prejudice from 
this ſevere Trial. Notwithſtanding, this, he has 
directed his Books to be immediately ſettled; has 
made a new Will, and beſides the Care therein 
taken of ſome poor Relations, has provided for 
their preſent Subſiſtance; in a Word, he has ta- 
ken, and is taking, all the Precautions poſſible to 
ptevent being ſurpriz'd by Death, and what is to 
us not a little ſtrange, he ſpeaks af this late Ac- 
cident as a peculiar Favour done him by Provi- 
dence, or, as he himſelf phraſes it, the moſt ſen- 
ſible Mercy he ever experienc'd. But withal he is 
as chearful, or rather more fo than formerly, treats 
his Children and Servants with greater Tenderneſs 
and Afﬀability; and to ſum up all, ſhows a Reſo- 
lution of ſhaking off every Imperfection that ap- 


—pear'd in his former Courſe of Life. Grave Re- 
flections theſe, Florimond, but, to a Friend, grave, 


as well as gay Reflections are welcome; we are 
not at all Times Maſters of our Tempers, but we 


ought to be always Maſters of our Inclm̃ations, ſo 
far as to hear both with Patience and Pleaſure 


what- 
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whatever comes from a Perſon we efteem. In 


this Diſpoſition all your Letter will ever find kim, 
who is, and will bg while he lives, 
| Your faithful Friend, 

And obedient Servant, 


PHAON, 


LETTER UI. 
CELADON PH AON. 


XF TER fo long a Silence, you may juſtly 
expect that I ſhould begin this Letter with 
an Excuſe. But I chuſe rather to give you a ſin- 
cere and ſuccinct Detail of what has happened to 
me ſince we parted, and then I dare ſay you will 
think I may ſpare myſelf the Trouble of any Ex- 
cuſe, either to yourſelf or to Florimond, to whom 
I ſtand indebted for a very kind Epiſtle, which I 
can only anſwer by intreating you to ſend him this, 
My earneſt Deſire is, to have the Advice of you 
both; which I dare ſay you will think neceſſary e- 
nough, conſidering the Embarraſſment in which I 
am. I know well enough that neither 1s a Lawyer, 
but that muſt not excuſe you; I ſhall have Counſel. 
enough from Sages in that Science beſide, _ 
When I went up to Londov, you know it was 
with a Deſign to compromiſe, if poſſible, all Diſ- 
| | Putes 
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putes with my Mother-in-law : but I had hardly 
n there a Week, before I was convinc'd the 
Thing was impracticable; for having deſired a 
Gentleman of my Acquaintance to gain the beſt 
Account of her Diſpoſition, he inform'd me, 
that hex Ladyſhip breathed nothing but Vengeance, 
and had taken to her Aſſiſtance a couple of Solli- 
citors, eſteem'd ſharp Men in their Profeſſion, and 
who were themſelves far enough from deſiring to 
be thought over honeſt. I wrote her, notwith- 
ſtanding this Information, a very reſpectful Letter, 
which I inclos'd in one to her Chaplain, of whom 
J had heard an excellent Character. He acted 
upon this Occaſion as became a Man of his 
Function; he deliver'd it, and on her refuſing to 
open it, open'd and began to read it himſelf ; upon 


i which ſhe quitted the Room with great W rath, and 


he immediately ſent me back my Letter. The next 
Term ſhe brought a Bill in Chancery againſt me, 

revailing alſo on my - Wife's Truſtees, to ex- 
hibir another Bill in the Exchequer. Her Lawyers 
alſo have found out a ſecond Couſin of my Wife's, 
and perſuaded him to diſturb me in the Poſſeſſion 
of ſome Eſtates under the Title of Heir at Law. 
Thus you ſee a Man who has the greateſt Aver- 


ſion to theſe Sort of Conteſts, immerſed over Head 


and Ears in Suits, and which 1s worſe, compelled 2 


to live upon bad Terms with a Family which it is 


his ſincere Deſire to treat with the utmoſt Affection 
and Reſpect. 

In theſe Circumſtances you may be ſure 1 have 
been forc'd to liſt ſome Law Troops in may Ser- 
vice; they conſiſt at preſent of a Sollicitor, and 


| tte Counſel. As I am not at all of my Mother- 


in-Law's Temper, I made the ſtricteſt Enquiry 


after plain, honeſt Men, and ſuch I think I have 


found 


hin 
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found: they aſſure me, that the Lady will prevail 
in nothing; but at the ſame Tine tell me bo- 
neſtly, that ſhe may put me to a very great Ex- 
pence, becauſe the whole Coſts will fall upon 
my Wife's Eſtate. I look upon myſelf therefore 
to be in a very melancholy Situation. If I could 
| have been quiet, I ſhould quickly have diſſen- 
tangled my Father 8 Eſtate, whereas at this Rate, 
I know not what to call my own, and in Spight 
of all the Oeconomy I can uſe, I muſt be torment. 
ed with very unealy Apprehenſions, ſince I am 
to be at the Charge of another Perſon' $ Madneſs, 
who, without Queſtion, delights in Expence, 
the more, becauſe ſhe knows it muſt fall upon 
me. Is not this a hopeful Situation? and can you 
wonder that I am not in a Temper 1 to write Letters ? 
But this is not all. 

My Wife, with wink 1 Sil a been 
happy in the meaneſt Station of Life, affords me 
not a little Diſquiet as I am. She is fo much 

concerned at this Treatment her Mother gives 
us, that ſhe is grown abſolutely melancholly; ſo 
that in the Space of a few Months, I am, from 
being the happieſt Man in the World, become 
the moſt miſerable; and this without any Fault 
of my own, and merely through the Caprice of 
an. unreaſonable Woman. By Nature I am not 
much turn'd for Bufinefs, am till leſs fitted for it 
The Education, and leaſt of all from Choice, All 
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Sitaation, when 7 roll you, that I am n oblig'd 2 
be in the Morning at the Temple, in the ory 
at Gray's Jun, and inſtead of Homer and Virgil, 
Milton, or Waller, am compell'd to paſs my Even- 5 
N ings 
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ings in reading Bits, or Anſwers, Exceptions, or 
A Maſter 5, EY In the mean Time, my Wife 
is vexing herſelf into a Conſumption, without 
ng 4. and T have the Curſe of reflecting, that 
my Kah e has not only undone me, Fd a 
ee the Bargain. 4 

1 have a, and honeſtly.ſtared my Cale 104 
now to yo,. as to my Phyſicians, I leave it. 

rite me; : Your Opinions candily,. and. do not. be. 
afraid, of. any Harſhneſs in your Phyſick. Tho' TJ, 
have nat. Senſe, enough to know how to conduct 
ſo. many troubleſome W yet you ſee I have 
ihe Prudence to aſk Advice, and I dare fay I 

1 1 6 — vr to follow i 16. One Thing. 

; muſk which is, that you write to 
me FROG 8 conſulting each other. 
In many — FRE there is Safety, and my In- 
tention is, to have each of your Opinions juſt as 
my Account of the Matter ſtrikes, you. I own- 
this is a fingular Letter, and perhaps it is owing. 
to that odd Frame of Mind! am in. Yau are 
however. the only Friends tos whom J truſt. this 
great Secret of my Diſquiet. For amongſt al! 
my Evils, it is. none of t leaſt, that I hive i in a 
continued habit 4.7 ifimulation, preſervin 
far as I am able, el ſame Appearance Gel Fax the 
World, which, I was wont to wear in quieter. 
Times, when 1 had none. of. thoſe Hurpcanes i in 
my Boſom. 

Are Eliza and Eee in Health: "4 Are TER as 
happy as I with them, and do the make both of 
you ſo? I perſuade EE they do: Your Difh- 
culties are all overcome, you are fafe in the Har- 
bour „ and, as Lucretius lays, may divert. yourſelves 
with contemplating the Effects of thoſe Storms 

and e with which Fortune toſſes other 8 5 
Tell 


— 
- 
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Tell me ingenuouſly, is there any ſuch Pleaſure as 
this, or was the Philoſopher deceiv*d ? I am ſome- 
times in doubt whether theſe great Wits write 
always in earneſt, or whether they do not; now 
and then give us their Dreams, or at leaſt the 
Fictions of their own warm Imaginations, for cer- 
tain and inconteſtable Truths. If ſo, we are in 
the wrong to follow them, notwithſtanding all 
the Charms their Expreſſions may exhibit, ſince 
theſe are fitter to amuſe than inſtruct, and ought 
rather to employ our idle, than our |/er:ous Mos 
ments. Tet the greater Part of the polite World 
do not only entertain themſelves with the Poets, 
but make alſo them their Counſellors, calling them 
inſpired; without Scruple, and attributing to them 
an Infallibility, which they would reject with 
Contempt, if claim'd for any other Men, and all 
this, becauſe theſe Gentlemen have a Knack of 
cloathing quick Conceptions in elegant Language. 
This is indeed very little to the Purpoſe; but you 
will give me leave to revenge myſelf on a Sort 
of Men who have taken up too much of my 
Time formerly, and of whom I can now make 
yeryulittle The... TT aifsy 25s C1 2212 
Yet, to ſhew you that I practiſe that Sincerity 
which I profeſs to admire, I will ow] to you 
freely, that there is nothing I long for ſo much as 
to be in a Condition to read theſe Poets once again. 
To wander in the Garden in the Silence of the 
Morning, when the Freſhneſs of the Air excites 
the animal Spirits to their Office, and enables the 
Mind to ſoar beyond the Limits of Mortality. To 
indulge thoſe aten Ideas, and, as it were, to 
quit the Earth for a few Minutes. To peruſe Virgi 
with a Spirit like his own, and to find in Ovid 
Things unthought of by the Critics, Theſe are 
5 8 | the 
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the Delights 1 have formerly poſſeſs'd, and for 


+. theſe I ſigh at preſent. Is it poſſible, that while 


I am embarraſs'd with Suits, and compell'd to 


attend Lawyers, I ſhould at certain Hours be a 
Companion for the Muſes, or after ſo many Years 


| Acquaintance; muſt I at len _ abandon them for 


. * 


the Brethren of the Bar? O the Repoſe of a ru- 
ral Retirement! O the tedious Toil and Tumult 
of the Town! How grateful the one, you hateful 
the other! By this Time to be ſure you think me 
mad, whichis alſo now and then my own Opinion, 
However, be aſſured that I have ſometimes lucid 


Tatervals, in which your Letters will be extremely 
ante agteeable, and perhaps afford me ſome Hints of 


the Means of curing this Diſtemper. Believe, that 


1 wait with Impatience for both your Anſwers, 


and that as far as my Cares will give me Leave, 


I am moſt heartily, 


2 our Friend and Servant, 


CELADON. 


P. S. Inclos'd you ha : my Wife's Compli- 
ments to the Ladies, which I own to you frankly I 
have had in my Hands near a Week, ſo much 


more is ſhe Miſtreſs of her Paſſion Ghai I. I doubt 


whether you would have heard from me now, but 
that the leaſt Seal is juſt over, and my Lawyers 


aſſure me, that all our Troops muſt go into Quar- 
ters of Cantonment for five Weeks at leaſt. This 
has given me ſuch a Flow of Spirits, that I think 
I ſhould never be weary of writing ; however, for 
d > Sakes, I will not add a long Poſtſcript to a 
tedious Epiſtle, Once more i bid you Adieu. 


LETTER 
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THEE certainly far from being gallant, to ſig 
nify your Deſire that I ſhould write to you by 
my Spouſe; and there are Ladies in the World 
who would rally you ſeverely, upon à Conduct {6 
mal a propos. But as I have no Secrets with 
reſpect either to Phaon or yourſelf, I paſs it by; 
and to ſhow how eaſily I forgive, this will find 
its Way under my Huſband's Cover. Tou ſay, 
truly, that we were once Companions in Misfor- 
tune, and I remember I then propheſied we ſhould 
live to talk of thoſe Vexations with Pleaſure, 
Happily for us, I gueſs'd right; nor is there a 
Day paſſes over my Head, but I reflect with De- 
light on the Troubles that are paſt. Every Place 
that I ſee reminds me Hf particular Paſſages, or at 
leaſt, particular Thoughts, and I cannot help ſmil- 

ing at the ſtrange Notions which were wont in 

thoſe Days to roll in my Head. I make no 
Queſtion you are ſometimes occupied with Thoughts 
like theſe; if not, you are obliged to me for 
ſuggeſting a Pleaſure you have never taſted, and 
which is every Way ſuited to a Genius like yours. 


Phaon has informed you of the Diſorder our Fa- 
mily was in, on Account of my Father's Illneſs, at 


leaſt he told me he would, otherwiſe I ſhould, not- 
withſtanding the Hurry we were in, have ſtolen 
ſo much Time as to have inform'd you of it myſelf, 

| N 3 You 
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Tou are no Stranger to the Conqueſt made by 
. Clarinda, over the Heart of your Friend; but 
perhaps you do not know that I have taken a great 
deal of Pains to ſerve him to a very little Purpoſe. 
The Family are pleaſed to ſay, the Gentleman is 
not of Birth to pretend to their Relation, and 
Claringa herſelf is afraid of the Violence of his 
Paſſion.” - Theſe, Florimond, are the Effects of a 
Quality- Education, and Clarinds is the firſt Wo- 
man I ever ſaw, Who was afraid her "Huſband 
ſhould preye too fond. There is certainly a kind 
of lucky Enthuſiaſm in Love; for if Hippolytus had 
taken the Advice of all che Friends he had in 
the Werſch he could never have fallen upon any 
Method which would have anfwered half ſo well 
as the mad one he has taken, without any Adviee 
at all. | Clarinde s Aunt, who is a great Admirer 
of Romanges, has diſcover'd I know not what 
Dignity of Mind, in leaving all his Concerns, to 
come and dangle after her Niece, without o much 
as pre ming t to acquaint her with it. | Clatinds 
herfelf is touch'd with Pity, and tells me, in a 
Letter, that ſhe ſhould think herſelf oblig d to 
marry the Man, though the was fure to be un- 
happy with him. This is indeed a high Strain of 
Compaſſion, which Jam loath to cenſure, and 
yet canngt approve. 1 ſhould-be glad to know 
what you think of it, though, by the Way, J ſuſ⸗ 
pect Clarindd's Sincerity. The reſt of her Letter | 
expreſſing at leaſt, if I underſtand it right, rather 
Abet ection than Pity; bur I fancy Lovers are apt 
fo deceive themſelves, and that it is not eaſy to 
know where Concern for another ends, or where 
Reſpe& to one's own Happineſs begins. IoI to 
hi that I ſtole from this Thought from a little 
k of Pbaon 5 — 7 be Philoſophy of-Love. 
IT : That 
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That I may not write you a Letter abſolutely 
without News, I will conclude this with the Hiſ- 
tory of our French Woman. She was fecom- 
mended to a Gentleman's Family, as a proper 
Governeſs for his Daughters. But ſhe had ſcarce 
been three Months in the Houſe, before ſhe en- 
tred the Bands of Wedlock with the Futor to the 
Gentleman's eldeſt Son, a Man about fifty- five, 
who had made a ſhift to ſave upwards of two thou- 
ſand Pounds. Upon this Marriage, there has bp 
pened- the ſtrangeſt, and at the ſame Time, 
Taser Change that can be imagin' d. The 


ady is grown quite young again in her Imagina- 


tion, and which is ſtill ſtranger, ſhe. affects the 
/oman-of Quality, keeps a couple of Maids, that 
e may call one of them ker Woman, and tho 
the had a F aculty of introducing Stingineſs wheres 
ever ſhe came, is become, though mot. generous; 
Jet very expenſive; and the Huſband, in the mean 


Time, is grown quite melancholly, from a Proſpect 


that he ſhall certainly be ſacrifie'd to this, Wo- 
man's Vanity. What I take to be a little ſingu- 
lar, ſhe: was pleaſed to make me a Viſit; but to 
avoid having too. much, or too little Patience, I 
did not think proper to be at Home. You fee; 
Florimond, what Trifles I write you, and. in Truth 
1 am glad we have nothing but Trifles sto write: 
I was lately in great Fear, that my firſt Epiſtle 


would have inform'd you of my Father's Death; 


but as he is now perfectly recover'd, I have like= 
wiſe recover'd my Spirits, and therefore chuſe to 
entertain you with ſuch trivial Matters, rather 
than be thought deſicient in that reſpectſul Friend. 
ſhip which will always ſubſiſt in the! Boſom of 
ven oulig d andi obedient, Servant, tw 18% UT 
WERE 1 2 A. 
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LETTER v. . 


3713 4 


'FLORIMOND  CELADON. 


N E Letter you wrote Bhboon, he dbſinirted 

as you deſired to me, with a very kind one 
ot hiv: own; and I dare aſſure you, that if any 
Share we take in our Afflictions, could diminiſh 
them, they would not Tong be ſo intolerable as 
you deſcribe them. I diſcern from your E piſtle, 
that your Misfortunes have ſurpriz d you very 
much, which is to me no Wonder. I aſſure you, 


1 thought you ſo happy, that J aſcrib'd your not 


writing to a hurry of Pleaſure, for which Phaon 
has given me a ſevere Reprimand ; and L, as it be- 
comes me, aſk your Pardon. 

There is certainly nothing in the World aſh 
tickliſh and unſteady as human Felicity. To- day 
we are, or think ourſelves happy, and Tamron 
we are certainly wretched.” Our Wiſdom, our 
Patience, our Virtue, cannot defend us form theſe 
Reverſes of Fortune, which happen we know not 
Why. Lady Sophia's Mother muſt be a Woman 
cf a very ſingular Temper, to reſolve on makin 
the Man unhappy on whom the Happineſs of her 
only Child depends. Yet female Caprice is, in 
this Age, no Miracle, and if Companions in Diſ- 
trrſs could make it eaſy to yo ] could inform 

ou of many who owe their Uneaſineſſes to a like 
Cauſe. There is certainly a kind of Weakneſs in 
the - bay. ph ef Women, eſpecially when they are 


in 
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in Years, which too often inclines them to fancy 
that they are treated with Contempt, and that is a 
Thing they never forgive. In your Caſe, the 
marrying Lady Sophia, without her Mother's Con- 
ſent, paſs'd for indubitable Proof; nor can any 
Submiſſions you can make, weaken the Strength of 
this Evidence. In my Judgment therefore, all 
Attempts to pacify the old Lady are vain, and you 
muſt content yourſelf with demonſtrating in a legal 
Way, that ſhe has it not in her Power to do you 
Miſchief. Perhaps this may bring her to herſelf, 
for it ſometimes happens that miſchievous Tempers 
conceive a Reverence for thoſe whom they find it 
impoſſible to injure, But perhaps you will ſay, the 
Evils you moſt fear will be brought about before 
this can be effected; to which all I can anſwer is, 
that Patience is the ſole Remedy of all inevitable 
Misfortunes. Prudence, which protects us from 
leſſer Ills, points out this Cure for thoſe it cannot 
prevent. 

1 do not wonder that ſo ſtrict a n 
with Lawyers, ſhould make you ungaſy. There 
is nothing ſo diametrically oppoſite to a Life of 
filent Repoſe, as the having to do with Courts; 
and therefore Horace, in his excellent Panegyrick 
on a rural Retreat, particularly remarks this 
Bleſſing, That the wrangling of Lawyers is never 
heard there, Beſides, a Lover of the Belles Lettres 
cannot attend to the dry tedious Diſcourſes of Pe- 
dantick Law Sages, who ground all they deliver. 
ypon Authority, and when you demand Reaſon, - 
cite my Lord Coke. Thus your Circumſtances 
leading you into a Road where your Inclination 
would never have carried you, you are of Courſe 
often at a Loſs, unwilling to go on, and unable 


bp go back. We lee * lame Thing happen 
| daily 
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daily in other Cafes of Life: a meer Soldiet is 
almoſt diſtracted if he can find no other Com- 
any than chat of Divines; a Beau is in the 
Va pours after half an Hour's Converſation with a 
Set T Traders; as theſe again are at their | Wits 
End, ifoblig'd d to talk for any length of Time with 
none but Mathematicians. To get the 1 of 
chis Evil, you muſt alter your Temper entire! 
and this e you take Ll a * Thing 1 
Poſible. 6 +: n 
Hitherto all 1 have fad can a ſerve to en- 
creaſe your: Malady, but there is a Neceſſity of 
probing to the Bottom Before we pretend to dreſs 
the Wounds of che Mind. To- fkin them over, is 
the Practice of Quacks, who deſire rather to make 
a ſpeedy than a certain Cre. But as 1 have now 
Jaig before you my Notion of the Cauſts of = 
1 I wilt — offer to your View What 
apprehend may prove the ſafeſt and caſieſt Methoc 
of om: It is abſolute Madneſs for you to koffer 
another Perſon's Indiſcretion to make too great an 
Impreſſion! on your Mind. This: froward old 
Lady is certainly in the wrong, to treat you 
as ihe does; but becauſe {ke is blind to” her own 


Intereſt, muſt you be ſo too? Her „ ek in- 


volving you in theſe Suits, is to giye you Diſquiet;. 
and if you go on as you do, ſhe will gain her End. 
You muſt, that you may be eaſy, look upon this 
Diſpoſition in her, as a Stroke of Fate, ſuch as a 
Fire or-an Earthquake, of which, when'it is once 
over, it is in vain to torment one's ſelf with che 
Remembrance of it. © But it may be, you will f, 


chat it is a growing Evil, and that it is impoſſible 


for you to tell when it will be over. This I 


grant you; but as your Lawyers are poſirive 
e cannot prevail againſt you in any of her Pre: 


= | tences, 
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ces. you muſt eyen be content to compute the 
_— Expence of her .. Perſecution, and make 
Laer for it aceardingly.; ; Which will be the 
ealjer, if, as you conjecture, the Men whom you 
employ in this Affair, are moderately honeſt, and 
will endeavour to keep the Monſter Law at as 
ſhort Allowance as poſſible. | 
Suppoſe the Base your Wife brought you had 
been ſubject to a Mortgage? Suppoſe ſhe. had 
ounger Siſters to provide for, or a certain Num- 
— of poor Relations, of whom you were bound 
in Honour to take Care. This would not give 
Celadon a Moment's Pain. But theſe are vain Sup- 
poſitions; and the ſole Incumbrance on Lady So- 
bias Eſtate, is the peeviſh Humour of her Mo- 
ther. Why then, provide for that, and you may be 
eaſy. It would; have been better if by Arguments 
ou could have perſuaded your Mother -in law to 
3 but ſince that is not to be done, tis fitter 
ſhe ſhould have all the Diſquiet, than that you 
ſhould ſhare it with her; and as to the Coſt, that 
will be the ſame, whether you are diſquieted or not. 
A little Meditation will make you Maſter of the 
Subject ; you will find what I ſay to be true, and 
you will find Arguments ſufficient to convince Lady 
Sophia of the Truth of it, which will free you 
from your ſecond Grievance, or rather from that 
Circumſtance which chiefly contributes to o malte the 
br. Grievance intolerable, en 
As to the breaking in upon your formen 
Schemes, which is another Ground of Complaint, 
you. have the Remedy in your own Hands; that 
is to ſay, you haye the Power of altering your 
Schemes. The ſaving your paternal Eſtate is, 
without Queſtion, a Project from which you ought 
Dot calily to depart. In order therefore to ſucceed 
in 
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in this, give up ſome other Point. In all, La- 
cretius, Virgil, and Horace, L do not meet with A 
Word about a Coach and fix ; from whence I am 
led to believe, that it is not abſolutely neceſſary, 
any more than the Retinue which muſt - ac- 
company it. Beſides, any Alterations you make of 
this Sort, will be attended with Conveniences, and 
put it more in your Power to lead ſuch a Life as 
you ſeem to like. If you live with leſs Eclat, 
you will have leſs Company and more Quiet. 
Lady Sophia will find a thouſand Amuſements a- 
2 both to herſelf and you, and when you 
have ſpent one Summer in this Way, I am thorough- 
ly ſatisfied you will never wiſh} to ſpend a Summer 
in another. All the — a Town Life, and 
all the Buſtle of Country Grandeur, is fatiguing 
to a Man of Senſe, and rather a Curſe than a 
Bleſſing. It ſerves only to deprive us of our Time 
and eſtrange us from our Families, which to Men 
of true good Senſe, and true good Nature, is all 
that is eſteemable in this Life. Reſolve therefore 
to part with Grandeur, and be happy. 

After all, my dear Friend, how can you ſriguf 
17 complain of theſe ſmall Diſappointments i Con- 
ſider what is in your Power, and you will not 
think any Thing very deſirable that is out of it. 
You are happy in an excellent Wife; you have a 
very conſiderable Eſtate, a Houſe, or rather a Pa- 
lace, in a pleaſant Country, and you fret becauſe, 
beſides the Land- Tax and the Poor's-Rate, you 
are charged with three hundred Pounds a Year to 
the maintenance of Law. How many of your 
Acquaintance, Men of Rank, Good Senſe, and 
Learning, would eſteem your Situation, the 
Summit "of Happineſs? Think of this, and you 
wh conſider it in another Light than yow 3 

* Ar 
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That the Cure may go on the better, quit that 
Land of Infection, where you caught your Diſeaſe, 
and-come and breathe our ſerener Air, where the 
Senſes are quicker, where the Mind is more at 
her Eaſe, and where every Object contributes to 
excite new Joys, or at leaſt to baniſh old Cares. 
A Morning's Walk by the River's ſide will furniſh 
a Train of agreeable Ideas ; and if they ſhould be 
exhauſted before Noon, a timely Supply may be 
drawn from your Library, from Lady Sophie's 
Drawing Room, or, if the Day be fair, from an 
Hour's Ride. The Company of your Friends at 
Dinner will afford you every Day a Feaſt, tho” 
you never exceed three Diſhes; the Bowling- 
Green, your ſmoaking Parlour, or fiſhing in the 
Moat, will, with Converſation, fill up very happi- 
ly the Afternoon. In the Evening the Ladies 
will expect you, and at Night the Satisfaction of 
having ſpent the Day innocently, will afford you 
the nobleſt Opiate, a quiet and eaſy Mind. If 
theſe are not the beſt Thoughts that can be writ- 
ten you on the Subject you propoſed, they are 
at leaſt the beſt in my Power, and are offered you 
with unfeigned Sincerity; weigh them well, con- 
ſult your own Senſe, compare what I ſay 
with the Advice of our Friend Phaon, and may 
Providence direct you in the Judgment you make, 
that it may render you as happy as I wiſh you. 
Having ſaid this, I have nothing to add more, 
but that I am with equal Ardour and Sincerity, 


Your moſt devoted Servant, Ae 


 FLORIMOND. 
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PHAON 10 HAN 4 
H E RE is not at the Kirk: Time a _— 
noble and a more pleaſaut Thing than to do 
Good to one's Friend. Tour Letter gives me ati. 
Opportunity of laying before you many Things: 


which make both for your Welfare and Quiet: 1 


ſhall ſtate them with that Freedom which it be- 
comes a Man to uſe when his Advice is afked, by 


a Perſon for whom he has a ſincere Concern; and; 


as you are a Man of Honcdur and of Senſe, 1 
make myſelf ſure of your Pardon, even if 1 
ſhould miſs of your Approbation. He who has 
the Courage to ſtate his Caſe fairly as you have 


done, will in all Probability have the Patience to 


hear what his Friend has to ſay, and to conſider 
how far it is ſupported by —— which is, Gent 
Celadon, all the Return. 1 aſk. 

The Evils you complain of are emniedly owin 
to yourſelf, and are in Fact the meer Effects 
Vapours. Be not angry, good Celaabn, but 625 
amine Things attentively; and when you have fo 
done, tell me I am mad, if you think you fee 
Cauſe, and I promiſe you I'll bear it. When 
you were ſingle, and had certain great Views in 
your Head, you acted like a Man of Spirit, and 
you had the Succeſs you deſerv'd. In thoſe active 
Days you had no Notion of finking under every 
little . and of. praying, like the Carter, to 


Hercules, 
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Hercules, without ſetting your Shoulder to the 
Wheel. Bleſs me, Sir! what an Alteration two 
Thouſand a Year BY Shall I tell you preciſe» 
by, and in very few Words? It makes a Man 
whoſe Courage deſpiſed all Danger, tremble at his 
own Shadow. Would you not laugh at a Fop 
afraid of going abroad in a miſty Day, or ſeriouſly 
arraigning Providence for ſending Sun-ſhine 
enough to tann him? I am ſure you would; and 
yet Where is the mighty difference between bim 
and you? He would have the Seaſons follow his 
Humour, and you are for having every Woman 
in Years you deal with, of juſt ſuch a Diſpoſi od 
as would ſuit your Purpoſe ; ; is not this now a 
very modeſt Requeſt, and have you not. all: the 
Reaſon, in the World, to forget the many. good 
Turns, Heaven has done you, becauſe it, does not 
do you this? Such Gratitude, ſuch Piety, may 
perhaps provoke Providence to exerciſe n with 
Evils of another Stamp. 

I love Books and J hate Law as much as you, 
but! can't think of running into a Wilderneſs 
to enjoy one, or of dying at the very Thoughts, 
of the other. A meer Poet, a meer Philoſopher, 
differs in my Judgment very little from a, meer 
Fool; we are fent. into the World to live, that is, 
to act, not to dream, either aſleep or awake, and 
divert the reſt of Mankind with relating our Vi- 
ſions. There is a Time — Study, and there are 

Times for Buſineſs, and be ieve me there's no Reliſh, 
in one, unlefs we are ſometimes taken up with 
the other. Your Whim of ſeeking Peace in the 
Groves, and devoting the whole of your Life to 
a rural Retreat, would have been very pretty if it 
had been digeſted into Verſe, but for your Pin- 
dariſm in Proſe, as Flarimond callsit, *tis quite out of 

my 
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my Way, and therefore I defire to have no more 
on't. I am aſhamed that a Man whoſe good Senſe 
I once admired, ſhould be capable of loſing” his 
Patience at Things which happen every Day, and 
which there is not a Man in his Neighbourhood 
who does not experience as well as he, and with- 
out any Tincture of Wit or Philoſopy bears them 


better. But to be ſerious and examine fairly the 


Grounds of your Complaint. 
Your Mother-in-law is very angry. Good. You 


would have been very angry if ſhe had diſap- 


pointed you in your Deſigns; why then ſhould 
you think ſhe has no Reaſon ? Bur ſhe is reſoly'd 
to give you a great deal of Trouble. Why, is 


ſhe not in the Right? Have not you given her 
a great deal ? Sbe propoſed that her Daughter 


ſhould have married an Earl's eldeſt Son, in 


which Caſe ſhe was to have married the Earl her- 


ſelf; you have ſpoiled both theſe Matches, and ſhe 
muſt have been a very good-natured Woman in- 
deed, who would not have done twice as much 
Miſchief for thwarting any one of them. Well, 


but you wrote her a ſubmiſſive Letter, and ſent 


it by her Chaplain. All that was very right, but 
ſhe it ſeems, is of the Claſs of Ladies who are 
govern'd by their Stewards; ſo the honeſt Prieſt 
ſent your Letter back, which 1 hope you had the 
Grace to commit to the Flames. Now, Sir, you 
ſee the Lady's Temper, be ſo good as to think 
of other Methods; aſk your Lawyers whether ſhe. 
is not to be plagu'd? Ido not mean by ground- 


leſs and vexatious Suits, for in the Space of three 


Years Management of her deceaſed Hufhand's 
Effects, ſhe muſt have been very prudent indeed, 
if the has left no juſt Occaſion for IE mes, to 
Account. If ſhe has, ü N.. * 

3 
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As to Lady Sophia, you only infect her with 
your own Diſtemper; and therefore if you cure 
yourſelf, ſhe will ſoon be well. Take the Pains 
to be acquainted with your own Affairs, read 
your Father's Will, and the Family Settlements 
they won't take up more Time than Livy and 
Tacitus, and they may ſerve you full as much. I 
have known ſome Gentlemen make great Diſco- 
veries this Way, and very important ones. Why 
may not you? The Lawyers, you ſay, are a trou- 
bleſome ſort of People; why ſo are the Phyſicians 
and Surgeons; but muſt J therefore ſuffer a Win- 
te Cough to improve itſelf into a Conſumption, 
or bear a F iſtula, becauſe without Trouble I can 
have no Help? Why, Sir, the Lawyers are a very 
uſeful ſort of People, and you ſay you have found 
three honeſt ones, which is pretty well for a 
young Beginner. My Father was a dozen Years 
at Law, and had not ſuch a Piece of good Luck, 
in the whole Time. Don't think I banter you, 
Sir, or that I am hard upon your Friends; my 
Advice to you is to be better ' acquainted with 
them, and then your Character will do them 
ſome Good. I have known a Novice in Law take 
an artſul old Knave for a very honeſt Fellow, and 
a plain down-right Man for a Perſon not to be 
dealt with. Look narrowly, Sir, into the Affair, 
and when you know as much of it as your Law- 
yers, you wil! know them better, and perhaps 
like them never the worſe. 

In the Beginning of a Man's Life, where he 
has not a ſhallow Purſe, a Chancery Suit is not 
amiſs; it finds him ſomewhat to do; it teaches 
him the Courſe of the Court, and properly at- 
tended to, gives him ſo much Experience as en- 
ables him to avoid * a Score in the Courſe of 
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his Days. A Suit at the ſame Time in the Ex- 
chequer is, I confeſs, a little too hard for a Man of 
moderate Abilities, and who is fond of his Plea- 
ſures; but to a Man of your Sagacity and So- 
briety, it cannot afford much Fatigue; you may 
as well converſe with your Clerk in Court as with 
your Bookſeller ; nor can I ſee any great Diffe- 
rence between walking in Weſtminſter-hall, or the 
Court of Requeſts. As for the Heir at Law, ſince 
his Demand is but ſmall, and at the ſame Time 
indifferently founded, you may rid yourſelf of any 
Diſputes with him, by promiſing never to break 
the Entail, which in Honour I think you ought 
not to do. 

The Life of a Man of Buſineſs is a true Life 
of Pleaſure, becaute he has always ſomethin 
worthy of a Man to do. He is in the firſt Place 
uſeful to Society, next he is belov'd and rever'd 
in his Family ; laſtly, he is always chearful in 
himſelf. The Contemplator, the Philoſopher, or 
in plain Eg, the Hypochondriack, is no Body 
in Reſpect to Society, a troubleſome ſomebody in 
his Family, and except, in a very fair Day, ech 
upon good Terms with himſelf. He who takes 
the World as he finds it, acts like God's Creature, 
but he who is for new modelling the Univerſe, 


intermeddles with the Buſineſs of his Creator, 


and acts, in Fact, like a Man out of his Wits. It 
was the Repoſe you took in the Country, and 
the ſudden Diſturbance you met with on your 
coming to Town, that threw you into this Fit of 
the Vapours, out of which I hope my Letter 
will rouze you; at leaſt it is for this Purpoſe 1 
write it: your Affairs would ſuffer if you ſhould 


nod too long, and therefore as a Friend I. Jogg 
you by the Elbow. 


» - Pardon, 
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Pardon, dear Celadon, my manner of talking 
to a Man much more capable of inſtructing me; the 
Difference is, that at preſent I am in pofleſſion of 
the little Senſes I have, and you a little beſide yours. 
Put your Lucretius out of your Pocket, be con- 
tent to dine now and then with your Lawyers, 
read the News at George's Coffee- houſe, and drink 
a Bottle twice a Week in the Neighbourhood of 
the Devil: in the Space of ſix Weeks you will 
come to reliſh Buſineſs, value your Mother: in- 
law's ill Humours at the Rate they deſerve, and 
conſider your Law Suits, rather as Leſſons in the 
Art of living, than ſuch grievous Plagues as you 
now eſteem them. Theſe Medicines take on the 
Word of a Friend, and if they do you no Good, 
take Florimond's Advice: who is far gone in the 
Hyp too; but I intend him ſhortly a a Viſit and 
ſhall treat him then as I now do you. Adieu, don't 
write me a Syllable unleſs it be a Letter of 


Thanks, which I afſure you will be extremely 
welcome to 


Your fincere Friend, 


and very humble Servant, 


PHAON,. 


O 2 1 LE T- 


196 The RATIONVAL Au us BM ENT. 


ET 
SO PH IA EME LIA. 


HE many kind Offices, dear Emelia, 
| which you have formerly done me, and that 
Likeneſs which I always thought there was be- 
tween our Tempers, incline me to commit to 
you the Execution of a Project on which in a 
great Meaſure the reſtoring of my. Peace depends. 
Tho? I muſt allow, that my Mother has ſome odd 
Humours, and has ſhewn a very unreaſonable 
Averſion to my Huſband, yet I muſt always re- 
member that ſhe is my Mother, and that ſhe was 
very tender of me while under her immediate 
Care. Her Law Suits therefore with Celadon, give 
me inexpreſſible Diſquiet. On the one Hand, I 
ſee the beſt Huſband in the World diſtreſſed in 
his Fortune and his Peace; and. on the other 
Hand, I cannot help owning, that ſhe who di- 
ſtreſſes him is the beſt of N or at leaſt was 
ſo, while I remain'd her dutiful Daughter. This 
NA me to ſet a Watch upon my Lips, and 
to be extremely cautious in all my Motions; for 
as I would do nothing which might give Celadon 
Offence, ſo with the ſame Care I would avoid 
ſhowing any Diſreſpect tro my Mother. 
Theſe Things you may be ſure occupy my 
Thoughts Night and Day, I hope to ſome Pur- 
poſe. My Uncle, who lives in your Neighbour- 
hood, had always a great Influence over my Mo- 
ther; I fancy if he 9. make a Journey to 
Town, 
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Town, and give himſelf the Trouble of paying, 
her two or three Viſits, he would diſlodge her 
Attornies, and put himſelf at the Head of her 
Counſel, which would give him an Opportunity 
of terminating her Differences with Celadon in an 
amicable Way; z in which I am confident he would 
deny her nothing, and at the ſame Time I am 
ſenſible my Uncle would not ſuffer my Huſband's 
good Nature to be too much impoſed on. I 
would have written to him myſelf, but that his 
Wife is no Friend of mine, and a Woman of 
great Art; I could therefore wiſh that Florimond 
would make him a Viſit, and moye the Thing to 
him as from himſelf, My Uncle is a good na- 
tured ſenſible Man; and I am — if it ap- 
pears to him in a right Light, will readily come 
into it, as well as for Celadon's Sake as mine, the ra- 
ther becauſe he had a great Hand in our Marriage, 
and has been very kind to us ſince. 
That you may not fall into any Miſtakes, it 
will be proper to inform you, that tho? I call 
this Gentleman Uncle, he is not ſo nearly related 
to me as you imagine; his firſt Wife was my 
Father's half Siſter, by her he had a Son, who 
will be the Heir of his Eftate. He married a ſe- 
cond Wife, not of ſo good-a Family as my Aunt, 
but with a much better Fortune, and of a very 
managing Diſpoſition, which to ſpeak the Truth, 
has contributed not a little to my Uncle's good 
Fortune, whoſe Eſtate: when he married her was 
but in an indifferent Gondition. With all hols 
good Senſe, ſhe is an avow'd Enemy to his firſt 
Wife's Relations, and thinks, whenever they make 
him a Viſit, that they are come to eat a new 
Hole in his Eftate. By this Account of my Un- 
cle and his „ Florimond will ſquare his Con- 


O 3 duct, 
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duct, neither can I entertain the leaſt doubt, that 
by his Patience and Addreſs, all Things may be 
brought into a right Channel. My Mother is indeed 
Gmewhar obſtinate, but then there is no Body 
living loves her Friends better than ſhe, or takes 
their Advice more kindly. She did all-Things on 
my Father's Deceaſe by this Gentleman's Direction, 
and I have often heard her ſay, that ſhe had infi- 
nite Obligations to him on that Account, which 
makes me apprehend, that if he was once in 
Town, bout have as great an Aſcendant over 
her as ever. This, I ſay, is my Opinion; but if 
you apprehend that Hope has got the better of 
Reaſon, do me the Favour to let me know it, 
for if there is any Danger of miſcarrying in the 


; Project, I'd rather it ſhould go no farther. You 
ſeel ama very young, and a very ſhallow Politi- 


cian ; help me our a little, and let it never be 
ſaid, that two young Women wanted Senſe enough 
to bring an old one to know her own Intereſt. 
My Reſpects to Plorimond, to your Father, Mo- 
ther, and all your Family, together with the 


ſincereſt e for their Welfare, conclude me, 


2 our one, ncere Friend and Servant, 
Jo b SOPHIA. 


P. 8 When you write me an + Anſwer ſend 'me 
ſome Account of our Friend Eliza, fince ſhe will 
ſend me none of herſelf, and if there be any News 
ſtirring in the Country, leave me not in the dark 
about it, that when | came down next, I may. not 
appear a Stranger, or be at a Loſs in an Aſſem- 


bly for want of a little ſecret Hiſtory. 


LET. 
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LET TE R. va 
E MEL IA ©» PHAON. 


S our Houſes ſecure us from Wiater Blaſts, 
Y ſo whenever we are diſtreſſed we naturally 
{eek the Shelter of our Friends. Who would 
have thought, Phaon, when we parted at the Cloſe 
of the laſt Summer, that before the Beginning of 
the next, we ſhould all meet with ſomething to 
alarm us. The ſudden IIIneſs of your Father 
ſtruck your Houſe into a Conſternation; Celadon, 
whom we all imagin'd poſſeſſed of a flowing For- 
tune, finds his Circumſtances embarraſſed, and 
himſelf in no Condition. of ſaving his paternal 
Eſtate; and we have now our full Share of ill 
Luck, in the News of my Brother's Marriage, 
which ' with too much Reaſon we apprehend will 
gꝗ0 near to break my Father's Heart. 

Leander muſt at preſent be near twenty, tho? I 
think my Mother uſually calls him eighteen ; he 
was always a very forward Child, and eſteem'd 
much the beſt Scholar in our Grammar School, 
when my Father took him from thence to ſend 
him to the Univerſity. He had always a great 
Paſſion for Books, and, as I thought, no ſort of 
| Inclination towards the Ladies; for when he has 
been at Home with us ſometimes for a'Month or 
fix Weeks, he grew abſolutely uneaſy to return to 
his Studies; and tho' he is naturally very cour- 
teous, yet could not I perceive that any of the 
Ladies who viſited me, had Influence enongh to 
O4 detain 


al 
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detain him half an Hour after the Tea Things 
were-taken away. What ſarprizes me ſtill more 
is, that I never heard him ſay a Word of the 
Cambridge Ladies. On the contrary, when he 


was with us at Celadon's Houſe, laſt Summer, I 


remember he ſaid in Converſation, That Marriage 
was a ſericus Thing; and that he thought every 
Couple who knew them, ſhould conſider before Mar- 
riage, whether they ſhould live like Celadon and So- 
phia. To this I anſwer'd immediately, with 
ſome Warmth, That a Couple might love one ano- 
ther extremely well, without being exceſſively fond. 
To which he replied, That a large Share of Ten- 
derneſs was neceſſary to ballance the Cares which 
attend a married State. This, as far, as I can re- 
collect, is the ſole Time I ever heard him ſpeak 
on the Subject, and ſuch an Impreſſion his Ob. 
ſervation made, that I ſpoke of it that Afternoon 
to Florimond, who anſwered, that the Obſervation 
was juſt, and that Leander ſpoke like a Man of 
Honour. 

It was from his Tutor my Father had the 
News; all he told him was, that having found in 


one of my Brother's Books a very fond Letter in 


a Female Hand, heaſked from whom it came? To 
which he er d. from his Wife. This Anſwer 
ſo ſurprized the grave old Man, that he was un- 
able to ſay any Thing more, and bid him be 


gone to his Chamber; inſtead of which the young 
Man went to his Father-in-law's, who is a Clergy- 
man not far from Cambridge, and has never ſince 
been near the College. My Father, as ſoon as he 
had receiv'd the Letter came to our Houſe, and 
finding Florimond and I in the Garden, put it, 
without ſaying a Word, into his Hand, who read 


it aloud; it ä us all into Tears, and my 
Spouſe 
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Spouſe was the firſt who recover'd himſelf ſo far 
as to ſpeak. This Tutor, ſaid he, is a ſtrange Fel- 
low ; he does not ſo much as tell us the Character of 
the Man whoſe Daughter your Son has married: 
Cambridge 7s not far of, permit me to make a 
Tourney thither. I will go and ſpeak to Leander, 
and bring you a juſt Account of this Matter. No, 
ſaid the old Man, I cannot part with you; this ill 
News is not only ſo ſudden, but ſo unlooꝶ'd for, that 
T perceive it affetts me deeply, and 1 fell a Faint- 
neſs I cannot expreſs. On his going Home he was - 
taken extremely ill, inſomch that Florimond, who 
is uncommonly tender of him, has not lain at 
Home ſince. My Mother too, between her Son's 
 Misfortune and her Huſband's Illneſs, is almoſt 
diſtracted. In this Diſtreſs the Favour I have 
to aſk of you is, that you would read the incloſed 
Letter from Sophia, and in conſequence of her 
Inſtructions do what my Spouſe ſhould have done; 
you are as well, or rather better acquainted with 
the Gentleman, and I make no Queſtion will 
ſucceed in this Negotiation. In this I prefer my 
Friend's Buſineſs to my own; for had not this 
Affair fallen out, I ſhould certainly have engag'd 
you to have made a Trip to Cambridge, in. order 
to prevail upon my Brother to come home, and 
make his Peace, if poſſible, by telling us the 
Truth. It has been my Obſervation, that the 
Anger of Parents is beſt. appeaſed by the perſonal 
Submiſſions of their Children; for the Sight of 
them ſwelling their Paſſions to the utmoſt Height, 
an Ebb naturally follows, and then the Pleadings 
of Nature are heard; you know I may the better 
judge of this Caſe, becauſe I have once experi- 
enc'd it, and they ſay, that Experience can teach 
even Fools. 1 | ' 
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I am very ſenſible that my Father has juſt Rea- 
ſon to be extremely chagrin'd at this ill-tim'd 
Match; you know well enough that his Eſtate is 
called {fix hundred Pounds a Year, but I have heard 
him ſay, that he thinks it a good Year when it 
brings him four hundred into his Pocket: he had 
no great Opportunity of laying up, and therefore 
the Marriage of his Son would not have been 
very agreeable, even if he had met with a good 
Match. Judge you then how much he muſt be 
incumber'd, now this Boy has thrown himſelf 
away, and he is indebted to Florimond three thou- 
ſand Pounds for my Fortune? It is true, m 
Spouſe will never aſk for it; but ſtill the Senſe 
of the Debt will remain heavy on the good old 
Man's Mind, and the Knowledge of this makes me 
ſo heartily- uneaſy, that I almoſt wiſh myſelf ſin- 
gle. It.is now that I perceive how unjuſt a Thing 
it is for Children to marry according to their own 
Caprice, and by one indiſcreet Action, baffle all 
the Care of a Parent's Life. I cannot however 
help thinking, that this Doctrine ought to be par- 
ticularly con{ider'd by Sons, who are to inherit the 
Eſtates, and ought therefore to ſupport the Ho- 
nour of Families. But then, how unfit an Age is 
Nineteen or Twenty for Conſideration in any 
Caſe, and how much more when the Heart and 
Head are taken up by a new Paſſion, which at 
the very beginnning of its Reign turns Reaſon out 
of its Dominions! Alas, Phaon, what feeble 
Creatures are we Mortals | how fleeting our Feli- 
city; the Child that gives us Joy in the Cradle, 
gives us Death perhaps when it is grown up. If 
we did not give Way to our Paſſions, we ſhould 
never taſte of Evil; but then, if we never give 
Way to our Paſſions, alas! we can never taſte of 


Joy. 
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Joy. But what am I writing ! The Soliloquies of 
a Philoſopher are raviſhing, but the Reveries of a 
Woman muſt be ſtrange filly Things; do you 
therefore pardon them in your Friend, and believe 
that there is no Title which is more eſteem'd by 


Your faithful humble Servant, 
 EMELTA. 


LETTER. 
ELIZA #@ FL ORIMOND, 


HIL E Phaon is abroad, endeavouring to 
execute the Inſtructions given by your 
Spouſe, I take this Opportunity of correſponding 
with you, ſuppoſing that in your melancholy Way, 
an Epiſtle from a Friend will not be thought an 
unſeaſonable Intruſion. You muſt know, that 
my Spouſe. had ſcarce left Home before I re- 
ceiv'd a Letter, which brought the News of Cla- 
rinda's Marriage, a Marriage which has aſtoniſh'd 
all that Part of the Country, who were amaz'd 


at ſeeing a broken Tradeſman transformed into a 


rich Merchant, and a young Lady of nineteen 
with a great Fortune, married to a Man towards 
forty. | 1 

Our Friend was lucky in his Adventure, and 


has gain'd the Lady in a very romantick Way. 


All Things were ſettled in the Family before any 
Notice was taken of him at his Inn: then the 
N Aunt 


204 The RATIONAL AMUSEMENT. 


Aunt went thither on ſome pretence or other, with 
Clarinda's Maid: the Maid firſt took Notice of 
Hippolytus, and after biding him be on his Guard 
towards the People of the Houſe, pretended to 
introduce him to the old Lady as her Acquain- 
tance; theſe Preliminaries over, the Aunt and the 
Lover entered into a cloſe Treaty ; he agreed to 
make up Clarinda's Fortune twenty thouſand 
Pounds, which is to be ſettled upon her. So 
eager he was in this Matter, that he took Poſt 
for London that Night. Clarinda and her Aunt 
follow'd two Days after in their Coach and Six. 

On their Arrival in Town, the Money was im- 
mediately depoſited in the Funds, and'the Lovers 
were made happy Yeſterday. Is not this proceed- 
ing ſpeedily, eſpecially for ſo grave a Gentleman, 
one who I remember told us once, that he look'd 
upon Love to be a Diſeaſe, which might be cured 
by plentiful Bleeding, of which he pretended to 
give us two or three Inſtances. Alas! Florimond, 

why did he not ſend for his Surgeon, inſtead of 
galloping ninety Miles to get now and then a 
Sight of a Woman, young enough to be his 
Daughter. This was certainly enough to rivet 
him in his Opinion, ſince it was Proof ſufficient 
that the Man was not in his Senſes. Well, after 
all, Love, is a deſperate Thing with the Grave, [ 
find, as well as the Gay. 

But to talk now a little of our own Affairs. 
My Father is ſo well recover'd, that he would 
needs accompany his Son in his Journey. I con- 
feſs that I oppoſed it all I could, but no Pur- 
| Poſe; he was always extremely fond of Emelia, 

and Phaon having ſhewn him her Letter, there 
was no reſtraining him. According to his Scheme 
Phaon is to conduct Leander home, after ſerting 

him 
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him down here. They propoſed to dine Yeſter- 
day at the Houſe of Sophia's Uncle; and it was 
agreed that not a Word ſhould be ſaid of her at 
Table, to prevent his Lady's having any Notion 
of their Errand; a good Precaution I confeſs, and 
yet to ſpeak my Sentiments, I cannot believe half _ 
that I have heard of her; ſhe is a Woman of 
extraordinary good Senſe, and therefore I can 
ſcarcely believe her extravagantly covetous. Her 
Huſband was heretofore, to give it the mildeſt Ap- 
pellation, a little too generous, and his firſt Wife 
not at all of a Temper to reſtrain him. This 
Lady's Fortune juſt paid his Debts, which, by the 
Way, would not have affected his Eſtate; and 
therefore all ſhe has to depend on for herſelf and 
Children, is the Fruits of her Oeconomy. To 
ſuch a Woman, Florimond, great Allowances ought 
to be made; but what recommends her chiefly to 
me is, the Care ſhe has taken of his Son by the 
firſt Wife, for whom, when he went to the Uni- 
verſity, ſhe proviced a very worthy Tutor, and, as 
ſhe is the ſole Manager, fixed his Allowance at 
three hundred per Ann. at the young Gentleman's 
own Diſpoſal, without Account. At the ſame 
Time ſhe ſhows no ſuch Indulgence towards her 
own Children; her Daughters are the beſt Houſe- 
wives in the Country, conſidering their Age, the 
eldeſt being but ſeventeen ;, yet ſo it is, that this 
good Woman pleaſes no body: all her Neighbours' 
talk in Raptures of her Predeceſſor, not without 
a ſide Glace now and then at the Lady of 
whom I am now ſpeaking; but ſhe only laughs 
at this, and as I have often heard her expreſs it, 
patiently bears the Reflections made on that Fru- 
gality which is the neceſſary Effects of the firſt 
Lady's Generoſity; ſaying pleaſantly, that if 18 
oe Jl 7, a 


. 
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had not come between, there would be no room 


left for a third Lady to ſhow her Spirit. I am 
afraid you are tir'd with this rambling Stuff, and 
therefore ſhall detain you no longer, than to de- 
ſire you would make my Compliments to your 
Spouſe, and aſſure her, that I have the ſtrongeſt 
Expectations of Phaon's ſucceeding in both 


Commiſſions. Adieu! Believe me faithfully 


yours, 


5 ELIZA. 


— — — 
— _ 
. - 


CELADON 7 FLORIMOND. 


CINCE I ſent you Phaon's Letter, I have 


not receiv'd a Line from you. The Cauſe 
of your Silence I cannot penetrate; but as I am 
thoroughly perſuaded that it, is not want of 
Friendſhip, either towards him or me, I venture 


to ſer Pen to Paper again. When I wrote laſt, 


it was not above three Lines. But IJ am now in a 
Diſpoſition to entertain you longer. In the firſt 
Place, let me return you Thanks for your kind 


Letter, which breaths ſuch a viſible Spirit of Con- 


cern, that 1 ſhould be extreamly ungrateful if [ 
did not acknowledge it. Certain it is, that your 
Counſels coincided with my own Conceptions 


but it was happy for us, that Phaon had a dif- 


ferent way of Thinking, and had not ſo much of 
that falſe Complaiſance, which is the Eſſence of 


modern Friendſhip, as to ſtifle his Sentiments. 


To 
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To this I owe my being in better Circumſtances, 
and in higher Spirits, than I was. when I wrote 
you my large Epiſtle. 

After reading ſeriouſty both your Letters, I be- 
gan to think it perfectly expedient to conform 
my Conduct to the State I was in, to make a 
Virtue of Neceſſity,” and to be, as well as ſeem 
to be, reconcil'd to my Lot. Full of theſe No- 
tions, I ſent for my Attorney, and deſired him to 
give me as diſtinct an Account as he could of the 
State of my Affairs, What my Mother in-Law's 
Pretenſions were, Whence her Lawyers conceiv'd 

her Claims roſe, and what was the Nature of m 
Defence? I knew he was capable of doing this, 
becauſe he was a Man of Abilities and Induſtry, 
one who had all my Papers in his Hands, and 
whom my Counſel aſſur'd me had my Cauſe af 
Heart. He fully anſwered my Expectations, in 
ſtating the whole Buſineſs ſo freely, fully and fair- 
ly, that I went to Bed that Night complete Maſ- 
ter of my Affair, and thoroughly convinc'd, that 
Expence was the only Evil I had to fear; and that 
even this, by prudent Management, might be 
kept ſo much within Bounds, as not to be a Mat- 
ter worth plaguing myſelf about 

1 was now convinc'd, that imaginary Terrors 
are infinitely more grievous to the human Mind, 
than any real Misfortunes.. I look'd in vain for 
the Gorgous and Chimeras which had harraſs'd me 
for ſo many Weeks, and was heartily aſham'd to 
find Phaon ſo much a wiſer Man than I. But be- 
ing convinc'd by Experience, that it was fo, I 

reſolved to take his Advice, In purſuance of which 
I converſe pretty much with Gentlemen of the 

Law, and by a proper Turn of Diſcourſe, inform 
myelt 1 in moſt of my Doubts, . and acquird a 


Facility 
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Facility both of thinking and ſpeaking on thoſe 
Matters which had formerly ſo perplexed me, as 
to induce a Notion that they were not to be un- 
derſtood. The Increaſe of Knowledge of what- 
ever kind is always accompanied with Satis action; 
theſe Exerciſes were no longer tedious and trou- 
bleſome; I went to the Chancery Bar without Re- 
luctance, and read a Family Settlement with as 
much Satisfaction as if it had been ſome new French 


Memoirs. In three Months, I made a total Change 
of my Manners, and am now fo perfectly reconciled 
to Buſineſs, that I find it rather a Pleaſure than a 


Fatigue. But it is Time to tell you, what Effects 


this extraordinary Alteration has wrought. 
It happened one Evening, that I ſtumbled in- 


to a Coffee -Houſe, where I found my Mother:. in- 
Law's Agents. They took occaſion to addreſs me, 
in hopes of picking ſomething from me; nor did 
they loſe their Labour. After a little Diſcourſe, 


I entered roundly on the Buſineſs: I told them the 
Cauſe was a good Cauſe to them, becauſe they 


were ſure to be paid, though but an indifferent 
one to me, ſince I was as ſure to pay. That as to 
the Iſſue of the Thing, I was in no Pain about it. 

However, to ſhow them I was a reaſonable Man, 
and not ſuch an Enemy to the Lawyers as I was 
thought to be, I ſhould think myſelf oblig'd in 
Honour not to let any Perſon ſuffer in his Profits, 
who would bring the Matter to a ſhorter Deciſion, 
by making his Client comprehend the true State 
of the Caſe. The Lawyers ſmil'd, and ſeemed 
not at all diſpleaſed at what I ſaid. One cf 
them however, told me very frankly, that if the. 
Thing was really as I. took it to be, he appre- 
hended Perſuaſion would ſignify little to a Wo- 
man of my Mother-in-Law's Temper. To _— 

we 
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1 replied, that was my Misfortune; but that I 
ſhould. be grateful even for an Attempt of that 
Sort. I have Reaſon to think, that they took 
me at my Word, and if it had been in their 
Power, would have compromiſed all Diſputes. 
Hut it was not, and ſo Things ran on in their old 
Channel. | | 

This Week my Wife's Uncle came to Town, 
paid a Viſit to my Mother, without coming near 


me, and to my great Aſtoniſhment, ſent me No. _ 


tice to meet him next Day at a Coffee Houle, 
from whence he ſent me Word, he would carry 
me ſomewhere to Dinner. But gueſs at my Sur- 
priſe, when on my coming, he inform'd me, this 
ſomewhere was my Mother s. He told me, in few 
Words, that the Secrets of the Family lay in his 
Breaſt; and that he quickly convinc'd the old 
Lady if I may call a Worn ſo who is not three 
Months above Fifty) that it was by no means 
her Intereſt to be upon bad Terms with me, to 
whom all the Relations of the Family wiſhed well. 
But he retuſed to explain himſelf any farther, be- 
cCauſe, ſaid he, as I would ſuffer her to do you no 
Hurt, ſo I would by no means hurt her. I af- 
ſur'd him that was far from being my Deſire, 
and that all I aim'd at was to be ealy. Away we 
went to the old Lady's Lodgings, where we met 
with a favourable Reception. After Dinner my 
Uncle took his Leave, and J alſo would have with- 
drawn; but my Mother told me, that we were 
too nearly related to part ſo ſoon- After we 
were left alone, ſhe diſcours'd me in a very friendly 
Manner, and talked with ſo much Frankneſs, that I 
couldnothelpcryingout, Madam, didwe ever differ ? 
Zis, CELADON, ſaid the, laughing; out I am 
ſatisfied, that it is my f ny to ayer with you no 


longer, 
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longer, fince my Chaplain, my Lawyers, and my Bro- 


ther, are gone over to your Side. 1 forget from this 
Moment that you married Sophia without my Con- 


ſent; do ou forget that I was piqued at it. My 


Brother's coming to Town was a 2 of ber's, 1 


believe without your Knowledge, and it is no ſmall 


Satisfaction, that my Daughter has ſtill ſuch a regard 


for my Peace. The next Day ſhe din'd at our Houle, 
and this Morning I have paid her Attornies to 
their Satisfaction, and Lafſure you to mine, ſince, 


at the beginning of the Suit, I would have gi 


ven ten Times the Sum to have been quit of it. 
Though it is certain, in that Caſe, beſides my 
Money, I ſhould have loſt as much Experience 
as I now value at the ſame Rate. 


Thus I am delivered from the Curſe of the Law, 


: both ſooner and in a cheaper Manner than I ex- 


pected." I havelikewiſe diſcover'd an eaſy Method 


for clearing my Father's Eſtate, ſuch a one as will 
make both him and me eaſy. It was originally 
fourteen hundred Pounds a Year, but having now 
five Mortgages upon it, ſome of which, by the 


help of Continuation- Money, have born between 


ſix and ſeven per Cent. Intereſt, it has not brought 


in for theſe twelve Years paſt, above four hundred 
Pounds a Year; but, on my Father's aſſigning all 
in his Power to me, I am content to grant him a 
clear Income of five Hundred. In the mean 
Time I have procured-Lady Sophia's Truſtees to 
take all the Mortgages into their own Hands, 
:at five per Cent. Now as this Intereſt is to be 


paid over to me, I intend to apply 1 It, with what 


Savings I can (without Prejudice to my Repu- 


tation) make, to the Diſcharge of the Debt, 


which if 3 live, will be extinguiſhed in about 
ten or twelve Years. . * I not grown, Flori- 
6 on mond, 
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hall i. in 1 Time becöme 2 + Politician! and in Con- 
ſequence of: recovering my own Eſtate, pretend 
to ſet publick Affaifs right? Dep8#nd om it, how- 
ever, that this Crotchet will never ſeize me. I 
' ſhall always remain ſatisfied with the State of 
Life Jam in, and be content to pay my Taxes 
and wiſh well to my: Country, without' pretending 
to any Share in ruling it. If a Man has a narrow 
Fortune, which was once my Caſe, he has enough 
tò do to regulate his Expences, ſo as to live within 
Compals. And if Providence beſtows on him a 
larger, it brings along with it ſuch a Change in 
a Man's Way "of living, as may. bring him to 
are again, if he does not make a prudent Uſe of 
At preſent therefore, I am inclin*d to think 
thr few Men apply themſelves to the Study of | 
publick Affairs, without a View to their private 
Concerns ; and in this Light, a Man ſtudies Po- 
liticks as he does Law, that it may better both 
his Eſtate and his Reputation, which J am ſo far 
from condemning, that I think it a very laudable 
Endeavour, and uch an Inclination as I would 
cultivate in any of the Children Providence ſhould 
be pleas'd to give me. 
As the Weather begins to grow hbt, 04 I Hide 
now no Buſineſs which obliges me to continue in 
Town, T ſhall in a Week's Time, make a Step 
into the Country, where if nothing extraordinary 
happens, I ſhall very willingly paſs away four or 
- five Months. In that Space, Florimond, T am de- 
termin'd not to'be idle; I will viſit every foot of 
Land I have in the County, and converſe with 
each of my Tenants. If they have any Grievances, 
I will redreſs them. If they make any reaſonable 
Demands, Iwill comply with them, and if I can 


FP 2 either 
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either think or hear of any Thing for their Ad- 
vantage, I will do my utmoſt to procure it. I 
give you this not as my Character, but as the 
Character I ſincerely wiſh to have, or rather wiſh 
to deſerve. If therefore you either diſcern your- 
ſelf, or are informed by any Body elſe, that I 
digreſs from this Road, give me Notice of it, like 
a true Friend, that 1 may again get into the 
Track. We are here, Florimond, to do Good, and 
in doing this to others, we do it moſt effectuall 

to 8 A great Eſtate is a Depoſite left 
in our Hands by Providence, of which we are one 
Day to give a ſtrict Account. But when I talk 
to you of never being idle, I do not mean that 
I will never unbend or divert myſelf; quite the 
contrary, I propoſe to make ſome Alterations 
in that Article alſo, and when my Scheme ſhall 
be ſo perfect as to be worthy your Peruſal, which 
I preſume may be in a Day or two, it ſhall with- 
out Detay be tranſmitted for Approbation or A- 
mendment. By that Time, I reckon Phaon will 
be at your Houſe, to whom I would alſo have it 
ſhown; and when it has his Concurrence, it 
will be Time to think of putting it in Execution. 

Bleſs me, I have written a moſt voluminous Let- 
ter, as full of Egotiſms as the Speech of a con- 
ceited Member. It is well I write to a Friend, 
who with all the Judgment, has none of the 
Malice of a Critick, and who will pardon any 
Thing in one who has the Honour to be with 


great 25 ruth, his obliged, and obedient Friend and 
Servant, 


CELADON. 
LET- 
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LET T-E:M- 
PHAON FLORIMON PD. 


N my return from Cambridge, where inſtead 
of a few Hours, I made ſhift to ſtay a 
Week compleat; I found Eliza ſomewhat out 
of Order, which hindred me from paying my 
Reſpects to you in Perſon. I am glad to find, 
by the Account your Servant brought, that your 
Father is recovered, and begins to regain his 
Strength. I hope what I have to tell you, will 
rather forward the entire Reſtitution of his Health, 
than endanger a Relapſe. I was reſolved to be 
at the Bottom of this Buſineſs, which induced me 
to ſpend four whole Days with the young Couple, 
and at their Entreaty I remain'd a fifth; ſo that 
you may ſafely rely upon my Knowledge, as I 
am pretty confident you will not diſtruſt my Sin- 
cerity. Theſe are Matters which will not bear 
either trifling or varniſhing ; for where the well- 
being of a Parent and Son are at Stake, - Truth 
ought to be told plainly. - 
The Place where Leander's F ather- in-law lives, 
is far enough from being pleaſant. The Country 
is fenny, and his Parſonage-Houſe ſtands upon a 
Sort of Quagmire. From the firſt View of it, 
I conceived a reſpectful Idea of its Owner, there 
being all poſſible Signs of a frugal Care, in ren- 
dring the Place as neat and as convenient as ſuch. 
a Situation would allow. He is himſelf about 
Sixty, a grave, ſober Prieſt, of a very honourable 


F's Fa- 
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Family, though very poorly provided for, his 


Living being ſcarce worth fifty Pounds. His 
Wife is the Daughter of a Baronet, and brought 
him three Thouſand Pounds, on the Intereſt of 
which, and his ſmall Living, they make a ver 
pretty Figure. i He has a Son, who by a Fright 
while in his Nurſe's Arms, is mop'd, and a Daugh- 
ter, who is Leander's Wife. She is ad of 
Seventeen, and with a fine Perſon, has as much 
good Senſe and good Nature as any of her Sex. 
Leander firſt ſaw her at Chapel Prayers, the only 
Time her Father ever carried her to Cambridge. 
This was the Beginning of laſt Spring, and al- 
moſt every Afternoon from that Time, Leander 
walk'd eight Miles, to enjoy a Quarter of an Hour 


ol his Miſtreſs's Company. At length her Fa- 


ther thought proper to reſtrain her from ſeeing 
him, which threw him into Fits, and puzzled the 
whole Family. When he came a little to him- 
ſelf, he inſiſted on marrying Lucinda; to which 
her Parents agreed for no other Reaſon than be- 
cauſe both their, Lives were at Stake. In three 
Days after, his Tutor diſcovered it before they 


had Time to concert the proper Meaſures for 


breaking it to your Family. Lucinda's Mother tells 
me ſhe has prevail'd on her Brother to make a 
Journey from his o Houſe in Rent, to yours; 
and that he will be with you in two or three 
Days. Leander informs me, that they have all 
written reſpectfully to your Father and Mother, 
yourſelf and Emelia, which I take to be e : 
right. 
I cannot ſay, that all Things conſidered, he is 
well married, in the Phraſe of the World; but I 
will ſwear for him, that he is happily married, 
ſince he is diſpos'd to be a © bog Haufband, and 


I remain'd there. 
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ſne will certainly make him a good Wife. Neither 
do I apprehend that what is amiſs in this, /Franſ- 
action is beyond Remedy. On the contrary, I 
have a Scheme in my Head will ſet the whole 
Matter to rights, and make both Families happy. 
In this, I reckon on an Act of Kindneſs, from 
Celadon, which I am ſure you will think no chi- 
merical Foundation. I underſtand he will, in a 
tew Days, be at his Seat, otherwiſe I would have 
gone directly to London, that your Father might 
be as ſoon as poſſible out of Pain. Leander, and 
his Spouſe will be at my Houſe in two Days, when 
I intend to accompany them to yours, where 1 
hope we ſhall meet with a cheerful Welcome. 
Ihe little Knowledge I have had of the World, 
gave me ſuch a Diſlike to Leander's Conduct, that 
when I left Cambridge, to go to his Father-in-law's 
Houſe, I was reſolved to rate him ſoundly. But 
When I ſaw his Wife, and conſidered both their 
Ages, I found it impoſlible to be angry, and I 
believe not your Father only, but yourſelf, will 
find it impoſſible too. There is a Sweetneſs in 
ſorrowing Beauty, which is ſuperior to all the 
Eloquence of Words, and which, as ſoon as it is 
ſeen, effectually perſuades. All that I, could do, 
was to make a gentle Diſcourſe on the Folly of 
provoking Parents, which quickly drew Tears 
from them; and theſe ſtopt my Mouth, The old 
People, for they are both in Years, expreſs'd ſuch. 
a Deſire of making the young Couple happy, if 
poſſible, that I confeſs I was obliged to turn the 
Converſation ſpeedily, to avoid melting into Tears 
as well as they. For the ſame Reaſon, [ avoided 
entering: particularly on this Subject, all ne Time 


ih Oh ee 
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In all Things which regard Men, Reſpect muſt 
be had to their Conſtitutions, and in judging of 
Things, we muſt be attentive to Circumſtances. 
Leander, as I apprehend, has been always tender 
in his Health; and as this was the firſt and only 
Paſſion to which he was ever ſubject, it had ſuch 
a violent Effect upon him. that I am convinc'd, if 
you had not heard of his Marriage, you muſt 
have heard of his Death. The Marriage too, 
though it may not be altogether ſuch a one as you 
might approve, yet I am ſure it is far better than 
you believ'd it. As to Family and Virtue, Lucinda 
yields to no Lady in our Neighbourhood ; and as 
to Fortune, I have told you, that I have good 
Hopes of fixing that, Perhaps to your Satis- 
fachon. 8 

On the whole therefore, ſince the young Man is 
married, and ſince his Marriage is no Diſgrace to 
you, I hope what I have olfered in his Behalf 
will meet with a favourable Reception. Eliza 
is a Suiter alſo for his Pardon; and as to my Fa- 
ther in-Law, he ſays bluntly, he would give five 
thouſand Pounds to call the Girl his Daughter. 
Do noi leave me in ſuſpence, but let me know by 
the Servant who brings this, what Uſage we. ate 
to meet with, when we bring the Joſt Sheep home. 
I don't know whether I ſhould tell you, that he 

is more apprehenſive of his Siſter's Anger and 
yours, than of his Parents; and he aſſures me, 
that he has ſuch an Affection for you, that any 

continued Coldneſs would certainly break his Heart. 
It is with the higheſt Satisfaction I learn Celadon's 
Succeſs, and — J had a hand in it. He refers 
me to you, for a long Letter on that Subject. Pray 
et me have it return d by the Bearer. Our grave 
Friend's Marriage to Clarinda, is alſo News to 
| | me. 
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me. That you may not think I viſited Cambridge 
in vain, I have tranſlated the Italian Poem you re- 
commended to me, and will ſend it as ſoon as F 
have Time to look it over once more. My Pa- 

r puts me in-mind of telling you what is no 
Nes, That I am heartily your Friend, and ever 
ready to ſhow myſelf your humble Servant, 


PFREAO NN: 


— — — 


L ET TE 
SOPHIA w@ ELIZA. 


if I did not ſpeedily and fincerely return you 
my Thanks for the Aſſiſtance you lately gave me. 
It was Emelia indeed, who thought of applying 
to your Spouſe, but I am ſenſible that your In- 
| fluence was not wanting, When I ſay 1 am ſen- 
ſible, I mean that the Succeſs of Phaon's Nego- 
tiation convinces me of it; he could owe it to no- 
thing ſo much as your good Wiſhes. He was here 
Yeſterday to viſit my Spouſe, who was gone to 
my Uncle's. I took this Opportunity to pay him 
in Perſon, the Thanks that were due to him for 
the Pains he took to ſerve me, but I did not 
think that expreſſive enough of the juſt Senſe I 
have of the Kindneſs ſhewn by your Father in 
bearing him Company. 
Phaon was pleas'd to acquaint me with ſome- 
thing he call'd a Requeſt to Celadon, and which 


Field be extremely ungrateful, my dear Friend, 
y 
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I am confident will have the Weight of a Com- 
mand. The Church in view of our Houſe is in 
my Huſband's Gift, and is ſuppoſed to be ſome- 
what. better than two hundred and fifty Pounds a 
Year. Phaon propoſed, that it ſhould be given 
to the Father-in-Law of Leander; and if he inſiſts 
upon it, there is no doubt it will be done. But 
with the Help of our Chaplain, I think I have 
hit on a bitter Expedient. The Parith where 
Plorimond lives is ſomewhat ofa leſs Value than this, 
for which the preſent Incumbent would gladly 
change; and in that Caſe, the Father-in-Law of 
_ may alſo keep the Benefice he has, it be- 

eighteen Miles nearer him than ours; ſo that 
5 will have better than three hundred Pounds a 


Tear. His Daughter, will in this Caſe, have two 


thouſand Pounds down. I think this is the Sub- 
{tance of what he told me; and Celadon, who is 
juſt come in, ſays it ſhall be immediately comply'd 
with, our Pariſh Prieſt being in daily Expectation 
of better Preferment 1 in 7 orkſpire, of which he is 
a Native. 

I am entirely of your Spouſe's Mind, that there 
is no need of ſpeaking of this at our F riend's, till 
it is actually done; in which Caſe Leander will cer- 
tainly be well provided for, without being ſepara- 
ted from his Father, which was what "the old 
Gentleman chiefly fear'd. Your Hufband is ex- 
tremely lucky, in adjuſting Family Piſputes, nor 
do | apprehend any Expedient could have been 


thought of in this Caſe, equal to that which he has 


propoſed, which the more we conſider, the more 
Conveniencesit ſeems to have. Phaon has promis'd 
to go once more into Cambriageſnire, in order to 
adjuſt Matters with the old Man there; and as for 
the Buſineſs of the Exchange, our Chaplain will 


take 
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take upon him to ſettle it; 3 ſo at the ſame Time 
Leander brings his Father- in- law to make a Viſit 


to his Parents, he ſhall inform the Family that he 


is alſo Parſon of the Pariſh. Bleſs me, Eliza, 
what odd Events we ſee, and. how many little 
Contrivances are neceſſary to make Life paſs on 
agreeably | 

My Couſin Clarinda exchanged two or three 
Viſits with me, ſince her Marriage, and proves a 
much better Wife than I expected. While ſhe 
was ſingle, ſhe hada good deal of Pride, but ſhe 
has laid ir aſide entirely: A Citizen's Wife, ſhe 
lays, ſhould not on put Quality- Airs, let her Fa- 
mily or Fortune be what it will. Her Huſband's 
Condition ought to be the Rule of her Conduct, 
and the Mode of St. Fames's never ſuffer'd to 
violate the Decorum of Devonſbire-Sguare. I own 
to you, that I was almoſt ready to laugh, but 1 
turn'd grave again, when ſhe ſhow'd me her Plate 
and China. I think I do not exceed the Truth 
when I ſay, that a Dutcheſs might be well con- 
tent with it; nor could I help telling her, that 1 
thought her Humility did not appear ſtrongly on 
that Side. To which he anſwered, that there was 
nothing of her buying, but that they all belong'd 
to her Huſband, or to herſelf, before Marriage. 
Hippolytus is immeaſurably fond, and I think Cla- 
rinda has a proper Senſe to know it; but you will 
judge better when you ſee her here. 

Celadon propoſes to pay you a Viſit next Week; 
and in the mean Time talks of a very long Let- 
ter he is to write to Florimond to-morrow. 1 can- 
not conceive what it is to contain, ſince I am con- 
fident he will not ſpeak of the Proviſion made for 
Leander. You will not be long in the dark, be- 
cauſe he ſays it will be preſently ſent to Phaon. 


. 
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I will not deny my having a little Curioſity on 
this Occaſion, and ſhall own myſelf oblig'd to 
you for letting me into the Secret, when it ceaſes 
to be ſuch to you, becauſe I would have the Sa- 
tisfaction of mortifying Celadon a little, when he 
pretends to reveal it. You fee I treat you with 
the Freedom of a Friend at preſent ; be aſſured 
I ſhall ever remain ſo, and that no body is more 
your humble Servant than 


SO PHIA. 


LETTER XIII. 
FLORIMON D PHAON. 


NH E 4thenians, I think, were particularly 

careful in rewarding thoſe who brought 
them good News, and in ſetting up Statues in 
Honour of their Benefactors. Were we Atheni- 
ans, Phaon, you ſhould not want a Reward, or a 
Statue; nay I verily think every Citizen in our 
little Republic would willingly beſtow on you both. 
My Father is continually crying, Florimond, read 
me your Friend's Letter once again. My Mother 
is out of her Wits at the Thoughts of being able 
to ſee her Son again, without lying under the 
Neceſſity of Reprimanding. As for Emelia, hers 
is adumb Joy, only a Drop or two gets through her 
Eyes, to witneſs, that it is ſincere. For myſelf I 
rejoice that Leander is fo happy, and that having 
married his Siſter, I have no Cauſe to envy cg 

| ; 
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It is really pleaſant to hear our ſeveral Com- 
mentaries upon your Epiſtle. I am glad, ſays his 
Father, that Leander was not ſtruck with a Beaut 
without Senſe. I am ſatisfied, ſays his Mother, 
ſince my Daughter is a Woman of Family, tho? 
ſhe has not a Groat; and when Sir Edward comes, 
he ſhall ſee what a Reſpect I have for his Alliance. 
Emelia is impatient to ſee ſo agreeable a Com- 
panion, and your humble Servant would be glad to 
compare your Picture with the Original. Upon 
the Whole, there never was ſo diverting a Change 
wrought in a Family. It is but t'other Day, that 

we were all drown'd in Sadneſs and Sorrow, and 
now we are full of Ioy and Gladneſs, and which 
is whimſical enough, from the ſame Cauſe. 

To deal ingenuoufly with you, Phascn, I diſcern 
a good deal of Art in your Letter ; andif it came 


from any body but you, ſhould be very ſuſpicious _ | 


of the Facts; as it is, I ſuſpect that your Compaſ- 
fion for my Father, induc'd you to give all 
Things a handſome Likeneſs at leaſt, and I ſhall be 
very well ſatisfy'd if I can reduce your Epiſtle to 
this Mode of Writing. You do indeed bid fair 
for our Belief, in offering to bring Leander and 
his Spouſe ; keep your Word my Friend, and let 
us ſee them as ſoon as you can; but be ſure it be 
the Spouſe that you ſaw, and don't let her Beauty 
be the worle for Want of Crying; a few Tears 
of Joy methinks would do very well, and therefore 
I hope we ſhall ſee her to the utmoſt Advantage. 
Of all the agreeable Pictures you drew to di- 
vert our Melancholly, I like beſt the Strokes which 
reſpect the Parſon's Houſe; Neatneſs and Elegance 
in the Fens, has ſomething ſo ſurprizing in the 
very Sound, that, to tell you the Truth, I took 
it for a Flight of. your Imagination, in or- 
, "3.28 - dar 
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der to adorn the good Man's Character of whoni 
you were ſpeaking; but upon mentioning this 
Circumſtance to a Neighbour of ours, he-told me 
it was ſtrictly true; that he was well acquainted 
with the Parſon's Dwelling, tho' not with himſelf, 
and that his Houſe and Gardens were look'd up- 
on as the greateſt Curioſity in that Part of the 
Country; that he had contriv'd a fort of Water 
: Wilderneſs of Dwarf Willows, with Cockle-ſhell 
Walks, which kept the reſt of the Ground dry, 
and that behind it, he had one of the fineſt Api- 
aries in this Ifland, which ſerv'd to furniſh at 
once Amuſement and Profit. You are always 
lucky, Phaon, for this is a Cireumſtance which re- 
flects Credit on all the reſt, but moſt I think up- 
on your judgment. Such Improvements in ſuch 


a Country, might well prejudice you in Favour of 


their Author, and I do not wonder, that you were 
apprehenſive of giving ſuch a Man Pain. When 
I come to know him intimately, I foreſee that I 
| ſhall have a great deal of Pleaſure, for tho? of all 
Things I love the Country, yet Country Affairs 
are of all others thoſe I am leaſt verſed in, which 
has frighted me from attempting, in the Place 
where I am, any Improvements. Under ſuch a 
Maſter, I flatter myſelf I ſhall quickly acquire a 
good Taſte; and then, for ought J can perceive, I 
ſhall be as happy as it is fit for a Man to be, 
and not altogether ſo uſeleſs as I am at preſent.” 
Be pleaſed to tell Eliza, that I frequently amuſe 
myſelf as ſhe does, with recollecting paſt Occur- 
rences, and feel a double Satisfaction in preſent 
Bleſſings, from the Remembrance of paſt Incon- 
veniencies. The Adventures of Clarinda do not 
- amaze me, for the Conduct of Women of great 
Rank and large Fortune, is generally fo irregu- 
uw | | lar 3 
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lar, that nothing but their acting uniformly 


ought to ſurprize dus, hich not being Clarindg's 
Caſe, I cannot allow any Thing in it ſtrange. I 
wiſh my Friend doubly happy, firſt as a Man, and 
next as a Friend, to whom I have had great Ob- 


ligations. It is true, that there is ſome what odd 
in his Temper; but amongſt other Singularities 
which expole him to Cenſure, there is one which 


certainly deſerves Praiſe; he is ſingularly honeſt. As 
a Trader, he has as mock Honour as a Grandee 


of Spain; and as great a Contempt for Profit, 
when put in the Ballance with Honeſty, as any of 
the ancient Philoſophers. In what he uſed to 
ſay to us of Love, he ſpoke like a Novice who 
had never felt it: in what he ſpeaks now he 
ſpeaks from Experience, but the Stile is the ſame, 
always vehement,” always ſincere. If Clarinda is 


wiſe ſhe muſt be happy; her Huſpand is a Man 
of many Virtues, with a few Foibles, which will 
appear only Exceſſes of Virtues when thoroughly 


underſtood. For Example, his own rigid Integrity 


makes him diſlike many Things which Cuſtom 
hath rendred tolerable to 9 he won't go 


to a ſmutty Comedy, nor does he greatly care 
for Maſquerades; he thinks Quadrille too expen- 


ſive, not of Money but of Time; he ſeems to 
be a ſevere Maſter, but withal he is a very kind 
one, and J am acquainted with no leſs than three, 


who were bred in his Compting-Houſe, that now 


make a Figure in Trade. There is an Exactneſs 
in his Family which does not pleaſe at firſt Sight; 

but by Degrees one is eaſily reconcil'd to it, and 
then it appears to be not only very convenient, 


but the neceſſary Conſequence of that Variety of 


Buſineſs which he tranſacts It muſt indeed ſeem 


ſtrange, that ſuch a Man as this ſhould be paſſio- 
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nately in Love; but we all know, that this Paſſion 
acts unaccountably in every Man, and why not 
in him? You ſee he has ended his Affair ho- 
nourably, and generouſly, has carried his Miſtreſs 
like a Man of Gallantry ; but his Settlement up- 
on his Wife is like a Merchant's. As to the Dif- 
ference of Age, I do not ſee ſo much in it as 

the World talks of; in fifteen Years Clarinda will 
be towards forty, and her Huſband above ſixty ; 
no Body will think them ill matched then, and 
how ſhould there be ſuch an unreaſonable Diffe- 
rence at preſent? I hear a mighty Buſtle in our 
Houſe, which makes me fancy our new Relation 
Sir Edward is come; my Mother informs me it 
is juſt ſo. I muſt go into the Parlour and pay 
my Reſpects to him, that is, to avoid being a 
little uncivil to him, I muſt be abrupt with you, 
which I know will be eaſily pardon'd in, 


Your fincere Friend, 
and obedient humble Servant, 


FLORIMOND. 


„* 


LETTER XIV. 
CELADPONοFLORIMON !. 


1 WAS in great Hopes that I ſhould have per- 
fectly adjuſted the little Scheme I have to 

offer you before I left the Town, and I thought to 
have been at your Houſe in a Week at leaſt, after 
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I reached my own; but ſuch is the Inſtability of 
all human Contrivances, that my Project is not 
yet ready, nor have I been able to ſee you, tho? 
have been here three Weeks; to afſigit you 
the Cauſes very minutely would take up more 
Room than they deferve. The Story of the Re- 
mora, which is ſaid to be no bigger than a Her- 
ring, and 1s yet capable of ſtopping the largeft 
Veſſel, was contriv'd only to ſuggeſt, that the 
verieſt Trifles ſuffice to occaſion us Diſappoints 
ments. 

The Affair of Leander's Father-in-law* is en- 
tirely ſettled ; I ſaw him when I was at Cambridge, 
and almoſt repented of having promoted his Ex- 
change of this Pariſh for yours. I find, however, 
that he does not much incline to reſide conſtant- 
ly at either, through an extraordinary (if I may 
ſo call a natural Affection) for his own little 
Dwelling. We have hitherto been miſtaken abour 
it, in ſuppoling that it was the Parſonage Houle ; 
that is, it ſeems, at the other End of the Village, 
and let at the full Sum of Seven Pounds a Year. 
The Piece of Land, or rather Bog, on which the 
Doctor's Houle inc lay waſte ; he purchaſed it 
from the Lord of the Manor, for twenty five 
Pounds. The firit Thing he did was to dig a 
very large Pond, which one way or other coſt him 
two hundred Pounds, and while digging expoſed 
him a little to the Contempt of his Neighbours, 

This Pond ſerv'd to drain the Marſh, and left 
the upper Part of it very dry: there the Doctor 
built his Houſe; it conſiſts of a Hall, and three 
goodParlours belowStairs, fourhandſomeChambers 
above, and as convenient Offices and Out-houſes 
as a Man can wiſh. His Gardens are quite in a 
Dutch Taſte, and the Improvements he has made 
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on all forts of Trees, delighting in a watry Soil, 
would require a Treatife to deſcribe them. His 
Bees are worth to him as much as his Living, for 
with all the Beneficence of a Man of Quality, he 
has all the Contrivance of a Projector. One can- 
not wonder that he is ſo fond of a Place about 
which he has taken ſo much Pains, and rendered 
ſo very agreeable. There is therefore no Ground for 
preſſing him to leave it; and as he inclines to live 
wich you in the Winter Months, I cannot but 
think you have Cauſe to be ſatisfied. I have 
Reaſon to hope he will ſhortly have a Prebend in a 
neighbouring Cathedral, which would be very 

agreeable to him in all Reſpects ; you may de- 
pend on my utmoſt Aſſiduity in this Matter, and 
be aſſur'd, that having mention'd it to you, I 
will not reſt till it is accompliſhed. 

I have ſomething in View for Leander; he may 
live, I think, very well in your Parſonage- Houſe. 
Your Father, if I remember right what Phaon 
ſaid, intends to put him in Poſſeſſion of an 
Eſtate of two hundred Pounds a Year; I own to 
you I think he is too young to manageit. There 
is an Attorney in your Neighbourhood whom J 
have recommended lately to a very conſiderable 
Employment, tho' I ſcarce knew him, upon ex- 
preſs Condition, that he makes Leander a Preſent 
of five hundred Guineas, which, well -manag'd, 
will furniſh his Houſe, and keep it too for a couple 
of Years; he will then be older, and we will ſee 
what can be done. You will pardon, Florimond, 
the Freedom with which I meddle in your Fa- 
mily Affairs; it is the only Way in which I can 
give you any real Proofs of my Eſteem ; and con- 
ſequently, in which I can do myſelf a ſenſible, 
Pleaſure. It is on Account of you, and of Eme- 

| | lia, 


The RATIONAL AMUSEMENT. 227 
ba, that hitherto I have taken a little Pains for 
Leander ; as he grows older, I am perſuaded he will 
owe my Friendfhip to his own Merit. There 
cannot be, in my Judgment, a better Action than 
to reſtore the Fortune of a young Man; and if 
this had not been my Opinion, I ſhould certainly 
have taken it up in Emulation of Phaon, ' whoſe 
Virtue and good Senſe raiſes him more, in my 
Judgment, than Title or Eſtate poſſibly could do. | 
Theſe are Bleſſings which any Man may owe to 
Providence, but thoſe are Goods ineſtimable, and 
are, at the ſame Time, entirely of his own ac- 
quiring. 
I find the Country more pleaſant than ever, and 
vet I lead ſomewhat a different Sort. of Life here, 
from what I was wont to do. At preſent I am 
employed in ſettling my Affairs in this Part of the 
World: by the End of this Week, however, I 
hope to have got through Buſineſs, and to have 
Leiſure to refreſh myſelt with my Friends. Is 
there not ſomething noble in that Expreſſion, Flori- 
mond? To what End do we live, if we are 
thoughtful only for ourſelves? The State of a 
ſolitary Perſon is, in the Judgment of Mankind, 
equal to capital Puniſhment, or is at leaſt the next 
Puniſhment to 'it. Our Sailors, I think, call it . 
Martoning, They ſet a Man on Shore, with a "RY 
Brace of Muſkets, and a Quantity of Ammuni- 
tion, with which he is to provide for himſelf, 
Juſt ſo, the ſelf intereſted Man acts in this World; 
he cares for nothing but his Arms and Ammu⸗ 
nition; in this only he is unlike the maroon'd Sailor, 
that he diſcharges not on wild Beaſts, but on his 
own Kind. Friendſhip ſeems to me to be the 
greateſt and moſt rational Bleſſing we enjoy. In 
common Converſation, we peak with ſo many 
. Re- 
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Reſtrictions, our Compliments have ſo littſe 


meaning, and our Subjects are fo very trivial, that 
to a Man of ſound Senſe, they are abſolutely irk- 
ſome, inſtead of being entertaining. But with 
Friends, we do not ſo properly ſpeak, as think 
aloud; we are at no Pains to diſguiſe our Sen- 
timents, and that Plainneſs which would offend in 


another, is particularly pleaſing in a Friend. A 


State of Friendſhip 1s a State of Innocence ; and 
I am perſuaded that a Man who has-many Friends, 
may be ſaid to have entrenched himſelf againſt 


Vice. He will be afraid of doing ill Things, 


leſt he ſhould diſoblige them. Theſe are my 
Notions, and I know they are yours. They are, 
the Notions too of Phaon, of Hippolytus, and ſome 
others I could name; but they are wide enough 
from the common Notions of Mankind. Come 
then, Fiorimond, come in the Spirit of Friendſhip, 
to a Houſe where it ſhall ever reign. Let us en- 
Joy ourſelves for two or three Weeks, as if we 
were Greek or Romans. I admire Solon, I ad- 


mire Cicero, but I cannot conceive why Engliſhmen 
ſhould not imitate them. Sir Jhemas More was 


not a worſe Law-giver than the former; and if 
Tullywere living, and wrote in Engliſh, he would 
perhaps think it a Compliment, if we plac'd him 


next to Bacon. Our Wits-approach theirs ; let it 


be our Care therefore, to try if we may not rival 
them as Friends. Sure I am, that the Warmth of 


that heroic Spirit ſhall never cool in my Boſom, 
until it be extinguiſhed with the vital Flame. 


Adieu. I am 
Yours ſincerely, 


7 PDON 
LE T- 
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LY 


LETTER ET 
LEANDER w CELADON. 


S it is our Duty, of two Evils, to chuſe the 
leaſt, I am guilty of Preſumption in writ- 
ing, that my Silence may not pals tor Ingratitudę. 
. 1 find myſelf ſo happy, that I have nothing to 
wiſh, and I-endeavour to exprels the juſt Senſe I 
have of my Friends Kindneſs, that I may have no- 
thing to fear. I was ſo diſtrefs'd when Phaon took 
me under his Protection, that, like a Seaman, with- 
out Hopes, I durſt hardly look round me, ſo 
much of Horror did I find in the Proſpect. To 
him, I owe not the Recovery of my Spirits, but 
the Uſe of them; I had gain'd a kind of ſmattering 
in Books at the Univer! ſity, but Phaen preſented 
me the Horn Book, as to Things. I am ſenſible that 
J am ſtill a Novice in them, with juſt as much Senſe 
as tells me how much 1 ftand indebted to thoſe 
who deliver'd me from being quite a Fool. My 
Marriage was the Work of am unreaſonable Love; 
and if I had not been reſcued from my own extra- 
vagant Notions, I had undone the meſt innocent 
Creature in the World, while I intended to make 
her happy. I am now, ir, putting away thoſe» 
childiſh Thoughts, and, under the Tuition of 
Phaon, am ſtudying the firſt Chapter of the Uſe 
of Life,. ſo much the more ſucceſsfully, ſince out 
of a mere Beneficence of Temper, you have 
beſtowed on me the Means. . 
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My Father-in-law is ſo well provided for, that 
he thinks himſelf too rich ; and though my Fa- 
ther, and indeed all our Family, not excepting my 
Mother, preſs'd him to abide by the Propoſition 
you had made, yet he would needs give me three 
thouſand Pounds with his Daughter, reſerving for 
the Maintenance of his unhappy Son, his little 
Houſe, and the Land belonging to it, which it is 
ſuppoſed would let for about forty Pounds a Year. 
This Money, which makes my Wite's Portion, my 
Fathen is to have, and it will effectually. rectify 
whatever was amiſs in his Affairs, and by giving 
him Peace, add I hope to the. Number of his 
Years. Emelig is fo well pleaſed with her Siſter, 
that my Brother and I am in danger of being 
unmarried. The Ladies refide at his Houſe, 

while he and J are in one Room at my Father's. 
We ſpend however the greateſt Part of the Pay 
all together, and the furniſhing my Houſe is in 
ſuch F orwardnels, that we hope to be there in leſs 

than a Month's Time. Thus, Sir, in barely tell- 
ing you my Story, I make you the higheſt Com 
pliment, ſince, had it not been for you, I had 
not either had Houſe nor F urniture, except perhaps 

in a Dream. I come into the World your Crea- 
ture, and | deſire no greater Honour than to live 
in it your Servant. 

I am fo little us'd to writing, that J forgot till 
this Moment the only hing Which could juſtify 
my troubling you. The Attorney in our Neigh- 

= bourhood made me a Viſit Yeſterday, and acquit- 
ed himielf of his Promiſe to you like a Man of 
Honour. I would have given him an Acknowledg- 
ment under my Hand, "but he refuſed any other 
Diſcharge than this, of acquainting you how 
punctual ] he Was, | by rand I muſt imform you 


. alſo 


The RaTionar AMUSEMENT. 231 


alſo of a very extraordinary Piece of Civility 
which I received from the Clergyman who is now 
your Rector. When he quitted the Houſe in 
which I am to live, he left a fine Sett of the 
Claſſicks, cum notis variorum, in his Study, with 
a Letter to me, ſignifying, that they would ſerve 
to employ me, till I furnmiſh*d the reſt of the 
Shelves my ſelf. I proteſt I begin to doubt 

whether all I have read of the Wickedneſs and 
Baſeneſs of Mankind be not downright Calumny, 
{ince, on my firſt Acquaintance with them, I have 
met with ſuch fair and candid Treatment. When 
my Father-in-law comes next to ſee us, which will 
be very ſhortly, he intends, Sir, to wait upon you, 
and will make you what I believe will be no un- 
welcome Preſent. It is a little Treatiſe of his 
own, written on the Plan of Xenophon's CEcono- 
micks., He calls it a Syſtem of Rural Science, and 
ſo indeed it is; for as there is no Part of a Coun- 
try Life in which he is not well verſed, ſo all 
the Effects of his Experience are drawn into the 
Compaſs of a Pocket Volume. I told him how 
much you were inclined to ſtudy Country Affairs, 
and this put him upon tranſcribing his Vademecum, 
for your Service. Phaon, who is ; allow'd to have 
a good Taſte in theſe Things, read over the Ori- 
ginal with great Satisfaction; and it is from his 
Character of the Book, that I have ventured to 
think it not unworthy your Peruſal. Florimand 
will bear us Company when we come, but it will 
be only for a Night, that our Gratitude may not 
be troubleſome. My Father earneſtly deſires that 
I would pay his Thanks with my own. You 
know his Temper too well to doubt of his Sincerity 
or of his Zeal: but I dare, fay Sir, you will hardly 
believe, that notwithſtanding his late Illneſs, he 
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was in ſuch Spirits laſt Night, that he enter- 
tained us with ſeveral Tunes upon the Lute, an 
old faſhion'd Inſtrument, on which he is ſaid to 
play with great Judgment. My Wife ſung an 
Air compos d by Phaon, on Eliza's Birth-day; 


and it is impoſſible for me to tell you how much 
of Harmony there was in our Minds, as well as 


our Muſick. Indeed I ſhould not have ſet down 


ſuch a Trifle, but that Florimond who defires it, 
ſtands at my Elbow, and aſſures me, that this will 


be read with as much Pleaſure as it is written. 


As I act on this Occaſion as Secretary to the 


whole Family, I am directed likewiſe to preſent 


the Reſpects, I dare not call them Compliments, 
of Emelia, to yourſelf and Lady Sophia. She con- 
ceives herſelf indebted to that Lady for a Cargo 


ſhe lately received from the Indies. I mean a Pre- 


ſent of Tea and China from Clarinda, which has 
ſtunn'd all our Neighbourhood. Our Houle was 
like a Fair for two or three Days after the Acqui- 


ſition of this Benefit. The Gift was too grand to 
be concealed ; there were two Jarrs of ſuch an e- 


. 


normous Size, that our Chambermaids ſtand at a 


Diſtance with their Brooms, and are afraid to 
come near them. If I was to tell you all the ſtrange 


Things that were ſaid in our Houſe on this Occa- 
ſion, it would require a ſmall Treatiſe; the Sum 


Total, however, may be compriz'd in a ſhort Sen- 


' Leen bred to it. 1 * to conſider with my ſelf, 


tence, viz. That Clarinda was as generous as a 
Princeſs, and her Huſband at leaſt as rich as the 


great Mogul. I do not wonder at theſe odd Con- 


ceptions, ſince to tell you the Truth, this Accident 
had ſome Effect upon me; that is to ſay, it gave 
me high Opinion of the Conſequence of Trade, 
accompanied with ſome Regret, that I had nor 


how 
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| how many Queſtions might be aſked me about 


this little Cargo, which would not fail to Non- 
plus all my Univerſity Learning. For Inſtance, 
the Material and Manufacture of China, the Na- 
ture and different Kinds of Teas, their Value in 
the Place where they grow, and their real Virtues; 
how, and when the Uſe of them was introduc'd in 


Europe, and what Quantities, it may be preſum'd 


are brought hither yearly from the Indies? Queſ- 
tions which might be aſk'd with the ſame Readi- 
| neſs that it wou'd have colt me Pains and Trouble 
to anſwer them. 
It would certainly become me to cloſe this E- 
piſtle with an Apology for writing it, but I chuſe 
rather to rely on the Excuſe already made for the 
Liberty I have taken, and to truſt to your Good- 
Nature as to the Matter it contains. All our Fa- 
mily, as they are equally oblig'd ſo they are e- 
qually grateful to you and to Lady Sophia, for 
your Favours and hers; and therefore, in their 
Names as well as my own, I venture with the ut- 
moſt Reſpect, to ſubſcribe myſelf, 


The Humbleſt, 
And moſt Devoted, 


Of your Servants, 


LEANDER. 
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. N HERE are few Things, my good 
"ED Friend, pleaſing to you, which at the 

T *** fame time do not alſo ſuit with my In- 
dälinations. The Project however which 
you mentioned the other Day to Flo- 
rimond and myſelf, gives me more than ordinary De- 
light. That we are all Lovers of Poetry is true, 
and that cur Obſervations on that pleaſing Sub- 
ject would be equally entertaining and inſtructive, 
is, I think, without Vanity highly probable. Do 
ou therefore reſolve to execute that Part of the 
Scheme which you have taken upon yourſelf, I 
mean 
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mean Remarks on the Claſſick Writers, and on 
the Attempts which have been made to put them 

into Engliſo, and you will find none of us back- 
ward in executing what is within the Compaſs of 
our Capacities.z but as Method 1s uſeful in all 
| Things, ſo I apprehend it will not be amiſs to 
give ſome Gueſs, before we begin, at what every 
Man may be like to perform: let us then, as at 
Proceſſions, introduce the youngeſt firſt, and con- 
clude with the eldeſt. 

Leander, I find, hath addicted himſelf to the 
Study of the antient Poets in theſe Northern 
Parts. I diſcover'd this when I went to viſit him 
in the Fens; he had Elſtob's Saxon Grammar on 
his Table, which induc'd me to enquire what 
Uſe he could poſſibly make of that Language. To 
which I remember he anſwer'd ſmartly, He could 


put it to the ſame Uſe that the greateſs Part of 


Learning was put to, viz. amuſing himſelf ; for, 
continued he, 1 find that our Fore-fathers wrote in 
this Language what would look extremely well in 
ours. As a Proof of this he ſhow'd me a Page 
or two of Robert of Glouceſter, an old rhiming 

Engliſh Hiſtorian, rend'red into modern Verſe. I 
2 do him the Juſtice to ſay, I peruſed it with 
a great deal of Pleaſure; and the Diſcourſe 1 
afterwards had with him convinced me, that nei- 
ther our Saxon Anceſtors, their immediate Deſcen- 


dants, or any of their Neighbours, were ſo rude + 


and illiterate as we are taught to believe them. It 
may therefore I think be expected from Leander, 
that he ſhould illuſtrate this dark Subject, and try 
what he can ſay worth hearing of the Engliſb Poets 
before 7effery Chaucer, who is commonly eſteem'd 
the Father of our Poets. | 


Florimond, 


. 


i 
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Florimond, of all my Acquaintance, is the beſt 


read in Engliſh Poetry of all kinds; and I think 1 


may ſafely add, that he ſtudies it critically. If I 
therefore might preſume to direct his Enquiries, 
it ſhould be to rake up the Thread where Lean- 
der lets it drop, and continue the Story of our 
Engliſh Muſes from Chaucer down to Dryden. I 
would not by any Means be thought to preſcribe 
him the tedious Labour of reciting the Names and 
Characters of ſo many Poets; all I propoſe is, a 

free Epiſtolary Diſſertation on the Progeſs of 
Poetry during that Space of Time. Different 
Men have different Ideas, of Things; and by 
comparing theſe different Ideas, Truth is beſt 
diſcover'd. I know many People, who tho? 
great Lovers of Engliſþ Poetry, care for nothing 
higher than Waller, and contemn many of the 
Poets who were his early Contemporaries. I con- 
feſs I am nat of their Opinion, and I know that 
Hlorimond is of my Sentiment, yet I ſhould be 
glad to read what he can offer in Defence of it; 
becauſe I am conſcious that my own Notion is 


rather founded in Temper than in Reaſon. I 


am naturally fond of ſuch Poets as diſcover a 
ſtrong Fancy; and therefore admire Sidney, 
Spencer, and Drayzov, more than many of the 
Moderns. Florimond is not only pleaſed with 
our ancient Poets, but alſo imitates them very 
happily ; that is to ſay, he preſerves their Spirit 

and manner of Writing, without falling into 
their D-fe&s, particularly falſe Rhymes, and 
harſh Numbers; I mention this, that out of 
many he has by him, he may be prevailed upon 
zo tranſcribe ' a few. For ſince we all agree in 
this, that except the Engliſh Homer, the Preſent 
Age is but barren in Poets, I could be content 


that 
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that every Man who has any Vein ſhould cultivate 
it. Rhimers indeed we have many, who when 
they have made Proſe jingle, will needs fanc 
they have been writing Verſe. This I the more 
wonder at, becauſe we certainly do not want Cri- 
ticks fol, one who writes, there are ten under- 
ſtand Poetry tolerably well; nor is there any 
Thing more odd than to hear a Man judicioufly 
remark the Defects in another Perſon's Poem, and 
afterwards recite a worſe of his own; which yet 
is many a Critick's Caſe, But I anticipate Flori- 
mond's Remarks on this. Subject, who is infinite- 
ly better acquainted with it, and can write with 
more Temper than I, perhaps becauſe he is leſs 
afraid of the Criticks, for it is a juſt Conſequence, 


that in proportion as we apprehend we abhor, as 
Dryden finely ſays, 


Our Author. fears theſe Criticks as his Fate, 
Ang thoſe he fears, by Conſequence muſt hate. 


I will next contribute all that lies in my Power 
to the Entertainment of my Friends, by running 
through the Obſervations I have made in read- 
ing the French and Tralien Poets. With the firſt I 
was familiar when very young: the Perſon 
chiefly truſted by my Father in the Management 
of his Affairs was a French Gentleman, a Native 
of Lyons; his Father had been ruined by meddling 
with the Revenue, and not being able to bear 
his Misfortunes broke his Heart. The Son was 
a Man of good Senſe, and had receiv'd an ex- 
cellent Education, while his Father, liv'd in 
the Sun-ſhine of Fortune, He taught me the 
French Language, and made me acquainted with 
their beſt Authors, pointing out and explaining 


their 
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their Beauties, by telling me the Cuſtoms of the 
People, or informing me of the ſecret Hiſtories to 
which they related, and without knowing which, 
their Senſe was but halt underſtood. By Degrees 
he brought me to read not only readily, but with 
Satisfaction, their old Authors, particularly their 
Poets, which in his Opinion were preferable to 
the Moderns. Having once a Reliſh of. this ſort 
of Reading, I always preſerv'd it, and took Care 
to keep a good Collection of theſe Foreign Bards, 
without neglecting or deſpiſing our own, When 


once the Expediency of ſending me into [aly 


had been talked on, I took Care'to make myſelf 
acquainted with that Tongue; and as my Genius 
led me to Poetry, I of Conſequence endeavour'd 


to underſtand Verſe as ſoon as I knew a little of 


Proſe; but I muſt own to you, that I found this 


Matter very difficult; and ſure if I was to value 


Things by the Pains they coſt, I ought really to 


eſteem the little I know of the ITalian Poets, 


fince I purchaſed it at ſo dear a Rate, I muſt 


farther add, that if J had never gone to Leghorn ' 


my Application would have been to very little 
Purpoſe. The Converſation of the Ttahans, I 


mean of ſuch as were Lovers of the Poets, brought 


me to underſtand and like them much better than 
I had conceiv'd it poſſible for me to do; yet I 
muſt own to you frankly, that I believe our Poe- 
try in England is in a manner deſcended from the 
Lalian, which was the Language of the Court in 
the Reign of Queen Eliz4beth, and the favourite 
Language of the three greateſt Wits our Ifland- 


ever produc'd, Sir Philip Sidney, Edmund Spencer, 


and John Milton, not to mention ſome Poets 
earlier than they, who form'd themſelves on the 
Halian Plan, ſuch as the ingenious Earl of Surry, 

1 Sir 


* 
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Sir Thomas Wyatt, &c. But 1 digreſs from my 
preſent Deſign, my Buſineſs is to promiſe, and ſo 
eager am I, that I fall to performing; you will 
gueſs however by what I have been ſaying, how 
far I may be of Uſe in the Conduct of that ex- 
cellent Scheme which you have laid down; if 
you will furniſh me with any Directions, I ſhall 
conſider it as a new Obligation, and purſue them 
with equal Punctuality and Pleaſure ; z and if not, 
your wb have the more Reaſon to excuſe my 
aults 


Here think your own Part will properly come 


in, I mean the Hiſtory of the Improvement of 
Engliſh Poetry, from the Study and Tranſlations 


of the Claſſicks. This I know has been your fa- 
vourite Topick, or if I may be allowed the Ex- 
preſſion, that Valley near Parnaſſus in which you 
have ſpent moſt Time. I never dealt much in 
Compliments, and therefore you may. believe me 
when I ſay, that no Man of my Acquaintance is 


better ſkilled in theſe Things than yourſelf; be ſo 
good therefore as to lay aſide all Diffidence, with 


which I have ſometimes known you troubled, and 
tell us your Sentiments freely: we are all your 
Friends, and this is no State Affair; therefore I 
cannot ſee any juſtifiable Reaſon for Reſerve, 
otherwiſe I would not preſs you to be open. There 
is another Thing, fince we are upon this Subject, 
I muſt put you in Mind of; and that is, the 
Modern Latin Poets, with whom I know you 


have been extreamly familiar; they are, I con- 


feſs, a ſort of Folks with whom I have converſed 


leſs than I ought, and as I have now no Time to 
loſe, I ſhould be glad to know, if ever I come 


amongſt them, where to pay my Addreſſes. 


This I have Reaſon to * is the Caſe of 


much 
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much wiſer Men than I; and therefore I appre- 
hend ſuch a Diſſertation as I ſpeak of, might be 


extreamly uſeful, and at the ſame Time very en- 
tertaining, as Characteriſtick Writings generally 


are. The French Gentleman I mention'd to you, 


who was my Preceptor in this Science, fell into a 
ſingular Error on this Subject; that is, he enter- 
tain d fo high an Opinion of the Claſſicks, that 
except two Scots Poets, Buchanan and Fohnſton, who 
both tranſlated the Pſalms, he would not allow 
there was a modern Poet who wrote in Latin worth 
reading. It is an eaſy Matter to give any Senti- 
ments to young People; and I confeſs that what 
I have heard him ſay on this Subject had too much 
Weight with me, for it not only. drew me into 
his Opinion, but engag'd me alſo to become a 
zealous Defender of it; till by converſing with you 
I began to ſee that I was in the wrong, and if you 
can but be perſuaded to uſe your Talents, and 
your reading with Freedom, in this Cauſe, I doubt 
not that you will convince others ; which I men- 
tion the rather, becauſe I am ſenſible ſome of our 
Friends want Light in this Reſpect. Do not ſup- 
pole that I am weak enough to imagine I can give 
you any Inſtructions, all I pretend t to is, to offer 
a few Hints, and to enter a Caveat againſt your 
ſhewing too much Modeſty, where your Friends 
expect a Diſplay of your Wit and Knowledge in 
Books. I proceed now to the laſt Member of our 
Society, the venerable 7 beodorus, the Father-in-law 
of Leander, who has ſtudied Poetry longer, and 
is at leaſt as well acquainted with it as any of us. 
The Conveniency of a Country Retirement, 
the Nature of his Employments therein, join'd to 
1d 0 err Affection for the Muſes, have 
con- 


= 
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contributed to make this admirable old Man as 
agreeable in this Light, as he is in every other. 
He has chiefly ſtudied the Greek Poets; and to 

him I owe the Knowledge of what perhaps had 

otherwiſe eſcap'd me, during Life. I mean the 

ſacred Anacreonticks written by one of the Greek 

Fathers, and not at all inferior in Spirit or in 

Sweetnels to thoſe charming Poems which pals 

under the Name of the heathen Anacreon. The two 

tavourite Authors of our Friend Theodorus, are He- 

fied and Pindar, both which he has ſtudied with un- 

wearied Conſtancy. He has alſo an excellent Taſte 

in Engliſo Poetry, and is fo great a Votary to 

Milton, that he thinks him injur'd in ſome of 

his ſuppoſed Alluſions to Homer. The Critics, 

ſays he, compliment the Poet's Learning, at the 

Expence of his Genius; and think they do him 

Honour, when in Truth they db him an Injury. 

: Inſtead therefore of ſaying, with them, that he co- 

| pied Homer, I would ay, continues the good old 

Man, that he wrote in the Spirit of Homer: there 
may be a Likenefs in Wit, without tranſcribing. 

I flatter myſelf, Celadon, that we ſhall have little 
Trouble in engaging Theodorus to write his 

Thoughts on Poetry, ſince, with the Maturity of 

Age, he has the Alacrity of Youth, and with the 

Probity of a Recluſe, the Politeneſs of a Man 

of the World. Butas in all his Studies he has 

ſhewn great Regard to 'his Function, fo in this 

Particular, he has made it his chief Care to' be 

well acquainted with all who have turned their 

Thoughts towards ſacred Subjects. In this Way 

he has written ſome Things himſelf which pleas'd 

me exceedingly, and I am ſomewhat nice in this 

. Reſpect; for as on the one Hand I think di- 

vine Poetry ſhould be more elevated than pro- 

R Pphane, 
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phane, fo I muſt on the other Hand, confeſs, that 
generally ſpeaking I find it otherwiſe, which muſt 
be owing to the Depravity of our Nature, inclin- 
ing us to purſue eagerly whatever may gratify 
our Senſes, and making us ſlow and languid in 
the Performance of all religious Duties. The 
Collection made by Theodorus in this Way, is 
likewiſe very curious ; and I believe as complete as - 
moſt People's, for he is very accurate in all Things, 
and more eſpecially in thoſe relating to Learning | 
and Huſbandry, as you very well know. 1 
When you have got all theſe Pieces into your 
Hands, I am fully perſuaded, that you will think 
them a tolerable Miſcellany, de re Poetica; neither 
do I think that they will be extremely irregular. 
As to their being written by various Hands, it = 
will, in my Opinion, be an Advantage 3 becauſe in | 
moſt of the Pieces written on this Subject, we ſee 
ſome peculiar Thoughts prevailing, which over- 
rule the reſt, and force the Author, without per- 
ceiving it, to deviate from Truth, that he may not 
digreſs from the Plan he has once laid down: Where- 
as various Writers mult neceſſarily conſider Things 
in various Lights, on which, in a great Meaſure 
the Diſcovery of Truth depends. Beſides, another 
Benefit will ariſe viſibly from this Method; and 
that is, treating all Parts of the Science with the 
ſame Vigour; which in a Subject ſo extenſive, it is 
ſcarce poſſible for a ſingle Author, how well quali- 
fied ſoever, to do; in Poetry perhaps leaſt of all, 
ſince we often ſee that a Man very able in 
Tragedy, has no Genius at all for Comedy ; and 
that he who writes Odes with great Spirit, writes 
an Epic Poem not to be read; of which with all 
due Deference to his Memory, I will venture to 
lay, the illuſtrious 25 Abraham Cowley is an In- 
ſtance. 
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ſtance. His Ode on Brutus is an admirable Per- 
formance, but ſure we cannot ſay the ſame of his 
Davidies z wherein, though there may be a great 
deal of Wit, there is certainly a ſtrange Negligence 
of Rules, and almoft an abſolute want of Harmony 
viſible throughout it. Hence we may conclude, 
that no Man is equal to all Things, and that the 
Thoughts of ſeveral People on Poetry may afford 
more Entertainment, than the beſt Thoughts on 
the ſame Subject by any ſingle Perſon, how great 
a Maſter foever therein, Over and above theſe 
Advantages incident to the Work itſelf, there 
will ſome reſult particularly to Us, becauſe every 
Man will have a Variety of new Fields open'd to 
his View, where if he diverts himſelf but once, 
he cannot be diſpleas'd, and if he likes it well 
enough to come there more than once, he muſt 
confeſs that he is obliged to the Author of this 
Diſcovery ; farther ſill, it will oblige each of us 
to think, to methodize our Thoughts, and to di- 
geſt them into proper Language, which whatever 
other Effect it may have, cannot fail of inſtructing 
and informing our felves. The moſt ſubſtantial 
Part of our Knowledge ariſes from Meditation, and 
he who is but a very ſuperficial Maſter at firſt, 
may in Time reach Perfection, by being his own 
Scholar. 1 

All theſe real and ſolid Benefits may we attain, 
Celadon, by purſuing; your Project; and ſurely this 
is better than living like ſome rural Squires, to no 
other Purpoſe than to hunt, drink, and make a 
Noiſe once in ſeven Years at an Election. Expe- 
rienc'd Officers will tell you, that they find it 
eaſier to maintain Diſcipline in the Camp, than in 
Winter-Quarters. It is exactly ſo in Life; Men 
of Buſineſs find i It eaſter to act in Character, than 
R 2 thoſe 
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thoſe who have made choice of a retir'd Life. A 
Blockhead may, and often does get a great Eſtate, 
by minding the common Rules, and going on, if 
I may be allowed the Expreſſion, in the jog Trot 
of Buſineſs. But what Blockhead ever uſed an 
Eſtate, even when it was got for him? People in 
Town talk of retiring, as if it were a Thing of 
Courſe, and in every Man's Power, who is out of 
the Reach of Neceſſity. They think that a Man 
may as well lead a Country Life, as paſs a Week 
at Hampſtead, when he has nothing to do. Alas! 
we know by Experience, that theſe are all Dreams; 
that good Senſe is requiſite to Felicity in a Foreſt, 

as well as in a City, or rather more ſo, and that 
Solitude, without Employment, is of all others, 
leaſt a Life 6f Repoſe. Hitherto we have ſcarce 
known a few Weeks receſs from Care; but if Pro- 
vidence ſhould avert all unlucky Accidents this 
Summer, I am ſure we ſhall be much indebted to 
you for propoſing a Method of employing our Ta- 
lents uſefully and agreeably. You fee the Spirit 
of Writing is upon me; an ill-natur'd Critick 
would have call'd it an Itch of Scribling, or to ſhow 
his Learning, Cacoethes Scribendi. At firſt I thought 
the aſſigning every Man his Taſk, a uſeful and 
neceflary Labour z In attempting this, Thoughts 
crouded in, and I have much ado now to think of 
telling you that I beg your Pardon for this tedious 
18 and that I am with great Truth, 


our hearty F. riend, 
And moſt Obediem, 
. Humble Servant, 


PHAON. 


r. 
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LETTEYE Bb. 
LE AN D E R v»CELADON. 


Receiv'd, Sir, your kind Letter, and the Copy 
of that which Phaon wrote you. I am alike 
oblig d to you both for ſuch ſtrong Teſtimonies, 
not only of your Tenderneſs, but Eſteem; and I“ 
ſhould be equally rude and ungrateful, if I did 
not think of returning you Marks of ,my Obe- 
dience, as well as of the Senſe I have of theſe 
undeſerv'd Favours. Without pretending there- 
fore to lay any Streſs on the Shortneſs of the 
Warning, my want of Books, and above all, m 
want of Knowledge requifite to ſuch an Under- 
taking, which yet are Excuſes, I might very juſt- 
ly make, I will proceed to execute it in the beſt 
manner I am able, and leave you rather to pity 
my Inability of performing the Taſk you have 
impoſed, than to pardon my want of Deſire, or 
want of Courage, to do my utmoſt in your 
Service. | | 
There are two Sorts of People in the World 
Who are alike miſtaken, with Reſpect to the No- 
tions they entertain of their Anceſtors. The*firſt 
are ſuch as have no Acquaintance with Antiqui- 
ty; and therefore impoſe upon themſelves falſe 
and groundleſs Notions, bred by Ignorance, and 
nurſed by Vanity. Theſe Men imagine, that 
Wiſdom and Politneſs were Bleſſings reſerv'd for 
the Age in which they lived; and that in Pro- 
. # SE 3- , + pare 
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rtion, as Men ſtood remov'd from thence, the 

muſt certainly have been rude, illiterate Barba- 
rians. The ſecond Sort are the very Reverſe of 
Theſe, who, after paſſing a great Part of their 
Time in raking firſt the Books, and then the 
Learning of paſt Times out of Oblivion, grow 
exceſſively fond of what coft them ſo much Pains, 
and to magnify the Wiſdom of former Ages, will 
ſcarce allow Common Senſe to the preſent. Both 
theſe run wide of Truth, and ſuch as purſue it, 
keep the middle Roads they allow Senſe and 
Knowledge to their Cotemporaries, without de- 
tracting from the Worth of thoſe who liv'd in 
elder Times; they are ſatisfied that Mankind 
have nearly the ſame Talents in all Places, and in 
all Ages; and therefore they condemn not without 
examining the Works of ancient Wits, but after 
reading with much Labour, they cenſure; or ap- 

plaud, as their Judgment directs, 

Among theſe Sages *we may certainly reckon 
ſuch as have ſupported the Reputation of ancient 
Poetry in all Languages, ſince, for ought we have 

been able to diſcern, this, as it was the ęarlieſt 
Science, came ſooneſt to Perfection, and as in 
all Countries there were Poets before there were 
Proſe Writers; ſo the oldeſt Poets ſeem to have 
by far the greateſt Proportion of that Enthuſia- 
ſtick Spirit, which is the Soul of Numbers, and 
the very Eſſence of Poetry. As Learning en- 
creaſes, Art begins to gain Credit; and tho? it 
be true, that Art and Nature do Wonders, yet 
it is as true, that Art often ſtifles Nature, while 
with too great Care ſhe labours to ſupport her. 
If the Fragments we have of Orpheus be really 
his, then they are the oldeſt Greek Poems extant, 
and in Point of Spirit and Fire, they certainly 


excel 
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excel all later Compoſitions. Homer 1s indebted 
for his Superiority to the ſame Excellence; and in 
the Rapidity of his Numbers, and the wonderful 
Strength of his Genius he is juſtly ſtiled inimitable. 
This being ſo in Greece, why might it not be ſo in 
Britain? Or why are we to ſuppoſe that our An- 
ceſtors were duller in proportion than the Greeks ? 
By this Argument J pretend to prove, it is not 
1mprobable, that Poetry is as ancient here as the 
planting of the Iſland. Certain it is, that as ſoon 
as we read any Thing of Britain, either in our 
own old Authors, or in the Writings of Strangers, 
we hear of Poets, and which is very remarkable, 
not of miſerable wretched Rhimers, but of wiſe 
and powerful Men. Cæſar informs us, that the 
Druids had the Direction of Sacred and Civil 
Affairs; and theſe were no other than Poets, who 
held their Songs ſo ſacred, and ſo worthy of Se- 
crecy, that they would not ſuffer them to be com- 
mitted to Writing. Two Things are to be remark- 
ed in Favour of theſe ancient Poets; Firſt, That 
they were no Idolaters; and, Secondly, that they 
taught the Immortality of the Soul: whence it is 
clear, that their Notions were better than thoſe of 
the Greeks, and therefore I conclude, their Poetry 
was not worſe. | 
That I may deal no longer in Conjecture, I 
ſhall proceed next to inform you, that altho* the 
Songs of the ancient Druids have been ſwallow'd 
up in Oblivion, yet there are ſtill ſome Remains 
of Britiſh Poetry twelve hundred Years old, I 
mean the Works of Talie/n, a Britiſh Bard, co- 
temporary with Gildas the Hiſtorian; he wrote 
Odes in various kinds of Verſe, not only with 
great Vivacity of Sentiment, but alſo with won- _ 
derful Regularity, Elegance, and Harmony. I 1 
+ R 4 do 


248 The RAT IOYAL AMUSEMENT: 


do not deliver this upon Hear- ſay, but from my 
having ſtudied ſeveral of his Pieces with great 
Care; I will give you the Beginning of one, on 
the Victory gain'd by King Arthur on Badon-Hill, 
in which I have ſtrictly imitated his Meaſure and 
manner of Writing. 


J. 


7 Badon Hill, at Badon Hill, 
The cruel Saxons had their Fill 

Of Blood, which oft they ſhed. 

The vengeful Britons Thouſands flew, 

For Thouſands come, and but a few 

From the tir d Victors fled. 


II. 


The Britiſh Earth drank up their Gore, 
And gap'd and ſeentd athirſt for Morey | 
As conſcious of the Wrongs, 

The varied Frauds, and rift Lies, 
Deceitful Leagues, and Perjuries, 


By which they ſpoiPd Der Sons. 
II, 


Victorious Arthur now purſues, 

With eager Haſte, bis hated Foes, 

And — to ſee his Jie 

Free from this baſe, this bartrous Race, 
Reſuming all her wonted Grace, 

In Peace and Plenty mile. 
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J muſt entreat you to obſerve, that this is in a 
manner a literal Tranſlation, which I introduce 
to ſhow the Spirit of this ancient Britiſh Bard, 
and not my Skill, or rather my want of Skill in 
Compoſitions of this Sort. There are a Multi- 
tude of little Pieces like that which I have given 
you, and of as great, or greater Antiquity, in the 
Hands of the Britiſb Virtuoſi, or Welch Antiqua- 
ries, if you will have them ſo call'd, which, if 
they were collected together, would ſufficiently 
vindicate the Eldeſt of our Anceſtors, at leaſt 
from want of Spirit, Learning and Eloquence, as 
I know ſome who are well verſed in Hiſtory and 
Politcs, who ſuppoſe our Laws and Conſtitu- 
tion to have been deriv'd from the Saxons to the 
| Normans, and to both from the ancient Britons. 
But to keep cloſe to my Subject, which is their 
Poetry, and to lay before you what Remarks I 
have pick'd up concerning it, in four or five 
Years reading. | 

Some have conceiv'd, that the Druids were 
ſuch Poets as recited without Muſick ; their Poe- 
try was of the graveſt and moſt ſolemn Kind, 
ſuch as contain the Doctrines of their Religion, 
Philoſophical Opinions, and Maxims of State; 
the Bards again accompanied their Poetry with 
their Harps, and therefore compoſed moſtly in 
the Lyrice Way. Their Songs were of three 
Sorts, viz. Firſt Sacred, or Hymns to the Deity, 
Secondly, Panegyricks on Princes, Warriors, 
Stateſmen, Poets, and hoſpitable Perſons; I hird- 
ly, Satyrs or Invectives. If I might be allow'd 
to offer a Conjecture of my own, * 21 ſhould ſay, 
that Chriſtianity having deſtroy'd the Religion of 
the Druids, their Poems periſhed of courſe, be- 
cauſe never committed to Writing; which not 


being 
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being at all the Caſe with Reſpect to the Compo- 

ſitions of the Britiſb Bards, many of theſe have 
ſurviv'd, and are ſtill in great Credit with ſuch' 
as underſtand them. It is certain, that the Bri- 
tons attributed a Spirit of Propheſy to their Poets, 


Which is the Reaſon that there are more Prophe- 


ſies ſtill in Vales than in moſt other Countries; 
and if any Man ſhall incline to call this a Weak- 
neſs, let him conſider attentively the true Import of 


the Words Yates and Carmen, and he will eaſily 


diſcern, that ſome other Nations fam'd for Wif- 
dom, were exactly in the ſame Sentiments. Bur, 
as we judge from the cold Poetry of Modern 
Times, our Opinion is certainly excuſable, tho? 
perhaps not more eaſy to be defended than that 
which we condemn. This is certain, that if there 
be nothing of Inſpiration in the Enthuſiaſtiek 
Flights of old Poets, there is ſurely ſomething 
very like it; and if we will not admit them to be“ 
Prophets, we muſt allow, that they were ſhrewder 
Gueſſers than other Men; and whether this at 
the Bottom be not the greater Compliment of the 


two, ſince Propheſy is a Gift, and Fore-fight a 


Quality acquir'd, I leave to better Judges to de- 
termine. e 

I cannot diſmiſs this Subject without taking 
Notice of the great Uſe of their Poetick Panegy- 
ricks, in Reſpect to the Preſervation of their 
Hiſtory : had it not been for theſe, the whole Br:- 


_#iſh Story had been ſwallow'd up in Oblivion, as 


it is certainly for want of paying Reſpect to theſe, 
that fo little of it is yet known. When Cæſar 
came into this Iſland he found it thoroughly 
peopled, divided into many Prineipalities, all 
under exact Diſcipline, and ſubject to wiſe Laws; 
we may therefore reſt ſatisfied, that there were 

1 | Things 
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Things worthy of Notice done here long before 
this Time, and conſequently we may apply to 
the Britiſh Bards what Horace ſays of TAPE: 


Vixere fortes ante Agamemnona 

Multi; ſed omnes illachrimabiles 
Urgentur, ignotique longa 
Nocte, carent quia Vate ſacro. 


Before this Agamemnon's Time 

Lived Heroes worthy tab of Rhime; 

But as theſe Times no Poets boaſt, 

EF boſe Heroes Deeds in Night are loſt. 


I am for putting Arthur for Agamemnon, ſince 
the Worthies before him are in the ſame Situa- 
tion with the Heroes before the Trojan War. 
This Mention of Arthur puts me in mind of a 
Story much to my Purpoſe, as it is very honour- 
able for the Britifh Poets. King Henry the Se- 
cond, who was the firſt of the Line of Plantage- 
net, being in the laſt Year of his Reign at Pem- 
broke, would needs hear a Britiſb Bard as he ſat 
at Dinner; the Poet entertain'd him with the 
very Song of which I have given you the begin- 
ning, and being requeſted to continue the La- 
bours of King Arthur, he ſang all the glorious 
Acts of his Life, concluding that he lay buried 
between two Pyramids in the Church-yard of 
Glaſtonvury- Abbey. The King meaning thereby to 
meaſure the Truth of the whole Story, gave in- 

ſtantly Order for enquiring into this Fact. Dig- 
ging therefore in the foremention'd Place, the 
Body of this famous Prince was found, and rein- 
terr'd in the Abbey Church. Methinks this 
ought to yy the _ Odes more Credit than 


they 
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they uſually obtain; and I am perſuaded, that 
if we allow ſomewhat for their Poetical Stile, as 
we do for the Character and Age of our Proſe 
Authors, we may as ſafely rely upon the one as 
on the other. But once again let me keep to my 
own Buſineſs, wherein I am ſure to be ſafe, ſince 
whatever becomes of their Facts, we may be con- 
fident, that their Odes are fine, if we judge ei- 
ther by the Rules of Nature, which declare all 
Things well written that pleaſe, or even by thoſe 
eſtabliſhed in Poetry, from the Practice of the 
Greeks, ſince with them they perfectly agree. 
As their Praiſes ſerv'd to encourage their 
Youth to behave bravely in War, and to dare all 
Things in the Service of their Country, ſo where 
Luxury or Ambition carry'd Men away from theſe 
noble Purſuits, then they had Recourſe, with 
Reaſon and Succeſs both, to their Invectives. We 
have an Inſtance of this too in the Works of 
the ſame old Bard FTaleiſin; he dwelt firſt in the 
Court of the famous Maelgwn Gwyneth, who 


was King of Britain in the Year 380; but when 


he grew horridly debauch'd and a Tyrant, our 
Poet wrote with great Vehemence againſt him; 
thus he ſpeaks in one of his Poems of that wicked 
Prince. 


No Grace from God, no Praiſe from Men ſhall be 
On him beſtow'd, but Shame and Miſery 
Afict him ſtill, — Short be his hated Life, 
Made long to him thro Exile, Want and Strife. 
But let his Son free from thoſe Ills remain, | 
No Sin be knows, ah! may he know no Pain! 


Surely if ever Poetry was uſeful in any State, 
we may affirm it to have been of publick Benefit 
| » amonglt 


The RATIONAL AMUSEMENT. 233 
amongſt the Britons. In our Times, a Woman's 
Beauty is the top Theme of the brighteſt Poet, or 
if they ſing to Princes, our Bards are ſure to fatter. 
Their Satyr, whenever they do write it, is the 
Engine of private Malice, and their Wit differs 
as much in this Reſpect from that of their An- 
ceſtors, as the Stilletto of the Italian Aſſaſſin from 
the ſhort Sword of the bold Briton in the Time 
of Cæſar. While others admire the Energy and 
Sweetneſs of Pope, my Eyes are fix'd on his 
Candour and Courage. In him revives the true 
Spirit of Verſe, and while he ſhows that he knows 
better how to write than any other Man, he 
ſhows himſelt alſo to be better that moſt Men, by 
his Writings. In my next, I propoſe to ſpeak of 
the State of Poetry among the Saxons, and their 
Succeſſors in this Ifland; that is to ſay, if what I 
have offer'd on the Subject of the Britiſh Poetry 
does not abſolutely diſpleaſe you. Florimond thinks 
it will not, for, ſays he, how little ſoever there may 
be of Good, there is at leaſt ſomething new in it. 
Tranſlations of M. elch Poets, are not ſeen every Day, 
and as for the Laurels of Arthur, they have ſuf- 
fered much by Blackmere's Trimming. Adieu! 
Sir, my Letter is long enough, without Compli- 
ments, which would all end in this, That I am 


the humbleſt of your Friends, and the meaneſt of 
your Servants. 


LE AND ER. 
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LETTER M 
CELADON o LEANDER. 


F your Letter had pleas'd me only I would 
have told you ſo plainly, without any farther 
Commendation ; but dining a few Days ago at a 
Friend's Houſe, I there met with Phavn, to whom 
I ſhow'd it. He was ſo much pleas'd with it, 
that he could not help reading it to a Scots Gentle- | 
man who is Tutor to our Friend's Sons. A Man 
of much Reading, but few Words; he expreſs'd a 
eat deal of Satisfaction as to what you delivered 
on the Uſe and Excellency of the antient British 
Poetry, ſome Remains of which he tells us are 
yet to be met with in his Country. Phaon imme- 
diately produc'd a Multitude of ES. 117 to 
prove what you are content to lay down, viz. 
That Poetry was the firſt of Sciences. Amongſt other 
Things, he ſaid, it might be well accounted the 

| Mother of all the reſt, ſince it chiefly contributed 
to make Things of great Importance, or of daily 
* Uſe, eaſily remembred; and therefore was not 
only uſely, but neceſſary in the Infaucy of Learn- 
ing, before Books were common, or it may be, 
even Letters invented; as the Spaniards found 
the Americans perfect in Poetry, though they 
were abfolutely ignorant of the Art of Writing. 


I then took Notice of the Diligence we uſe to aa 


> quire the Knowledge of the Paſtorals, and other 
Works of the antient Greek Poets, ſuch as thoſe 
| 1 | which 
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which are contain'd in that Collection which we 
call Minor Poets, which however are not to be 
read with any Satisfaction without a thorough 
Tincture of the Greek Hiſtory and Antiquities, and 
the great Veneration paid to ſuch learned Men as 
have brought us a little acquainted with the Ori- 
ental Poets. While at the ſame Time, the Study 
of our Antiquities is look'd upon as Heavy and 
Laborious, fit only for Book Worms at a College. 
For my Part, after comparing them in the Map, 
I cannot help thinking Britain makes as good a 
Figure as Greece, and under the Auſpice of ſuch 
Heroes as Themiſtocles, and Cimon, 1 am perſuaded 
my native Town of Southampton might have be- 
come as conſiderable as Athens. Inſtead of this 
Conjecture, which is a meer Flight of Fancy, why 
ſhould I not be at the Pains of enquiring into the 
Hiſtory of this my native Place. It cannot be 
more obſcure than the Hiſtory of Athens, before 
the Time of Theſes, and it concerns me full as 
much. We are never weary of reading Plutarch's 
Treatiſe of the Manners of the Lacedemonians, and 
yet honeſt Jeffrey of Monmouth contains, for, 
ought we know, as much true Hiſtory as that 
celebrated Piece. In ſaying all this, I was heard 
with Attention, and therefore I believe it was not 
quite beſide the Purpoſe. | 
At laſt our honeſt Scot was tempted to ſpeak ; he 
- aid that this Humour of blaſting our own Hiſtory, 
and reading other People's Fables with Reverence 
was no new Grievance, but one of which the |. 
wiſeſt Men amongſt the Romans long and loudly = 
complained. The Reaſon, ſaid he, why the anti- 1 
ent Hiſtory of theſe three Kingdoms is over- caſt 
with Obſcurity, lies in a narrow Compaſs; our 
Conquerors have deſtroy'd moſt of our Records, 


and 
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and give the Lie to them all. This is no more than 
What has happened in other Countries, and there- 
fore we ought to be patient. That mixt Race of 
Axrabs, and 7. artars, Who are now poſſeſs'd of Perſia, 
have converted all the Hiſtory of the o Proprietors 
into Romance, and make as great a Jeſt of Xerxes 
and Darius, as you do of ſome of our old Scotiſb 
and Pictiſb Kings. That young Gentleman is per- 
fectly in the right in what he ſuggeſts, as to the 
Uſes of the Br:izi/h Poems. The Inhabitants of 
this Iſland were originally all one People, nor 
was this ever controverted by any Hiſtorian pro- 
perly qualified to judge in this Point. Camden, as 
learned he was, did not underſtand the Brizifh Lan- 
guage; Buchanan, who wrote Latin ſo elegantly, was 
a Stranger to the Mother Tongue of the Highland 
Scots; and Sir James Ware, the beſt Iriſh Hiſ-- 
torian, does not pretend to much Skill in the 
Tongue of the Natizes. But ſome of the Sanachies, 
or Sages in Jriſþ Learning, who have been in 
Wales, and in Scotland too, "affirm that only diſ- 
Ferent Dialects prevail in thoſe Countries, and that 
the Britiſb is undubitably the Mother Tongue. As 
for the old Government of the Country, the 
beſt Way to know it is to enquire how thoſe 
Parts of the Iſland are now govern'd, which have 
been leaſt apt to change their Maſters. Theſe, 
without doubt are the V. eſt Highlands, where the 
Chief ſtill governs according to certain Laws, 
which are retained in the Memories of Men, for 
they are not committed to writing, any more than 
the Philoſophy of the Druids. Each Chief had, 
and ſome of them have ſtill, three domeſtick Offi | 
. - cers, a Fudge, a Poet, and a Piper, anſwerable to 
the Britiſh Druids, Bards and Harpers. Theſe 
Men held their Offices, and their Lands, by In- 


heritance, | 
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heritance, and their Buſineſs was to diſcharge each 
the Function of his Poſt in the Houſe of his. 
Lord. Some of theſe Poets anciently called Bards, 
ſtill remaining, have a Faculty of compoſing ex 
Tempore, and ſuch retentive Memories, thai they 
can run through a Genealogy of five, fix or ſe- 
ven hundred Years, without the ſmalleſt Miſtake. 
Yet ſuch is the nice Taſte of ſome Men, that 
| theſe Scots Genealogies are ridiculous, while they 
admire the Learning of Sir Jaac Newton, in tra- 
cing the Families of the old Greek Kings of Ar- 
gos and Sicyon, concerning whom we have as lit- 

tle Certainty, and with. whom, in my pger Opi- 
nion, we have full as little to do. At this Phaon 
could not help ſmiling; upon which our Friend 
ſaid with ſome Earneſtneſs, Lou do me Honour, Sir, 
you confeſs by your Looks, pat theſe Criticks deſerve 
to be laughed at. 
I took Occaſion from this Diſcourſe to enquire 
a little after the Poetry in that Part of the Ifland, 
and find it exactly anſwer what you have re- 
marked, concerning the Britons, yet I cannot help 
thinking, that it the Songs of theſe Modern 
Bards were compar'd with thoſe of their Ance- 
ſtors, there would appear a viſible Deficiency in 
Spirit; for I conceive as you do, that the Enthu- 
ſiaſm of Poetry, which is indeed its Life and Soul, 
is very near expiring in all Countries. Thote 
who deal now in any Thing beſide Proſe, are 
not ſo properly Poets as Men of Senſe writing 
Verſes; they have Wit, they have Judgment, 
they have Learning, but they are not inſpir'd.. 
In ſhort, like waxen Kings mov'd by Clock- 
work, they have the Look, and the Motion of 
the Perſons they repreſent, but not the Souls; 


and therefore, tho! ſome of their Performances. 
. S POR 


on 


238 The RATIONAL AMUSEMENT. 


pleaſe, none of them raviſn. The ancient Spar- 
tans, who were indubitably the moſt manly of all 
the Greek Nations, were extreamly fond of Mu- 
ſick, and Lyrick Poetry; that is to ſay, of ſuch 
kind of Poetry, as you have deſcribed the Br:ti/þ 
to be. Not looſe Songs written to raiſe Laugh- 
ter, much leſs lewd Pieces to weaken and debauch 
the Minds of Men, but ſublime and elegant Per- 
formances; ſuch as encouraged Men to the Purſuit 
of Virtue, by ſhowing its Worth and Excellence, 
diſſuaded them from Vice, by expoſing its Baſe- 
neſs and Deformity & or excited Emulation, by 
ſetting forth the noble Exploits of their Anceſtors. 
Theſe were the Subjects of the Spartan and Bri- 
tiſh, perhaps of all other ancient Poets; and 
while they remain'd ſo, Poets might well be 
eſteem'd a kind of Prophets; for ſure there can- 
not be any Thing more divine, than to exhort 
Men to live well. But to return to our Subject. 

I ſhould be very glad to know, whether there 
be not in Hales as well as Scotland, ſome Remains 
of this Poetick Spirit. I perſuade myſelt there 
are, and I am aſhamed that I am not convinc'd 
of it, either from Books or from Enquiry.” We 
live in the midſt of this Iſland without knowing 
any Thing of what paſſes any where, except in 
the Shires about us; if we now and then pick up 
a Paſtoral of five Centuries old, or in the Dia- 
lect of the Weſt or North of England, it paſſes 
for a great Curioſity, and more admire than read 
it. Had it not been for Mr. Burchet, Allan 
Ramſay's Poem on the Death of Mr. Addiſon, 
had never reached the Knowledge of us who loſt 

him; and yet one may ſafely ſay, that it is the 
Poem which does moſt Honour to his Memory. 
But as to any Welch Bard of late Times, as ſurely 

there 
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there muſt be, or how ſhould their old Poetry be' 
admir*d or underſtood, no Body either thinks of 
or inquires after ſuch; yet we all allow the Welch 
Gentlemen to have a high Senſe of the Antiquity 
and Nobility of their Deſcents, and a juſt Regard 
for the Honour of their Country. To me there- 
fore it is wonderful, that noche of them have 
thought of doing this Juſtice to their Poets; I 
' know very well, that but few would reliſh or 
even read their Verſes were they ever ſo elegant, 
and accompanied with Tranſlations; but what 
then à The curious Few in all Ages would eſteem 
them, and they would never be in Danger of 
Oblivion. Perhaps too, the Taſte might ſpread, 
and in the next Age, Men might grow as curi- 
ous in this Reſpect, as they are now in ſome 
others, of which this Nation ſcarce heard in the 
Times of our Grandfathers. +» | 
Inthe Courſe of ſuch Enquiries, what if we ſhould 

ſtep a little beyond the Bounds of aur own Iſland, 
I mean, what if we made ſome Search after the 
Bards in Armorica, or Britany in France, might we 
not chance to meet with ſomething worth our 
Labour? Beſides, it would be opening a new 
Field, and tho' we might do little, yet thoſe who 
came after us might do much, and ſome Reputa- 
tion would riſe from thence. Among other happy 
Conſequences which muſt attend ſuch Studies as 
theſe, I reckon this, that the old Spirit of Poetry 
would revive, and that we ſhould no longer con- 
fine ourſelves to the Form, without having any 
Thing of the Power of Verſe, which is ſo much 
celebrated by, and at the fame fo viſible in, the 
Works of the Ancients. I ſhould particularly 
expect to ſee Lyrick Poetry in forge Meaſure re- 
Ror'd; which, in my Judgment, when well wrif- 
2 ten 
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ten, is of all others the moſt moving; but by a 
Fatality which we may juſtly lament, hath been 
leaſt cultivated amongſt our modern Poets; 
yet ſome of them have ſhown that they did nat 
want Genius, if they had beſtow'd Induſtry and 
Attention. Mr. Dr dens Ode on the Power of 
Mufick ſtands alone in this Kind, and may there- 
fore be conſider'd as the moſt compleat Thing in 
our Language. I fancy the old Britiſh Poems 
were of this Form, and that their Authors aſſiſted 
their Vein in compoſing by the Harp; and to 
this I am led by obſerving, that tho' we axe not 
now ſolicitous about Quantity in writing Verſe, 
yet in ſuch Pieces as are ſet to Muſick, there 
muſt not only be a nice Choice of Words, and a 
due Regard to Rhyme, but alſo a proper Reſpect 
to Numbers. You will excuſe this wild Way of 
Writing, by conſiqering the Subject, and make 
ſome Grains of Allowance to a Man who profeſſes 
himſelf an, Admirer of Enthuſiaſm. When you 
Write next purſue your own Method, without 
taking any Notice of this Epiſtle; ' it will be 
Time enough to anſwer my Demands when you 
have Ne through with what you propgl 
your Method. My Wife and all Friends on 
this Side the Country, preſent their Reſpects to 
vou, your Family and Acquaintance, and I with 
great Sincerity inform you, that there is none more 


ee Friend and Servant, than 


„ CE LA DON. 


# * ; ” < R : n g F . : ; 
: * - my a . . 
25 * * 0 0 a 
> 5 — 
5 N 4 7 * 
— 5 
* . s % . - * 894 * * * — « & * 
* by X . 
: a 1 


The RATTIONWAL AMUSEMENT. 261 


"LETTER IV. 7 
LAN DER 70 CELADON. 
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H E Saxons were a brayt GL Pete bur 


1 ded in this Iſland, as we generally imagine 
them. It is clear enough from Tacitus, that they, 

were regular in their Manners, and had a ſettled 
Form of Government; and therefore 1 make no 
Queſtion · but they had Poets long enough before 
the Time of their invading this Ifland. I am the 
more confirm'd in this from the Conſideration of 
their Poems, which as I ſhall preſently ſhow, re- 
quire ſo much Care, and ſo nice an Ear, as no- 
thing but long Experience · could ſupply to their 


Paets: I know not what you will think of this 


Argument, but to me there appears to be a great 
deal of Force therein. We have ſome Gueſs how 

the Latin Poets were in acquiring a perfect 
Skill in Numbers, and ſince we find that the eldeſt 


Saxon Poets, I mean the firſt we meet with after- 


their Settlement in this land, wrote with the great- 
eſt Elegance and Purity of which their Language 


was capable; I think we may from thence infer, 


that they were not abſolutely the firſt Maſters. in 
their Art. 


The Saxon Pbstry⸗ like that of the Greeks od 


Romans, depends wholly on Quantity, and not at 
all on Rhyme, which was not in Uſe with them 
till their Language came to be corrupted ; and 
with Foreign Words, and Foreign Cultoins, they 


took up a Liking to Sameneſs of Sound, and a 


«9 3. tinckling 


8 


by no means ſo barbarous, even when they 
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tinckling in the Cadence of Verſes. But we muſt 
not imagine from hence, that Rhyme was not in 
early Uſe amongſt other Nations; becauſe nothing 
is more certain, than that the old Britiſb Bards al- 
ways affected Rhyme, and were very nice in it, 
as were alſo other Northern Nations: but it ſeems 
the Saxons differ'd in their Notions of Harmony; 
they plac'd the Eſſence of Poetry in a ſublime 
Sentiment, nervouſly and ſweetly expreſſed ; and 
therefore they chang'd the natural Order of 
Words, and inſtituted a kind of Poetick Stile, to 
keep it at a greater Diſtance from Proſe. I mean, 
that they licenſed a Multitude of Phraſes in Poe- 
try which they did not uſe in, ordinary Diſcourſe, 
or in Proſe; and this with their varyipg, as I 
ſaid before, for the Sake of Harmony, the Poſi- 
tion of Words, makes it a Thing extreamly dif- 
ficult to underſtand what Remains we have of 
their Performances of this Sort. Beſides, what 
increaſes the Labour, and takes off at the ſame 
Time from the Pleaſure of this Study is, our 
having no juſt Notion of the Quantity in Saxon 
Verſes, upon which however their Excellence in 
a great Meaſure depends; and yet in Spight of 
all theſe Difficulties, when a Man has for ome 
Time accuſtom'd himſelf to reading their Com- 
poſitions, he is as well pleaſed with a Saxon, as 
with a Greek Ode; for tho? theſe are very diffe- 
rent Languages, yet the Poetick Spirit is the 
ſame in both, and in each is equally charming. 
The Saxon Poets made uſe of different kinds of 
Verſes, from three to eight . but very 
ſeldom exceeded that Meaſure. Like the Britons, 
their Poems were divided into Hymns, Panegy- 
ricks, and Setyrs; each of theſe Heads muſt be 
WAW and remedy Geet» 
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fair and extenſive Senſe. For Example, under 
Hymns J include all Paraphraſes of Scripture 
made in Verſe, which were very common amongſt 
the Saxons, and alſo all Poems in Praiſe of ca 
and Martyrs, with other Things of a like Nature. 
Under Panegyricks I place moral Sonnets in Praiſe 
of Virtues and Mourning Elegies on great Per- 
ſons deaceaſed, as well as Songs of Victory, and 
Poems in Praiſe of living Princes. Under Satyrs 
I claſs all Invectives whatever, whether againſt 
Vices or Perſons; and then under theſe Heads 
thus taken I apprehend all the Saxon Poetry, at 
leaſt all that is yet remaining, will properly enough 
fall: That Regularity which I have already aſcrib- 
ed to the Saxon Poets, and which may be indeed 
obſerv'd in all their Compoſitions, mult not be un- 
derſtood to exclude Genius, which is as viſible in 
their Performances as I believe in any kind of 
Pcerry in any Age or Language. To ſay the Truth, 
the Saxons had Notions perfectly Juſt in this Reſpect; 
they aſcrib'd the Furor Poeticus, the Divine Rage of 
Verſe, to a Gift from Heaven; but they attributed 
the Structure and Elegance of Poetry to the Art 
Application of Man, as is evident from the 
Account they give us of Cedmon, the Saxon Homer, 
with whoſe Works they would not ſuffer the Poems 
of any other to be compar'd. His Hiſtory, in few 
Words was this, as we have it from Beda and 
Leland: 
He Bduriſhed i in 8 . End of the Seventh 
Century, and was Brother to the Abbeſs ot 
Whitby in Lorgſbire; he liv'd himſelf a Monk in 
an adjoining Monaſtery, where he was extreamly 
| belov'd for his extraordinary Candour and Purity 
of Manners. He had, it ſeems, no great Taſte 
for the ſofter Sciences; and therefore when the 
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Monks were merry at a Feaſt, he choſe to: retires 
as not being able to bear a Part in their Mirth: 
Once he did this, on a great Feaſt, and it being 
then his Turn to look after the Houſes, he left 
them at Supper and retired to the Stable; there, 
having perform'd all that was wanting, he went 
and lay downto Reſt; he had not been long 
allecp when he dream'd, that a Perſon came to 
him and bid him ſing; Cedmon anſwer'd, that he 
could not ſing, and that for this very Reaſon he 
left the Company that he might not be aſk'd in his 
Turn; but the Perſon repeating his Command, 
Cedmon was preſſed by his good Genius to make 
the Creation the Subject of his Song; he per- 
form'd fo admirably, tho' in his Sleep, that it 
made a great Impreſſion on his Mind, inſomuch 
that when he awoke, he was able to recite the 
ſame Hymn or Poem to the Monks of Whitby, 
who tho* they were learned Men, and many of 
them great Poets, were exceedingly furpris'd, and 
ingenuouſly confeſſed, that they were not able to 
perform wy Thing like if. Thence forward he 


poſſeſſed this wonderful Gift of compoſing in his 


Mocher Tongue; inſomuch, that whenever the 
Seripture was expounded to him, for be was 
no Lalin Scholar, and ſo could not read it him- 
ſelf, he would immediately paraphraſe it in Saxon 
Verſe with:whnderful Elegance, of which there 
are various inſtances ſtill remaining. Other Poets 
wrote in the fame Manner, and with great Re- 
puration; but none of them approach'd this 
Cedmon, who was conſtantly believ'd to have re- 
ceiv'd this Gift of Poetry by Inſpiration. It is 
ſaid. chat he foretold exactly the ay of his Death 
ſome time before it happen'd, which was about 
D. 670. under the . of Acfrid King. of 
Ne? unde. land. 


From 


9 
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From this Time, to that of Zifred the Great. 
who was not more famous as a Lawzgiver, or a 
Conqueror, than as a Poet, there flouriſhed man 
excellent Writers, particularly Sr. Hubelm, who- 
wrote both Saxon and Latin Verſt; and if we may 
believe himfelf, was the firſt Aigiv- Baro who 
wrote in the laſt mention'd Language. Beda alſo; 
the eccleſiaſtical . Hiſtorian, was a ot, and ſo 
was Hlaccus Albitus,, or Alcuinus, who was Chaps 
lain to Charles the Great, and the Founder of 
the Univerſity of Paris. But the frequent Inhva- 
ſions of the Danes, and that Luxury which at- 


tended the proſperous Condition of the Saxons, 


though for a ſhort Space of Time, had terrible 
Effects on the Sciences, and almoſt eradicated them 
from this Iſland. Inſomuch that; as fred him! 
ſelf tells us, in the Fref aut tõ one of is Books, when 
he came to the Crown, there was hot a Prieſt in 
the South Part of the Iſland (for Learning was 
then retired into the North) that could tranſſate à 
Chapter out of Latin into Saxon, though, as that 
King aſſures us in the ſame Place, Learning had 
flouriſhed much, and been in high Repute with 
their Anceſtors. 

This learned King, hs ceftored Order, Lawk 
hind Victory to the 'Sawons, was likewiſe the Res 
ſtorer of the Sciences, ſome ſay, the Founder of 
the Univerſity of Oxford; but all allow him to 
have been the Reviver of Poeſy, and, without any 


Compliment to his Dignity, by much the greateſt 


Man in that Way, of the Age in whieh he liv'd. 
His Love of Verſe, was the true Cauſe of his be- 
coming ſo great a Scholar. He was twelve Years, 
old before he could read; but then his Mother 
reading certain Saxon Poems to him, and the reſt 
4 her Sons, and n to give che as” | 
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him who could firſt learn to make uſe of it, 
Alfred applied himſelf with ſuch Diligence, 
that he quickly gain'd the Prize. His Love of 
Poetry was ſo violent in his Youth, that it gave 


him a Diſaſte to Buſineſs, inſomuch that he 


would willingly have declin'd the Splendour of 
that State to which he was born, Be the quiet 
Poſſeſſion of ſome rural Solitude, where he might 
have liv'd to himſelf, and purſued his Studies 
without Interruption, * _ ni 
This Monarch, to ſhow himſelf a true Patron 
of the Muſes, did not only draw by great Acts 
of Magnificence, the moſt famous Men for Learn- 
ing throughout all Europe into his Dominions, 
but alſo provided for them there ſo plenti- 
fully, as to leave them no Deſires of returning. 
He ſettled Schools for the Education of Youth. 
He form'd a Univerſity for the Encouragement 
of thoſe of riper Years. He made Learning the 
ſole Road to Preferment, and, to ſhow his Love 
for Poetry, he not only compoſed many excellent 
Pieces, but alſo tranſlated into the Saxon Tongue, 
The Conſolation of Philoſophy, from the Latin of 
Boetius. This was a favourite Author with the 
Saxons, and their beſt Writers imitated his Man- 
ner. Whatever is the Faſhion at Court, will 
quickly grow into Uſe through the whole Nation. 
This was the Caſe with Reſpe&t to Alfred, and 


| his Zeal for Learning; all the Nobility ſtudied, and 
*we may form ſame Idea of the Credit Poetry 


was in, from an Act of his Grandſon Aibelſtan. 
That Prince being attacked hy a great Army of 
Danes, went to their Camp in the Diſguiſe” of a 
Harper, and by performing while their Princes 
and Captains were at Dinner, diſcover'd their 
Intentions, and defeated them. Without a com- 
D 1 | petent 
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petent Skill both in Poetry and Muſic, it is im- 
poſſible that AÆtheſſtan ſhould have ſucceeded in 


this hazardous Exploit; and we may be ſure, that 


while Poetry was ſtudied by Princes, it was not 
negledted by Perſons of meaner Rank, But as the 
Power of the We/t: Saxons declin'd, ſo their Lan- 
| guage grew corrupt, and their Genius for Poetry 
began to ſink, as is diſcernable enough in the Com- 
poſitions of thoſe Times. Having thus ran 
through the Hiſtory of this Science among theſe 
People, I return again to the Conſideration of 
thoſe Remnants which are yet in the Hands of 
the Curious, and ſerve to maintain the Reputati- 
on of the Saxon Poets, while the Language they 


wrote in can no longer be ſaid to live, In this 


Reſpect, they are certainly on the Level with the 


Poets who have written in thoſe which are ſtiled 
the learn d Languages; and if I had Abilities e- 
qual to my Affection for their Memories, I ſhould 
not deſpair. of maintaining their Credit in eve 
other Reſpect; ſo that wherever J fall ſhort you 
are to cenſure me, and not them. But withal 
J muſt put you in mind that this is really a very 
arduous Study, in which a Man meets with few 
Helps, fewer Companions, and little or no En- 
couragement. But till the Amor Patriæ, join'd 
to a Paſſion for Poetry, ſpur me on to do my ut- 
moſt, which will be ſome Excuſe for not perform- 
ing all that you may expect. 

The Saxon Poets made it a Rule, from which 
they never digreſſed, to write on uſeful Subjects, 
and in a uſeful Way. For Inſtance, we have a 
Hymn ſtill extant, which deſcribes the Situation of 
Durham, and all the Honours of the Cathedral 
there, dedicated to St. Cuthbert ; of which, that I 
may nat ſeem to ſpare my Labour, I will give 


vou 
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you the beſt Tranſlation I can, keeping cloſe not 
only to the Author's Senſe, but as near as may be, 
to his Manner, by imitating the Structure, as 
well as turning the Senſe of his Poem into Engliſb. 
The Saxon Ode conſiſts of eight and thirty Lines, 
written in a kind of Lyric Strain, accommodating 
We Schund of the Vere to the op of mee 
An Eliciner POEM. in Praiſe of Durham, 

From the Saxon. YT 


' 70 Feds City Hel ed 4 50. 
* "Out Febtile Kinodohs Neeb brint,” 


ts 1 Aſcrnt its Buildings viſe,” . 
4 be Rock around defenſive le. a 
5 Amari in its lofty Scitt ee. 
dich frites with Wonder and bara 1 


249 
egen binding weis, bentath it flows, N 
A topians Flood its Channel A tub n 
Aud as its ſilver Waters ray; 281439 
In Shoals the wanton Fiſhes play. e 


4 Thick Woods th adjacent ADs ret, 1 
pe Bays are at a Diſtunce brot, 


© + The tripping Deer, the' ſhipping Eau, 11 
x 


ha Entioen all the verdant re 

1 W (6-02 
| r Mi too, is this City aur, HO SHOE 
Men with deep Rev'rence to be mm d.. 
St. Cuthbert's venerable Shrine, OV 6 

I ber and royal Oſwald, #bime; 1 * 


I King, for Charity renown d, 

'” For Valcur too, with Laurels crowd, 
Mitb Biſhop Aidan, refteth bere, 
idbercht and Elfred, noble Pair. 


Here 
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Hillere Ethelwold, great Prelate, leer, 
Jhis Church the ſacred Body keeps © 
F Deda, veneradle'Soribe, 8 © 
Aud Boiſil too, doth here abide, 2 10 
A learned Abbot, by whoſe Care 4 

S t. Cuthbert gair'd his Knowledge here. 
And with theſe Saints, the Relicts lie, 
73 Safe in on inner Monaſtry) * 
1 1QF* many more grave Authors tell; ' 11125 

What Miracles proclaim their cal; 
7h here in a conſuming State, 
1h heir Boates,: Heaven's La Jae wait. 


4 Wa Pt Sir, ths by this Manner of writing, 
the Geography, as well as the Hiſtory of a 
Country, is perfectly preſervd. Without doubt 
it was from this Motive that Homer was ſo ex- 

act in his Liſts, and ſo particular in all his De- 
ſcriptions. By this Method, Poetry was made 
to*convey all Kinds of Sciences; and while Men 
heard with Pleaſure, and took Pains to remember 
a well wrote eaſy Ode, they imperceptibly ac- 
ons other Branches of Knowledge, without 
y Labour at all, which ſure was à very great 
A Theſe Odes were penned-with ſuch ex- 
traordinary Energy, and the Paintings in them 
were ſo beautiful. and ſo pleaſing, that even their 
Hiſtorians would ſometimes copy them, which 
hath | occaſioned, in proceſs of Time, not a little 
Perplexity to modern Commentators. Thus, in 
the. Saxon Chronicle, one of the oldeſt and moſt 
authentic hiſtorical Works, we have; in the Ac- 
count of a great Victory gain'd by Arbelſtan, 
over Aulaff, King of the Norvegians, there is 
a conſiderable Paſſage out of one of Cedmon's Odes, 
aa. A Deſcription of a Flight applicable e- 


nough 


I 
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nough to this, though - written three hundred 
Tears before, A Perſon well ſkilled in the Saxon 

Learning, who firſt publiſhed that Chronicle, did 
not perceive this Quotation, but complained that 
the Book was here written in a very obſolete and 
obſcure Stile; but the preſent Biſhop of London, 
in his more accurate Edition of that Work, has 
ſet the Matter in a clear Light, and made an ex- 
cellent Verſion into Latin, of that perplexed Paſ- 
ſage, as the old Editor call'd it. 

Whatever Beauties, whatever captivating Fi- 
gures, whatever Graces in Sound, or Elegancies 
in Expreſſion, the Criticks have remark'd in any 
of the Greek and Latin Poets, the ſame are to be 
found in our Saxons. So that Nature ſeems to 
have dictated, in all Nations, to ſuch as were truly 
Poets, thoſe Methods of charming the Mind and 
ſoothing the Ear, which Men of cooler Heads 
have digeſted into an Art. If I ſhould cite to 
you ſeveral Inſtances of this Sort, it would appear 
tedious, and at the ſame Time a little pedantick: 

I will therefore content myſelf with ſupporting 
What I have advanced, by only one Authority, 
which will I hope ſufficiently demonſtrate, that 
I deal fairly, and neither attempt to impoſe up- 
on others, nor am myſelt bewitch'd with an un- 
reaſonable Paſſion for the Antients. 

There is not a greater Beauty in Verſification, 
than that happy Repetition of the ſame Letter 
which Erythræus, that excellent Commentator on 
Virgil, calls Alkteratio, of which there cannot be 


a better Example, than in the following Line, 
from that excellent Roman Poet. N 


Et ſola in ficcs ſecum ſpatiatur arena. 


Our 


— 
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Our Poets ſaw and copied this Beauty very 
early. The firſt Engliſb Poet we have, I mean 


the Author. of the Satyr entitled, Pierce Plowman, 
uſes it frequently, as in this fine Line, 


In a Somer Seaſon, when ſet was the Sunne. 
So alſo Chaucer, ſpeaking of on 
Ful forrowfully ſhe ſightd, and ſaid Alaſs ! 


But none has us'd it more judiciouſly than Denbam, 
who in his Cooper's Hill, hath Variety of Ex- 
amples not only of this, but of all the Beauties 
of which Enghſh Veſification is capable. I Will 
mention but two, the firft in deſcribing the Riſe 
of the Hill on which Windſor-Caſtle ſtands, which 
he compares to the Appearance of Charles I. 


Thy mighty Maſter's Emblem, in whoſe Face 
Sat 3 beigbtened with majeſtic Grace. 


And again, ſpeaking of the Happineſs of the 
| Scotiſh Line, in enjoying all thoſe Advantages for 
which the Eugliſp Monarchs fought even when 
their Anceſtors ſuffered, and were made Priſoners 

by them, 


To whom their better Fate reſerves whateer 
The Victor hopes for, or the Vanquiſh'd fear. 


Waller was particularly happy this IM as ap- 
pears in the following Lines. 


 Wuftrious Acts, high Raptures do ng 
And every Conqueror creates a Muſe. 


But 


4 3 
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of Writing moſt; for ] nſtance, here are two. 
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In Friendſhip fa) * 3 in e 
Keſolv d to ruin, or to rule the State. 


But our . 228 12 and us'd this © "= 
= hundred Tears before, as in the following 
Verſes. 


ee com on Ab Midelard, 
E Thurth thei sDefles Lag, 54 
And Senne and Soſge Wine, 4 

| On Se and on Londe. t 95 


Death fills the World with Slaughter ſtill, 

From the foul Fiend's malicious Will: 
And Sin, and Shame, and Sarrow too, 
On Sea and Shore to 10 we awe. 


5 5 ' 
N 


1 could, with much F 1 5 a Variety 
of Proofs, of. this Sort; which, however, you may 


eaſily, find in Doctor Hicks's 7 reaſure of the Nor- 


thern Languages, the nobleſt Storehouſe of this 
8 of Learning the World has yet ſeen: There 
Learned Author hath entirely exhauſted the 


Suhject, and made it evident, 60 our Anceſtors, 
bo wrote Verſe in that Language, were truly 


Poets, in reſpect to Genius, and excellently ſkill'd 
it what we have fince conſidered as the principal 
Rules of the Art. As 1 am fully perſuaded that 

ood Tranſlations of the Saxon Poetry would 
ſerve to illuſtrate many dark Paſſages in our anci- 


ent Hiſtory, 0 I am alſo 9 convinc'd, that 
0 . 
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if we return'd to this Saxon Manner of Compoſition 
it would contribute not a little to reſtore the Re- 
putation of our Poetry, and to render this kind 
of Writing of much greater Service to Mankind 
than hitherto it has been. To give you ſome No- 

tion of what I mean, permit me to obſerve, that 
Cooper's-Hill, Windſor-Foreſt, Clare-Meount, and 
all the deſcriptive Poems.like them, if they are 
not Imitations of the Saxon Poetry, as I confeſs I 
believe they are not, yet I can aſſure you, they 
are built on like Plans, and ſerve excellently to de- 
fend various Paſſages in modern Hiſtory, from 
ſinking into Oblivion, as Well as tgafford a laſting 
Picture of the Places they are de gn'd to repre- 
lent. By the fame Method, other T hings worthy 
of Remembrance might be prelerv'd, and a ſub- 
lime, inſtructive, and! improving Poetry might be 
introduced, inftead of that low uſeleſs tinkling 


kind of Rhimes, which, if Poetry be regarded 


as a Science, are the Diſgrace of the preſgat Age. 

Jam very ſenſible that this Letter is of an un- 
reaſonable Length; and I will endeavour to digeſt 
my Matter cloter for the future. In my next, I 
intend to ſay ſomewhat of Daniſh Poetry; not that 
there was any great Difference between the 


Tongues ; but becauſe in my Judgment the Geni- 


us of f the Danif, Poets is of a diſtinct Nature from 
the Britih and Saxon; and therefore worthy of 
Conſideration. The kind Letter you was pleas'd to 
write me, ſhall receive as ſpeedy an Anlwer as is 


conſiſtent with your own Commands, Which ſhall 


always have the Place of Laws with me. I am 
extremely oblig'd to Phaon for his favourable Opi- 


nion of my little Labour, and hope in Time to 


merit that Approbation Which he ſein 10 willing 
to beſtow. I ſhall go to my Father-indaw's next 
| | Week, 


ander, 
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Week, and from thence I propoſe to date my next 
Epiſtle, which will alſo afford you an Account of 
what the good old Man is doing. Adieu! dear 
Sir! I have ſcarce left my ſelf room to aſſure you, 


that the common Phraſe was never more ſincerely 
us'd than when I tell you, ; 


I am 
The moſt devoted of your Servants, 
LEANDER. 


rr 
PH AON % LE AND E R. 


Received Yeſterday, from Celadon, your Epiſtle 
on Saxon Poetry, which, without a Compli- 


Ment, pleaſes me very much. I cannot however 
underſtand how you came to imagine that People 


are prejudiced againſt the Truths which you have 
advanced therein. As to the common Sort of 
People, they are certainly very incompetent Judges 
of ſuch Things; and yet they are, though they 
know not why, generally ſpeaking, zealous e- 
nough in the Cauſe of their Anceſtors. Thoſe 
who are better qualify'd to decide on this Subject, 
are ſo far from having any Biaſs the other Way, 
that if I am not extremely miſtaken, they too in- 
cline to that Side which you eſpouſe. Theſe, Le- 
Ee my Reaſons. We owe our Laws P 

the 


28 
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the Saxons. Whenever we turn over Hollinſheads 
Stowe, or Speed, who notwithſtanding the general 

Vogue of Rapin, are ſtill Hiſtorians with Men of 

Senſe: I fay, whenever we turn over theſe, we 


cannot but obſerve that our Conſtitution is Saxon, - 


and that the conſtant Deſire of our Fore-fathers 
was, to be governed by the Laws of the Confeſſor. 
On the other Hand, all the Cathedrals, Collegiate 


Churches, and other Monuments of Antiquity,, 
which are moſt admir'd, are Saxon Monuments. 


Do you then think it poſſible, that while ſuch 
viſible Marks are before our Eyes of the Polic 

and Piety of theſe People, we ſhould, if we chink 
at all, think meanly of their Poetry. No, my 
Friend, thoſe who have ſtudied the Saxon Tongue, 


are convinc'd, that the Bards of former Times 


wrote elegantly and accurately; and thoſe who 
have no Ideas of Saxon Poetry, but what they 
gather from the Marks they have left of their 

Skill in other Sciences, are very ready to believe 
all that can be ſaid in their Favour as to this. 


But a Diſlike of Labour, which you own muſt. 


be great, in order to attain any tolerable Degree of 
Knowledge in this Way, is the true Source of that 
Want of Application of which you ſo juſtly com- 
plain. A little French, a genteel Bow, and a 
Song out of the Beggars Opera, includes Wit, 
Learning and Politeneſs; and a Man with theſe 
Accompliſhments, may pretend to any Thing 
at preſent. But this ſmooth Seaſon ſeems to be 
drawing towards a Cloſe; the Sky looks cloudy, 
and whenever ill Weather comes, theſe ſmart Fel- 
los. muſt retire. They are not made for Storms, 
nay, they can ſcarce endure a Shower; and there- 
fore when Mankind ftirs, Men of Parts will cer- 
tainly be diftinguiſhed, and that Spirit of In- 
| T4 | duſtry 


*. 2 
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CE 
duſtry revive again, which, for want of Encou- 
ragement, hath been ſo long declining. I ſay 


this, Leander, as the modern Phraſe is, to keep 


you in Spirits, and that you may not think all your 
Pains and Reading have been utterly thrown away. 


When I read your Letter firſt, I was appre- 


henſive that you deviated a little from whar you 


laid down, concerning the Spirit of Poetry, 
and the accommodating our Verſeto certain Rules; 
but upon peruſing that Part of your Letter again, 


1 perceived it was my Miſtake, and that you ad- 


her'd cloſely to your former Doctrine. I fancy 
I have found out a Sort of Demonſtration of that 


Propoſition, that the eldeſt Poets are moſt per- 
fect. I reaſon thus; all our Rules are drawn from 
the Effects of e and Genius is the ſame 


Thing in ali Nations. You have rightly obſerv- 
ed, that the Songs of the Britih Bards reſemble 


the beſt Greek Odes; I have ſince taken ſome 


Pains to be informed in that Point, and 1 find 


that they are properly. ſpeaking, Pindaricks in 
Welch. The ſame Thing I perceive may be re- 
mark'd of the Saxon Sonnets, and I dare ſay, you 
muſt have obſerved the like in two Lapland Odes, 


publiſh'd in the SpeZator, and which may be 
found in their original Language in Scheffer's Hiſ- 
tory of Lapland. This being 1o, nothing can be 
more clear than that Rules deduc'd from ſuch 
Pieces, can never teach any Man to come up to 
the Models from which they are taken ; and there- 
fore I no more wonder that modern Poets fall 
ſhort of the antient, than that our Sculptors 
fall ſhort of theirs, becauſe the Reaſon is the ſame 


in both Caſes. There are certain Sciences in 
; which the human Underſtanding may make a con- 


tinyal er, ſuch as in Natural Philoſophy, 
, and 


- 
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and the Mathematicks ; but in regard to Rhetorick, 
Oratory, and Poetry, there is a certain Point of 


| Perfection, which once reach'd, we think in vain 


of going farther, and, by purſuing our own miſ- 
taken Notions of Excellence, are apt to go back 
again. Cedmon was the Standard Writer amongſt 
the Saxons ; he hit that Point of Perfection which 
all could diſcern, and yet none could find the 
Tract by which he reach'd it. One might per- 
haps ſay the ſame Thing of an Eugliſ Poet, but 
I chuſe rather to give an Inſtance in another Way. 
Sir Walter Raleigh reach'd the Summit of Hiſ- 
toric Eloquence ; he wrote an Age ago, and we 
have had Numbers writing after him, but not 
one who has wrote like him. Art therefore be- 
ing no more than an Imitation of Nature, muſt 
be content with the ſecond Place, and till we find 
but ſomething equivalent to that Inſtitution which 
is call'd in e Sacred Writings, the School 6 
the Prophets, where Inſtruction was convey'd by 
Practice rather than Method, we ſhall never reach 
thoſe Heights to which we aſpire. At leaſt theſe 
are my Notions, and. the Notions of ſome who 
are wiſer than I. I know that they are Notions 
which hive been ridicul'd, but ſo have the moſt 
ſacred Things, and* yet are they never the leſs 
true, or leſs deferving of Eſteem. 

It is impoſſible to tell you how much I was 
pleas'd with your Verſion of the Saxon Ode, de- 
ſcribing the City of Durham, I ſhow'd it to the 
Parton of our Pariſh; a Man of good Senſe, and 
not to ſeek in theſe Matters. He preſently re- 
collected his having met with this very Ode in one 


. of the antient Writers, publiſhed by the great 


Selden; at my Requeſt, he look'd for, and found 
its with the Latin Tranſlation, which gave us 


1 great 


! 
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great Pleaſure, though we were Criticks enough 


to diſcover that you made Uſe of ſome other Copy, 


which is certainly the correcter of the two. I 
wonder ſo uſeful a Sort of Poetry ever grew out 
of Faſnion. Have the Charity to inform me, 
if there are ſtill remaining many of theſe Odes; 
and, if my Recommendation be of any Weight, 


try what you can do in this Kind, at your Fa- 


ther in law's: His Houſe and Gardens really merit 
ſuch a Deſcription, and I ſhould think that, con- 
fidering it as Lucinda's Birth-place, you ſhould 
not ſtand in need of any other Muſe. I promiſe 
you, J mean to try my little Skill in the ſame 


Way, though , 1 e it will coſt me a good 


deal of Trouble, {inte vulgar Inſtances would nk 
the Majeſty of the Poem, and thoſe of an heroic 


Nature are not eaſily found. It would be a ge- 


nerous Thing to celebrate in this Manner the 


' moſt remarkable Places in this Iſland, eſpecially 


ſuch as have fallen, or are falling to decay. The | 


worthy Clergyman I mentioned to you before, lent - 


me Drayton's Polhy-Olbion, a poetical Deſcription 
of this Kingdom, by its Rivers, with which TI 
dare fay, you are well acquainted. I .am never 
weary of reading it, ſuch a happy Migture do I 
find therein, of The Profitable and the Pleaſant. 


How grand a Deſign was this, to eternize every 


Rivulet, and to add the Graces of Poeſy to a 
Geographical Deſcription ? Well did this Drayton 
deſerve the Laureat's Wreath, ſince this Work 


ſhows him both a Patriot and a Poet. But, alas! 


how few have trode in his Steps, nay, how little is 
his Poem known, and of thoſe who know it, 
how few eſteem it as they ought? It is to your 
Letter that-I myſelf owe the Pleaſure of reading 


it; be communicative, Leander, and if you are 


1 
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acquainted with a Variety of Authors, like Dray- 
ton; let me have a Liſt of them, that I may im- 
mediately apply myſelf to ſo charming a Study, 

and make Poetry my Buſineſs, after it has been ſo 
many Years'my Amuſement. 
In Celadon's Library, laſt Summer, I met with 
a Book which pleaſed me very much; it was print- 
ed at Edinburgh, and is call'd the Ever- green, 
or a Collection of old Scotch Poems. It coſt me, 1 
confeſs, a good deal of Pains to underſtand it, 
but I thought my Pains well rewarded by the 
many. hvely Hints I met with, which either are, 
or at leaſt ſeem to me fuller of poetic Spirit than 
any modern Compoſitions. If you have never 
ſeen it, it ſhall be ſent you ;..and in that Caſe I 
flatter myſelf you will believe that I lay you under 
aſenſible Obligation. A Treaſure of fine Thoughts, 
to a Man of Taſte, affords a Surprize as agreeable 
as the finding a Treaſure of another Sort does to 
a Muckworm. Among the ſeveral Pieces in this 
Collection, there are ſome like your Saxon Poems, 
deſcriptive, others extremely humorous ; but thoſe 
which drew my Attention moſt, were Allego- 
rick. Our ancient Poets excelled in this Way : =_ 
and I wonder, fince Spencer hath met of late " BM 
Years with ſo many Admirers, ſo few have ven- 4H 
tured to write in his Manner, and of thoſe few 3 
which I have ſeen, moſt imitate rather his Faults =—_ 
than his Excellencies, and haveno Idea of ſurpaſſing - 
him, or of improving that kind of Poetry which .4 
to me, however, ſeems fac from being impracti- 1 
cable. The French Poet La Motte, in his Fables, 
hath in my Judgment afforded ſeveral Inſtances 
of this; neither have there been wanting ſome o- 
ther ingenious Perſons in that Kingdom who 
have cultivated this Manner of Writing. A- 


a „„ mongſt 
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mongſt theſe, ſome Ladies have been particularly 
happy, uniting all the Fire of true Poetry with 
that Delicacy "of Thought, which is peculiar to 
the Wits of that Sex. After ſo long, and fo 


very ſober a Let er, you will, I dare ſay, be well 


enough : leas'd to fee a little Poetry, though it be 
but inviff-:ent : 1 have therefore ſent you one of 
thoſe alle goric pieces, in the beſt Tranſlation of it I 
am able to make. Having now done with our 
B ſi eſs, let me tell you a little Country-News. 
Clarindæa has been theſe two Days at Celadon's, and 


her Huſband is expected To-morrow; they will 
ſtay a Vortnight, and I give you this Notice, 


that you may not fail in paying your Reſpects. 
My Houſe will lie in your Way; and therefore 
1 d you - ſhould call on me when you go, to 
make your Compli iments to that illuſtrious Couple. | 
You are.alſo to know, that Lady Sophia is with 
Child, which is a Matter of great Importance in. 
her Family, and may poſtibly afford you the Sub- 
ject of a Poet; laſt of all, let me tell you, that 
my Wite's favourite Cat deceaſed Yeſterday, and 


that with all her good Senſe, Eliza has not been 


able to recover, her good Humour ſince. Look- 
ing for the Poem I was to ſend. you, I met with 


a? Sonnet written by the famous Pere Commire, on 


the Death of his tabby Cat, which ig a full Proof 
that Wits have a Liberty of making the moſt 
trifling Accidents Matters of Moment, when they 
relate to themſelves. Be pleaſed therefore to par- 
don all theſe Trifles, if not for the Sake of DP? 
Wit, yet becauſe I ary moſt W 


2 car hearty Friend, 
Aud obedient humble Servant, 


PHAON. 
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An ALLEGORICK POEM. 


NCE it fell out, as Poets ſay, 

| When TIME and | 10H had beeen at play, 
The I afs prov'd big —a Trick of Youth, 

And brought old TIME Daughter TxuTH, 

This Virgin left her Parents Houſe, 

And came to Court to look a Spouſe, 

But fad, alas! her Fortune there, 

How cid ſays one that Creatur's Air? 

How blunt the V/ench ? another cries, 

A third, ſpied Madneſs in her Eyes. 

Thus us'd, poor TRUTH was forc'd to rove, 

No! One Pretender to her Love. 

ART was the reigning Toaſt, and ſhe 

Could never with plain TRUTH agree. 

Vex d to the Soul the Virgin goes, 

To Wilds and Woods ſhe breaths her Moss. 

Aud as thro* theſe ſhe chanc'd to ſtray, 

Fortune threw PRupkxo in her Way. 

Seeing bright Tau, the Goddeſs ſaid, 

How fares it lovely-looking Maid? 

Why heave theſe Sighs ; Why fall theſe Tears „ 

Can harmleſs Turf have real Fears? 

With Grief at this her Boſom ſwells, 
For fobbing ſcarce her Tale ſhe tells. 

Dear Couſin, — ſaid with ſmiling Air, 

The Goppes: --- tho? divinely fair, 

From every Stain of Guilt, tho' free, 

Yet Naketneſs becomes not Thee. 

Be then advis'd--- Put on ſome Cloaths, 

No more all bare theſe Limbs expoſe, 


Nor 


* 
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Nor truſt your Conduct quite to Chance, 
But learn to ſpeat - nay, learn to dance. 
© Good Breeding borders not on Vice, 
Be both in Dreſs and Virtue nice. 
Once poliſh'd --- Truſt me Friend as mine, 
In Courts --- you'll Arr herſelf · out-ſhine. 
TRUTH took her Word---and when ſhe came, 
"Grave FLEuRY introdue'd the Dame. 
F here ever ſince ſhe has been ſeen, 
Aud beld of all the Virtues Veen. 


VERSES by a Jusuir on the Death of = 
| CAT. 


R 18 ET 7s dead, who pleaſed me Niett and Day, 
So gentle, yet ſo ſprightly ;, work and play 
His Time divided. Now with: me be fate, 7 
Now mous'd : bow rigid are thy Laws, O Fate! { 
That gave ſo good a Cat ſo port a Date. 

His fpining Back, a ſpeckled Tabby ſpread, 
Nor Rat, nor Mouſe from his fell T alons fled. 
10 anton in Play, Ne? in Rage. be's Dead * 


2 Graces mou n, ye Muſes chant bis Prat 
Shale ye his Urn with Roſes and with Bays. 
2e Mice be merry, and ye Rats be glad... 
hie 1 bis hapleſs Maſter thus am ſad; ® 
And ſee'you ravage---Oh ! *twill make me mad! 
He never more ſball pur about my Bed, 
| No. more ſhall I frake ore his Sen Head, 1 


| No more | Alas no more! GRISET ig . 


- 
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/} LETTER VI. 


LEANDER to CEL ADON, 


\HE Expeditions ofe Ne Dont into this * 
Iſland make a conſiderable Part of our ny 
cient Hiſtory, a Part hitherto very looſely created 
thro' the Partiality of ſome, and the Ignorance o 
moſt of our Writers, who have affected to repre- 
ſent all the Attempts of the Danes as ſo many 
thieviſh Enterprizes undertaken by a mean barba- 
rous Enemy for the Sake either of Plunder or Sub- 
ſiſtence. It is very poſſible, that all the offenſive 
Wars of Princes ought to be conſider'd in this 
Light; ſome grave Philoſophers have treated Alex- 
. ander the Great as an over- grown Robber, and it 
i was once faſhionable for Divines to repreſent 
the XIV. under the ſame Character; yet ſtill the  » 
Generality of the World have thought otherwiſe of 
both theſe Princes. From the ſame Motives con- 
ſequently which lead us to ſpeak reſpectfully of anꝝ 
Heroes, or of any warlike Nation, we ought to 
change our Sentiments concerning the Danes, who | 
long before they troubled this Country, were a very 
powerful People both by Sea and Land. In or- 
der therefore to haye a Juſt Idea of their Notions = 
and Cuſtoms, we mult have Recourſe to their _ « Þ 
own Hiſtorians, from whom we learn, that the 
Danes were govern'd by a Number of petty Chief- 
tains, whom ſome call Lords, others Princes, and 
not a few, Kings. As theſe Men were advanc'd _ 
to the Commands they held, chiefly on Aro, 
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of their diſtinguiſhed Bravery; Courage, became 
of Courſe the Quality moſt efteem'd among the 
Danes. This Opinion ſerv'd to root out all the 
common Notions of Juſtice, at leaſt with Reſpect 
to Strangers; ſo that attacking and plundering 
them was ſo far from being look'd on as a baſe 
and barbarous Action, that it was really eſteem'd 
the fitteſt Employment for Men nobly born, and 
deſirous of diſtinguiſhing themſelves by great Ac- 
tions. lt is true, that all the Saxon Hiſtorians re- 
preſent the Danes as Pyrates; and it is as true, 
that in the proper Signification of the Word ſo 
they were, yet that Pyracy was not a ſhameful, 
but an honourable Profeſſion in the Judgment of 
the Danes, we have already ſhown ;. and whoever 
Kill retains Scruples on that Head, may, by per- 
uſing the Preface written by Thucydides to his 
Greek Hiſtory, be fully convinc'd, that the Danes 
Were not the only Perſons in the Warld who 
thought in this Way; but that the ancient Greek 
Heroes were of the very ſame Stamp with theirs, 
and the Expedition of the Colden-Fleece not a 
Grain more honourable ; and, according to ſome 
© Daniſh Accounts, leſs fo than that of Inguar and 
Hubla, two Daniſh Princes, who were among the 
- firſt Inv ders of this Iſland of Britain. | 
* I ſhould not have run into this Detail, but that 
* thought it abſolutely neceſſary, to render the 
Account 1 am to give of the Danuiſb Poetry intel- 
ligible. It would certainly have look'd odd, had 
I afferted, that eminent Poets were to be 8 6 
among a Race of low inconſiderable Thieves, 
ſuch as the firſt Daniſh Adventurers are uſually re- 
e but having once clear'd up this Point, 
it will not appear at all improbable, that when 
ſuch Knights- Errant as theſe Damifh Princes were, 
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went in Queſt of Adventures, they were attended 
by ſome of their Poets, and welcom'd by others 
at their Return home. It would be beſide my 
Purpoſe to enter more particularly into the Cu- 
ſtoms and Manners of the Nation; and therefore 
I ſhall content myſelf with only noting another 
Practice of theirs, which was Drinking ſtoutly; 

this was an old national Vice amongſt them, and 
which, for ought I know, may not be eradicated 
to this Day; they practiſed it wherever they came, 
and eſtabliſhed it wherever they ſettled. As Poets 
therefore always celebrate Subjects which delight 
thoſe who are their Hearers, ſo War and Feaſting 
were the two great Topicks of the Daniſh Votaries 
to Verſe. That theſe Poets became excellent in 
their Way of Compoſing, is by no Means wonder- 
ful, ſince they had ſuch frequent Opportunities of 
exerting their Talents; for whenever the Danes 
poſſeſs'd themſelves of any Part of a Country, their 
Method was to plunder it to a certain Extent all 
round, and then carrying all the Booty to their 
Head- Quarters, they feaſted there plentifully, than 
Poets ſinging all the Time either Panegyricks on 
their Princes, or the Pleaſures of a jolly Life 
When any of theſe Songs or Odes were particularly” 
pleaſing to ſuch as heard them, they were careful- 
ly preſerv'd, and very warily tranſmitted to Poſs 


terity; ſo that it may be juſtly queſtion'd whether 


more of theſe ancient Poems are not {till extant, 
than in any other Language whatever; this I take 
to be chiefly owing to the Reipect which the learns 
ed Men of Denmark, Norcway, and Iceland, not- 


withſtanding the Zeal of the Popiſh Clergy, have _ 


ever had for their Anceſtors, whoſe Works they 
have been careful not only to preſerve, but to un- 
dera 


F 
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”-  derftand, and of late have been at great Pains in 
publiſhing and explaining them to the World. 
Far be it from me to run out into any Invectives 
againſt our Fore-fathers for their Careleſsneſs. in 
this Reſpect; I perſuade' myſelf that many of 
= . our Monks were well verſed in theſe Studies, other- 
ij wile I cannot account for their Care in preſerving 
"Þ Manuſcripts. It is true, we have many harſh 
Charges on this Subject, about the time of the Diſſo- 
9 lution of Monaſteries, but we know well enough, 
1 that when any Set of Men are to be ruin'd, it has 
been always held convenient to blacken them, 
that they might not only be the more eaſily un- 
done, but ſeem alſo to deſerve it. To return how- 
e ever to the Daniſh Poets, and to ſhow wherein the 
eat Force and Beauty of their Art conſiſted. 
1 muſt obſerve to you, that theſe People being 
Pagans, had a Religion wonderfully calculated for 
Poetry: I will juſt touch on its Original, becauſe, 
without Ggrefing far, I can ſhow you how it 
came to be fo. Certain Magicians, that is, Pre- 
= tenders to the working of Miracles, came amongſt 
= the Northern Nations, from that Part of the 
Eontinent of Ala which is next them; the Chief 
of theſe Men gave himſelf out to be Odin, the 
Principal God theſe People ador'd, and found 
Ways and Means to obtain ſuch high Veneration 
amongſt them, that he was really believ'd fo to 
bez; the Account that he gave of himſelf was, 
that he came from a certain Country where all 
manner of Delights abounded, into which they 
were ſure to go when they died, and where they = 
were to meet with Rewards proportionable to the 
' Reſpect they paid to the Laws he left them. 
This Country he, called (for as it was of his In- 
vention he certainly had a Right to give it a 
N 1 Name) 
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Name) Afardia, and theſe Gardens of Pleaſure 
he talk'd off were ſtiled Val Hoit, which were in 
ſhort a kind of Elyſian Fields. There was ſuppoſed 
to be in theſe a prodigious large and fine Pana 
which was ſtiled Odin's- Hall, where this Prince 
was believ'd to live and reign eternally, and to en- 
tertain his Diſciples when they came from the 
other World, with all manner of Delights, and 
eſpecially with the. richeſt Wines. This Impa- 
ſtor directed, that his Body, whenever he thought 
fit to leave it, ſhould be burnt, contrary to the uſual 
Cuſtom of the Danes, that they might not ſee it 
corrupt, which might have hazarded his new in- 
vented Syſtem of Religion. From him the Danes 
* alfo receivꝰd many other ſtrange Notions, ſuch as 
that it was poſſible, by certain Magick Spells, to 
raiſe and converſe with the Dead, to oblige them 
to foretel future Events, and to perform what-. 
ever they commanded them. From the Tame 
Source they drew their Notions of Fairies, or Be- 

ings between Men and Spirits, which they ſup- * 
led, when viſible to Men, to appear of a low | 
| Stature, and therefore in many of their old Poem 
they are called Dwarfs. From ſuch Materials 1 
theſe 'tis eaſy to conceive, that Men of ſtro 
Fancies might raiſe a Diverſity of beautiful Strus 
ctures, capable of amazing, and at the ſame Time 


pleaſing, ſuch as contemplated them, and were 


beſides fully poſſeſſed with a Perſuaſion, that all 
the ſtrange Things they were told might be true. 
We know of what mighty Confequence Macht- 
nery is in Verſe; we know how much Homer, Vir- 
gil, Milton, md befides theſe, Chaucer and Shake- 
| ſpear owe thereto; and therefore we need not 
doubt, that theſe Daniſh Bards, or, as they are 
eall'd 1 in their own Tongue, Scaider, were as ſuc- 
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«ceſsful in their Management of a Syſtem ſo well 
fitted for their Purpoſe. Such as are acquainted 
with their Writings know this by Experience, 
and perhaps i may give you a Specimen of it be- 


fore I quit this Subject. 


The ancient Daniſh Hiſtorians tell us very ex- 
traordinary Things of their Poets, and of the migh- 
ty Reſpect paid them in thoſe early Times; for Ex- 
ample, they aſſure us, that theſe Men had ſuch a 
Power of Verſe, as to be able to charm the moſt 
boiſt'rous and outragious Paſſions, of which theß 
give us as an Inſtance in Egillus Skalligrimus, who 
by a Poem pacified Erick Blodock, King of Norway, 
notwithſtanding he had been his ancient inveterate 
Enemy, had ſlain many of his Friends, and even 
one of his Sons with his own Hand. They could 


| likewiſe, at leaſt as they aſſert, by the Power of their 


Numbers, excite all the Human Paſſions, and 
carry them to the utmoſt Height. Nay, ſome 
modern Authors tell us, that the Icelandic Poets 
poſſeſs this Quality even now. It is however 
remarkable, that the Danes aſcrib'd this ex- 
traordinary Science not to Study, but to Inſpira- 


tion, and that thoſe who pretend to ſucceed them 


in their Skill in Iceland, all own it a Gift from 
Heaven; whence it is plain, that the Northern 


Nations rd all to Genius. In Conſequence 
of this they conceiv 'd ſuch as were endued with 


the Spirit of Poetry, to be peculiarly favour'd by 
Providence, which led them to ele& one Hiarn, 
who made an excellent Epitaph upon their King 
Frotho, his Succeſſor, with as much Reaſon at leaſt 


as the ancient Lacedemonians ſet a Poet at the 


Head of an Army. I do admit that moſt of 
what has been ſaid regards the Danes before they 
ſertled i in this „ and conſequently, at firſt 


Sight, 
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Sight may not appear ſo conſiſtent with the De- 
ſign I am upon. But if it be conſider'd that vaſt 
Numbers of Danes, ſettled at ſeveral Times in this 
Country; and left their Poſterity intermingled 
with the Saxons; and if we alſo call to Mind, 
that our next Conquerors the Normans were but 
Danes under another Name; we cannot avoid ſees 
ing, that as the Inhabitants of this Iſland muſt 
by Degrees have much Daniſb Blood in their 
Veins; To they muſt therewith receive ſome Tin- 
Eture of their Manners, and of their - Genius. 
That this is not meer Conjecture might be eaſily 
put out of queſtion, by comparing the Napman Poets 
with their Predeceſſors the Saxons; for tho? it be 
true, that the Normans had by that Time loſt much 
of the Genius of their Anceſtors, yet they {till re- 
tain'd enough of that Romantick Turn, peculiar | 
to the antient Daniſbh Scalder. Hereè therefore let 
me end my Hiſtorical Remarks on this fort of 
Poetry; and, that I may keep within ſome ſort of 
| Bounds, give you a conciſe Account of the Art 
itſelf, and how it was practis'd amongſt theſe an- 
cient Profeſſors, who if ſome Northern Criticks 
were allow'd to decide, will not only paſs for 
Men on a Level with the moſt celebrated Greek 
and Roman Writers, but alſo much above them; 
which is perhaps as great a Strain of Madneſs as 
that which ſuppoſes, there are no Poems worth 


reading, except what are compoſed 1 in thoſe Lan- 


guages. 


The very learned MWormius, who has written 
expreſly and with great Accuracy upon this Sub- 
ject, informs us, that the ancient Danes had no 
leſs than one hundred and thirty-ſix different kinds 
of Verſes; and from this alone we may be aſſur d, 
that they were great Proficients in, as well as 
great Admirers of this 8 Art; they did 
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not, like the Saxons, place all the Force of Poe- 


try in Quantity, but in Harmony and Rhyme. 
Jo enter on this Subject, and to repeat to you 


the Rules they obſerv'd for accommodating Sound 
to Senſe, would require a Treatiſe ; I will there- 
fore content myſelf with ſaying, that in Regard 
to theſe Things, they were much more nice than 


any of our Modern Criticks ; and whenever you 


deſire a Proof thereof, I ſhall ſhow it you in 
Hicks's Theſaurus. As to Rhyme, they uſed it in 
all the Varieties than can be imagin'd ; and beſides 
this, they practiſed a Diſtinction not known to 
us, for they uſed a whole and a half Rhyme; 
the whole was the ſame with ours, but the half 
Rhyme is not eaſily expreſſed; it conſiſted in a 
Sound, near but not exactly like, as if the Words 
Guardian and Pardon were to end Lines. This 
half Rhyme they employ'd in the firſt Line of a 
Stanza of four, and in the third; but the ſecond 
and fourth Verſes ended with whole Rhymes, 


which had a very happy Effect.” Something of | 


this Sort there is in one of Hopkins's Plalms, 


which I ſet down to make what I have before ad- 
vanc'd intelligible. 


The Lord who made the Ear o 7 ER 


He needs aright muſt hear; 
He made the Eye, all Things muſt then, 
Before bis Sight appear. h 


The greateſt Part of their Performances were 
Oles, Dialogues, or Elegies, with ſome hiſtorical 
Poems of conſiderable length. Some of all theſe 
are ſtill remaining, and we might have had many 
more, but that ſome zealous Divines, who had 
the charge of convertingthis Nation toChriſtianity, 


hearing 
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hearing ſuch ſtrange Things reported of Verſes 
wrote in the Runick Character, and perceiving 
how fond the People were of them, and how 
tranſported at hearing any of theſe Poems re- 
peated, they immediately conceiv'd, that there 
was ſomething of Witchcraft both in their Words 
and in their Letters, and gave Quarter therefore 
to neither, making it a Point of Religion to de- 
ſtroy all the Remains of Antiquity they could 
meet with. How far this was really requiſite, in 
order to the firſt Eſtabliſhment of, Chriſtianity, it 
is at this Diſtance of Time impoſſible to ſay; 
but this I think, I may venture to remark, that 
nothing but a real Neceſſity could juſtify ſuch a 

Behaviour, of which this inconteſtible Fact how- 
ever, is no great Sign, viz. That the Helauders 
have been always very zealous Chriſtians, and yet 
have preſerved amongſt them more Fragments of 
ancient Poetry than any other Subjects of the 
Crown of Denmark. ' on | 
As to any real Progreſs that either the Daniſh 
| Manners or Poetry made in England, I cannot ſay 
much with Certainty, there being an apparent 
Spirit of Envy in what moſt of our Hiſtorians 
report of thoſe Reigns; yet even theſe ſpare nat 
to inform us, that the Danes introduced a Cuſtom 
of Drinking, which came to ſuch a Height, as to 
require Reſtraint by Law; and if the Danes propa- 
gated their Vices, we may. well ſuppoſe that their 
better Qualities were alfa taken into Notice, and 
imitated. Canutus was not only a great King, 
but the greateſt King ever ruPd in this Iſland ; 
for with the Kingdom of England he held 
Nerway, Denmark, and Part of Sweden. Beſides 
all this he was a very wiſe Prince, a Protector and 
Encourager of learned Men; and therefore by 
| 43 Con- 
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Conſequence of Poets, yet I ſhould not have 


mention'd him but for this Reaſon, that he ſtrong- 
ly endeavour'd a Union between the two Nations, 


and with this View left his Dominions here to 


Hardiknute, his Son by Queen Emma, who thro* 
not an Engliſo Woman by Birth, yet on account 
of her being the Widow of King Atbelred, and 
ſo once a Queen by a Saxon Title, was extremely 
dear to them. This Son of hers, Hardiknute, 
purſued alſo his Father's Maxim, and died of 
drinking at a Feaſt which he made on marrying 
a Daniſh Nobleman to an Engliſh Lady. From 
thefe Circumſtances we may certainly infer,. that 
the Daniſh Cuſtoms by this Time began to pre- 
vail, and to make great Alterations in the Tem- 
per, Manners and Genius of the Inhabitants. of 
this Iſland. The ſcanty Remnant of Poetry we 
have immediately after the Conqueſt, differs 
widely from the old Saxon manner of writing, and 
as it hath a greater Air of Libertiniſm, I think 
one may ſafely luppoſe,; that this was receiv'd 
from the Danes. 
In order to enliven a little ſo dry a Subject, 1 
have annex'd two Tranſlations, one of an Ops, . 
preſerv'd in the Collection made by Olaus Wor- 
mins, of Fragments of ancient Daniſh Hymns; 
the other from Saxa-Gramaticus, I am ſenſible 
that I need your Pardon for many Things in this 
and in my former Letters; but you muſt conſi- 
der, that this is the firſt Attempt, that I write not 
to ſhow my Skill but my Obedience, and that 
the Theme itſelf is not a little crabbed. On the 
' whole, if I have not altogether miſſed the Mark, 
but have been ſo lucky as to write ſome Things 
new or pleaſant, for their Sake, paſs by the reſt, 
and believe, chat theſe Letters in general are the 


beſt | 
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beſt that could be perform'd by him whoſe high- 
eſt Title is that I + 


* en humble Friend, 


and obedient Servant, 


LEANDER, 


An Ancient DAN ISH ODE. 


N Deeds of Arms our Heroes mY 


Iluſtrious, in their Offspring*s Eyes, 
They fear'd not thro the Stormy Sea 


To arge their Courſe, —Then why 21 doe 
Tngloriouſly ſuch Labours flee ? 


Il. 


No, 105 Us a cheriſh . 1 

And ſee like them in Danger charms; 

Let us ſtretch far and wide our Sway, 
Why ſhould not we as well as they, 


Teach vanquiſo'd Nations to obey ? 
e oo 


Bring then the Oars, the Sails unbind, 

Breathe, Opin, breathe a happy Wind, 
So ſhall we quickly reach the Shore, 
And, as our Grandſires did before, 
In ploody Batiles, thee adore. 
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No lazy Rites, no ſumptuous Feaſt, 
Are glorious Opin to thy Taſte , 
A martial Monarch thou waſt here, 
Armies are ſtill thy darling Care, 
' The Leader once, and now the Gor of Var. 


V. 
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Haſte! haſte ye Maes, haſte on Board, 
Haſte ! haſte! Sas Hubba give the Word. 
No more delay, but let us fly, 
F Opin pleaſe to Victor. 
He ona lives who ang not fear to die. 


— 


Another wy CoOTORY: 
1. 


HE Combat's er, the Deed is done, 0 
The Foe is fled; the Field is won, 
Let Mirth e the Day our OWN. en f 


. 


The* Raven ho her fable wa 
The Bard his choſen Timbrel brings, 
With Art be OY with Rapture Sings. 8 


— 1 —_—_—— 
—_— — . 2 
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* A Magick Standard belongi ing to Znguar and 1 Hasle, ſaid 
to be wrought in the Hour of Noon by their three Siſlers: the 
Raven depicted therein was ſeen on they fancied) ta clap its 

| WAS after a Battle won, 


e 8 III. Fill 
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III. 


Fill the Bowl with potent Ale, 
Let it's Strength ver Care prevail, 
Too much T bought did ne er avail. 

IV. 


*"®.. 


While we're bere, let's fight and Play, 
Toil this, to drink anotber Day, 
Let Pleaſure former Pain repay. 


V. 


When from 8 We ſhall remove, 
*Te11l be to the Folks we love, 


Opin, and the Chiefs above. 
. 


Grateful he will pay our Vows, 
With what higheſt Bliſs beſtows, 
There, as s here, ſhall we carouſe. 


VII. 
Drink then, Heroes, drink and ſing, 


To Opin's Praiſe, auſpicious King 
From whom our glorious Conqueſts ſpring. 
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LET T- E R VII. 
CELADON YH PHAON, 


SEND you the laſt Letter I receiv'd from 

Leander : and I aſſure you, that Iam, for my 
Part, well ſatisfied with what he has hitherto per- 
form'd. I am ſorry” to ſay, that moſt of the 
Matter contain'd in his Epiſtles had the Charm 
of Novelty with me, there being many Things 
in them of which I had never heard. A Phyſi- 


cian in our Neighbourhood,” who viſits Lady So- 


phia ſometimes, hearing me ſay at Table, that 
we ow'd this agreeable: Entertainment to your 
finding E/toY's Grammar upon Leander's Table, 


he edel ſaid, that ingenious Lady had 


done a very acceptable Service to her Country, 
by the Publication of ſo learned a Work. I made 


him no Anſwer, for Fear of making my Ignorance . 


more conſpicuous ; but ſure, Phaon, it is very lit- 
fle to any Man's Reputation, that he ſhould know 
nothing of a Subject of which a Woman knew 
ſo much, For tho' it may be true, and I believe 
it is ſo, that Nature makes no Diſtinction in the 
Underſtandings of the Sexes, yet it muſt be grant⸗ 
ed, that we make a great. deal by the help. of 


| Education ; ſo that I think I may fairly lay, a 


Man has ten times the Opportunity of acquiring 
Knowledge that is left to Woman: I am deter- 
min'd therefore to be on a Par with this Mrs. 


ez. if the Expence of an Hour or two's Morn- 


ing Study will enable me fo conquer the Diffi- 
culties of the Saxon Tongue, 
1 
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I like his Obſervations in reſpect to the Danes, 
becauſe they ſeem to me founded in Truth. I do 
not underſtand why one Man ſhould be crown'd 
with Laurel for an Action which entitles another 
Man to a Halter of Hemp; but I know that Con- 
querors have always been reputed Heroes, and 
therefore I cannot give that Title to a Macedo- 
man, and in the ſame Breath call a Daniſh Con- 
queror a Thief. His Inference as to the Uſe of 
the old Daniſh Religion in furniſhing Machinery 
for their Poems, ſeems in my Judgment alſo to be 
very ſenſible, But after all, I prefer the Saxon 
to the Daniſb Poets; the latter may be more en- 
tertaining, but the former are beyond Queſtion 
more ſolid and more inſtructive. For this Reaſon, 


I ſhould be glad to be acquainted with theſe Wri- 


ters, for as I am a great Lover of Poetry, ſo of 
all things I like to ſee it well apply d. To me 
therefore it does not ſeem ſtrange, that King Alfred 
tranſlated Boctius; that Book always had Charms 
for 'Men of deep Senſe, and ſuch as have thought 
moral Precepts of more Worth than pleaſant A- 
muſements. We are told, that Queen Elizabeib 
made a Verſion of that very Piece, which employ- 
ed the Pen of Alfred, and the laſt Eugliſʒ Tranſ- 
lation we have, was made by the unfortunate Viſ- 

count Preſton, while a Priſoner in Newgate. Yet I 
will own to you, that I do not think the Latin Ori- 
ginal very elegant; but it is the Author's Senti- 
ments, and not his Stile I would recommend. 

To the Reaſons given by our Friend, for the 
Spirit and Life that is diſcernable in all the anci- 
ent Daniſh Poems, he might, as I apprehend, have 
added the Nature of the Subjects; on which they 
are written. All Dithyrambicks have uſually a 
great flow of Spirit ; and this is diſcoverable even 

| in 
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in our common drinking Songs, inſomuch that 
we have ſeen Men write well in this Way, who 
wrote miſerably in every other. Again, all hiſ- 
torical, or rather narrative Poems, borrow Warmth 
and Spirit from their Matter, and if there be ex- 
traordinary Facts to ſupport what the Poet endea- 
vours to deſcribe, .the Reader's Imagination will 
lend him not a little Aſſiſtance, as you may obſerve 
in two of our taking Tragedies, The Albion Queens, 
and the Earl of Eſſex, both written by one Banks, 
a great Affecter of Poetry, but one whom Nature 
had not entruſted with a Genius, or his Friends, 
ſo far as I can perceive, with any tolerable Educa- 
tion. Yet the bare Choice of his Subjects, and a 
tolerable Diſpoſition of his Scenes, make his Tra- 
gedies ſtrike the Spectator, and force him to con- 
ceive more than the Poet could tell him. While 
the Danes therefore kept to theſe two Topicks of 
Drinking and Fighting, they might well write with 
Fire. But methinks the true Spirit of Poetry ap- 
pears in giving Warmth to cooler Subjects, and by 
placing Points of Importance to Mankind in a plea- 
ſing Light, exciting their Readers to the Practice 
of thoſe Heroick Virtues, which are leaſt agreeable 
to our deprav'd Natures. By 
On this Account I ſhould be glad to ſee thoſe 
ſacred Anacreonticks you once mentioned, for tho? 
I cannot deny that I always read what are called, 
the Works of Anacreon with Pleaſure, and with- 
out any great Concern whether they are his Works 
or not, yet I muſt at the ſame time confeſs, that 
the Subjects upon which he writes, contribute not a 
little to the Taſte I have for his Compoſitions. If 
you will conſider the Matter attentively, Phaon, I 
_ perſuade myſelf you will ſee that this is the ee. 
| 3 | OL 
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of all his Readers. The Beauty of Anacreor's 
Manner, conſiſts in his giving a natural De- 
ſcription of the Paſſions he deſcribes, viz. A Thirſt 
of Wine and of Beauty. Now I cannot appre- 
hend this Manner can be apply'd to ſacred Sub- 
jects ſo happily; I ſay, I cannot apprehend it, 
and therefore I ſhould be glad to ſee, ſome of the 
Greek Fathers Performances in that N 
of our Friend's. I am ſure that Cowley? 
of Anacreon are excellent; and it would pleaſe me 
_ wonderfully, if I could meet with any Enghſb 
Poetry on ſacred Subjects written in that kind, 
and with that Fire; for your Remark. is certain- 
ly right, that the very ſame Men have ſhown Ge- 
nius and Spirit in prophane Poetry, and very 
little of either, where there ought to have been 
more of both. _ 

There came inclos'd in the laſt Letter Leander 
| ſent me, a Copy of yours, with two little Poems, 
both of which you ſeem in your Letter to ſtile 
Tranſlations ; but why ſo, my Friend? The firſt 
1 am poſitive is no Tranſlation, though the latter 
is. I was at firſt a little at a Loſs to account for 


t Way, or ſome 
s Verſions 


the Art you made uſe of on this Occaſion; but 


when I conſidered the Compliment at the latter 
End, I ſaw plainly you were apprehenſive that 


it did not become an Engliſoman to beſtow ſuch 


high Praiſes on Cardinal Fleury. Yet conſider a 
little; what you ſay of him is ſtrictly true; no 
Man either-does, or can doubt it. He certainly 
is the firſt Miniſter ever attempted to govern 
without Art, and to direct the Affairs of a King- 
dom with the ſame Candour that diſtinguiſhed the 


Merchants in the laſt Age, and with the ſame. 


Succeſs, On ſecond Conſideration however, I diſ- 
cover a new Beauty in this very Attempt to con- 
2 | "I . '*% © ceal 
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ceal your Poemꝰs being an Original. It is an Ex- 
ample grounded on the Maxim deliver'd in your 
Fable, and by this innocent Deceit, you have ſnown 
us that Truth'may ſometimes follow the Advice 
given her by Prudence. The Original of the other 
Poem I have ſeen, and I remember ſent it a 
Gentleman on the Publication of an Epitaph on 
a Greyhound, ritten, as I have heard, by the Au- 
thor of the Enghſh Per/ian Letters, which Epitaph, 
or I am much Shaken, is conceiv'd 1 in ene ex- 
treamly natural and elegant. 
What you ſay in that Epiſtle of yours, as to 
allegoric Poetry, ſuits perfectly with my Senti- 
ments on that Subject. Some Objections have 
been made, and I think with Reaſon, to Spencer's 
Fairy Queen; but Mother Hubberd's Tale is ju- 
diciouſly written, ſo that I think it hard to fay 
whether the Flow of Fancy viſible therein, or the 
Beauty of its Moral, ought moſt to be admir'd. 
You are likewiſe right, (as indeed you generally 
are) in aſſerting that our ancient Poets delighted 
much in this Manner of Teaching. The Phy- 
fician I mentioned, hath by him a Collection, 
in Manuſcript and in Print, of ſeveral ſcarce 
Piecesinthis Taſte. When you come to our Houſe 
Iwill procure you a Sight of them. But after all, 
I doubt whether the oriental Poets do not excel in 
this Way, which I attribute to their having prac- 
tiſed it more. To ſhow you how much I am 
pleas'd with this Kind of Commerce, I ſend you 
a little Poem communicated to me by an ingenious 
Man who is a great Admirer of theſe Poets, and 
well vers'd in their Performances; and let me re- 
mark to you what pleaſes me in this Poem, is, its 
E : given which you will forgive me if I ſay 


1 do not obſerve in many of La Motte's Lyrick 
Odes. 


- 
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Odes. T hey are pretty, they are pleaſant, — 
are polite, but generally ſpeaking, they want Salt. 


In this reſpect, I prefer Gays, which are wonder- | 


fully well ſeaſon'd, though from their Reliſh, I ſuſ- 
pect his Friend Pope, had ſome Share in ſerving 
them up. That great Man is not content with 
being himſelf the beſt of Poets, but would alſo . 
take the Pains to make all his Friends good ones; 


and yet this Ornament of Verſe and Mankind | 


has had falſe Friends, as well as implacable Ene- 
mies, meerly from the Tranſcendency of his Ge- 
nius. What a Proof of the Meanneſs and * 
Haney of degenerated Science! 

Ever ſince I receiv'd your firſt Len in rela- 
tion to my Scheme, I have been doing what lay 
in my Power to collect proper Materials for my. 
Share therein. With this View I have taken ſome 
Pains in gathering all the Tranſlations from the 
Latin Poets that I could meet with, both old and 
new; and ſo great is the Pleaſure I take in com- 
paring theſe, that I am ſometimes alone 'in. my 
Study two or three Hours, when I think I have 
not been there a Quarter; and it is certainly a Sign 
that a Man is employed to his liking, when Time 
runs away unperceived. Amongſt theſe Tranf- 
lations I have met with one made from Virgil, by 

Gewin Douglaſs, Biſhop of Dunkell. What you 
ſay in your Letter to Phaon, of the Ever. green, 
put me upon reading, though I confeſs to you 
with ſome Difficulty, this Tranſlation; but it is 
ſcarce poſſible for me to expreſs my Surprize, 
when after a ſhort Acquaintance with this Au- 
thor, I diſcovered that he was by far the ableſt 
Tranſlator ever attempted the Works of this 
Prince of the Latin Poets. His Tranſlation, in 
my Judgment, has all the Advantages a Tranſ- 
lation can have; it is cloſe, conciſe, and compa- 


rable 


* 
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rable in its Beauties, to the Original. In ſhort I know 
nothing equal to it, unleſs it be Chapman's Homer, 
which, take it altogether, is a wonderful Book; 
bur then its Excellency lies in the Author's Genius, 
and not in the Tranſlation; whereas the Biſhop of 
Dunkell, ſhows himſelf to have been a great Man, 
by ſhowing him a great, that is, an exact Tranſla- 
tor: To this Care of collecting Engliſp Tranſlati- 
ons I have added another Labour, thatof methodiz- 
ing the large Collection I have of modern Poets, in 
the learned Languages, that if it be really in my 
Power, I may give you and your Friends the 
Satisfaction you ſeem to deſire on this Head. 
While IL am writing, J call to Mind ſome little 
Pieces that I tranſcrib'd from a Manuſcript at 
Paris. 1 copy and encloſe them for your Uſe, 0 
in order to make you ſome amends for ſo d 
Letter, when you have Leiſure enough to think IX 
writing me an Anſwer, or rather are in a Hu- 
mour good enough to believe that ſuch an indi- 
geſted Epiſtle deſerves one, be pleaſed to add 
ſome Specimens of your Affection for the Muſes, 
which you may be ſure will be very acceptable to 
me in this Retirement. 'The Servant who de- 
livers this, has Orders to go into Cambridgeſhire, 
where, amongſt other Commiſſions, he will execute 
one at the Houſe of our Friend TBeodorus. He 
will call upon you in his Way back for your Com- 


mands, and if the Anſwer be . it will extream- 
ly oblige 


Tur. ſincere Friend, 
Aud faithful 5 Servant. 


CELADON. 
The 


_— 
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The FALC ON, and the Farmer's HEN. 
An INDIAN TALE. 


HR O' Pride of Haar, or ee ; Gradg, 
We oft amiſs of Others judge 

Not always ſtands another*s Caſe, 

As ours would ſtanding in his Place, 

He therefore who would ſee T hings right, 

Muſt view them well in every Light. 

As PiLeay ſage, thro Ix DIA fam'd. 

And even by us, with Rev"rence nam d, 
Taught in this Story fit for Youth, 
A Tale in form, in fad a Truth. 


| A Falcox, by a Farmer kept, 
As one Day thro his Yard he ſtept, 
At a poor HEN began to ſcout, 
And call'd her baſe ungrateful Fowl. 
Ungrateful, ſaid the HEN, ---and why, 

What At of that low Kind do 1? 
Many, the FALCON quick replied, 
Nor paſs they PaRTLET uneſpied. 
Much ſure you unto Mankind owe, 
Who all that you can aſk beſtow ; 7 
Whateer you eat, tis they provide, 

And for your Eaſe at Night befide, 

A Rooſt they give, in which you ſleep, 
And Locks and Bolts in Safety keep, 
From rav'ning Kite, fell Bird of Prey, 
Or Fox that prouls at Break o Day. 
Yet, if they but extend their Hands, 
You fly averſe to their Commands, 


Feor- 


. 
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- Forget theſe Benefits, and run 
7. Ing? Wilds and Brakes, your Friends to 2 8 
Not fo, alibo' by Nature wild. or 
Do ] behave, --- but ever mild, 

Dbedient to their Arms I preſs, 

eceive with Pride each kind Careſs, 

, Fal from their Hands, nor fear if they, © * 
Or ſtroke my Tail, or with me play. « © 
True, cry'd the HN; but know you why 
T 1 7 you are ſafe, I ought DH,] ‚ 

No Falcon Friend you've ſeen as yet, 

Sit neatly truſs'd upon a Spit; + 

Roaſt, boil'd or broil'd, as eac likes beſt, - 

The White legg'd PuLLET's daily * 

Call you ungrateful my Retreat, 

From thoſe «who. feed me but to cat? 


PODAGER MEROBIBUS. 


Entatum podagra ſenem Vacerram, 
Nec vini tamen abſtinentiorem, 
Viſens Archigenes : Amice, dixit 
Cado parcere, ſi ſapis, memento; 
Fons eſt ille tuæ unicus podagræ. 
Audivit placidè ſenex monentem; 

Et grates, ſpecie probantis, egit. 
Verum poſt aliquos dies reverſus 
Ad ægrum medicus, ſcyphos ut illum, 
Vertentem reperit meraciores, . 
Eho quid facis? inquit. At Vacerra: 
Fontem ſicco meæ, ut Vie podagre. 
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A new Regimen in the Gout, By Mr. Dx LA 
1 | Monnoys. —- 1 


f LD SLyBoorTs, by the Gout attack'd, 
His Pace in Drinking never flack'd. 

My Friend, the Doctor cries, beware, © 

Take my Advice, —the Hogſhead ſpare ; 

That's your Gout's Source, and that alone. 

Old Sry BOOTS, to the Bottle prone, 

Heard with a Smile, where lay the Blame. _ 
Some few Days d er, the Doctor came, Aa 1 
Aud ſeeing Bowls which Dregs beſmear, 

Heyday, cried be] what Doings herr? 

Doings! quoth Sl V BOOTS. —thus Tdrain} © 

That, which you call d the Source of Pain. 


1 * — 


ates ML. 1 
Bog * * 
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„ L;E.T-D.E-R Yb. 
L E AN DE R 1% PHAON:. 


IAM glad of this Opportunity of entreating 
you to make my Excuſes to Celadon, for my 
not ſending him another Letter this Month. We 
have had a melancholly Accident here, which has 
thrown our little Family into the utmoſt Confu- 
ſion. You know the State in which my Brother- 
in-law. was, and in which he has continued for 
ſeveral Years. The laſt Time Theodorus was at 
my Father's, the good Woman his Wife was 
prevailed upon to carry her Son to Cambridge, to 
a famous Quack, who, on ſeeing the Lad, and con- 
ſidering the Account given of him, beide 
a 8 to 
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took his Cure. He directed that he ſhould be 
*- firſt purged, then vomited, and after three Days 
teſpite, take every Morning a Powder and a 
Draught. Theſe accordingly the Boy us'd for a- 
bout a Fortnight, not without ſome Appearance 
of Amendment; for whereas he was ſubject to 
l a Thickneſs of Hearing, eſpecially in cloudy Wea- 
= ' ther, he now became perfectly free from that 
Malady, and ſpoke more rationally, in conſequence 
of his hearing freely. But two Days after my laſt 
coming hither, he grew worſe than before, and 
at laſt ſunk into a kind of Lethargy, out of 
which, whenever he is reliev'd by the Applica- 
tion of Medicines, he falls into Convulſions. It 
is impoſſible for me to tell you, how much his 
Misfortune affects us all. His Father remains the 
greateſt Part of the Day in his Study, as I appre- 
hend at Prayers. His Wife never ſtirs from her 
Son's Bedſide, and I am more there than any 
where elſe. When he is free from Convulſions, 
which is ſeldom above an Hour at a Time, he 
Has certainly more Senſe than hitherto; but as he 
grows weaker and weaker every Day, the Doctors 
ſeem to be of Opinion he will not laſt long. In ſuch 
a Situation, it cannot be ſuppos s'd that I can apply 
my Thoughts tothe Subjects Lhave lately conſider d; 
and, which is ſtill worſe, I find I am incapable of 
recollecting myſelf ſufficiently, even to excuſe this 
Delay to my Friend. This is the Reaſon why I 
. would employ your Pen, having return'd nothing 
more than a verbal Compliment, by his Servant, 
who brought me a Catalogue of near two hundred 
Books; which were it ſeems Duplicates in Celadoms 
Library, and of which he has been fo kind as to 
ſend to my Houſe. This Gentleman ſure intends 
to overwhelm me with Benefits before I have 


: Time 
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Time to contemplate one Act of his Bounty, 
he amazes me by another. My Gratitude is all 
that I can pay; and my not continuing my Letters 
may give a uſt . Ground of Suſpicion that I ſhall 
ove defective - even in that. It is this, dear 
Friend, . that I rely on you to remove, and I pawn 
all my Credit with you, that as ſoon as this Miſ- 
fortune is ſome Way over, I will readily and Very 
chearfully return to my Labours. 
Before his Son fell ill, my Father had fet a- 
: bout his Share of our Taſk, and, on peruſing what: 
he has written, Lam become i in a Manner af 2 5 
of my own, and more eſpecially aſnamed of be- 
ing unacquainted with ſome Writers on whom he 
has beſtowed the Commendations they deſerved, 
particularly the Reverend Mr. Norris, of Be- 
merton, , whoſe Writings I never met with till 
now. His Sentiments 1 confeſs are ſtrong, and his 
Language out of the common Road; but for all 
that, there is a great deal of Swermnels and Soft- 
neſs in his Poetry. In our preſent melanchol 
Situation, he is almoſt my ſole Author. Indeed 
J do now and then dip into the Works of the 
Archbiſhop of Cambray, and 2 little Volume of 
Mr. Paſcal; but I own, without being much in- 
ſtructed, becauſe I want the Attention neceſſary, 
thoroughly to underſtand thoſe deep Authors. 1 
have Tkewiſe renewed my. Acquaintance with 
Boetius, with whom, though I am mighty well 
pleaſed, yet 1 cannot help thinking that another 
Work in the ſame Way would pleaſe the World 
better than any new Tranflation of this; which 
however, conſidering the Errors of the laſt, a 
Man at his leiſure might be encouraged to at- 
tempt. I am inclin'd to this Opinion from a Pro- 
e find in e to write ſomewhat like 
2 * 


308 The RATIONAL AMUSEMENT. 


it. When I wake in the Night, I am hindred 
by a Croud of Ideas from falling afleep again. I 
accuſtom myſelf to lay hold of ſome Thought or 

other, and purſue it as far as I can, which fort of 
Exerciſe has generally the deſired Effect, for it ſo 

wearies my Underſtanding, that at length I fall 

has aſleep, and uſually wake-no more till Morn- 

ning. I have formerly try'd riſing and reading 
| with leſs Succeſs. I was always a little reſtleſs, 

and I believe ſo are moſt People, who read much 

» and are very ſober. I remember I once ſaid ſo to 
my Father-in-law, who gave me the following 

Reaſon, which pleaſed me, and which I fancy will 

not appear very abſurd to you. He obſerv'd, that 

the animal Spirits, or at leaſt, if there be different 

Kinds, a peculiar Sort of chem, are employed by the 

Soul in the Act of thinking, which ſort he ſuppoſes 

to be moſt copiouſly furniſhed, when a Man uſes 

a temperate or ſparing Diet, whereas full eat- 

ing furniſhes another Kind of Spirits fit for corpo- 

ral Exerciſe or Labour. By the ſame Method he 

5 .. accounts for that known Truth, that thinking Peo- 
plw&khͤ dteam moſt, for theſe finer Spirits being ſepa- 

| rated in the Sleep, ſeem to ſolicit Employment 
from the Soul; and if you do not retain a perfect 
Remembrance of the Errands on which the: 
were ſent, it is becauſe the Organs are then indif- 

pos' d, and leſs fit to receive Impreſſions, than 
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| 1 when we are awake. I cannot tell Whether expreſs 
tl myſelf clearly or not, but I am very ſenſible, that 
\ L . when I heard the old Gentleman on this Subject, 


hat he deliver'd ſeem'd both plain and ſatisfactory. 

I ſhould be glad to know how far you jude what 

T have repeated to you may be thought ſo. 
My Mother interrupted me juſt now, to tell me 
that her Son's Convulſions left him laſt Night, but 
that 
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that the lower Part of his right Side is quite dead; 
| whence ſhe.and the Nurſe conceiv'd, that he would 
not laſt beyond this Day. But the Doctor coming 
in, declar d himſelf of a quite contrary Opinion; 
he ſays that the Palſy will probably ſave his Life, 
or to ſpeak with greater Propriety, protract his 
Death ſome Years. This appears the more pro- 
bable, becauſe he has eat a hearty Breakfaſt, 
ſpeaks more ſenſible than ever, and looks much 
better in the Face. Oh! Phan, how wonder- 
fully are we made? Diſeaſes frequently endanger 
Life, and yet in ſome Caſes they preſerve it! 
Hitherto this Boy has had Health, without Senſes, 
henceforward he is like to Ne Senſe, without 
Health. But who knows that? This Palſy 
came in a Night. Ought we thence to infer that 
it mult ſtay for ever? I ee no Cauſe for this. The- 
odorus is more chearful than he has hitherto been 
during his Son's Illneſs. He pray'd by him juſt 
now with a Fervour which, though I ſhall always 
remember, I ſhall never be able to deſcribe. When 
he perceiv'd the Lad attentive, Tears of Joy © 
ſtood in his Eyes, and when he heard him ſpeak 
rationally, he was ſcarce'able to contain hiraſelf, 
But why do I trouble you with theſe Things ? 
or rather why do I make this Apology.? I am 
ſpeaking of what relates to human Nature, and he 
who is a Man muſt be ſome way affected with 
what I ſay. You are too ſenfible not to know 
1 you have too much good Nature not to feel 
Inſtead therefore of exculing the Incorrect- 
naß of this Letter, I appeal to it as a ſufficient 
Motive to incline you to make an Apology for 
me to Celadon. I ſuppoſe it cannot now be long 
before we ſhall be certain whether his Mother's or 
bis Doctor's i will be verify'd, by my 
& 3: >/ in 8 
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Brothet's Fate. You may therefore venture t6 
promiſe for me, that I will not be flew in reſum- 
ing my poetical Differtations, provided always 
they are thought worth refuming, and that my 
Friends are not already tired with the Fruits of my 
antiquated Reading. Adieu! commend me to all 
my Acquaintance ; pay my Compliments particu- 
larly to Eliza, and do me the Juſtice to believe 
that no Fortune, no Accident, whether good or 
bad, will ever alter the Sincerity with which I 


LE | | Your true Friend, 
f Aud devoted humble Servant, G 


Le. 


0 
: : 


rr 
. PHAON „ CELADON: 


H' the Incloſed might in ſome Meaſure 

1 +paſs for a ſufficient Apology, yet I will 
begin this Letter with aſking your Pardon for 
detaining your Seryant. He brought me Leander's 
_ Epiſtle in the Afternoon, and though I had no- 

thing to do but to tranſcribe the remaining Part 
of this, yet I found myſelf too melancholy, or 

too much out of Order, to ſet about it. You ſee, 
my Friend, that all human Schemes ae liable 
to Diſappointments. But after all, there has been : 
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good deal done this Summer, and I think you can 
have no great Reaſon to complain. Therefore 1 
am of Opinion, that if we adjourn the Profecution 
of this Deſign, till ſuch Time as you next viſit the 
Country, it will-not be amiſs. We ſhall all of us 
then have more Time to conſider anddigeſtour Ma- 
terials ; for Ithink Leander”s Specimens are mighty 
plain Proofs, that the Hiſtory of Poetry is a 
Thing not to be written in a Hurry. He came 
in a Manner prepar'd to the Taſk, and yet 
what he wrote coft him a great deal of Pains ; for 
my Part, I am glad of this Opportunity of pro- 
oſing ſo ſeaſonable a Meaſure, and I make no 
doubt you will come into it. The Point with us 
is not ſo much the immediate, as the happy Exe- 
cution of your Plan; and therefore let us not 
hurry, leſt we ſhould ſpoil | it. 
There are certain Circumſtances in Lab rs 
Letter which are very affecting. I admire, in 
this young Man, a. philoſophic join'd with a ten- 
der Diſpoſition. Books harden ſome Men to 
ſuch a Degree, that they miſtake Inhumanity for® . 
Steadineſs of Mind, and fancy that Want of Com- 
paſſion is the Effect of Greatneſs of Soul. Le- 
ander is of quite another Turn of Mind; he has 
made a right uſe of Reading, and has improv'd 
his Head without hardening 5 his Heart. A Pedant, 
inſtead of being touch'd with this Accident that 
has happen'dtohisBrother-in-law, would havetreat- 
ed even the Concern of his Parents, with Con- 
tempt, and have try'd (which is but too common- 
ly done) to have ſhaken the Credit of Virtues 
he wanted the Generoſity to imitate. But our 
Friend writes in another Stile, and in following 
the Dictates of his Heart, diſplays at once a 55 ; 
deal of good Senſe, and nor leſs of good \ > 
- „ bf 
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ture. He thought juſtly of me when he ſuppos d 
that Strain of Writing would not leſſen him in 
my Opinion. So far from it, that though I had 
before a great Kindneſs for him, yet my Eſteem 
has riſen conſiderably ſince, and I ſhall always look 
on Leander, for the future, not only as one from 
whom much may be expected, but on whom his 
Friends may ſafely rely. 8 
"In order to return a diſtinct Anſwer to each of 
your Demands, I ſhall take them in the Courſe in 
which you have placed them in your Epiſtle. I 
knew the Saxon Grammar was written by a Lady, 
and I read a very inſtructive Preface before it, 
when I was with Leander in Cambridgeſbire; but 
Farther than this I can ſay nothing. Our Friend 
Leander will be the proper Man to give you the 
Hiſtory of this learned Gentlewoman ; or if you 
are very impatient, no doubt you may be inform'd 
by your Lady's Phyſician. I concur with you 
exactly as to the Daniſb Poetry; I like the Spirit 
of both the Odes, hut I do not think them any 
way comparable to that excellent Saxon Poem he 
gave us on the City of Durbam, or the Britiſh 
Foem on the Fight at Badon-Hill; but that is 
none of his Fault; he puts it in our Power to 
judge of the Difference between them, tho' he 
does not make it. But notwithſtanding all this, I 
ſhould methinks be glad to ſee even a Collection 
of theſe Daniſb Poems: they would ſerve to illu- 
ſtrate our Hiſtory, and the Hiſtory of this Sci- 
ence. I approve likewiſe of your Additions to 
his Remarks on this Head, and I beg Leave to 
join to them one of mine. Time and Reading, 
inſtead of prejudicing, exalt the Reverence we owe 
to Shakeſpeare, one of the greateſt Poets this Iſland 
ever produc d: his Hamlet hath been Ron 
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ed by almoſt every Writer who has conſidered it, 
except Mr. Rymer, who ſeems to have had none 
but a Critic's Paſſions, Anger and Envy. His 
Hamlet, 1 ſay, appears to me in a new Light ſince 
my reading Leander*s Letter; becauſe the Spirit 
which appears in that excellent Tragedy is evident- 
ly a Daniſh Spirit, that is, ſuch a one as it ought 
to be; for to repreſent all Nations with like Man- 
ners is a Fault, too common even with | ſome 
of the greateſt Poets, eſpecially ſome of the French 
Writers of Tragedy, who if their Actors did not 
wear long Robes and Turbans, the Heroes 
would be taken for meer Par: Hans, tho' the 
Scene be laid in Perfia or in Turkey. Dryden 
himſelf, tho? a great Critic as well as a Poet of 
the firſt Rate, fell frequently into this Error. 
His Moors, in the Tragedy of Don Sebaſtian, talk 
ſometimes like Heathens, ſometimes like Chrif- 
tians, but hardly ever as they ſhould do. It is a 
juſt Maxim, that a good Poet ought to be a ge- 
neral Scholar; and tho? forty,Years ago, it was 
a common Opinion, that Shakeſpear was no Scho- 
lar at all, but ſung like a Nightingale by Inftin&, © 
yet I find thoſe who Lave read him more, and 
underſtood him better, agree, that he was a v 
great Scholar, or which 1s to me the ſame Thing, 
had a very extenſive Knowledge both in Hiſtory 
and in the Arts. I own to you, that this Diſco- 
very pleaſed me exceedingly. I have a high Ve- 
neration for this Poet, and ſo I think muſ every | 
Man who reads him with true Taſte, and a com- 
etent Fund of Learning. 
I could not help ſmiling at what you were 
pleaſed to ſay of the little Fable I ſent Leander; 
you certainly have gueſſed very near the Truth, 
which 1 is 5 ; the Ground of che Fable is origi- 


nally 
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nally French; but I have taken the Liberty to ex- 
preſs it as I thought fit in Exgiyfb, and have add- 
ed the Compliment to Cardinal Fleury, from Con- 
viction of Heart. I will not tell you, becauſe 
you muſt know it already, that he is the firſt Po- 
litician in Europe; but this I will venture to ſay, 
that there does not breathe in it a more candid 
Man. I will give you an Inftance of this: a little 
after the King of Spain reſigned his Crown to his 
Son Don Lewis, a certain Abbe, who pretended 
to have a great Intereſt at that Court, was ſent 
thither on a particular Aﬀair. While he was at 
Madrid he fancy'd ſome ill Offices were done him 
at his own Court; upon which he wrote the Car- 
dinal a very warm Letter, who in Anſwer there 
to aſſured him, that the King had never once 
heard of any of the Things he mention'd, add- 
ing at the Cloſe, do you your Duty, and you may 
© be ſure of a Reward; mind the King's Buſineſs, 
* and think of me juſt what you pleaſe.” This. 
be retir d into Holland, and in high Diſcontent 
publiſh'd an Account of his own and the Cardi- 
nal's Conduct, which did that Miniſter the great- 
eſt Honour, by ſhowing him a Perſon incapable 
of Diſſimulation, or of Envy; one wholly con- 
cern'd for his Maſter's Service, and for his Na- 
tion's Glory. The other Tranſlation is pretty ex- 
act, and therefore I ſhall ſay no more of it. 
I have been lately putting my Books in order, 
which affords me a Capacity of yielding you Obe- 
dience in two Reſpects: Firſt, by ſending you 
ſome Tranſlations not very common, which came 
Hato. my Hands by purchaſing a deceaſed Clergy- 
man's Books in my Neighbourhood; and next, 
by tranſmitting two or three little Things, which 
perhaps would not offend you, if they were a 
m— } 8 Stranger's, 
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Stranger's, and conſequently may pleaſe you, coming 
from me. I have nothing to add, but that I am 
of late become a great Reader of Enxgliſb Hi- 
ſtory, for Reaſons which I will endeavour to give 
you in another Letter, as deſiring to enjoy no 
Pleaſure in which I would not afford you Part. 
Florimond, J hear is very buſy, writing and tend- 
ing his Bees; they thrive wondegfully; and the 
Gentleman who laugh'd ſo heartily this Project, 
when he firſt ſet it on foot, may run the hazard 
of being laugh'd at in his Turn, for with the 
World you know, Succeſs is the ſureſt Proof of 
Wiſdom. All here ſalute all wth Jou, as doth 
with great Sincerity, 


Tow Friend and Servants 5 


P MH 4 0 N. 
From che lala, dyn Lavy, 


HEN Men againſt fair Reaſon 5 Lone end. 
Ye ſay to Error human Judgments tend. 
Thus as a Man to Men tb Excuſe is good, 


Why then for Women urg d is it withſtood 4 

Tf Gallantry is ſcarce in Man @ Sinn, 

I by for a OE s: Slip ſuch mighty Din? 
Own then as Men you are to Juſtice And, 

Or own us Women, of ſuperior Kind. 

Angels not more in Perſon than in Soul, 

And arm d with Power our Paſſions to controul. 
Shining like them with an unſullied Light, 
And more from Vi Virtue, than from Beauty bright. 


S TAN: 
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S TANZ As addreſſed to his Son. 


By Mavnazo. 


» 5 H= W gay. ſor ſome Bards 8 


Tet wretched is a Poets State; 
ove of Rhyme my Son forbear, 


| Nor 07 r poor Father's Moes forget. | 


bs Time be wiſe;—T, de Bar frequent, 
3 Study to raiſe thereat a Name, 
No Lawyer, if he's eloquent, 


But gains a Fortune with Bis Fane. 


The Law then eagerly embrace, 5 7 
Aert thou injur d Innocence ; 
So thou have both Pay and Praiſe, 

In Honour live, and Opulence. 
=” But, ab! thou wilt not happy be, \ 
* =#® . _ Regardleſs of thy Father's Call, 
The Palace has thy Heart I . 

And * Averſion is the Hall. 


Alas! thy Vanity I mourn, x\ | 

vo all thy Learning, all thy Drs, 

To ſerve a Court defires to turn, 
Stranger to its ſervile Art. 


qi hoſe Pele d you abbr: 3 
However bright, however brave, 


An Air of Inſolence reſpire, 
[JOE only wits a * | 
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A 


In theſe the Great who look fo high 
Sleep reſtleſs ſtill, and — wy 

And ſuch as them for Places ply, 
2 ndleſs EONS endure. 


In theſe, Men oft. are paid with ir, | 
In theſe, the Wiſe out-witted be, . © 

_ Their Inſides foul, their Outfides fair, 
More Masks than Faces there we m 


My Son, too often Royal T boughts, 45 
But little have of Royalty; 
Virtues more frequently than Faults,” 
Are Objects g their an 


Happy the Man who hues abſeure;- 
Who nothing ſees with Fear or Wonder, 
Safe in his Cottage pleas'd and poor, © 

Below the Reach of Princes T N thee 


Young Man in f unſafe a Way, 1 5 
You may a Parent's Call allow ; 
A Courtier till my Hairs were grey, 


By ReaſonruPd -- s Hermit now. 


An ODE, in Imitation of the nit P Ei Lern 
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75 with Devotion 0 8 ; le 
71g Peace of Mind ---from 7 fab Sin 1 
T fing as Birds from Tree to Tree, { 
- 4s * and as merrily. 


II. Heree, | 
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Hence, mean Ambition, I aſpire. 
To riſe on this Side Heaven no higher, 
Hence ev'ry ſordid 7. bought of Gain, = ay 


Unpinch'd by Want while I remain, 
All 8 & ary 54 can N 


III. 


This Alben Crook, this humble C -l, 

So long as Peace ſhall with me duel, | 
Are all the Enfigns of Command, 7 
And Treaſures too that I demand, 8-5 { | 
To crowd my e, or TAPES — Hand. a 


. , . ' 4 * 6 } 
. y =; FN 1 kh S $ . 


O poke; r which Milers ator » fad, 
Which Fraud or Power can never Bind, 5 
Which Vittors miaft their Triumphs want, 

For which in vain even Monarchs pant, c 
Which Imocence faut ran Heu. 


i 4 $44 "38 
V. 4 
8 
Fm 


Ky Be 6 my Patron, thou my Muſe, 2 
MyT! "rig the only 7 Jem: T chooſe, 


Pu d of thee well pleas'd I fing, 1 
T hou doſt the Wealth of Indies bring, A * = 


Aud nat me n * a * 
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To a Lapy greatly admiring the Spanif Popray. = 


In the Manner of ALonzo DE ExciLLA. 
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"HE N F 33 thy Beauties paint, 
All the Powers of Verſe are faint ; 


Tho a hapleſs, hopeleſs Lover, 
All thy Charms I can diſcover. 
Charms are only found in Thee, 


_ Charms which tis unſafe to ſee ;; 
Charms which might a Hermit bribe, 


Charms no Language can deſcribe. 


Where Words no fit Ideas raiſe, 


Mane beft expreſs Prat We. 
| & + 


But als I explore thy Mind, 
A new World of * 1 . 


Ev'ry Virtue, ey Grace, 


T here poſſeſs their proper Place; 


M ben of theſe-T think a while, 


Raptures ſoon my Soul beguile. 


For too ſtrong, too clear. a Light, | 
Blaits not either Senſe or Sight : 


All we can do is to gaze. 
Swweetly 9 5 in yn” Amaze. 


|  Faireſt FLavia, fav'rite Maid, 


Let theſe artleſs Lays perſuade. 
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Not that I am ſtilld in Verſe; 
Or thy Conqueſts can rehearſe. 
But what I did long conceal, 
That thy Beauty's Force I feet; 
And in mournful Numbers figh, 
For thoſe Charms by which I die. 
Let them tell ! —what would you more, 
That 7 _— and yet ew" * 


The Laukrar Poſe. 


From the French, of Me. Qumeavur 


105 IS not the „ Play I'm making for the King, 
Which forceth me to ſcratch and ſtwear, 


No, for our Monarch when I ſing, 


The obedient Muſe is always near. 
Alas | my Plagues are in my Houſe ; 8 
Five —— air and ſcarce a Souſe, 
The very youngeſt wants a Spouſe. 


Tis true, for them, I ſhould provide the Pence, 
But ſeldom are Apollo's Son's well ftor'd, 
Five Sons in law, 0 Heavens / h. an 
Expence. 
How ill can Wits ſuch T. pings . ? 


Five Portions to be paid a... 8 7 
The Time — dramatic — in a Day. 0 
Shield me, ye Gods, from ſuch a Play 7 

THE 


T H E = 
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BOOK V. 


7 


L ET RN I E 
FLORIMOND, ” PHAON. 


Chain of * for 9 having 
= interrupted our poetical Correſpon- 
dence, I look upon it as an Act of 
wWwiſdom to lay that Deſign aſide for 
83H 2 Seaſon, till Time and the Courſe 
of Things ſhall remove, as they have brought 
theſe Obſtacles. Leander's Brother-in-law, I find, 
continues ſtill in an uncertain Way, and he in 
Decency cannot leave his Father and Mother, 
while they remain in ſo unhappy a Situation. 
Lady Sophia's Indiſpoſition, which conſidering the 
State hs was in before, Ane. but be e 

Wien 
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with Danger, renders it doubtful whether Celadon 
will have either Leiſure or Liking to that fort of 
Correſpondence, which we have hitherto carried 
on. Theſe, my Friend, are ſome of thoſe inevitable 
Strokes of Fortune to which we-muſt ſubmit, and 
of which therefore we ought not to complain; ; 
but while Heaven continues to us Health and 
1 ranquility, let us gratefully employ theſe Bleſ- 
ſings in improving our Minds: This I take to 
be the rational Sacrifice of Beings like us, and 
that which will never ceaſe to be well pleaſing to 
the Author of our Faculties, and of our Exiſtence, 
according to the Arabian Proverb, That no In- 
cenſe bath ſo fragrant an Odeur as that which riſes 
frem geod Works. © 

Such an Introduction as this to a Man of your 
Temper, might have been eaſily ſpared; becauſe 
I am thoroughly perſuaded, that merely out of 
| Reſpect to a Friend, you would have undertaken 
what I am going to propoſe to you; tho? it had 
not been, as I perſuade myſelf it will be, much 
in your own Taſte, and what you will execute 
with Pleaſure; nay, on reading your laſt Letter 
to Celadon over again, I am inclined to fancy, 
that if T had walted a little longer, you would 
have offered ſomething of the ſame kind to me. 
But be that as it will, when you have read, and 
conſidered what I hall lay before you, you will act 
as you think proper; that is to ſay, you will tell 
me whether your Leiſure will permit ſuch an In- 
tercourſe as I deſire, o whether Buſineſs, or ſome 
better Plan of Amuſement, inclines you to think 
it inconvenient; in which caſe I ſhall come over 
to any Alternative you may jugde expedient, for 


I know that you like dlenels as little, if not leſs, 
than I do. 


In 
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In the Beginning of this Summer, a Gentle- 
man who came to viſit Leander, and who had 
been his School-fellow, enter'd into a Diſcourſe 
with me on the Merit of Hiſtorians, in which he 
was pleaſed to maintain what I then thought a 
Paradox, vz. That our ancient Hiſtorians were 
preterable to the Moderns ; this put me upon ex- 
amining into the true State of the Controverſy, 
in conſequence of which I am gone clearly over to 
his Opinion; neither can! help believing. that if the 
beſt of our old Writers were tranſlated carefully 
into Engliſh, the Matter would for the future be put 
beyond any Diſpute. For certainly that is the 
beſt Method of writing Hiſtory, which renders 
Hiſtory moſt uſeful. We ought not to read 
Books merely for Amuſement, or purely to crowd 
our Memories; the firſt is childiſh, and the latter 
pedantick. We read to ſupply our Want of Ex- 
perience; and as the wiſeſt Men have agreed, of all 
kinds of Reading, that of Hiſtory anſwers the 
End beſt, it follows, that the better the Hi- 
ſtories are we read, the ſooner and more effectually 
our Work will be done. 

But I would be glad to know, how theſe Ends 
of Inſtruction are anſwered by the modern Man- 
ner of Writing. What ſignifies it to me when 
a Battle was tought, or when ſuch a Parliament 
far, if I know nothing more of the Matter; or 
what Improvements can I make from the Hiſto- 
ries of Europe lately written from thoſe authen- 
tick Memoirs the Gazettes? It we conſider the 
Merit of Livy, Salluſt, Tacitus, or any other Hi- 
ſtorian in univerſal Eſteem, we ſhall find that 
this Merit conſiſts in making Hiſtory inſtructive, 
notin a bare jejune Relation of Facts. I do not 

| | 2 | however 
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however deny, that Annals and ſuch like Rela- 
tions carefully drawn up, may have their Uſes, 
for I know they have many, and thoſe very 


important; all I ſay is, they do not anſwer the 


great End of Hiſtory, by - conveying Expe- 
rience. This is the Reaſon why Men of Parts ad- 
dict themſelves ſtill to the Greek and Roman Hi- 
ſtories, and neglect Engliſb, which they will al- 
ways do till we have ſome Authors who ſet about 


the rectifying this Error, and introducing a pro- 


Per Method and Style in Hiſtory. 

Now, tho' I am far from imagining that it is in 
my Power 'to do much in this Way, yet I could 
not help deſiring to make ſome Experiment as to 
our ancient Hiſtory, how far it might be improv'd 
by rendering it more uſeful and more pleaſant to 


the Reader, and not ſuffering ourſelves to be led 


Captive, either by the Credit or the Arguments 
of certain ſpruce Critics, who are for burying in 
Oblivion the Deeds of their Anceſtors. It is 
amazing to me, that ſo great a Man as Sir Wil- 
liam Temple, and one who knew ſo well how to 
afford Hiſtory its moſt graceful Ornaments, came 
to entertain ſo ſtrange a Notion, as that there was 
little worth enquiring after earlier than the Ner- 
man Conqueſt ; but I perſuade myſelf that it was 
from the Conſideration of our Enghſhþ Writers that 
he yentured to advance this; for had he taken 
Pains to have made himſelf throughly Maſter of 
our ancient Hiſtory, he would ſurely have thought 

uite otherwiſe; becauſe know of no Charms in 
either the Geeek or Roman Authors, which might 
not appear in a juſt and genuine Detail of the 
Actions of our Anceftors. But if, with a View to 
dwell longer on late Affairs, we huddle up, as moſt 


of 
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of our general Hiſtorians have done, whatever 
paſſed before a certain Period of Time, there is 
no doubt to be made, but that we may pretend 
Obſcurity by way of Excuſe, and have perhaps 

a fair Chance of preventing Poſterity from ever 
rectifying ſo groſs an Error. | 

The digeſting Events into an eaſy and natural 
Order, cloathing them in proper Language and 
_ enlivening them with neceſſary Deſcriptions, and 
well-timed Obſervations, is ſo far from prejudicing 
Truth, that in Reality it both clears and recom - 
mends it. How many People, who would other- 
wiſe never have known any Thing of the Matter, 
owe a competent Underſtanding of that curious 
Part of the Roman Hiſtory, to Vertot's Revoluti- 
ons? What Multitudes were charm'd with Yol- 
taire's Hiſtory of Charles XII. of Sweden, and I 
could ſtill name a later Inſtance, the Memoirs of 
a certain Spaniſh Prime Miniſter ; yet in all theſe 
it is the Method which pleaſes, at leaſt as much 
as the Matter. Curioſity is inſeparable from human 
Nature, and there is nothing that delights Men ſo 
much as penetrating into the Secrets of Princes, 
and the private Affairs of great Men; neither is 
this Curioſity altogether ſo criminal as ſome may 
imagine; for if we read for Inſtruction, theſe are 
the Parts of Hiſtory in which we muſt find it. 
There are few of us have any Proſpect of becom- 
ing Stateſmen or Generals, and yet our private 
Affairs differ little from thoſe of Men with high 
Titles; conſequently, a Knowleflge of their Ma- 
nagement in theſe Things, may prove uſeful as 
well as entertaining: I mention this only as an 
Inſtance in one Point, I might go on to inſiſt on 
many others, but I haſten to a Cloſe. 


1 It 
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It is impoſlible, in a Courſe of Reading, but 
that different Men ſhould be ſtruck by different 
Objects, one admiring what another paſſes over 
and others. remarking what eſcaped the firſt. 
If therefore, amongſt Men of Parts and Learning, 
ſome would addict themſelves to a new modelling 
ſuch Parts of our Hiſtory as affect them moſt ; 
we might hope to ſee many Productions little in- 
ferior to Salluſt or Plutarch, or at leaſt as good as 
Jertot's or Voltaire''s. ] know that for ſome 
Months you have turn'd your Thoughts in a 
manner this Way, at leaſt you have rd Engl if 
Hiſtory aſſiduouſſy. Let us ſce the Fruits 5 it; 
let us know who is your Heroe; let us hear why 
he is ſo; and let us be inſtructed from your Ob- 
n ae how to eſtimate the Worth of our An- 
ceſtors, and to expreſs our Value for Them, both 
by our Eſteem and Imi tation. 

That I may provoke you to a Compliance with 
my Requeſt, I have ventur'd to ſend you a Speci- 
men of my own Labours ; trivial indeed, if you 
conſider the Manner in which I have executed my 
Deſign, but not altogether worthy of Notice, I 
hope, if you contemplate the Intention of it. For 
if to form juſt Notions of Government, Liberty, 
and true Glory ; if to vindicate the Reputation of 
an illuſtrious Perſon, too little, and too obſcure! 
known to Poſterity; if to excite Mankind to the 
Practice of Conſtancy, Fortitude, and a Con- 
tempt of ſenſual Pleaſures, be Recommendations 
to any kind of Writing, then the following Frag- 
ment will not be altogether deſpicable! ſuch as it is, 
I ſubmit it to your Cenſure, and only deſire that, as 
Occaſion ſerves, you will give me your Thoughts 
of it freely; and if you approve of my Project, 
afford me a Model, by ſending a Specimen in the 
fame Way. 
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TI will not ſwell this Pacquet with an unne- 
ceſſary Train of Compliments ; ; all who have any 
Connection with you, merit my Concern and 
the excellent Eliza, all the Regards the beſt. of 
Women and of Wives can deſerve; to which, 


what can I add more, but that I am with Leal” 
and Affection 


Your 1 and Servant, 


FLORIMOND. 


1 The HISTORY of 
BOADICE A, 


A BRITISH QUEEN. 


1 E RE. cannot be a falſer Step in Policy 
than to treat a whole People with Contempt, 


or to repoſe ſuch a Confidence in a military 
Strength, as ſhall quite extinguiſh all Reſpect tor 
the Civil Government. This was the Caſe in 
Britain, under the Reign of Nero; for the 
Officers of that Prince courting his Favour by 
a Likeneſs of Manners, a Deluge of Careleſſneſs, 
Cruelty and Corruption overwhelmed the Pro- 
vinces of the Roman Empire; inſomuch, that 
the Brave were driven upon Rebellion, and the 
Baſe into Deſpair. The People of. this Iſland, 
or rather this Part of the Iſland. were never ſb- 
jected, though they " ſubdued by the Romans, 
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that is to ſay, they were treated as Friends and 
Allies, and not as Servants, much leſs Slaves. 
But when the Roman Government itſelf degener- 
ated, it was no Wonder, the legal Form of Rule 
in ſo diſtant a Province ſhould ſuffer an extraor- 
dinary Change. It did fo, and the Conſequences 
were ſuch as might naturally have been expected, 

a general Revolt, prodigious Slaughter, and an in- 
conceivable Weakning both of the Britiſo Power, 
and of the Power of the Romans in Britain. 
In which Tranſactions there was however one very 
particular Circumſtance, that the Leader in this 
ſudden Revolution was a Woman. 

Praſutagus, King of the Iceni, was a Prince 
very conſiderable in Britain, as well on Account 
of his perſonal Merit, as of the Situation of his 
Dominions, the Number of his Subjects, their 
Progreſs in Arts, their Commerce and their 
Wealth. They were the Inhabitants of Suffolk, 
Norfolk, C . the Je of Eh, and 
County of Huntingdon, and by a long Peace, and 
intimate Correſpondence with the Romans, were 

in far better Condition than any of the reſt of the 
Brizons, either within or without the Roman Pro- 
vince. This King, when he came to die, being 
deſirous to fave both his Family, and his Subjects 
from any Alteration in their Circumflances, de- 
miſed his Dominions jointly to the Emperor Nero, 
and hisowntwo Daughters, leaving them under the 
Guardianſhip of their Mother, Queen Boadicea. 
His Strain of Policy, tho” fair and fine, yet prov- 
ed of little Force; for under Colour of perform- 
ing the Will, the Romans immediately took Poſ- 
ſeſſion of his Dominions, his Treaſure, and his 
very Palace. His Kinſmen, as they had juſtly. 
provoked them to become their Enemies, ſo they 
treated them, as it they had ſhown themſelves, 
already 
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already ſuch, for they im eng them, and ſeiz- 
ed their Eſtates. The Princeſſes his Daughters 
they deflowered, and when the Queen their Mo- 
ther, who was a Woman of great Spirit, expreſ- 
ſed Part of her Reſentment in Words ſuited to 
the Injury ſne had received, they forgetting all 
Reſpect due to her Age, her Sex, or her Dignity, 
whipped her with Rods. How wanton are Men 
in Power! and how forgetful of the Arm of Pro- 
vidence, and the Rage of a provoked People! _ 
I his injured Queen of the Leeni, whoſe Name 
is very differently written by the Roman, Greek, 
and Britiſh Authors, for all have mentioned her 
with Honour, was deſcended of an antient and 
royal Line, ſome think from Caffibelanus,, who 
oppoſed Julius Cæſar, and on Account of her 
great Wiſdom, had been intruſted with a large 
Share of the Government, by her Huſband in 
his Life-time. In her Perſon, ſhe was extreamly 
graceful, a tall ſtately Woman, of. a very fair 
Complexion, and her yellow Hair flowing be- 
hind her in long. and large Curls to the very 
middle of her Back. Her Education had been 
excellent, ſuch as gave the higheſt Poliſh to na- 
tural Abilities uncommonly ſtrong and lively. 
_ Her Temper equally fierce and reſolute, her Car- 
riage terrible towards her Enemies, moſt win- 
ning, moſt affectionate towards her Friends; nei- 
ther is this Character drawn from thoſe. who can 
any way be ſuſpected of Flattery, but from the 
Memoirs of Men, oppoſite to her in Intereſt, but 
whom the Love of Truth compelled to do this | 
Juſtice to her Virtues. Such was this Heroine, 
| ſuch the celebrated Boadicea,- who had well nigh 
put an End to the Roman Empire in Britain, and 
wiſſed but little of freeing her Countrymen "= 
| the 
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the Yoke of that People, who, after ſubduing a 
great Part of the World, were now themſelves 
ſubdued by their Vices. 

So long as her Misfortunes Rene to admit of 
no Remedy, ſhe bore them with Impatience, as 
diſdaining to conceal the juſt Senſe ſhe had of her 
ill Uſage. But when, by due Conſideration of the 
State of the Romans, and the "Temper of the 
Britons, ſhe grew perſuaded that Redreſs was 

racticable, Difſinmlation became a Dreſs fit for 
r. to wear; nor did ſhe heſitate at any Conduct 
that might render her uſeful to her « ountry. O! 

that Men would always think like this Woman, 
and believe thet there is nothing juſt or unjuſt, 
beautiful or ugly, but as it ſtands in relation to the 
common Welfare of Society! No Guards could 
then preſerve a Tyrant, or ſecure a fucceſsful 
Monſter from the Hand of a true Patriot. The 
firſt whom Boadicea ſifted, as to the Poſſibility of 
expelling the Romans, were certain Chiefs of her 
on Nation, who readily entertained the Motion, 
and promiſed to promote it to the utmoſt of their 
Power. Theſe Men kept their Words, they deſ- 
liminated their Reſentments through all their De- 
pendants, and by Degrees a ſeditious Spirit began 
to ſpread amongſt the Trinobanti, who were 
more immediately ſubject to the Romans, and 
who conſequently wanted not juſt Cauſes of Com- 
plaint. But before we proceed to ſpeak of the 
Conſequences of theſe Intrigues, it will be proper 
to take Notice of the Situation of the Roman 
Affairs in this Iſland at the Time 1 were 
carried on. 

The Governor of the 88 was Suetonius 
Paulinus, a Man of great Abilities, and of equal 
Reputation, a good Stateſman, but an excellent 
Soldier, 
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Soldier, ſevere in his Manners, and extreamly de- 
ſirous of maintaining the Glory, and extending 
the Empire of Rome. Cato Decianus, was Pro- 
curator or Receiver General of the Emperor 
Nero's Revenues, whoſe Character may be well 
drawn in a few Words; he was a fit Miniſter for 
ſuch a Monarch. Two Years had Suetonins Pau- 
linus govern'd with great Reputation, that is, in 
ſuch Matters as were in his Power; but as he was 
too much a Man of Honour to be in favour with 
his Maſter, fo to rid himſelf of Diſputes with the 
Procurator; and at the ſame Time to do ſomethin 
worthy of the Roman Name, he projected the 
Conqueſt of Mona, the Name then given to the 
Iſland we now call Angleſey. In this Expedition he 
employed about ten Thouſand Men, the ſtanding 
Force kept up by the Romans here being about 
forty Thouſand. The remaining thirty were dif- 
poſed in Guards and Garriſons, in ſuch a Man- 
ner as was held moſt convenient for maintaining the 
public Tranquility. Decianus with a conſiderable 
Force, was in the Country of the Iceni, where he 
rioted in all the Wantonneſs of Power; inſulting 
the Nobles, oppreſſing the Commons, and plun- 
dering All. As to the Reſt of the Roman Officers, 
they were moſt of them tainted with the Vices of 
the Times, and conſidered their Commands, ra- 
ther as Means of ſupporting Luxury, than as 
Poſts which merited their Attention. The Con- 
tagion had even ſeized the Soldiers, for Vice 
quickly deſcends, ſo that though they were Ro- 
mans in Name, yet their Manners were Aſiatick. 
Thus by their own Indiſcretion they were fitted 

for the Diſaſters they were to endure, and by 
affecting Eaſe too much, they ſacrificed the Means 
5 ö of 
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of Safety. A Thing too common when Peace 
_and Plenty have continued long. 

When all Things were ripe for taking the 
Field, the Britiſh Queen directed a Review of her 
Forces, and if all the Hiſtorians who treat ef this 
Affair, did not agree in it, one could ſcarce yield 
it Credit, that ſuch a Number could be draw tog e- 
ther at the firſt Riſing. for the Britons took the F ild 
with 120, 00 Me. It is true, that the Cauſes of 
this War were as great as of any other that we 
read of; they fought truly pro Aris, et Forts, and 
therefore all the Britiſb Lords contributed their ut- 
moſt, and the Druids allo did as much as lay in 
their Power to promote the Deſign. Prieſts diſ- 
obliged, are, and ever were the moſt dangerous of 
dangerous Perſons. In the preſent Caſe, their 
Craft was exceedingly in danger, the Romans beheld 
their Rites as impious, and had by Law forbid the 
Practice of them at Home. Paulinus was now en- 
gaged in the Deſtruction of their chief Seats in the 
Iſland of Mona; they were therefore engaged by all 
the Ties of Religion and Intereſt to urge on the 
People in this Cauſe, and it is unanimouſly agreed 
that they were not lukewarm in their Endeavours. 
The Rendezvous was in the Iſle of Ely, and as ſoon 
as their Chiefs had brought them together, the He- 
roine, who was to be their Leader in this War, 
aſcended the Tribunal of Turf, which, according 
to the Roman Cuſtom, had been ed on this 
Occaſion. She was dreſt . the beſt Advantage, 
and in the Amazonian Mode; in her right Hand, 
ſhe held a Lance, and in her Left, under her 
Robe, ſhe privately kept a Hare. Her Stature, 
and her Looks correſponded exactly with her 
Dreſs, and her Deſign, inſomuch that the Britons 


out- 
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ſhouted before ſhe ſpoke, conceiving her thus ar- 
rayed to reſemble the Goddeſs of Victory, the 
Deity by them principally worſhippet. 

To theſe Tranſports of Joy, a reſpectful Si- 
lence ſucceeded, and then with a clear and ſhrill 
Voice, Boadicea harrangued her Countrymen. We 
have her Speech at large in the Greek Hiſtorian 
Dio; the Critics indeed ſuſpect it to be of his 
own making, which with reſpe& to the Form 
may be true; but as to the Senſe, I am perſuaded 
that is the Queen's, becauſe I cannot apprehend 

the Hiſtorian could otherwiſe have touched on 
| ſome Particulars, Her Principal Aim in this 
Harangue was to convince the People, that the 
Deſign they were upon was practicable, and that 
Deſign ſhe boldly declared to be no leſs than 
the total Deſtruction of the Romans. To en- 
courage them in ſo dangerous an Undertaking, 
ſhe briefly ſet before them the Miſchiefs to which 
their Enemies lay expoſed, and the Advantages 
which they themſelves had; above all, ſhe in- 
veighed bitterly againſt Nero, as ſo feminine a 
Man, that even Women diſdained his Rule. 
a She thence fell upon the general Luxury of the 
Romans, and the Moderation and Hardineſs of 
the Britons, concluding that they were Wolves and 
Greyhounds, alluding to their Fierceneſs and 
Fleetneſs, whereas the Romans were either Foxes 
or Hares; and as ſhe pronouced this Word, ſhe 
let the Hare flip from under her Robe, which 
flying through the midſt of the People, they took 
it for a Signal Omen of Succeſs, and by ſhout- 
ing again, teſtified their Approbation of their 
Queen's Speech and Purpoſe. | 
Immediately the uſual Sacrifices were perform- 
ed, for when were unhallowed Wars <A 
| - Wit 
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with Victory? And then the Army ſet forward 
on their firſt Exploit, which was againſt the Co- 
lony at Camalodunum, now Maldon in Eſſex. This 
was one of the moſt flouriſhing of the Roman 
Settlements ; they had there erected a Temple to 
the Emperor Claudius, adorned the Place with a 

Variety of public Structures, as well as elegant 
private Buildings; delicious Gardens, ſhady Walks, 
pleafant Fountains, and ſtately bathing Places, en- 
riched this riſing City, one Thing only was want- 
ing, and that was a proper Fortification. A fatal 
Want! as the Britons who were ſettled in the 
Colony, inſtead of aſſiſting the Romans, joined 
with their Enemies, and ſoon forced the Garriſon 
to take ſhelter in the Temple of Claudius, where 
they hop'd they might be able to defend themſelves 
till they were reliev'd; but in this they were mi- 


ſerably miſtaken, their Enemies proving more vi- 
gilant, and their Friends more remiſs than could 


well be imagin'd. The Britons thought of no- 
thing but Slaughter and Deſtruction, giving no 
Quarter to any of the Romans who fell into 


their Hands. The Procurator, as great a Coward 


in Danger as a Bully when out of it, deſerted his 
Poſt, and retired into Gaul, having ſent no other 
relief than two Hundred Men to Camalodunum, 
which was juſt giving up that ſlender Supply to 
Slaughter, the Britons ſetting the Temple on Fire, 
and putting to the Sword every Man they found 
therein. After this, they vented their Fury on 
the Buildings, on the Groves, Gardens, Baths, 
and whatever other Marks of Roman Magnificence 
came within their View. Se ON 
But in the midſt of their Rage, they ſtill re- 
tain'd the Senſe of their Danger, in caſe the 
ninth Legion, which lay not far from thence, 
| ſhould 
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ſhould be ſupported by the neighbouring Garriſons, 
and then take the Field againit them; it was there- 
fore received as good News, when an Infgrmation 
came that Petilius Cerealis, who commanded that 
Legion, was advancing without waiting for any 
other 1roops,. in Hopes of relieving Camalodunum ; 
they immediately march'd out, in order to receive 
him, and falling unexpectedly on the Body of 
Troops he commanded, deteated them fo totally, 
that the Tribune was glad to retire precipitately 
with a Party of Horſe to his fortified Poſt, and 
leave the Foot which compoſed the Body of his 
Legion to the Mercy of the Enemy, who having 
ſurrounded them, cut them to Pieces, not ſuffer- 
ing ſo much as a ſingle, Man to efcape. By this 
unlucky Blow the Romans loſt at leaſt two thou- 
ſand of their beſt Infantry; and befides, it fo 
far raiſed the Reputation of the Britons, that their 
Army grew every Day more and more powerful; 
in Conſequence of which they executed ſtill great- 
er. Severities on ſuch of the Romans as fell into 
their Hands, and on all who remained faithful 
to them. Thus far the Britiſb Heroine carry'd 
all Things before her, and ſeem'd to bid fair for 
the Performance of her Promiſe, of freeing her 

Country from a foreign Yoke. 
In the mean Time Paulinus, the Roman Gover- 
nor, had better Succeſs in his Expedition, for 
after a long and painful March of two hundred 
Miles, he came to that narrow Channel which di- 
vides the Ifland of Mona or Angleſey from the 
Main. Having diſpoſed his Army in the beſt 
manner he could deviſe, he attempted the Paſſage, 
which was however attended with extraordinary 
Difficulties ; the . Britons were drawn up in valt 
Numbers on'the oppolite Shore, and between 
their 
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their Ranks were their Druids, bauling out Exe- 
crations againſt their Enemies, and Troops of 
Women running to and fro with Fire- brands in 
their Hands, and their Hair about their Ears. 
Such ſtrange Sights ſtupified the Roman Soldiers, 
till ſuch Time as their Commander, by a warm 
and eloquent Speech reſtor'd them to their Senſes, 


and their Courage, by making them apprehend, 


how unworthy it was of the Roman Name for 
them thus to ſtand at Gaze on a few Women and 
Wizards. The ſucceeding Engagement was ſharp 
and bloody, but in the End the Romans were vi- 
ctorious, and the whole Ifland thoroughly con- 
quer'd. Here as little Mercy was ſhown the Bri- 
tons as they had ſhown elſewhere; and if there 
was any Diſtinction in Severity the-Druzds felt it; 
all of them who fell into the Hands of the Ro- 


mans died without Mercy; their facred Groves, 


wherein they perform'd the ſolemn Rites of their 
Religion, were cut down and deſtroy'd, and all, 
imaginable Pains were taken to ſecure the Poſſeſſion 
of this new conquer'd Iſland; but before this 
could be fully compleated, Paulinus receiv'd the 
News of Boadicea's Revolt, and of the Slaughter 
of the Troops he had left behind him, which ob- 
liged him to turn his Thoughts another way, and 
immediately to make the neceſſary Diſpoſitions 


for marching back into the Heart of the Iſland. 


There could ſcarce be a more hardy or dange- 


rous Undertaking than this March, which the 


Roman General projected; he had ſcarce ten thou- 


ſand Men, and with theſe he was to paſs through 
a Country full of Enemies, in order to join the 


Ruins of the Roman Power, with a View to re- 
ſtore the preſent diſorder*d State of their Affairs. 


In its March he experienc'd. the Friendſhip and 


Fidelity 
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Fidelity of Cogedunus, a Britiſh King: this Prince 
had receiv'd many Favours, and a large Acceſſion 
of Territory from the Romans; he, in Gratitudez 
remained fixed to their Intereſt, and notwithſtand- 
ing the moſt preſſing Inſtances were made to him 
by his Countrymen, and the Situation of the Ro- 
man Affairs ſuggeſted ſuch Hopes, in caſe he had 
join'd Boagicea, of obtaining abſolute. Freedom, 
yet he remained as true to their Intereſt, when in = 
this declining Conditipn, .as when,, in Virtue. of 
their irreſiſtible Power, they firſt ſubdued: Princi- — 2 
palities, and then aſſign'd him their Conqueſts. = 
Through his Aſſiſtance Paulinus overcame all Dif- 
ficulties, and after a very, fatiguing March, ar- 
riv'd with all his Forces in the Neighbourhood of 
London, which ſtruck the Britons with Aſtoniſh- 
ment, and reviv'd the drooping Hopes of the Ro- 
mans. But as he drew nearer to the Danger, Pau- 
linus diſcover'd it to be greater than he had at firſt 
: imagined ; all the Motions of the Britih Army 
conteſting rather the Prudence of a conſummate 
Commander, than the haſty Reſentment of an un- 
experienc'd Woman; for which Reaſon. the Ro- 
man Officer thought it beſt to protract the Wars. 
The Britons approaching, compelled. Paulinus 
to come to a quick Reſolution as to the keeping 
or quitting his Poſt; without doubt he was very 
_ unwilling to leave a City ſo important to the Ro- 
mans, and in a manner inhabited by them; bur 
on the other Hand, his, Forces were far from be- 
ing numerous, and there was very little Corn in 
the Place. Alike incapable of fighting or ſuſtain- 
ing a Siege, he was conſtrained, whether he would 
or no, to quit the Place; before he did this, he 
cauſed Proclamation to be made, that ſuch of the 
| Londoners, as were willing to retire ſhould find 
55 ; 8 .  :- nn 


E. 
8 
. 
2 oy 


* 
2 — — — — 


338 The Rar IONAL AMUSEMENT. 
Safety in his Army, and that for the reſt, he 
could not be anſwerable for their Safety. Num- 
bers laid hold of this Occaſion to withdraw, and 
many more eſcaped privately, by crofling the Ri- 
ver; as for thoſe'who remained, they were totally . 
deſtroy'd, for Boadicea and her Forces knew not 
what it was to think of Mercy. In all theſe Cru- 
elties, the Druids are ſaid to have had a great 
Share; but perhaps the Reports of Enemies ought 
not to be receiv*d as circumſtantially true. Thus 
much however ſeems to be certain, that Boadicea 
completely ruin'd by Fire and Sword Camalodu- 
num, London, and Verulam: that is, a Roman Colo- 
ny, a Britih City, inhabited in a great meaſure 
by Romans, and a Municipal Town, which, tho” 
its Citizens were Britons, yet were they Freemen 
of Rome; and in theſe three Places, this Queen 
and her Army ſlaughter'd not leſs than Eighty 
thouſand Perſons, a prodigious Number, if we 
conſider the Narrowneſs of its Compaſs; and 
therefore we may be aſſured, that this Part of 
the Iſland at this Time was thoroughly peopled. 
But theſe deſperate Exceſſes were not of worſe - 
Conſequences to the Romans, who ſuffered them, 
than to the Britons, who acted them: Licentiouſ-- 
neſs is always fatal to ſuch as practiſe it, and ſo it 
prov'd here; for having recited the ill Uſes the 
Britons made of their Victories, we ſhall hence- 
forward have no more Victories to relate. _ 
Paulinus, in quitting London, provided for the 
Safety of his own Army, and therein for the 
Hopes of the Romans; for had he been-conquer'd, 
there is no Doubt the Iſland of Britain had been 
entirely loſt. He bent his March, as the beſt 
2" Writers agree, Weſtward, in order, if it had been 
pPoſſible, to have joined the ſecond Legion, who 
bl To | = Were 
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were ſtation'd among the Silures, and whoſe near- 
eſt Quarters were in Herefordſhire. This, without 

doubt, was a prudent Meaſure, and yet it failed 
him, for Boadicea with her Forces purſued him 
briſkly, and Poſthumus, who commanded the ſe- 
cond Legion, alſolutely refuſed to obey his Gene- 
ral's Orders, who commanded him to advance. 
Paulinus therefore ſeeing a Battle was not to be a- 
voided without Shame, thought only of chu- 
ſing a Field where it might be fought with leaſt 
Hazard, which at length he found; but where, 
none of our Hiſtorians expreſly ſay: ſome are for 
Saliſbury. Plain: but this does net agree with the 
Deſcription which Tacitus gives us of this Battle, 
wherein his Hero Agricola was in Perſon. All there- 
fore that we can ſay is, that this Field muſt have 


been open for at leaſt five or ſix Miles, at one End, 


and narrow at the other, with Woods on eh 
Side; for this was the Situation which induced the 
Roman General to fight, becauſe it ſecur'd him 
from the Danger of being ſurrounded, by covering 
his Flanks. . As for Boadicea, ſhe minded not this 
Advantage which the Enemy obtained, for be- 
ing perſuaded, that Victory would always attend 
her, ſhe was only deſirous of Fighting, without 
minding where, or upon what Terms. This Paſ- 
ſion ſhe had now an Opportunity of gratifying, 
for Paulinus making a ſudden Stand, ſhow'd plain- 
ly enough that he had alter'd his Intentions, and 
that finding it fcarce poſſible to retreat to the ſe- 
cond Legion, he was determin'd to = and end 
the Quarrel rec” 4 
Mott evident it is, from the Speech of Boadicea, 
that ſhe was charm'd with this Reſolution in the 
Enemy, and thought herſelf now ſecure of car- 


* ing her darling * the utter Deſtruction 
J 
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of the Romans. Indeed Appearances favoured her 
Opinion; moſt of the Britiſ Nations were now 
at her Command, and even a Scotifh King, with 
a very 8 derable Body of his hardy Country- 
men, fought under her Banner; the Number of 
her Troops is ſaid not to have fallen ſhort of two 
hundred and thirty thouſand, whereas, if the Roman 
Authors do not miſtake, the Troops under Pauli- 
nus were not more than ten thouſand ; but then 
they had the Advantage of being well armed, and 
excellently diſciplin'd. Boadicea drew up her For- 
ces herſelf in a broad Front, conſiſting of as 
many Battalions as there were Nations in her Ser- 
vice, in an open Chariot accompanied by her 
two Daughters ; ſhe paſſed from Battalion to 
Battalion, encouraging them by a vehement Speech 
to make an End of. the Diſpute, and by a con- 
quering theſe Romans, effectually to aſſert their 


own Freedom. The more to encourage them ſhe 


ut them in Mind of their former Victories, and 


of the Terror thereby impreſſed on the Enemy, 
ſome of whom ſhe obſerved could not be drawn 


out of their.) fortified Poſts, and even thoſe they 


ſaw before them did not think of fighting till 


they could fly no farther. ++ On the other Hand, 


Paulinus diſpoſed his Foot in three Columns, and 
having a confiderable Body of Horſe, placed them 
on the Wings, with a good Body of Reſerve in 
che Vacancy. between the Woods on their Flanks. 


The Britons, on the contrary, had no Reſerve, but 


inſtead thereof a ſtrong Barricado of Waggons 


and Carriages, whereon their Women and Chil- 


uren might ſtand to behold the Triumphs of the 
Day. The Oration of Paulinus was very ſober 
and Soldier-like: he told his Army freely, that 
* * eaten all in chis „ but he 


told 
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told them at the ſame Time, that Succeſs was by 


no means impoſlible, ſince the mighty Advantages 


of military Skill and Diſcipline were on their 
Side; whereas the Britons were only rudely fierce, 
and knew not how either to gain any Advantage 
to themſelves, or to provide againſt any Superio- 
rity their Enemies might by their Conduct obtain. 
Theſe neceſſary Preparations diſpatched, the Armies 
wanted nothing but that Signal, which by giving 
a Looſe to ren Reſentments, was to dye the Field 
with Blood, and end a Quarrel amongſt Men; 


by a Method which would better become Beaſts. 
The Britons began by a bold and briſk Charge, 
which the Romans received with great Steadineſs, 


and without ſhewing any Impreſſion: but when the 


Ardour of the Britons began to abate, then the Ro- 
mans charged at once on all Sides with prodigious 
Execution. The Britons however fought it our 
bravely till towards Evening, when they were to- 


tally routed, and then they found the great Mi- 


ſtake they had made in hedging themſelves in 


with Waggons, for by this falſe Step they were 
in the Condition of wild Beaſts caught in Toils, 
expoſed to the Rage of implacable Enemies, and 
after being overcome in Fight, incapable of ſeek- 
ing Safety by flying; a woeful Calamity, more eſ- 
pecially if we conſider how well the Romans knew 
to improve every favourable Gircumſtance. In 
this Caſe the Carnage was exceſſive, not leſs 
than eighty thouſand Men periſhed in the Field 
of Battle, with the ſmall Loſs of four hundred 
Romans, if their Authars did not miſtake in theſe 
Numbers. Such was the fatal Iſſue of this un- 
fortunate Battle; all irregular Forces once Beaten 
fight no more: chis was the Caſe with the Britons; 
they. — for themſelves as well as they could, , 
-v 2 TY 
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and ſubmitted to thoſe Chains which they were 
ſo near ſhaking off. 

As for Boadicea, * her Heart was too great to al- 
low her to grace a Roman Triumph ; ſhe therefore 
diſpatch'd herſelf by Poiſon; and the laſt Act of 
Patriotiſm in the Hritons, was giving her a pub- 
lick Funeral, and building her a ſtately Monu- 
ment ; but whether this was Stone-henge, as the in- 
genious Mr. Bolton conjectures, I pretend not to 
decide. Without doubt the beſt Monument they 

could raiſe fell ſhort of her Merit. The Intention 
of reſtoring Freedom to her Country, groaning 
under the Load of a foreign Uſurpation, ought 
to conſecrate her Memory to all Poſterity, and 
make her conſider'd as a Saint and Martyr, by 
all free Britons of every Church. What Num- 
bers of puſillanimous Kings, who tamely yielded to 
the Roman Power, are juſtly buried in Oblivion? 
May no Memorial of Exiſtence be beſtow'd on 
ſuch royal Slaves! But let the Name of Boadicea 
be for ever glorious; let eternal Honours wait on 
the Protectreſs of Britiþh Freedom; and let this 
devout Reverence teach us, that the moſt cruel 
Death is preferable in the Cauſe of Liberty, to the 
beſt Life that can be led without it. 


* N. 8 


This Battle wagfought 4. D. 63. 
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LETTER I. 
PHAON #” FLORIMOND. 


Receiv'd and read with the utmoſt Satisfaction 
your kind Letter, as well as the entertaining 
Hiſtory incloſed therein. I ſhewed them both to 
Celadon, who was at my Houle, laſt Week, and 
who approved them, as he does all Things which 
come from you, Lady Sophia's Fever has left 
her, and ſhe advances happily in her Pregnancy. 
I fay no more of this Family, becauſe, in a, few 
Days, you will have an Epiſtle from Celadon him- 
felt, with a ſhort Hiſtory in your own Way. I 
proceed now to a ſuccinct and ſincere Account of 
my own Application to the Br:7ifo Hiſtory, which 
'however trivial, I flatter myſelf will not offend 
r BF. WP 
When I was very young I had a ſtrong Paſſion 
for this kind of Reading : the Gentleman who 
had the Care of my Education was a Foreigner, 
but for all that he encouraged me in nothing more 
than in this kind of Study. By his Advice I 
read Camden's Britannia very carefully, and at the 
ſame Time I ſtudied attentively the largeſt Maps 
of the ſeveral Counties that could be procured. 
Next I peruſed a ſhort Syſtem of Briti/h Hiſtory, 
which is ſaid to be Dr. HowePs, though ſo far as 
I remember, there is no Author's: Name in the 
Title Page of the Book. This Introduction was 
a great Favourite with my Inſtructor, and I think 
not without Reaſon: for having lately peruſed * 
2 by 


Was $peed, after 
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I can ſafely ſay, that it is not only the plaineſt, 
but by far the moſt perfect Abridgment of our 
General Hiſtory that is extant; and I yery much 
wonder that it is not more generally known and 
eſteemed, ſuch Performances being of great Uſe 
to young People. The next Author J read 
Hain Camden's Annals of the Reign 
of Queen Elizabetb, and Fchard's Hiſtory of 
England, where the chief Sources of my Know- 
ledge, though I have occaſionally read other Pieces 
of "Engli % Hittory, particularly Clarendon and 
Burnet, Sir William Temple's Memoirs, and a Lite 
of Queen Anne in two Volumes. | | 
on to you, that till the Beginning of this 
Summer J was pretty well ſatisfied with this 
Stock of ſuperficial Knowledge; it ſerved well 
enough to ſupply my Occafians in common Con- 
verſation; nor was 1 much at a Loſs in reading 
our Political Pamphlets: but viſiting a Neighbour 
of mine, whoſe Sons are under the Tuition of a 


Scots Gentleman, he quickly convinced me both 


of my Ignorance, and of the Miſchief it did me. 
For the Sake of keeping up Diſcourſe in a more 
lively and inſtructive Way, I was wont to debate 
with him ſome Political Points, in which his Opi- 
nions appeared to me a little ſingular. This ob- 
liged him, tho* -otherwiſe'very modeſt, to diſplay 
His Knowledge in the Hiſtory and Policy of his 
.own Country, which he did in ſuch a manner, as 

filled me with an earneſt Deſire of applying my- 
felf to the Study of the Britiſh Hiſtory, in a 
regular Way. I conſulted him as to the pro- 
per Method, and he adviſed me firſt to read 
Hollingſbead, as the only Hiſtorian that had un- 
dertaken to give the Enghfh, Scottiſh, and Iriſh 


* in one Body. | 7 his was a pretty tight 


Taſk.; 


* 
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Talk; however I was ſo eager about it, that I 
went through i it in a Couple of Months. 

When I had conquer'd this voluminous: Work, 
I return'd to my Hiſtorical Guide, who after dif 
courſing me on its Contents, adviſed me to read 
all the original Writers of our Hiſtory in a Chro- 
nological Series, beginning with Cildas, and ſuch 
Fragments of ancient Scots and Iriſo Writers as 
are yet extant. In order to facilitate this Under 
taking, he gave me a Scheme of the Authors I 
was to read, and lent me the Books; but what I 
think myſelf moſt obliged to him for, is this 
Rule, to read the compleat Hiſtory of the Iſland 
at once. By this Method I ſaw the Connection 
the Engliſh, Scottiſh, and Iriſh Affairs, had with 
each other in every Period, and by examining 
nicely the Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory, I readily: ſaw 
how the Spirit of Religion evaporated, as the 
Power of Churchmen increaſed: ' He likewiſe ob- 
liged me to give cloſe Attention to the [Hiſtory 
of the Laws, firſt of the Britons, then of the Scots, 
and next of the Saxons ; and lower than this I am 
not yet come. I mult freely acknowledge that 
at firſt, this was a very troubleſome and grating 
Taſk, inſomuch that Þ would very willingly have 
avoided ir, but my Preceptor found a Method of 
reviving my Application, which will make you 
ſmile. One Day, when I was complaining to him 
of the Crabbedneſs of this Study, he made me no 
other Anſwer than this, The Ladies tell me, Phaon, 
you play extremely well at Ombre: I am ſure 
khat learning that Game to a Degree of Excel- 
lence, muſt have coſt you more Time and Trou- 
ble than is neceſſary to the underſtanding the 
Saxon Laws, without which a Man muſt be a 
Novice in the * of our Conſtitution, 


take 


> 
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take on Truſt whatever is told him of the moft 
important Point in the World next to his Salva- 
tion, or at beſt depend on the bong Fide of Tran- 
ſlators, which he will find too often a ſlender Se- 
curity. Rouſed by this gentle Reproof, I return- 
ed with new Vigour to that Study which I had 
before reſolved to deſert, and am now engaged in 
it much to my Satisfaction. There is a Seaſon in 
Life when the more ſolid and ſevere Branches of 
Learning ſtrike our Taſte, and then we deſpiſe 
the light and airy Trifles which before took up 
our Thoughts. 52 15 | 1204 
As J am ſtill but a Scholar, you cannot expect 
from me any finiſned Performance; but that you 
may not be. diſappointed abſolutely, I have in- 


| cloſed the Outlines of a Hiſtory, to which if I 


could have done Juſtice, it would certainly. have 
been worthy your Peruſal; as it is, it will ſuffi- 
ciently ſhow, that our Anceſtors in all Parts of 
the Iſland were not at all barbarous eight hundred 
Years ago; and that the Courſe of Events then and 
now differ, not ſo much as we are apt to imagine, 
either in Policy or Politeneſs. Indeed I ſhould not 


have had the Courage to have ſubmitted it: to 


your Peruſal, had it not been firſt read by my 
kind Inſtructor, who was pleaſed in ſome Places 
to retouch it, as I am afraid you will but too 
plainly perceive. As it is, it is at your Service, 


and when in my Power to ſend you a better 
| Preſent, you may depend on my good Will. 


- Theſe Sort of detach'd Pieces of Engliſb Hi- 
ſtory, are in my Judgment a new kind of Writ- 


ing, equally amuſing and inſtructive, and alike 


fitted for the Peruſal of thoſe who are, and 


| thoſe who are not, acquainted with this fort of 


Learning, I really wonder, that conſidering the 
* c great 


2 
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great Variety of curious and pleaſant Stories that 
occur, eſpecially in our ancient Writers, no Col- 
lection of this Sort hath been already made. The 
ſhort Narrative you have written 1s ſufficient to ſhow 
how the moſt intricate Parts of our) Hiſtory may 
be ſet in a clear Light, ſo as to be read with 
Pleaſure inſtead of Pain, as they really are in the 
Stile of our old Chronicles. Beſides Numbers of 
our Monkiſh Writers, who are to polite Perſons 
inſupportable, contain vaſt Treaſures of pleaſant 
Reading this Way, the more pleaſant becauſe he- 
ing drawn out of Latin, they are in a manner 
new to moſt of the Perſuers of our Hiſtory, many 
of them being ſuch as even the beſt Writers in 
our own Tongue had no Opportunity of conſult- 
ing. To'theſe might be added ſuch Aſſiſtances 
as can be drawn from the Peruſal of ſuch foreign 
Writers as have touched upon the Engliſßʒ Story, 
I mean ancient Writers, ſome of whom, ſuch as 
Froiſſard and Monſtrelet, were well acquainted with 
it; but as to the Moderns, they are never to be 
regarded, they know nothing of onr Manners, 
and they ſeem to be incapable of being made ac- 
quainted with them, as appears from a late cele- 
brated Hiſtory, which notwithſtanding all its 
Fame, is fuller of Faults than of Pages, and the 
Memoirs of Count Polnitx, wherein there are two 
ſuch Stories of Engliſb Highwaymen, as any En- 
gliſb School-Boy would laugh at. But I find I 
am digreſſing farther than. ought, and therefore 
to prevent being tedious, I will return without 
Ceremony into wy old Road. 5 


Leander wrote me a Letter Yeſterday, - by whioh 
he informs me, that his Brother is ſomewhat 
better, and that if he continues ſo, he intends to 
return Home next Week. In that Caſe I think 


Me iS 


— 


The RATTIOWAIL AMUSEMENT. 

you might employ him this Way; methinks the 
Hiſtory of King Arthur, illuſtrated with the 
Poems of ſome of our Britiſb Bards, would be a 
Taſk that would ſuit him extreamly well, and at 
the ſame Time afford us a great deal of Pleaſure. 


I fancy there is a great deal of true Hiftory buried 


under thoſe Loads of Fables that have been diſ- 
perſed concerning this King; and it would be do- 
ing Juſtice to his Memory, and at the ſame Time 
obliging the Publick, if any judicious Pen would 
attempt to fift the true and the probable, from 
the falſe and extravagant; he would then be an 


| hiſtorical Monarch; whereas at preſent he is no 


more than the Hero of a Romance. My Paper 
forbids me troubling you with any more of my 
Remarks; and therefore, with the ufual Compli- | 


ments to —_— and F amily, I remain 


22 2 þ 8 oft; Tous Friend and Servant, 


PHAO N. 
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B K A 'G. M * N 2 


Containing the 8 T © R Y of 


Ong B "= R T. 


King of the Baf avis, in the oth m 
and Reſtorer of the Mos 8. | 


T is certainly a Tribute juſtly due to W Me. 
mory of learned Men, aſſiduouſly to preſerve 
the Knowledge of whatever may do them no, 
We owe a grateful Remembrance to all ſuch as 
have diſtinguiſhed themſelves in uſeful Arts, but 
above all to ſuch as have cultivated Learning, 
and encouraged learned Men; becauſe ſuch are the 
common Parents of Arts and but for them all 
kinds of Science would Won ſink into Oblivion. 
Yet fuch a ſtrange Fatality there is in the 
long continued Envy of our Siſter Univerſities, 
that their reſpective Sons, for the Sake of im- 
peaching each other's Antiquity, have done their 
utmoſt to convert the faireſt Hiſtory into Fable, 
and by a ſurprizing Perverſion of Ingenuity and 
Letters, have ſtruggled hard to ruin the Credit of 
thoſe Princes with Poſterity, to whom the Seats 
of the Muſes have ſtood moſt indebted. 2 
| | this 
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this prepoſterous Conteſt is owing my calling this 
a Fragment, ſince the little I have to ſay of Sigt- 
bert is pick'd up here and there, no proper Pains 
having ever been taken to tranſmit his Life and 
Reign to our Offspring, or to Foreigners, and 
therefore pick'd up, that at leaſt it might appear 
one grateful Man, at the Diſtance of ten Ages, had 
a juſt Regard for his Virtues,” and was deſirous, as 
far as in his Power lay, to render them conſpi- 
CUOUS. E a 

There is ſome Diſpute about this Prince's 
Birth, but on the Credit of Leland, I think it 


may be aſſerted, that he was the Son of Redwald, 


King of the Eaſt Saxons. This Monarch, it ſeems, 
had an elder Son, whoſe Name was Zrpwald, - 
his defign'd Succeſſor in his Kingdom. What 
the Temper of this young Prince was, appears 
not clearly at this Diſtance ; this only we know, 
that in the Eſtimation of the People, he fell 
much ſhort of his younger Brother Sigibert; and 
therefore, to prevent any Diſputes that might hap- 
pen on his Demiſe, Redwald directed his Son Si- 
gibert to quit his Kingdom, and to travel into 
France; during his Continuance there, the young 
Prince, excited purely by his own Genius, applied 
himſelf to his Studies with ſuch Aſſiduity, that he 
ſoon became diſtinguiſhed, even among {the Learn- 
ed themſelves, and if we may rely on the Teſti- 
mony of Foreigners, there are ſtill ſome original 
Letters of his to a certain learned Biſhop, whoſe 
Name was: De/iderius, preſerved in the Library of 
the Abbey of St. Gall in Switzerland. This is cer- 
tain, from the unconteſted Authority of Beda, that 


While he lived in France he obtained the Character 


of a moſt learned and pious Man, 


While 


=” 
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While Sigibert made ſuch a Progreſs in his Stu- 
dies abroad, great Confuſion happened at Home. 
His Father Redwald who had been baptized, re- 
lapſed into Heatheniſm at the Requeſt of his 
Wife, and as ſome ſay, tolerated not only both 
Religions, but both in the ſame Church. On his 
Demiſe Erpwald his Son ſucceeded, who purſued 
the ſame kind of Policy, and after a ſhort and 
uneaſy Reign, was murder'd by his People; after 
which followed much Difturbance, great Rapine, 
Bloodſhed, and all the Miſeries which uſually at- 
tend a lawleſs Anarchy, till at length, about the 


Year 636, the People wearied, with the want of 
Government recalled Sigibert, and raiſed him to 


the Throne of his Anceſtors, after a long Exile. 


He was no ſooner ſeated on the Throne, but 
he projected within himſelf, the correcting the diſ- 
ſolute Manners of his Subjects, by reſtoring Re- 
ligion and Learning, which by Degrees, and with 
the Aſſiſtance of ſeveral famous Men, both Na- 
tives and Foreigners, he in fome Meaſure effected. 
There was at this Time in England one Felix, a 
Native of Burgundy, a pious, charitable Prieſt, 
who came into this Ifle purely to preach the 

Goſpel; this Man Honorius Archbiſhop of Canter- 
bury, conſecrated a Biſhop, and ſent him to teach 
the Eaſt Angles, which he did with great Indu- 
ſtry and Devotion, and chiefly by his Aſſiſtance it 
was that King Sigibert reſtored Piety and Civili- 
ty amongſt his People. As both the King and 
the Biſhop had been educated in France, they en- 

deavoured to reduce all Things as near as they 
could to thoſe Models, which in their Judgment 
came neareſt to Perfection, that is, the Seminaries 
of Er wherein they had ſtudied. 


The 
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The Place where Felix fixed his See was Dun- 
wh in Suffolk, which we muſt not too haftily 
paſs over, ſince its preſent Condition is ſufficient 
to remind us, that Hiſtory is not always to be 
contradicted on account of ſeeming Improbabili- 
ties. Whoever views the Village of that Name 
at this Day, will ſcarce give Credit to what is re- 
corded of it in the black Book of Eh, one of the 
oldeſt and moſt authentick MSS. in England, 
viz. That once it had two and fifty Pariſh Chur- 
ches; but perhaps he would grow more tractable 
on hearing, that a little before the Time of John 
Stowe, there were in that Place fix Pariſh Chur- 
ches, two Monaſteries, a Houſe belonging to the 
Knights-Templars, two - Hoſpitals, and three 
Chapels; and that in his Time there were left on- 
ly the Churches of St. Peter, and All-Saints, the 
Sea having borrowed the reſt, together with 
Part of a Foreſt in the Neighbourhood. The 
ſame induſtrious Antiquary reports, that he had 
ſeen · Pieces of Silver Money coined there, and in- 
ſcribed with theſe Words, Civitas Dumwich. T lie 
good Biſhop Felix remained here eighteen Years, 
leaving behind him, amongſt other Marks of his 
Piety, a publick School, which he erected at a 
lace called Felixſtowe, now called Flxſftow. 

As for King Sigibert, he fixed his Royal Seat 
at Soam in the Iſſe of Ely, and is preſumed to 
have placed the Academy he ſettled and endowed 

| at Cambridge, not far from Grantcheſter, an ancient 
7 ins, where it is reported, the 
before had publick Schools. It 


Britons had lon 


muſt be admitted, that there is a good deal of 

Obſcurity in the Account given us of this Event, 
by ſuch as would date the Commencement of the 

Univerſity of Cambridge, _ the > Schodls foun - 
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ed by this Prince; but withal, the Thing is not 
fo utterly unfounded as the Advocates for Oxford 
would have us believe. Beda, who relates the 
Foundation by Sigibert, does not expreſly ſay where 
it was; but in another Part of his Works, he ad- 
mits that the antient City of Grantchefter lay then 
in Ruins; and as there are very antient Authorities 
in ſupport of the common Opinion, that Cam- 
bridge really was the Place where the Schools men- 
| tioned by Beda were fixed, I cannot think it any 

great, Error to believe the Thing to be ſo, eſpe- 
cially, ſince we have the Teſtimony of Polydore 
Virgil, who being an Italian, and a Stranger, may 
be thought a very impartial Witneſs in this Con- 
troverſy; as alſo the direct Aſſertion of Leland, 
whom all who know his A will allow « 
competent Judge. 

Be this as it will, the Reputation « Sigibert, 
as the Reſtorer of the Muſes, is not at all affected, 
for though many have queſtioned the Place where, 
yet all agree that ſome public Schools were inſtituted 
by him, and that he took great Care to procure 
the beſt Maſters to teach the young Men whom 

he maintained, whilſt they followed their Studies, 
He alſo deviſed good Laws for regulating civil 
Affairs amongſt his Subjects, and wrought man 
other uſeful Regulations during the ſhort Space of 
his Reign, which did not much exceed three 
Years. Furſæus, a learned and pious Man, de- 
ſcended of a noble Scots Family, coming into 
England, and applying himſelf to King Sgibert, 
he gave him the Caſtle of Burgh in Suffolk, 
$2! he built a Monaſtery, into which, after 


ſettling all the Affairs of the Kingdom, and re- 


ſigning his Crown to his Kinſman Erie, che King 
. retired about the Year 638. 


143 : vac 
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It is apparent, from the Hiſtories of thoſe 
Times, that the wiſeſt Princes, when fatigued 
with the Cares of a Crown, were wont to take 
this Method of obtaining Reſt. It ſeems too, 
that they were not wholly uſeleſs to their Subjects, 
but on the contrary, partly by their excellent ' 
Diſcourſes, and more eſpecially by their exempla- 
ry Conduct, they inſpired them with ſtrong Defires 
of emulating their Virtues, and of leading pure and 
pious Lives. In this, though there might be 
ſome Mixture of Superſtition, yet there certainly 
was a great deal of Humility, and Contempt of 
ſenſual Pleaſure; ſo that we ought not haſtily to 
cenſure either as weak Men, or furious Bigots, 
all ſuch Princes as changed their Crowns for Cowls. 

But though by this Means King Sigibert pro- 
vided againſt moſt of thoſe Impediments which 
hinder Princes from enjoying quiet Lives, yet 
could he not ſecure himſelf from a ſudden, and 
violent Death; for Penda, King of Mercia, in- 
vading the Eaſt Angler, King Egfric diſtruſting 
the Forces he had raiſed, as not ſufficient to en- 
counter the Enemy, would needs perſuade King 
Sigibert to leave his Monaſtery, in order to come 
and encourage his Soldiers; which, tho' very unwil- 
lingly he did, and there, together with the King his 
Coulin, was ſlain by his barbarous Enemies, tho' 
he had no other Arms in þis Hand than a white 
R This Event happened in the Tear 
652. | | N 
It is clear enough, from the Manner of this 
Prince's Death, that he was equally beloved, and 
revered by his Subjects, otherwiſe they would 
not have deſired his Preſence on ſuch an Occaſi- 
on. He likewiſe deſerves to be commended for 
the Care he took in reſtoring public Schools, be- 
1 TE 2 cauſe 
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cauſe it imprinted a Deſire of Imitation in the 
Minds of ſucceeding Monarchs; for ſome of our 
ancient Hiſtorians inform us, that as Alfred the 
Great re-edified Oxford, ſo his Son, Edward the 
Elder, reſtored Sigibert's Foundation at Cambridge. 
Such ſmall Beginnings had that flouriſhing Seat 
of the Muſes, whence ſo many truly great Men, 
and illuſtrious Ornaments of this Nation have 
come forth, and which we may well hope is ſtill 
in a Condition to produce many more. 


8 - 8 "ER * Py 
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LETTER II. 


CELADON # FLORIMOND. 


Read with exceeding Pleaſure your Letter to 

- Phaon, and the little Hiſtory of Boadicea, in- 
cloſed therein. I agree with you entirely as to 
the ancient and modern Hiſtorians, and declare 
to you that I think the Life of Alfred the Great, 
written by his Chaplain, an infinitely betrer Piece 
than the laboured Life of that Prince by Spelman. 
However, I muſt allow that there is, and ought 
to be a Difference between ſuch kind of Memoirs, 
and regular Hiſtories: to enter into the Particulars 
of this would be tedious ; and beſides, Ican com- 
municate my Meaning to you in few Words; they 
ought to differ as much as the Lives of Plutarch 
do, from the ' Hiſtory of Dzodorus Siculus; many 
Subjects are common to both, and yet in the Man- 
ner of handling, are made particular to each. 
It is a great Pity, as you ſay, that ſome of our old 
| 1 Writers 


/ i 
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Writers are not tranſlated, and tranſlated with 
Life and Spirit. If a Perſon equal to the Taſk 
would publiſh a Volume in this Kind, in the Man- 
ner that Mr. Hearne did, with a proper Preface 
and Notes, I do not doubt but he would meet 
with as good Encouragement. There are through- 
out England at leaſt four or five hundred Perſons 
curious as to Eugliſb Hiſtory, eſpecially if written 
in their Mother Tongue, and thoſe would readily 
join to reward the Pains of any capable Perſon 
who employed himſelf in this Way. But enough 


of this: let me now return to the Plan you laid 


down, which | think a very good one, and equally 
fitted for Inſtruction and Entertainment. Ex- 
perience derived to us from our Anceſtors is moſt 
natural, and to an honeſt, well-meaning Briton, 
Britiſh Stbries furniſh the moſt pleaſant A muſe- 
ment. 2 ; 


Of theſe various Hiſtories, I think we may 


- well diſtinguiſh three ſeveral Kinds; by this I 
mean, that there are three Sorts of Lives proper 


to be written after this Manner, and though I am 


perſuaded you are a better Judge of this Matter 
than I, yet I will mention them to you with that 


Freedom there ought to be between Friends. 
In the firſt Place, I think Time cannot be better 
employed, than in reſcuing from Oblivion, the 


Exploits of remarkable Perſons, with whoſe Charac- 


ters in general the World rings, and yet hath but 


a very ſuperficial. Knowledge of the Particulars 


which concern them. For Inſtance, we know 
well enough that Edgar Atheling was the lawful 
Heir of the Engliſo Crown, when William Duke 


of Normandy ſeized it in right of the Sword; but 
as to the ſubſequent Adventures of this unfortu- 
nate Prince, though they are far from being un- 


worthy 
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worthy of Notice, yet I do not know that they were 
ever collected as I could wiſh they were. The Name 
of John of Gaunt is in every Mouth, and a great 
deal is ſaid of that ambitious and ſtirring Prince, | 
in all our general Hiſtories; yet where ſhall we 
find this Life regularly written. I might ſay the 
fame of Humphry, the good Duke of. Gloucefter, 
whoſe Memory ſtands more indebted to Shakeſpear 
than any of our Eugliſbo Hiſtorians, though he 
was one of the worthieſt Exgliſpmen that ever ex- 
iſted. This then is my firſt Claſs; and though I 
am far from imagining I am well verſed in this 
Sort of Learning, yet could I furniſh a Liſt of at 
leaſt fifty ſuch Inſtances, if I knew any body to 
whom they would be acceptable in the Light 
wherein I have mentioned them. 

The ſecond ſhould conſiſt of ſuch as there 
15 juſt Reaſon to believe. have been tranſmitted in 
falſe Lights to Poſterity. © Truth is the Soul of 
Hiſtory, and he who can recover any loſt Cir- 
cumſtances thereof, deſerves in; A particular Man- 
ner the Thanks of the Public. After your Spe- 
cimen of Boadicea, I ſhould be glad to ſee you 
try your Skill on the Story of Merlin. It is a 
Shame to ſee that great Man treated daily like a 
Dr. Fauſtus, for the Diverſion of the great Vul- 
gar, and the Small. I have often had Doubts a- 
bout the Character of Godwin, Earl of Kent; our 
Hiſtorians are all ſo fond of Edward the Confeſſor, 
that in order to make the King Saint, they have 
made the Earl a Devil; perhaps, at the Bottom, he 
was only a Patriot, and thoſe I have mentioned 
before, a Set of Court- Writers. King Jobn ſeems 
to have been a better Prince, or at leaſt a much 


better Sort of a Man, than the monkiſh Writers 


incline to make him but of all the Outrages on 
8 N truo 
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true Hiſtory that ever was committed, the worſt 
perhaps is the ſcandalous Story publiſhed of 
late Years of Sir John Falſtaff, in complaiſance 
to a Character which was originally written for Sir 
John Oldcaſtle, by Shakeſpear. A Pen em ployed 
in this Way, would reap as much Honour as the 
Sword of a Knight-Errant, in reſcuing diſtreſſed 
Damſels. Reputation is the only Jewel of Uſe 
to the Dead, and he who revives or reſtores this, 
is much a better Friend to their Memory than he 
who erects a Monument; though both, without 
Queſtion, are Works of Piety, and as ſuch, wor- 
thy of univerſal Commendation. | 

The laſt Sort of Lives that have occured to my 
| Obſervation, as proper to be written in this Way, 
are ſuch as are overrun with Fable. The Life 
of Queen Emma, with a fair Account of her 
Plough-ſhares, would afford great Entertainment. 
A} udicious Hiſtory of Archbiſhop Becker, ſtripped 
7 ſuperſtitious Prejudice on one Side, and free 
from all extravagant Paſſion ori the other, would 
afford much Inſtruction. The genuine Adven- 
tures of Richard I. in the Holy Land, could not 
but be very pleaſant. The Amours of Edward 
IV. with the celebrated Jane Shore, written with 
Spirit, and yet with a due Reſpect to Hiſtory, 
muſt be far preferable to moſt of our Romances; 
nor can I figure to myſelf a Narrative that would 
give me more Pleaſure than well wrote Memoirs 

of Anne Boleyn, integſperſed with the ſecret Hiſtory 
of her Family, and of the Fall of Cardinal Moolſey. 


It is a great Fault in moſt Writers on this Subject 
to employ rather their Invention than any Pains 
in ſearching for Truth; and hence it comes to 
paſs, that ſo many improbable Lies have been 
told us with * to Matters which or 
ave 


The RATIONWAL AMUSEMENT. 9359 


have been made more entertaining by ſearching 
out and ſetting down the naked Truth. Not that 
I am abſolutely an Enemy to feigned Hiſtories, 
provided they be wholly feigned ; but to aſcribe 
fictitious Adventures to real Perſons, is inexcuſable, 
and no better than premeditated Lying, whatever 
our Writers of Novels and ſecret Hiſtories, ma 
think, at leaſt this is my Opinion, and therefore I 
abhor equally the Calumnies of the popiſh Saunders, 
and the puritan Buchanan, 

It is of this laſt Kind, that the incloſed Hiſtory 
is an Inſtance. I compoſed ir chiefly from the 
Papers of my Wite's Phyſician, a Man more know- 
ing in theſe Studies than any of my Acquaintance. 
The Manner in which I came to mention it to him 
was this. One Afternoon when he was here, the 
Converſation turned on Exgliſb Operas, particularly 
on that written by Mr. Addiſon. In the Courſe of 
our Remarks, it was neceſſary to produce that 
Piece, which was accordingly brought out of m 
Study bound by itſelf in Quarto. On the back of 
the Title Page I had placed ſome Collections out of 
our common Hiſtorians concerning the fair Lady 
who is the Subject of that Piece. The Doctor 
read, and me them, but told me withal, 
that whenever LUthought fit to make him a Viſit, 
he would furniſh me with ſome other Collections 
relating to the ſame Perſon. Accordingly two or 
three Days after, I went to his Houſe, in order to 
challenge his Promiſe ; whereupon the Doctor took 
down a Quarto MS. which I found conſiſted of 
hiſtorical Collections for the Lives of famous Wo- 
men. He turned to thoſe relating ta Roſamand, 
and when J had read them, he cauſed a Copy to 
be made while I ſtayed, which I brought away 
with me. The ſame Gentleman has many other 

| Ald Quarto's 
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Quarto's full of the like Collections, for his Me- 
thod is to ſelect Memorials of illuſtrious Perſons 
from all the Books he reads. He diſtributes theſe 
according to the Virtues for which they were fa 
mous. For Example, one Volume comprehends 
Whatever he has met with relating to the Stateſ- 
men who have flouriſhed in this Iſland; in three 
other Volumes, he preſerves the Memoirs of il- 
luſtrious Captains; in as many Volumes he has 
Collections relating to the Clergy; and ſo of Law- 
yers, Phyſicians, Hiſtorians, Poets, Painters and 
all other remarkable Men who have done Honour 
to their Country. In one Reſpect I think his 
Plan a little narrow, for he confines himſelf wholly 
to Britain, which he excuſes by ſaying that every 
Man is firſt bound to do Juſtice to his own Coun- - 
try, and that graſping at too much, frequently 
ſpoils all. I confeſs there is Reaſon in what he 
ſays, but yet I think Foreigners ſhould not be en- 
tirely neglected. The Patriotiſm of a Man of 
Senſe, ought to extend to the Univerſe, Works 
of Learning do Honour to human Nature, and 
as a Man, I have as much an Intereſt in Ariſtotle 
and Plato, in Xenophon and Euripides, as in. Bacon 
or Boyle, in Raleigh, or in Shakeſpear. 

I flatter myſelf that this Phyſician will readily 
Join our little Fraternity, and in cafe I can per- 
ſuade him ſo to do, he will without Queſtion 
be of great Uſe to us. We may then hope that 
our ſmall Performances in this Way, will not be 
altogether unworthy of Notice. As to the Affairs 
of my Family, I have nothing new to write, 
which to me is a great Satisfaction. The Weather 
being bad, I have for a Week paſt kept pretty 
much within Doors, and in my Study. To reflect 
on the Time — in idle Company gives us Pain, 


10 
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to remember that which elapſed in converſing 
with our Friends gives Satisfaction; but when 
we look back on the Hours ſpent with our Books, 
and with ourſelves, in collecting the Wiſdom of 
paſt Ages, and in improving our own, it gives 4 
Pleaſure not be expreſſed. The Mind is pro- 
perly ſpeaking the Man; and therefore whatever 
regards it, in Conjunction with the Body, may be 
in ſome Senſe ſaid to be foreign. In another 
State we ſhall be free from this Impediment, and 
then ſuch as are utterly unacquainted with Medi- 
tation, muſt ſurely find themſelves much at a 
Loſs. I know that I write to one who is not of 
that Number, otherwiſe I ſhould not uſe this 
Freedom, which, without the Addition of Com- 
pliments, will convince you with how much Truth 
and Zeal, 


>\ 


J am 
_ Your ſincere Friend, 
and very humble Servant, 


CELA DON 


The 
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The HISTORY of 
ROSAMOND CLIFFORD, 


Concubine to Henry PLAN TAGENET, the 
firſt of that Family, and the ſecond of his 
Name * of ENGLAND. 


F piety and Virtue only n the Re- 
1 membrance of Perſons long ſince deceaſed, or 


entitled as it only ought to Fame, then there 
would not either have been Materials, or Occaſion 
for a Hiſtory like this; but in as much as we are 
equally inſtructed by peruſing the Records of 
what has happen'd to vicious, as well as worthy 
Perſons ; fo conſidering the general Reputation of 
this Lady, there ſeems to be no Cauſe, that Pof- 
terity ſhould not be inform'd, as well 'of her 
true, and real, as of her falſe and fictitious Story. 
Io gleanup all that is reported of her in ancient 
Hiſtories, would be a Taſk of greater Labour 
and Induſtry than the. Subject might ſeem to de- 
ſerve, but to lay before the Reader briefly what 
occurs concerning this famous Woman moſt. wor- 
thy of Notice, will not prove either laboxious to 
him that compoſes, or appear prolix in the Eyes 
of the Peruſer. 
EReoſamond, or rather Roſe Clifford, for I look up- 
on che former to have been a Name given her after 
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ſhe became the King's Miſtreſs, was the Daughter of 
Walter Lord Clifford, and born, as I found it not- 
ed in an old Collection of Songs called, The Car- 
land of Good Will, in 1151, on what Authority 
I know not, In her Infancy ſhe was carefully 
educated in her Father's Houſe; and when ſhe 
grew up, ſhe was ſent, for her Improvement, 
to the Nunnery of Godſtowe, not far from Ox- 
ford, where ſhe was treated with equal Reſpect 
and Tenderneſs, as well on Account of her perſo- 
nal Merit, as becauſe her Family, and her Father 
in particular, had been very beneficent to this Mo- 
na where the Nuns lived religiouſly and 
pleaſantly, being frequently indulged the Liberty 
of going to ſeveral pleaſant Villages in the Neigh- 
bourhood, and were allowed there any fort. of 

Mirth, provided it was innocent. 
As the young Boarder grew up, ſhe became 
| equally conſpicuous for her Beauty, and for the 
Graces of her Mind. In Reſpect to the former, 
ſhe is ſaid to have been exquiſitely perfect, and 
in the. Dignity of her Mein as well as the Ele- 
gance of her Features, to have much ſurpaſſed 
Fane Shore, tho' there are no authentic Pictures 
left of her, as there are of King Edward's Miſ- 
ſtreſs. In Needlework ſhe excelled moſt of her 
Sex, even in that Age when, it was held a Quali- 
fication worthy of Perſons of the higheſt Rank. 
Many Teſtimonies of her Induſtry as well as Pro- 
ficiency in this female Myſtery, ſhe left not on- 
ly here, but at other Places, particularly at the 
Abbey of Bildwas in Shropſhire, where for many 
Ages they ſhewed a Cope curiouſly wrought, and. 
in the Skirts were theſe Words; KRoſamunda-. 
Clifford * manibus me fecit. But what chiefly 
endeared 


/ 
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endeared her to the Nuns was a quick, lively, 
and inoffenſive Wit; for there was this peculiar 
in her Diſpoſition, that with a very acute Under- 
ſtanding, ſhe had an extraordinary Tenderneſs in 
her Nature: ſo that ſhe was alike incapable of 
giving Offence toothers, or of ſeeing them offended 
without a ſympathetic Concern, | 

The Fame of her Beauty, Wit, and various 
Accompliſhmenrs, having reach'd the Ear of King 
Henry, he became exceſſively enamour'd of her, 
and found Means, as what Means will not Princes 
find, to currupt this lovely Woman, at the Age 
of Seventeen, to the great Regret of her noble 
Family, and cf the Nuns of Godftowe. She re- 
mained abſolute Miſtreſs of the King's Heart for 
many Years, which exceedingly inflamed his high 
n Queen Eleanor, who, as ſhe brought him 

e Dutchy of Aquitaine, and the County of Poic- 
ters, fo dhe warmly reſented his Infidelity to her 
Bed. This King, who had Reaſon to keep on 
the beſt Terms he could with her, ſought to pre- 
ſerve Roſamond, by keeping her privately ſome- 
times at one Place, ſometimes at another, Farn- 
ham-Caſtle, in Surry, was for a Time the Place of 
her Reſidence, and there ſhe brought forth her 
eldeſt Son. But afterwards; at her own Re ueſt, 
and for the Sake of being near the Monaſtry in 
which ſhe was bred, the King conſented that he 
| ſhould remove into Oxfordſhire, and built for her. 
a curious Seat near the Royal Palace at Mood 
flock, which in thoſe Days was called Roſamond s- | 
| Bower, and is ſaid to have been contrived in ſuch 
a manner, as that it was not eaſy to find out the 
fair Lady's Apartment; aud belides, there were 
: ſybrerrancous' * to favour the Eſcape of 
Roſamond, 
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Roſamond, in caſe the jealous Queen ſhould at- 
' tempt any Thing againſt her. A Welch Knight, 
. whoſe Name was Vaughan, had the Care of her, 
and the Cuſtody of the King's Treaſures in the 


ſame Place, where ſhe long dwelt, if not in Quiet, 
at leaſt in Safety. 


The Vicinity of this Apartment to the Palace, 
occaſioned Roſamond's being pretty ſtrictly con- 
fined, while the Court was at Woodſtock, which 
however was ſome Way mitigated by the King's 
private Viſits, and coſtly Preſents. Such was his 
Love for this Lady, that whatever was rich or 
curious, ſplendid or beautiful, he bought it, and 
placed it in her Apartments; of which we have 
a ſtrong Inſtance, in a famous Cheſt or Cabinet of 
about two Feet in height, adorn'd with admira- 
ble Figures of Men, Fiſh and Fowl, which be- 
ing bequeathed to the Nunnery of Codſtorve, re- 

mained for ſeveral Ages in the Chapter-Houſe of 
that Abbey. But when the Court was elſewhere, 
and conſequently the Danger not ſo great, Roſa- 
mond went with her Keeper to moſt of the adja- 
cent Villages, and diverted herſelf as ſhe thought 
fit, in an innocent Way; and ſo much was ſhe 
beloved, that for a long Time the Memory of 
her little Adventures was preſerv'd among the 
Country People, who marked every Brook, Grove, 
nay, and ſingle Trees of which ſhe took Notice, 
by her Name, calling them 5 Ponds, 
Woods, Oaks; and ſomething of the ſame Spirit 
remains to this very Day. 
But of all the Places ſhe frequented, the Nun- 
nery of Godſtore afforded her moſt Delight. It 
ſeems the Nuns. did pot fail to tax her continu- 


11 with the Life ſhe led. Roſamond, tho“ of a 
| gentle 
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gentle Diſpoſition, at length gathered Spirit e- 
nough to anſwer, that tho' ſhe was a Concubine, 

et was ſhe not without Hopes of being ſaved; 
but how, ſaid ſome of the Nuns ſhall we know 
that? Why, reply'd ſhe, if that Tree (pointing 
to one that had green Leaves upon it) be NY 
into Stone after my Death, then ſhall I have Life 
among the Saints. Accordingly this Tree, as the 
Nuns of Godſtowwe reported, actually became Stone 
after her Deceaſe, and was ſhown at Godſtowe till 
the Diſſolution of the Monaſtry. But then we 
muſt obſerve, that Roſamond became an illuſtrious 
Penitent before her Death; and ſo the producing 
Roſamond's Stone was held an Encouragement to 


Sinners to turn from their evil Ways; and thus 


they reconciled this Story to themſelves. Since 
the Diſſolution of this Nunnery, there has been 
a Stone caled Roſamond's at Y/oodflock, but thoſe 
that ſhew'd it knew nothing of the original Story, 
which probably had been loſt, had it not been re- 
corded in ſome Papers of the famous Mr. Thomas 
Allen, once in the Poſſeſſion of Anthony Wood. 

1 have before obſerv'd, that Roſamond did not 
always reſide at H/ood}tock ;,, but I confeſs, that I 
had no Idea of there being any Foundation far- 
ther than ſome Similitude in Situation, for 
naming other Places Roſamond's Bowers. My 
Surprize therefore was great, when in a MS. of 
Robert of Gloucęſters Chronicle, I found the fol- 
lowing Memorandum. Many Retreats had Ro- 
&© ſamond, the Concubine of Henry II. as at Biſhops- 
% Pallbam, at Marteleſtone, at Fromantel-Park, and 


„ Caſtle of Vincbeſter, beſide others, as appeat 


4 froma Roll in J/jemore-Coftle.” There may there- 
fore be more Truth than is commonly * in 
8 ſome 
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ſome of the Reports that are ſtill current about 
her, tho' not in all, any more than in the Story 
of her Death, which is generally, and yet falſly, 
attributed to Poiſon. 

The Truth is, that King Henry going from 
her's to the Queen's Apartment at. Woodſtock, 
drew after him with his Foot a Ball of Silk 
Twine, which the Queen taking up unperceiv'd, 
was guided thereby to the Chamber of her Ri- 
val, where ſhe rated her in ſo furious a Manner, 
that the poor young Lady fell into Faintings, and 
after languiſhing for ſome little Time, actually died 
of the Conſequences of that Fright. This, expreſſed 
in modern Language, would run thus; Roſamond, 
through a deep Senſe of the Queen's Reproaches, 
and a timorous Apprehenſion of her Threats, 
contracted a Fever on the Nerves, which proved 
fatal ro her in a ſmall Time afterwards. Her 
Death, however, was not ſo ſudden, but that ſhe 
gave evident Marks of her Repentance for her 
miſpent Life, and her Deſire to make Attone- 
ment for it, ſo far as was in her Power. Both in 
her Life-time, and at her Death, ſhe was a Bene- 
factreſs to the Abbey of God/iowe, where ſhe de- 
fird to be buried, with which dying Requeſt of 
one ſo dear to them in her Life, the Nuns readily 
comply'd. | 

This happen'd in the Year 1177, which was 
the xxiv® of the Reign of Henry II. That Prince 
was extravagantly fond of her Memory, inſomuch 
that he not only beſtow'd great Favours on God- 
ſtowe Abbey, but alſo cauſed Croſſes to be ſet up 
at every Place where the Body reſted, when it 
was carry'd thither from Woodſtock. One of theſe 
Croſſes, without Tollbridge, was ſtanding in the 
0 N Time 
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Time of Mr. Leeland the een. with this 
Inſcription ; 4 | 


Qui meat hac oret, ſignum ſalutis adoret 
VUtque ſibi detur veniam Roſamunada precetur. 


But this poor Lady's Aſhes were far from reſt- 
ing in Quiet; for about fourteen: Years after 
her Deceaſe, and two Years after the Death of the. 
King her Lover, Hugh Biſhop of Lincolz, in the 
Viſitation of his Dioceſs, came to the Abbey at 
Godftowe, where entering the Church, and per- 
ceiving in the middle of the Choir a Tomb, co- 
ver'd with a ſilken Pall, and ſurrounded with 
Wax Lights, he enquir'd whoſe it was; and be- 
ing inform'd that it was Roſamond's, the Concu- 
bine of the late King, who for her Sake had been 
a great Benefactor to the Place: Take hence, ſaid 
he, the Harlot, and bury her without the Church, 
leſt the Chriſtian Religion ſhould grow into Contempt; 
and that, thro" this Example, other Women being 
made afraid, may ry themſelves from ſuch an 
adulterous Life. as: ſhe le 5 


The Nuns were forc'd to obey, yet they executed 
the Biſhop's Command with the utmoſt Ten- 
derneſs, and with all imaginable Reſpe& for their 
Benefactreſs, whoſe Bones they put in a perfumed 
Bag, and having incloſed this Bag in Lead, they 
re-interr'd them in the Chapter-houſe, erecting 
over them a handſome Tomb, adorn'd with Knots 
of Green and Red Roſes interwoven, and in. the 
midſt of them a Cup, which gave Credit to, and 

perhaps was the F oundation of the common Story 
4 of her being * d, to the railing 1 which Fiction 


it 


* 
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D ye the Biſhop's Remark about deter- 
ring other Women, might ſome Way contribute. 

On this ſecond Tomb was A that Ain, 

in every. woo. 8 Mouth. \ 

Hic jacet in Tamba, Roſa munda non \ Roſa 
. 5: menda,. - | 

by redaler, ſed olet, que 1 foler, - 


Thus paraphraſed, rarher * tranſlated, in Stowe 0 
Annals. 71 504 13 N 


7 be Roſe of 5% W 1 but not the. 5 Bins 
I now here graven, to whom Beauty was lent, 

In this Grave full darke now is her Bowre, | 

That by her Life was feweete and redolent ; 

But now that hee is from this Life blent, 

Though ſhee were ſweete, now foully doth ſbee ſtinke, 
A Mirrour good for all Men that on her thinke. 


One would have thought that now the Relicks 
of this unhappy Woman might have reſted un- 
diſturbed ; but it happen'd othetwiſe, for at the 
Diſſolution of the Abbey at Godſtowe, the Tomb 
was broke to Pieces, and the Bones \{catter'd a- 
bout, as is alſo remark d by Mr. Allen, 


in his Pa- 
5 J know not on what Account this was done, 

ut ſure if it procecded from any pretended Spi- 
rit of Religion, it was exceedingly ill placed, 


ſince the Manſions of the Dead ought ever to be 
ſacred, whatever Opinions we entertain of the 
Perſon” Actions while living. 

By this famous Lady Roſamond Cli Ford, King 
Henry had ſeveral Children; of theſe Milliam the 
Eldeſt, was ſirnamed Longſpee or Longſword, who 

B b Was 
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was Earl of Saliſbury, in Right of his Wife. His 
ſecond Son was Geoffery, Archdeacon, and after- 
wards Biſhop of Lincoln, then Chancellor of Eng- 
land, and laſtly Archbiſhop of Vork. King Ri- 
chard the Son and Succeſſor of Henry II. was very 
dutiful to his Mother Queen Eleanor, whom he re- 
leaſed out of Priſon, and yet very kind to Roſa- 
mond's Children. Fobn, his Brother and Succeſſor, 
ſhow'd much Reſpect to Roſamond's Memory, and 
for her Sake was kind to the Nunnery of God- 
ſtotve; but withal he treated the Archbiſhop of 
York her Son, with great Severity, ſeizing his 
Lands, and perſecuting him in Perſon. 86 va- 
rious are the Paſſions of Princes, and ſo incer- 
= that Felicity which any Way depends upon 
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Letter of Thanks, to you, for the 
2 Favour of your late Viſit: but in all 
Ry Probability ic would have been very 
SST thort, as indeed 1 think. all Epiſtle 

of mere Civility ought ; but vou will ſoon per- 

ceive, that this is of another Nature, grounded 
on the tender Concern you expreſſed at the me- 


lancholy Situation in which you fund me, fur 


9 


a diſtracted Family. I can ſafely fay, chat 
neyer intended to deceive any Body; be roar 
Eg e, Bb at, Ron 
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I am unwilling: you ſhould be a Moment in Suf- 
pence, as-to the true State of my Mind; for tho 
nothing can be more generous than your Pity, 
yer I would not have it flow from a miſtaken 
Pxinciple. Lam melancholy indeed, but not de- 
jected, full-of Concern, but hot in any Danger of 
2222 under my Grief, my Thoughts are truly 
occupied with the Conſideration of ſolemn Ideas, 
yet not to ſuch a Degree, as to depreſs my Spi- 


rits, or confound my Underſtanding. 


The Wiſdom of our Creator appears in no- 
thing mbielthan the intellectual CEconomy of ra- 
tional Creatures. Our Paſſions were certainl 
tended to increaſe our Happineſs, tho' too bien 
they are converted by ug into Cauſes of Miſery. 
There is no State leſs defireable than that which 
Nature, -for- this Reaſon-probably, leaves not in 
our Power, I mean an abſolute Calm. If in this 
World a Man ha ws we to hope or to fear, 
nothing to expect, or nothing to ſhun ; in ſhort, no 
Object. eſire or Terror, + will not ſay, that 
he woul: nie but ſurè I am, he. could not 
be happy; he would paſs ö pe his Time in a kind 
of Dream,” his Senfa dutd—be too faint. to 
afford hit? any, res! of afüre. This, Sir, is the 
trac Cauſe, why People of weak Minds, and large 
Fortunes; art fo much troubled with the Spleen ; 
having nothing to torment. them, they torment 
themſelves; that is, rather than have no Feeling; 
they excſte a Combat, between Imagination and 
Reaſon, 1 become actually miſerable, while it is 
in their Fo pe to be more than ordinarily happy. 
It 181 6 Gi conceive how Joy, and all the 
Paſſions 850 contribute thereto, refreſh the human 
Mind ; it is alſo no difficult Matter to appre- 
hend, how our Studies (tho' * enough) tend 

alſo 
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alſo: to delight as well as improve us; but there 
ſeems to be an Abſurdity in faying, that even 
Grief is beneficial, and yet the wiſeſt of Men 


ſaid, that there was a Time for Sorrow as well as 
Joy, that is, a Time wherein Sorrow is more eli- 
gible than Joy, fitter for Man, and more condu- 


cive to his Good. And this we ought to believe, 
becauſe it is equally impious and abſurd to think, 
that the all- wiſe and all: merciful Being, to whom 
we owe our Exiſtence, and the Conditions on 
which we exiſt, ſhould make any A that is 
really evil, abſolutely neceſſary to us. It is im- 
poſſible to ſnun Objects which give us Concern, 
and therefore we ought to conclude, that theſe 
may ſome Way be made uſeful, which Concluſion 
will neceſſarily lead us to conſider, how they may 
be made ſo; an Enquiry which is not either ſo tedi- 
ous or fo intricate as many People imagine. 
The Happineſs of Man is twofold, ſuch as he 
is s capable of here, and ſuch as he may rationally 
hope for hereafter, and a due Reſpect to both is 
the higheſt Perfection of Prudence and Wiſdom 
which in this Life we can attain. If it was 
poſſible never to ſee any Thing but pleaſant Sights, 
we might paſs our Time here happily enough, 
provided we could baniſh the Thoughts of 
hereafter; but inaſmuch as a future State is ne- 
ceſſarily to be provided for, it follows, that there 
ought to be certain Objects fitted to put us in 
Mind of it. Now what is the Action of theſe 
Objects upon the human Mind, other than what 
we call Grief? It is plain then, that Grief is a- 


greeable to our Nature, and that, the Injuries we 


receive from it, proceed not from the Paſſion it- 
ſelf, but from our ſuffering it to hurry us immo- 
derately. We take Care to break our Horſes for 
Uſe, and our Dogs for Game; and if we would 
Bb g tak 
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take the ſame Care to break our Paſſions, and 
teach them to obey the Voict and Dictates of 
Reaſon, we Thould' find rio: Occaſion to complain 
of them z but if neglecting this we become ſub- 
Jett to a variety of Inconveniences, we are ir 
Fault, andndt Nature, Providence, or the Su- 
preme Being. Alas! if we would enter in- 
to ourſelves, we ſhould there find all thei Princi- 
ples of our Satisfaction, and of our Uneaſineſs, 
— the Means a nud we one, and wh leſ- 
mg theodher: THR 
wry. rar 3 + Man of Pledforcyin are boch 
touched at the Sight of à dead, or of a dying 
Friend, yet their Concern is very different; the 
former con ſiders the Agonies he ſees, as Circum- 
ſtances attending the Paſſage from Body to Spi- 
rit, and therefore the chief Object of his Care 13 
ahout the future State of the Perſon he loves 3 
the other is frighted at the Agony itſelf, and at 
his Friend's going from him, and loſing the 
Senſe of thoſe Pleaſures which they were wont 
to taſte together in this Life. Who ſees not that 
the one is the Concern of a wiſe and noble He. 
ing; the other a feminine kind of Pity,” which 
deſerves rather Compaſſion than Applauſe, Ra- 
tional Grief acts two Ways, with Reſpect to the 
Perſon for: whom we are griev'd, and with Re- 
gard to ourſelves; it leads us to affqrd him all 
the Succour which Hes in our Power, and it in- 
clines us to think gravely and juſtly on the Con. 
ſequences of bur being e one Day in the 
fame Condition. A Grief like this makes à Man 
wiſer and better; we ought therefore to ſay of 
ſuch 4 Sorrow, that it ſhould! be ſought rather 
than ſhunned. Tears, Shrigks, Swoonings, . are 
welefs Demonſtrations, 3 not dd Grief "Vu of F dh 
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a real and deep Sorrow is ſtill. and ſilent; what- 
ever is rapid and furious, cannot either do Good, 
or laſt long 
The affecting Objects I am daily bound to ſees 
muſt of Courſe incline me to wear a grave Coun- 
tenance, and to have ſerious Thoughts, Thoughts 
of another State, and of the Employments of 
Souls therein ; but I ſhould think that I had made 
a bad Uſe of the many Years I have lived, if 
there was any Thing very frightful, ghaſtly, or 
terrible in theſe Meditations. It may be, that 
while I had not theſe Objects before me, I did 
not think ſo often on theſe Subjects as I ought to 
have done; perhaps therefore this Malady of my 
Son's 1 is lengthened for my Sake, and if it Ba not, 
there is no Harm in my thinking fo; the Con- 
dition in which I ſee him is without Queſtion a 
proper Memento, and if I make a right Uſe of 
the Thoughts it excites, my preſent Melancholy 
will be the Cauſe of future Comfort; he that ſows 
in Tears ſhall reap in Joy. Nay, there wants not 
a Degree of Pleaſure in the indulging rational 
Grief ; but this is a Pleaſure rather to be felt than 
deſcribed. and a Deſcription is the leſs neceſſary, 
becauſe in the Courſe of his Life, almoſt every hu- 
mane, thinking Man, mnſt have been enable of | 
it, "nd that more than once. 
There is alſo another great Uſe of fach Calls 
to Meditation, and that is the giving us juſt Con- 
ceptions of this World, as well as a ſort of Pro- 
| ſpect into the other, We. are too apt, while all 
Tags round us are ſerene and eaſy, to think of 
nothing beyond the Globe of Earth on which we 
tread; we call providing for what is to happen 
twenty Years hence, Buſineſs of Importance, and 


are apt to think our conſidering what may happen 
5 © _ * the 
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the next Minute as a melancholy Meditation. But 
when we are rouſed by ſuch and ſo near Viſitations 
as that which is now in my Family, then we are 
conſtrained to open our Eyes, and to ſee the Va- 
nity of placing all our Joys in Things of a tranſi- 
tory Worth, which is no Way in our Power, 
either to preſerve or to follow. As therefore we 
are wont to ſay, that without certain Seaſons of 
Joy, Life would not be worth poſſeſſing, ſo when 
we cooly reflect, we muſt alſo admit, that with- 
out certain Seaſons of Sorrow, we ſhould never 
knowe«Life's true Value. =» 
Thus, Sir, I have ſet before you the real State of 
my Condition, by which you will ſee that I me- 
-rit your Compaſſion, for which I ſhall be always 
grateful. I perceive that you are naturally of a 
ſerious Temper, and it may be, need not ſuch 
Accidents as at preſent affect me, to ſtir in you ſuch 
Thoughts as thoſe I have mention'd. . May your 
Wiſdom and Goodneſs long defend you from 
feeling any ſuch, and may your Prudence and 
Courage enable you to bear them patiently, when- 
ever, according to the courſe of Nature, they ſhall 
be preſented to your Eyes. Theſe Wiſhes are 
agreeable to my Character and Condition, and at 
the fame Time ſuitable to yours: I perſuade my- 
ſelf therefore they will be more agreeable to you 
than vain Compliments, a Mode of Writing in- 
vented by ſuch as would willingly expreſs what 
they never feel, for which Reaſon their Profeſſions 
ſwell moſt when they mean leaſt. I conclude 
therefore with the Simplicity of a Friend, that 1 
að truly, conſtantly, and zealouſly, 


% 


© Your obedient Servant, 


* 


THEODORUS. 
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LETTER, n. 
SOPHIA to ELIZA. 


Cm 5 thinking, my dear Friend, that 
1 notwithſtanding the great Inequality between 
us and Men, in point of Education, yet we are 
not quite ſo incapable of Judging as they would 
make us; and, after revolving Things ſome time 
in my Head, J am at laſt fully convinced that 
with reſpect to the Points which uſually come be- 
fore us, we decide not only as well, but even bet- 
ter than they. You know that the laſt Time we 
dined at your Houſe, your Father aſſerted the con- 
trary ; and though Phaon and Celadon declined 
ſpeaking on this Subject, yet it was eaſy enough 
to diſcern that they alſo were of the old Man's 
Opinion. If then they make it a common Cauſe, 
why ſhould not we? I therefore aſſert, that the 
Right of directing domeſtick Affairs is by the 
La of Nature in us, and that we are perfectly 
qualified for the Exerciſe of this Dominion. Hear 
then, and ſtrengthen my Reaſons, for no doubt, 
whenever we make our Claim, it wal be ſtrongly 

controverted. 

Thoſe who pretend to direct our bringing up, 
as well as that of their own Sex, ſeem to have 
deſtined us to that Power which they would after- 
, wards diſpute. A Girl from her very Infancy is 
Put upon thoſe Studies which are to employ her 


all 


i 
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all her Life long. While Boys divide their Time 
between Grammar and Tau, two Things equally 
uleful in theTucceeding Part of their Days, We are 
employed at our Samplers, or diverting ourſelves 
with our Babies. That is to ſay, we learn to work 
with our Needles, and to order Things about a 
Houſe ; neither doth this Mode alter as we grow 
up: but if proper Care is taken of us, we paſs 
from our Mother's Nurſery to our own, and from 
imaginary Viſits, to real ones, without fatiguing 
ourſelves with a variety of unneceſſary Acquiſitions, 
on which moſt Men value themſelves. T own 
that Singing and Dancing ate Execreſcencies even 
in our Education, and I believe that modern 
Families ſuffer in their Eſtates, from the too great 
Care of Parents about the Proficiency of their 
Daughters in theſe leſs neceſſary Accompliſhments. 
And yet, what are Singing and Dancing to all 
the Drudgery of Schools and Univerſitie f 
I have often heard ſome who pals for great Sa- 
ges affirm, that ſuch as have ſtudied any fingle 
Science, are the moſt perfect therein, becauſe Di- 
verſity naturally induces Diſtraction. This muſt 
be allowed to us, that the Buſineſs of a Family, 
when thoroughly performed, takes in the whole 
Circle of 'our Time, and affords. no room for any 
Thing, except innocent Relaxations. I cannot 
help thinking therefore, that we are more likely 
to underſtand domeſtic Policy, than ſuch as have 
twenty other Things to mind, and can therefore 
' ſpare but a very ſmall Proportion of their Time 
For this Sort of Study. I do admit that a mere 
Houſewife, like a mere Scholar, 1s fit for nothing 
elſe, and will make a Man but a very unſociable 
Companion. But as ſome Men of great Appli- 
cation to their reſpective Profeſſions, have not- 
4: 8 with- 


/ 


The R'a TIOoNaL AMUSEM ENT. 37, 
withſtapding a very polite Behaviour, ſo a Woman 
yaay make the Government of her Houfe the prin- 
cipal Care, without ſuffering 1 it to become the per- 
petual Theme of her Diſcourſe; ; neither do think 
it at all neceſſary, that to eſtabliſh. a Character as 
a Manager, her Huſband ſhould twice or thrice a 
Week hear her ſcolding the Servants. I mention 
this, becauſe it is one of the great Objections to 
female Government, and our Adverſaries would 
fain repreſent it, as a Thing as neceſſary to us as 
a ſtanding Army to the Adminiſtration. But both 
may be Calumnies for, all that, and mere Effects 
bf a Deſire to get into other Folks Places. 
Thel great Argument in a Caſe like this, ought 
to be Experience, and that is wholly on our Side, 
or Lam much miſtaken. Wherever the Maſter 
exceeds his proper Sphere, and pretends to give 
Law to the Cookmaid as well as the Coachman 
we oObſerve a great deal of Diſcord and Confuſion. 
The Servants never know what they are doin 
and the Maſter himſelf is ſeldom pleaſed with what 
is done. He is a better Judge when Things are 
wrong, than of the Method of ſetting them to 
rights; neither does he conſider, that entrenching 
on his Wite's Dominion is the gots Way to make 
the teſt of the Family deſpiſe them both. But 
where a Woman of tolerable good Senſe is allow- 
ed to direct her Houfe without Controul, all 
Things go well; ſhe prevents even her Huſband's 
Wiſhes, the Servants know their Bufineſs, and the 
whole Family live eaſy and happy. Every one's 
Memorycretains Inſtances enough of theſe Truths, 
and therefore I ſhall not enter into any ſecret Hiſ- 
tory, in order to confirm them. 

One Thing J muſt confeſs, that an ben bes 
Woman, who. will act as well out of the Com- 


paſs 
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paſs of her Knowledge, as in Things which proper- 
ly belong to her, is an inſupportable Evil, and as 
great a Scandal to her own Sex, as ſhe can be a 


Plague to the other. My Mother, I remember, 


told me an odd Story of an eminent Divine, who 
undertook to cure, and to marry one of theſe 
Termagants, after ſhe had broke the Hearts: of 
two Huſbands. As ſoon as they were wedded, 
and the Lady brought Home, the Doctor ſhewE&d 


her his Houſe, and after paſſing through ſome o- 


ther Rooms, led her into his Study, where ſhe 
immediately found Fault with the Diſtribution of 


3 his Books ; ſhe would have the Folios which ſtood 


on the lower Shelves, placed at Top, and the o- 
ther Volumes beneath them in proportion to their 
Size; all which the honeſt Man heard without a 
Word of Anſwer. Some Time after, they de- 
ſcended into the Kitchen, where, before the Lady 
had Time to find Fault, the Doctor directed a new 


Regulation of the Pewter; he would have the 


large Diſhes ſtand underneath, the leſſer above 


them, and the Plates above them all. The Bride 


declared loudly againſt this, and though it was 
the firſt Day of her Reign, could not avoid tak- 
ing Notice of the Impropriety of his meddling 
in the Kitchen. MWhy, my Dear, returned the 
Doctor calmly, my directing here is exatily conformable 
to the Change you propoſed to make in my Study. He 
continued to act on this Plan, and I never heard 


that this Lady got the better of him, though it 


has been ſuggeſted that her frequent Struggles for 


it, did not a little contribute, to her out-living 


him, and remaining a Widow after his Deceaſe; 
you will eaſily apprehend that I mean a Widow 


in ſpite of her Teeth, 


* 
” 
„ * * 
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It was with great Concern, dear Eliza, that I 
perceive our Sex of late begin to expreſs ſo much 
Readineſs to relinquiſh their Prerogative ; that is, 

in plain Terms, incline to mind any Thing rather 
than their Families. This will have fatal Conſe- 
quences, ſuch as I dread to' think of or to deſcribe. 
Neither can 1 imagine how ſuch a Notion as this 
ever came into the Heads of the Ladies. If they 
fancy that there is any Thing either mean or de- 
ſpicable in managing a great Houſe, and many 
- Servants; they are certainly miſtaken, and in 
order to convince them, one need only obferve to 
them, that they muſt take their Choice, either 
to-manage their Servants, or be managed by them, 
and ſure Common-Senſe will not allow any body 
to think, the latter Situation preferable to the 
former. If Liberty be the Thing they aim art, 
they certainly miſtake the Road, a Woman's 
Freedom conſiſts in Power, and not in a Licenſe 
to gadd about, which is ſcandalous even in a Girl, 
and beſpeaks a Giddineſs of Soul below Com- 
paſſion, when i it appears in a more advanced Period 
of Life; + | 

The ſole Method then of paſſing through a 
married State with Eaſe and Decency, conſiſts in 
_ dividing properly the Affairs of the Family. The 
Conduct of the Eſtate, ought ſurely to be in the 
Maſter. It is his Right, from which if he parts, it 
is an Act of Weakneſs, as it is a wrong Turn of 

Thought, which puts a Wife upon attempting 
to wring any Part of it out of his Hands. The 
Conduct of the Houſe belongs as juſtly to the 
Miſtreſs, and no Man ought to marry a Woman 
whom he would not truſt with the Management 
of ſuch Concerns. Do you, Eliza, who diſcharge 
this Duty with ſuch Applauſe, give to theſe indi- 
geſted Thoughts a better Method, and fortify them 
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by ſtronger Rcaſons. You are to come hither to- 
ward thy End of the Month, and then we ſhalt 
have a ne, Opportunity. of: diſcuſſing the Point, 
and of foiling our Lords and Maſters at their. 
OWN Weapons. Adieu, dear. Friend } may} Pro- 
vidence be as propitious in it's Gifts, as I am fin- 
cere in „ e neee truly ig T2117 
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cee two Days. 80 — Warmickltire, 
and I could not allot a longer Reſpite than 
this to my Duty, of acquainting you with what 
has happened to me ſince I had the Honour to 
ſee you. Tou know my Father has ſome Concerns 
in that Country and beſides taking Care of them. 
1 had his Orders to call on an ola Acquaintance, 
who having no Succeſs in Trade, ſome thirty 
Years) ago. retired, or rather buried himſelf in a 
little Farm of his own in that County, where he 
has dwelt ever ſince, | without ſtirring ten Miles 
from. Home. This Gentleman, as I have heard, 
was a very pleaſant, ſociable, good - natured Man, 
but he is now a perfect Humouriſt, or as the 
Clowns about him ſay plainly and truly, juſt and 
honeft, charitable to the en and a good Neigh- 

6 8 bour, 
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bour, but withal, a little beſide his Wits. - This 
was the Character preciſely given him by an ho- 
neſt Farmer, who lives within a Quarter of a 
Mile of his Houſe. Mr. 7%, Whom I viſited 
the next Day, came fully up to the Deſcription. 
He received me with a cold Civility, juſt aſked 

me how my Father did, and then inquired wherher 
I had brought any Account J anſwered in the 
Negative, adding, that the old Gentleman ſend- 
ing me to adjuſt ſotne Matters with his Tenants, 
had with much concern directed me to inquire how 
he did. Upon this, he grew better tempered, ob- 
liged me to N the Fenn, and take a Bed with 
him. 

The Singularity of this Man' s Diſpoſition, abs 
me a good deal of Entertainment. I aſk'd him 
how he diverted himſelf in the Country? I take, 
ſaid he, no Diverſion at all, and yet I don't la- 
bour neither, for 1 change my Work when I be- 
gin to be weary, and in variety of Employments, 
I'find Reſt. I then afked what News there was? 
PI tell you, Sir, ſaid he ſmiling, the laſt Paper 
I read; Charles XII. of Sweden was juſt returned 
from 7 ur key, into his Dominions, and from that 
Time to this, I know nothing of Domeftick or 
Foreign Affairs. But ſure, continued I, 
read ſome other kind of Books. Yes, reply*'d 
He, I am a pretty geod Scholar. I have read over 
the Bible ſix Times,” the Whole Duty of Man 
as often, which, with Biſhop Wiltins's Sermons, 
compoſe my Library. He ſhewed me his Garden 
in very good Order, though dreſſed by no other 
Hands than his own. He conducted me at Night 
to a very neat ITS where every Thing 
was plain, but perfectly in Order; then he retired 
to his own Chamber, when in the midſt of the 

Night, 
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Night, I heard him pray very devoutly, and ſing 
in a low Voice, either a Pſalm or Hymn. I for- 
got to tell you we ſupp'd on a cold Chicken, good 
Butter, and excellent Cheeſe? but without ſeeing 

any Creature but himſelf. In the Morning I roſe 
early, drank a Glaſs of Sack, eat a Bit of Toaſt, 
and took my Leave. 

Since this Interview, 1 have 233 turned 
my Thoughts on this Species of Unaccountables, 
ſtiled Humouriſts, and am very willing to preſent 
vou with the Fruit of my Obſervations. It 
ſeems to me, that as Apoplexies and other Diſ- 
tempers prejudice the Memory, or the Judgment, 
and too frequently both; ſo in ſome Conſtitutions 
mental Diforders may- do as much Miſchief as 
bodily Infirmities in others. I am very ſenſible of 
the Obſcurity, of what I have advanced, and I 
will therefore endeavour to elucidate; it as far as I 
am able. In the firſt Place then, I ſay, there are 
mental as well as corporal Diſeaſes, by which: I 
mean, that the Frame of Man is — * liable to 
be diſordered from Cauſes which affect the Mind, | 

and the Body. . Sorrow will turn the Hair grey, 
in ſome Caſes in the Space of a Night. Joy has 
Hue many upon the Spot, and ſo has Anger. 
Theſe are Proofs that Diſorders of the Mind 
work upon the Body, and I take it for granted 
(becauſe every Day's Experience ſhews it) that 
bodily Indiſpoſitions frequently obſtruct the O- 
perations of the Soul. I ſay next, that Melan- 
choly, which is nothing more than map». of in- 
tenſely on diſagreeable Subjects, hath ſuch an 
Effect on the animal Spirits, as produces that 
Kind of partial Madneſs which appears in ſuch as 

we July ſtile Humouriſts. I open this to you, 
purely as my own Conjecture, on which I ous: 
e 
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be glad to have your Sentiments, who I know 
have long ſtudied human Nature, and, if you 
can diſpenſe with the Phraſe, are much better 
verſec in the Anatomy of the Mind than I. My 
Tmall Experience hath convinced me, that all No- 
tions on this Subject are worth examining, and 
therefore I am the bolder (whatever its Deficien- 
ces may be) 1 in propoſing mine. 

There is one Thing which has ſtrongly con- 
firmed me in the Belief of what I have advanc'd, 
and it is this; the only Method hitherto diſcover'd 
of curing this Diſorder, and bringing theſe Men 
to their right Senſes, is, by a proper Diet. draw- 

ing them to take a Share in Diverſions, feeding 
their Eyes with pleaſant Spectacles, and delight- 
ing their Ears with agreeable Sounds, which leads 
me to apprehend, that by Degrees the loft Habits 
of the Animal Spirits are reſtor'd. and thoſe Sen- 
ſations return, the Interruption of which' pro- 

"duced the Diſtemper of which we have been ſpeak- 
ing. Beſides, this Account gives us a very plau- 
ſible Reaſon for that Difficulty, which is always 
found in effecting this Cure; becauſe without 
Quettion the bringing the animal Spirits to act 
as they were wont, is a Matter not very eaſy, as we 
know, that where Limbs are numb'd, Juices of a 
much groſſer Texture do not readily” find their 
old Channels. If, after all, you diſcover an un- 
uſual Darkneſs in What I offer to your Conſidera- 
| tion, you, ought in ſome Meaſure to attribute it 
to rhe Subject I have attempted. There is no- 
thing cee than that the Soul and Body are uni- 
ted, nor any | hing fo perplexed, and obſcure, as 
all the Accounts hitherto given of that Union. 
This however ought to comfort us, that we are 


ſure it cannot Jang remain a Secret; our Souls 
Ce 9 will 
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will ſhortly eſcape out of our Bodies, and then 
this, with a long Train of other important Truths, 
will appear in the cleareſt Light. 

* Theſe Speculations are interrupted by my re- 
ceiving from a Friend in Warwickſhire, a Letter 
with the following Eſſay, or whatever elſe you 
pleaſe to call it, encloſed. He aſſures me it was 
written by this Mr. 7%, and came to his Hands 
from a Gentlewoman who found it in an Arbour 
in his Garden, where ſhe went to pick ſome 
Marygolds. You mult know, that without be- 
ing a civil, he is a very kind Neighbour ; that is. 
to ſay, he refuſes nothing, tho' he never parts 
with a Compliment, and is the moſt benefi- 
cent Creature living, tho* he looks ſour, and 
will hardly make you a Bow. I perſuade myſelf 
that what I ſend you of his, will in ſome Meaſure 
make you Amends for all this Impertinence of 
my own, which 1 ſhall conclude with a Maxim 
taugh me by Experience, and therefore very like- 
ly to be true, viz. That there is no Senſe more ſub- 
lime than that of Mad Men, as there is no Mad. 
meſs ſo extravagant, as the Madneſs of Men of 
Senſe. In order to ſhew you, that notwithſtand- 
ing this Letter, I am till perfectly in my Wits; I 
need only add, that I am ſincerely your Friend, 
and moſt unfeignedly 


Your obedient bumble Servant, 


H AON. 
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8 The Lerne of 
ÞP 0 V E R T Y, 


Marchand of tolerable good Senſe, not al- 
together unimproved by Education, found, 
in Spite of all the Care he could take, his Affairs 
in ſuch a Situation as rendered it neceſſary for 
him to quit a kind of Life, which he was ſo little 
qualified to lead, and to ſtrike out ſome better 
Way of employing the ſmall Reſidue of his Effects. 
Such Conſiderations have commonly a ſtrong Effect 
on the Imagination, ſo as to fill it with gloomy 
Ideas, and even to prejudice the intellectual Fa- 
culties themſelves. Such was the Caſe of this di- 
ſtreſſed Trader, who having unſucceſsfully weari- 
ed himſelf in ſeeking to eſcape from a Labyrinth 
of Thought, at laſt ſunk, without perceiving it, 
into a profound Sleep; Nature affording that Re- 
medy which he wanted both the Will and the 
Power to apply. 
His Eyes were ſcarce cloſed, when, to his ill 
waking Mind, the Image of a robuſt Woman, 
above the common Size preſented itſelf; ſhe was 
dreſſed in a home-ſpun Stuff, and tho? her Head- 
Attire was far from being fine, yet it was ex- 
tremely White, and very agreeably diſpoſed ; the 
reſt of her Garb was ſuitable, and. her Air had 
ſomething in it frank and noble, tho? ia 
that ſeemed to flow from the Boarding School; 
modeſt Chearfulneſs ſhone in her Countenance, — 
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altogether ſhe looked like ſome Perſon of Diſtin- 
ction, cloathed after a ruſtic Manner. The 
Merchant, whoſe Thoughts even in his Sleep, ran 
on the Situation he was in, ſaw this Phantom 
with Surprize, and haſtily- demanded who ſhe 
was, and how ſhe came to * upon his Pri- 
vacyp. 

A this the Dame ſeemed to ſmile, 1 after 
a low Reverence proceeded thus. My Name is 
POVERTY; do not be ſtartled, your” being 
afraid 1s the only Thing can make me hurt you; 
calm your T houghts, recollect your Spirits, and 
when you are cool enough to hear me I will go 
on. Having ſaid this, the pauſed a-while, and 
then reſumed her Diſcourſe. My, Parents, faid - 
ſhe, were CHANCE and INDISCRE- 


TION; they made a Match almoſt without 
thinking of it, and tho' my Mother went. her 


full Time, I came into the World when I was 
little expected; ſhe had been marry'd more than 


once before; and, I have a great many Siſters by 


different Fathers, and moſt of them have made 
their Huſbands very unhappy. This doubtleſs. 
you have heard, and therefore, not without Rea- 
fon, ſeem confounded at the Sight of me; but 
have Patience, you are the Perſon. I have choſen 
for my Spouſe, there is no being rid of me; and 
yet if you will take my Advice, we may live to- 


gether happily enough. 


The poor Man ſigh'd, but ebuld not n he 
contented himſelf with bowing, and beckoning 
to her to proceed. Moſt of my Siſters, continued 


| ſhe, have never been able to gain the Love of 


their Huſbands; they converſed with them as it 
were by Force, and the Conſequence of ſuch un- 
toward Embraces hath in moſt of them been the 

bringing 
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bringing into the World a Boy black as à Negro, 
called SHAME, alike hated by Father and Mo- 
ther, and yet ſticking lo cloſe to chem, as never to 
be diſowned. & s 

A few of my elder Siſters have to more 
happy ; ; ſome of them have matched with Country 
_ Clergymen, ſettled for the moſt part either in 

Wales, or in the North, and the Men being dul- 
creet, they have liv'd in Peace and Comfort; 
moſt of their Iſſue have been Females, ſuch as 
TEMPERANCE, FRUGALITYX,: and 
PIETY, with theſe Maids, when they grew up 
to Maturity, their Parents paſſed their Time very 
agreeably, returning the World's Favours in kind, 
and pitying, with good Reaſon, ſuch as en 
them. 

Others have married Soldiers, and had r no Rea- 
ſon to repent their Choice; you muſt have heard 
of FORTITUDE, the Son of one of my Si- 
ſters by a Martial Spouſe. It has been often re- 
marked, that the greateſt Heroes have been beſt 
ſatisfied with Ladies of our Family; and if -I am 
rightly informed, you may read in ſome Greet 
and Latin Authors of ſeveral Men of great Diſtin- 
ction, who would not be divorced from us when 
they might; and, if I miſtake not, Epaminondas 
and Cincinnatus were of that Number. 


By this Time I hope you are convinced, that 


being joined to me will not neceſſarily render 


you miſerable; but I ſhall go farther till, and 


ſhew you, that tho I have no Fortune to brag 
of, yet the Poſſeſſion of me is attended with 
ſome Bleſſings; tor Inſtance, from the Moment 
we are united, you will ſee no Flatterers; a Look 
of mine obliges a falſe Friend to unmaſk him- 
| ell, and Leda the Tender neſs of him who is 
CEgq ES really 
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really ſo. Idle Viſiters and Goſſips alſo very rare- 
ly come where I am; ſo that if I bring you no 
good Company, I ſhall at leaſt keep you from 
the Plague of bad, which, the Corruption of the 
preſent Age conſidered, is of no ſmall Conſe- 

quence. ft rig e 
I am a great Enemy to Luxury, and very fond 
of Exerciſe; for which Reaſon, HEALTH, 
whoſe Company is ſo deſirable, ſhews Herſelf at all 
Times more ready to viſit me, than Ladies who 
make a much better Figure. I can alſo boaſt that 
Quiet is my conſtant Companion, and that there 
are very. few. Vices able to live under the ſame 
Roof. The moſt troubleſome, and perhaps 
you will think it ſtrange, is PRIDE ; but ſhe is an 
inſinuating Huſſy, and never wants ſome Art or 
other of recommending herſelf in Cottages as 
well as Courts; when ſhe peſters me too much, I 
have no Remedy but liſtening a little to R U- 
MOUR, for no ſooner do I hear what other Peo- 
ple ſay of me, than preſently I reſume my Wits. 
I cu have a little Freehold in J/arwzickſhrre ,. let 
us go down together, make it your Study to re- 
member your Condition, and that Experience has 
convinced you, your Parts are not of a kind to 
make it better, tho' it may eaſily be made worſe. 
Tour Income, tho' ſmall, will keep NECESSITY 
at the Door, if you yourſelf are not imprudent 
enough to let her in. Labour will ſupply many 
Wants, and at the ſame Time divert Care; he 
can never think himſelf a Slave who has no Ma- 
ſter, or believe any Office beneath him which 
Nature requires; you muſt ſhun Company, be- 
cauſe you cannot entertain them; the ill judging 
World will call this Spleen, but your own right 
judging Heart will acquit you. Accuſtom your- 
ſelf to go often to that Tribunal, and never diſ- 
: pul 
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pure its Decrees. Time, which leſſens all Evils, 
will make the Pains of which you are apprehend- 
five become Pleaſures. In the Courſe of a few 
Years I ſhall render you ſo many Services, you 
will begin to love me. I am ſo thoroughly per- 
ſuaded of this, that I will venture to felicitate you 
on your Nuptials; for know, my dear Spouſe, that 
Providence matches for the beſt, and that Men 
commonly owe their Miſeries to a vain prefering 
their own Choice. 

At theſe Words the decay d Trader ſtarted 
from his Seat, and enen out his Hand with 
great Alacrity, the ſudden Motion wak'd him; 
he recollected, he conſidered his Dream, and 
having bowed himſelf in humble Thanktulneſs 
before his Maker, he readily embraced that State 
of Life which alone was left him, fully perſuad- 
ed, that a virtuous Poverty might afford as much 
Happineſs as the moſt clevared Condition, and 
that Content with a little, might prove as agree» 
able Us him as Riches to others. 


LETTER IV. 
FLORIM OND # CELADON. 


N my Return from London, I was inform' 4 
| of your kind Viſit, and of the earneſt De- 
fire you expreſſed of hearing from me as ſoon as 
poſſible. I take therefore this. Opportunity of in- 
F forming you, that I took up my Reſidence while 
in Town with ppolytus. He is, I think, grown 
gayer, and much more converſable than f 
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ly; and, which, in my Judgment, is ſtill more 
extraordinary, his Lady ſeems to have taken u 
that part of his Temper which he has laid aſide. 
Inſtead of the giddy Creature you and I remem- 
ber her, ſhe is become one of the graveſt Ladies 
in the City; ſhe is fallen exactly into her Hus- 
band's Maxims with Reſpect to Economy, x- 
tremely rigid to her Servants as to their Beha- 
viour, and at the ſame Time more attentive to 
their Welfare than themſelves. I confels to you, 
I was quite aſtoniſhed at the Change, and much 
more ſo at the Decorum obſerved in the Family. 
J verily believe the Courts of ſome Princes are 
not near ſo regular, or r themſelves lo well attend- 
ed. 
| After paying all his Reſpect to our ne 
let me without Ceremony give you an Account of 
an Evening's Converſation with Hippolytus. He 
had communicated to me a very curious: Letter 
from China, and took Occaſion itom thence to 
advance what I thought very extraordinary Do- 
Etrine, that Men were, generally ſpeaking, equal 
in all Reſpects among themſelves, and that the 
Almighty had made Title or no Diſtinction a- 
mongſt the ſeveral Nations of the World, what- 
ever the Vanity of ſonie Men might" tempt them 
to ſuggeſt. He grounded his Sentiment on that 
equa] Relation. in 1 which all Men ſtand to their 
Creator, and the Improbability there was, that a 
Being Liſe and good, ſhould deal more or leſs fa- 
vourably with any of his Creatures; whereas con- 
fidering this Notion as flowing from the Frailty 
of bdlmati Nature, nothing could appcar to be 
more fairly accounted for. 

Upon this I took the Liberty of repreſenting ' 
to him, that tho nothing was more laudable than 


enter- 
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entertaining exalted and magnificent Ideas of the 
Supreme Being; yet there was at the ſame Time 
nothing more unſafe, than to pretend to deſert his 
revealed Will, in order to ſet up our own Con- 
jectures in its Stead, That this was a Liberty we 
durſt not take with human Laws, which conſtrain- 
ed us to ſubmit to a certain Conſtitution, choſen 
for us and did not allow us to ſtrike out into ſuch 
Ways of Living as beſt pleaſed ourſelves. That 
3 all, human Reaſon could find nothing amiſs 
in thoſe Diſtinctions, which we were taught to 
belicve God had made amongſt Men. That in 
the beginning, while all were alike obedient to his 
Laws, alike he conſidered all; but in proceſs of 
Time, according to their S he rejected 
ſome and regarded others. That this «Notion 
was agreeable to Experience, and to the general 
Rule obſerved by his Providence, which annexes 
Rewards, to good Actions, and Puniſhments to 
ſuch as are had... 

 Hippolytus took ſome Phong to convince me, that 
T had miſtaken his Meaning. I aſſert no more, 
ſaid he, than that God has given to all his Crea- 
fures the Means of being happy. It appears to 
me, that all the Countries on the Globe have 
their Conveniencies and their Inconveniencies. 
That amongſt all Nations, there are ſome Fools 
and ſome Wiſe, and that ſome Things which are 
eſteemed, or which may be in Fact great Bleſſings 
to ſome Countries, might not be ſo in others. 
To make myſelf as intelligible as I can, continued 

he, I will give you an Inſtance, I think, that the 
Chineſe Literature ſerves all the Purpoſes of that 
Nation better than if they received, and even 
attained Perfection, in the Sciences molt in Eſteem 

with us. 
it Tg 
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"To this I replied ; that I was glad to ſee I had 
driven him from one of his ſceptical Ports; but I 
told him, I could not reſt ſatisfied with that, 
while he ſtill continued to maintain Notions every 
Way as repugnant to right Reaſon. I obſerved 
to him, that the Reaſon of Things was the 
ſame in all Ages, and in all Countries ; That as 
to Science, it ought to be diſtinguiſhed into what 
was properly, and what was falfely ſo called. 
The former | upon me to prove never va- 
ried, as I inſtanced to him in the Mathematical 
Writings of the Ancients, which were now as 
much eſteemed, and as readily aſſented to, as 
when they were written. But as to falſe Sciences, 
ſuch as Aſtrology, Augury, and natural Magick, 
as they were in reality nothing better than Fictions, 
ſo they appeared ſometimes in one Form, ſome- 
times in another, That beſides theſe, there was 
a mixed Kind of Science, partly true, and partly 
falſe, becauſe built on different Foundations, viz. 
Conjecture and Experiment, which Kind was 
capable of continual Improvement, as Men were 
able to depend leſs upon Opinion, and more upon 
Facts. So that to aſſert Men had equal Degrees 
of Knowledge, with Reſpect to their Neceſſities, 
was falſe, ſince the preſent Inhabitants of Greece 
knew not how to build ſuch Edifices as had been 
erected by their Predeceſſors, nor even how to re- 
pair the Ruins of fuch as were left ; and yet the 
Soil and Climate remained the ſame, and conſe- 
quently their Neceſſities alike, 5 
As to the Literature of China, J obſerved that 
hitherto we have very indiſtinct Accounts of it; 
but that however, this was certain, the wiſeſt and 
moſt learned of the Chineſe, preferred our Know- 
ledge to their own, and took a great deal of Pains 
ta 
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to acquire it; if therefore their natural Abilities 
were ſo great, they plainly decided the Queſtion 
againſt him, ſince the moſt knowing of them be- 
came Diſciples to the Jeſuits; that as to their 
Government, their Arts, their Manufactures, I 
did not diſpute they might be more convenient 
for them than ours would be, but that this did not 
flow from any occult Cauſe, as he ſeemed to ſug- 
geſt, but from one very apparent, viz. becauſe 
they had adapted all theſe to the Nature of their 
Country, and their own Diſpoſitions. On the 
whole therefore, the only Inference that could be 
drawn from this was, that wiſe Men in all Coun- 
tries acted according to their different Lights. 

Hippolytus ſmiled at my Manner of reaſoning. 
Lou have found out, ſaid he, Arguments to juſ- 
tify that Sentiment which I would have expreſſed, 
for not being uſed to ſuch philoſophical De- 
ductions, I did not attend to all the Conſe- 
quences which might be drawn from my Man- 
ner of delivering my Thoughts. I perceive 
that we agree pretty well in the main, and there- 
fore let us no longer diſpute. We are both ſatis- 
fied that our Creator is wiſe and good, and that 
he has left none of the human Race Reaſon to 
complain. This Point ſettled, take the Paper 
you like ſo well into the Country. and let us go 
down to Supper; I hate all Controverſies from 
whence no Profit is to be drawn. 

I muſt own to you freely, Celadon, that upon 
conſidering this Matter more attentively, I begin 
to doubt whether the Matter be ſo clear as J at 
firſt apprehended. There are certainly man 
Things out of the reach of human Underſtanding, 
and thoſe perhaps are the leaſt knowing, who en- 
tertain the feweſt Jealouſies of their own Know- 


ledge. 
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ledge. We have juſt Faculties ſufficient to manage 
properly our on narrow Affairs, but when we 
pretend to extend theſe beyond their natural 
Bounds, or fooliſhly offer to graſp at univerſal 
Science, we only diſcover our own Weakneſs, and 
like Men who venture to Sea in a Wherry, diſ- 
cern our Folly by our Danger, and then pull 
round, in order to gain the Shore. Sometime or 
other, however, this thirſt of Knowledge will cer- 
tainly be gratified, for we have no irregular De- 
ſiries implanted in us by Nature; but the Irregu- 
larities we diſcern are the Effects of our Miſappli- 
cations, How wiſely then, in that Scheme which 
God has given us of his Will, are moral Duties 
fo much more warmly preſſed, than ſpeculative 
Conſiderations! While we are here, Action is 
more our Buſineſs than thinking, though we may 
8 indulge this too, ſo it be not to the Pre- 
— of that. But I am again entering into the 
byrinth, and that I may not weary you and 
myſelf with my Endeavours to get out, I will 
a this Letter wich a ſhort Account of the | 
Paper incloſed.  _ b 
It was written to our Friend, according to its 
Pate, by a Gentleman who has been in the Eaſt- 
India Company's Service thirty Years. It con- 
tains no more than a naked Narration of Facts, 
which as they are new and curious, muſt be alla 
ed to be entertaining. For: my own Part, I am 


always better pleaſed with Accounts delivered to 


me in this plain Way, than with any of thoſe 
pompous Relations which charm the . reſt of the 
World. For the ſame Reaſon I diſlike an unneceſ- 
ſary Train of Compliments, which ſeem to me an 
eee that 1227 NE no means nner F _ 
| 5325 ip: 
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ſhip : ſince then this is my Opinion, judge of =p 
JI by a e Concluſion, - * 
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And foalt ever be as much 2 225 aur { 
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LETTER from CHINA. 


Canton, OF. 1. 1716. | 


TN my laſt, 1 gave you the beſt Account I could 
of the Government of this Country, in which 

if 1 give you leſs Satisfaction, by keeping cloſe to 
common Occurrences z: yet of this, I dare aſſure 
you, that I wrote nothing but what was exactly 
true, and made not the leaſt Uſe of that Privilege 
which Cuſtom and common Speech extend to 
Travellers, and which has been but too much 
practiſed by the Travellers into this Country in 
particular. I am now, according tg my Promiſe, 
to give you the beſt Idea I can of the Ruler of 
this great Empire, which that I might the ber- 
ter do, I applied myſelf to ſome of the Court, 
whom I have found very faithful and honeſt in 
other 


: 
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other Matters, where they might have found their 
Account in cheating me; and therefore I cannot 
ſuſpe& their Veracity in Points where, to ſpeak 
Truth, would do them Credit, and to * 
me would do them no Good. 

The Name of the reigning Emperor is Kambi, 
the Grandſon of that Tartar Conqueror, who 
ſubdued China. He is now in his grand Climacte- 
rick, and has reigned about fifty Years. As to 
his Perſon, he is tall, well made and active. His 
Face is long, his Eyes quick and piercing, and his 
Aſpect full rather of Severity than. Majeſty ; many 
of the Miſſionaries has given out, that he is 4 
Chriſtian in his Heart, for which however, there 
is not much Foundation. He outwardly favours 
the Superſtition of the Bonzes ; 3 but thoſe who 
have converſed with him in private, affirm that 
he is in reality a Deiſt, and entertains a high Con- 
tempt of the Idolatry he tolerates. It is not how- 
ever improbable that he might by this Time have 
been a Chriſtian, if any but the Miſſionaries had 
diſcourſed with him on religious Subjects, but the 
Zeal of ſome of theſe for ſuperſtitious Ceremonies, 
hath ſo ſtrongly prejudiced him againſt revealed 
Religion, that he has no more Reſpect for them 
than his own Prieſts. He is jealous of being im- 
poſed upon, and he gives more Credit to his own 
Judgment than theirs. | 

This Monarch hath all the Pride and Haughti- f 
neſs of the Afatic Princes, keeps ſteadily to the 
old Forms, not only in his Management of the 
Government, but in that alſo of his private Af- 
fairs, and the Concerns of his Palace, His ruling 
Paſſion is a ſtrong Thirſt of Knowledge, and yet 
even this will not allow him to prefer Truth to 
n vain — which have been long ined 

taine 
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tained by his Predeceſſors. For Inſtance, it is a 
received Opinion amongſt the Chineſe, that their 
Country is the Centre of the World, and that it 


comprehends a great Part of the habitable Earth. 
The Jeſuits, with whom the Emperor often confers 


on Subjects of Learning, took a great deal of 


Pains to ſatisfy him of the Falſchood of both theſe 
Poſitions. But in vain, the Emperor remains 
fixed in his Opinion, and a learned 1alian Father, 
who drew a Map of the World by the Emperor's 
Direction, thought proper to comply with his In- 
ſtructions, and to place China where he would 
have him. 

The more intelligent Chineſe readily own chat 
theſe Notions are abſurd, and they aſſert that 
nobody knows this better than the Emperor, but 
that he pretends the contrary for two Reaſons. 
Firſt, becauſe he thinks the old Opinion very agree- 
able to the People, and that therefore it would be 


dangerous to ſubvert it. Secondly, he is reſolved 


to ſhew that he is obeyed by the Jeſuits, and that 
they cannot govern him as they pretend they have 
governed other Princes. However this be, I can 
aſſure you, that after having viewed a Pair of fine 
Globes that were brought over in our Ship, and 
which far exceeded any that were in his Poſſeſſion, 
he refuſed to purchaſe them, becauſe Ching did 
not ſtand in the Centre, and made but a v 
| mall Figure in Compariſon of the. reſt of the 
World. I am, however, ſince informed, th 
theſe Globes were privately bought for the Em- 
peror, and are now in the Royal Palace at 
Pekin. 

Among other Inſtances of his Curiofl ity, there 
happened lately one which was whimſical enough; 
he had a Mind to know what it was to be drunk, 


and, 
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and for that Reaſon. ordered a Nobleman, or; ay 
they are called here, a Mandarin, who had a very 
ftrong Head, to fit down and drink with him. 
The Liquor they choſe was Canary; and in the 
Space of a couple of Hours, the Emperor grew 
dead drunk, and fell faſt aſleep. When the 
Mandarin, who continued ſober, ſaw this, he re- 
tired out of the Room, and ſent for ſome of the 
Chiefs of the Eunuchs, to whom he addreſſed 
himſelf in Words to this purpoſe. * My Friends, 
„ whatever a Monarch does, is no light Matter. Our 
* Maſter ſeems but too well pleaſẽd with the Juice of 
* the Grape; he commended it at every Glaſs, and 
<« expreſſed himſelf in Raptures, when he had well 
„ nigh: got his Doſe. Conſider with yourſelves, 
« tharif he is already capricious, and ſomewhat ad- 
« difted to Cruelty, how inſupportable he will 
grow, if once he becomes a Baonkard? Take 
% my Advice therefore, load me inſtantly with 
& Chains, and thruſt me into a Dungeon. When 
the Emperor wakes, and enquires for me, tell him 
it was done by his Order, and leave the reſt to 
me.“ The Eunuchs approved this Scheme, and 
inſtantly put it in Execution. 
As ſoon as the Emperor came to himſelf, and 
perceiv'd he was alone, he enquired for the Man- 
darin; and being told that he was in a Dungeon 
loaded with Irons, and that they had ſent for an 
Executioner to put him to Death by his Majeſty's 
Orders; he was amazed, and began to reflect 
within himſelf, what it was that had thus pro- 
voked him. Being able to recollect nothing, he 
gave Directions, that the Mandarin ſhould be ſent 
for, who came into his Preſence with Irons on 
his Hands and Feet, and with a dejected Counte- 
nance 0 himſelf at * Emperor's Feet, re- 
queſted 


* 
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queſted that he might at leaſt know his Offence; 
upon this his Irons were taken off, and the Com- 
pany withdrawing, the Emperor told him plain - 
Iy, that he remembered nothing of the Matter, 
but that his Head ached extremely, and that how 
well ſoever he liked the Taſte of the Wine, he 
would never drink above three Glaſſes a Day of a 
Liquor prejudicial alike to the Mind, and to the 
Body; which Reſolution he has ever ſince main- 
tained, and may therefore boaſt of having once 
been happily Nein ©] af 15 - 
This Prince is very curious as to European 
Manufactures of all kinds, eſpecially Veſſels of 
Braſs and Copper; whenever any of theſe of a 
new Invention are brought hither, he employs 
ſome of his own Workmen to imitate them, and 
then ſhewing their Performances to the Miſſiona- 
ries, he aſks them very gravely, it they have any 
ſuch Things in Europe. Never certainly was 
there any Prince more jealous of the Honour, or 
more ſtudious for the Intereſts of his Subjects than 
he; for which Reaſon the Grandees are extreme- 
” 3 to him, tho' he has ſome Qualities which 
are unprincely enough, eſpecially Covetouſneſs, for 
which however he fails not to make Excuſes, as 
he is too penetrating not to diſtinguiſh his on 
Faults, as well as thoſe of others. He ſays, that 
he is at vaſt Expences for the Good of his Sub- 
jects, of which they know nothing; and therefore 
he muſt take Ways they are unacquainted with, 
to ſupply his Coffers. This he uſually does by 
borrowing, or fining for ſome flight Offence, any 
of his Officers who have the Reputation of being 
very rich; for, ſays the Monarch, by this Means 
1 diſcourage Extortion, and at the ſame Time 
take nothing but what is juſtly my own. 3 
D 4 He 
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He is alſo much given to Women, of whom 
he has ſeveral Hundreds, and upwards of three- 
ſcore Sons and Daughters; yet hitherto he has de- 
clined naming his Succeſſor, alledging, that it is 
Time enough to lie down, when one can no lon- 
ger fit up. He is far from being indolent, nor is 
quite ſo obſtinate as he is commonly reputed ; 
but being a great Politician, he affects to diſ- 
guiſe his Sentiments; and thoſe who are well ac- 
quainted with the Temper of his Subjects, can- 
not but admit that he has ſome Degree of Rea- 
fon. Ina Word, he has more Virtues than moſt, 
and at leaſt as few Vices as any, Perſon of Diſtin- 
C̃tion in that Country. I believe I ſhall write 
to you no more from hence, expecting every Day 
to depart, &c. FO BOY. | 


rn 1, 
THEODORUS V FLORIMOND. | 


FT Receiv'd Yeſterday, my dear Friend, your 
kind Letter, and underftanding from my Son 
that he has written what little News we have here 
to his Siſter, I will, without Ceremony, apply my 
ſelf to anſwer, as well as 1 am able, the Queſtion 
you propoſed. It is a Point I have often conſi- 
dered, and therefore I hope I ſhall give you ſome 
Satisfaction. Whether I do or do not, I expect 
you will tell me freely ; for the great End of all 
- theſe Enquiries is Truth, which is a Thing ſacred 
in its Nature, and ought never to be ſacrificed to 
Complaiſance. Your: Queſtion runs thus, Vat 
| are 
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are the Natures, and what the proper Bounds of Cre- 
dulity and Incredulity, and how are they to be avaid- 
ed? I will conſider this Queſtion juſt as it lies; 
that is to ſay, I will ſpeak firſt of the Qualities 
you mention, and then of the Means of guarding 
againſt them. 

Credulity is, in few Words, believing too readi- 
ly; and this we may do either in Reſpect to the 
Thing believed, when we credit what we may 
am; to be falſe, by the Uſe of our Reaſon; or 
eſpect to the Teſtimony, when we credit a 

Witnels, to whom ſtrictly ſpeaking, no Credit 
is due; or when one might have better Teſtimony 
if one ſought it. I beg Leave to give you ſome 
few Inſtances, in order to make my Definitions 
clear. We have heard of a certain Philoſopher 
who aſſerted, that there was no ſuch Thing as 
Motion: Now either to have received the Opinion, 
or even to have entertained a Doubt whether it 
might be true, had been an Act of Credulity; 
becauſe if we know any Thing, we know this to 
be falſe. If a common Fellow reports a Thing, 
of which there is juſt Grounds to believe he is no 
competent Judge, Iam not bound to believe him, 
tho' I have an Opinion of his Honeſty; neither 
ought I to credit a Witneſs of a better Reputation, 
ſo far as to raiſe any Syſtem upon his Experiments, 
if I may conveniently make them myſelf. Many 
have affirmed, that hot Water will freeze much 
ſooner than cold, and have pretended to affign 
Reaſohs for it; but whoever will carefully make 
7 xperiment, cannot avoid diſcovering, that it 
alſity : and therefore had he attempted to 
— on this Subject, without making the Ex- 
periment, he might have been juſtly: condemn'd 
for Credulity: it is Madneſs-to enquire 
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why a Thing is ſo, till we are ſatisfied ſo it is. 
Thus 1 think I have given a clear Account of 
the Nature and Cauſes of Credulity, which is 
itſelf one great Source of Ignorance. 

As to Incredulity, it is the oppoſite Viee to 
the former, and no leſs a Vice than it. To be- 
lieve Things without Reaſon, or without Evidence, 
is a Fault; J and it is a Fault likewiſe to difpute, 
or which is the ſame Thing, not to admit the 


Teſtimony of Reaſon and Evidence. He is juſt- 


ly ftiled incredulous who refuſes to believe, be- 
cauſe he does not abfolutely comprehend. It is 


not neceſſary, that a Thing ſhould be obvious to 


my Reaſon, in order to be true; it is fufficient 


that it is not repugnant. For inſtance, a Man 
born in a Climate where Snow and Froſt is never 


ſeen, cannot well conceive a feathered Rain, or a 
River with Coaches upon it; but ſhould he deny 


the Poſſibility of ſuch a Thing, he would deceive 


himſelf, and be deſervedly laugh'd at. He is 
likewiſe incredulous, who refufes to believe a com- 

ent Witneſs, becauſe he teſtifies ſomewhat he 
would not willingly have true. Thus, for Fear of 
admitting the ridiculous Story, that a certain kind 


of Geeſe grew upon Trees, ſome have reſolved . 


to deny, that ever any living feathered Creatures 
were found floating upon rotten Wood ; whereas 
a French Virtuoſo has lately found, by - repeated 


Experiments, that the Thing is really ſo, and 
that the Eggs of living Creatures being thus 


hatched as they floated, gave Birth to the com- 
mon Report. In like manner the old Story, that 
a Camel preſerves Water in falſe Stomachs, and 
is thereby enabled to travel long without drink- 
ing, after being for a conſiderable Time exploded 


for a Truth. 
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Abſolutely to avoid theſe contrary Errors, is 
perhaps a Perfection not attainable by our Nature: 
but it is certain, that with a reaſonable Degree of 
Care, we might prevent our being ſo much ſub- 
ject to theſe Errors as we uſually are. We might 
err ſometimes through want of Capacity, where- 
as now moſt of our Errors proceed from the Un- 
towardneſs of the Will, which we might eaſily 
correct. In order to ehis. I would recommend 
it, as a Point of the higheſt Importance, to ac- 
quire a proper Notion of the Value, and in Con- 
ſequence thereof, a juſt Affection for Truth. We 
commonly ſay, that it is the moſt amiable Thing 
in the World, but perhaps we ſay this with too 
little Senſe of what we affirm. Truth is amiable, 
becauſe it is the Perfection of whatever we can 
deſire. It is the Knowledge of Truth that makes 
us wiſe; in virtue of our loving Truth, we are ho 
neſt; and by Reaſon of our ſpeaking Truth we 
are ſincere. Now, as theſe are Qualities which 
have been ever admired, and every where eſ- 
teemed, it follows, that Truth muſt be an ami - 
able Thing. If ſo, we ought to ſeek it in all 
Things; it may indeed be more important in one 
Reſpect than another, but is ever of ſome Im- 
portance, and therefore never to be ſacrificed to 
our Complaiſance for others, to our Fondneſs for 
our own Opinions, or an indolent mn on 

which Side of the Queſtion it lies. 
In the next Place, I would recommend a great 
Modeſty: in ſpeaking, and an honeſt Fear of aſ- 
ſerting | or denying, but upon full Conviction and 
upon 'very juſt Grounds. . There are ſo many 
hings which we have not hadan Opportunity of 
knowing, and ſo many more that we never can 
1 what we are rn with we know ſo 
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ſuperficially, and we are ſuch improper Judges of 
Things ſtrange to us, that a wiſe Man is ſcarce 
ever peremptory, and a Man's being poſitive, is a 
ſtrong Proof that his Judgment is weak. I do 
not pretend to recommenda general Scepticiſm, or 
the bringing our Doubts into Practice. In reſpect 
to the common Affairs of Life, we have all the 
Certainty that is neceſſary; all therefore that I aſk 
is, that where Nature has denied this Senner, 
we ſhould not affirm we have it. 

Laſtly, in my Judgment, Diligence is a very | 
efficacious Remedy: I mean Diligence in En- 
quiries. There are many more Things within 
the Reach of human Underſtanding than is com- 
monly apprehended; and if we would truſt Rea- 
ſon more, and Imagination leſs, the Kingdom of 
Ignorance would quickly loſe many a large Pro- 
vince.. With reſpect to the Theory of Viſion and 
Colours, we know what ſtrange Miſtakes poſſeſſed 
not only the Vulgar, but the Learned, and this 
for Ages. At length Sir aac Newton came; and 
merely by diat of Honeſty, in not perſuading him- 
ſelf he knew what in reality he knew not, difolv'd 
the Charm, and opened a new Field of Know- 
ledge to the admiring World: he did the ſame 
Thing with reſpect to many other Branches of 
Science, and has thereby eſtabliſhed a juſt and 
laſting Reputation. We had another Philoſo- 
pher who was at once the moſt: credulous and 
the moſt incredulous Man living, I mean Thomas 
Habbs of Malmęſbury; whatever his own Tmagi- 
nation ſuggeſted, that he believ'd, againſt Rea- 
ſon, againſt Experience; whatever was generally 
received by others, he would obſtinately reject, 
and ſet his Wits to work to deviſe Objections 
Wen almoſt ſelf-evident I Truths. Theſe ö 
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. ples conſidered, will afford more Light towards 
the Solution of your Queſtion, than a long Train 
of Reaſoning. 8 e 
One ſees, by obſerving the Courſe of Things in 
this World? that Credulity is the more ſhameful 
Error of the two; but I own, that I do not ſee 
why. Incredulity is as much wide of Reaſon, and 
to the full as deſtructive of Knowledge, yet it eſ- 
capes better, which is a Fate it does not deſerve; 
the moſt difficult Thing I know is to preſerve a 
right Conduct with reſpect to what are called vul- 
gar Opinions. Some are certainly too ready in 
receiving them, but many are as certainly blame- 
able for treating them merely as ſuch with Contempt. 
Common Conſent is an Argument, tho? not an irre- 
fragable Argument, and there is a Degree of Va- 
nity, to ſay no worſe, in a Man's pretending to 
ſet up his on particular Judgment, on all Occa- 
ſions, againſt that of the reſt of Mankind. To 
ſpeak freely, I think a common Notion, ought 
prima facie to be eſteem'd right; but if any Man 


will modeſtly offer Proofs to the contrary, I think 3 
he ought by all Means to. be heard. To enquire is 1 1 
the only Road by which the human Underſtanding = 
can arrive at Knowledge ; and therefore we can 4; 
never ſuppoſe, that Mankind came to an Agreement i 
to bar it up; and if they had, this would not Wh. 
bind their Succeſſors. On the whole, too great . 


Modeſty, and too great Aſſurance, are alike to be g 
avoided; we ought to be afraid of advancing no- 1 
thing that we are ſure is true, and we ought to have 1 
a like Fear of denying what may be ſo. I am ſure I 6 1} 
act agreeably to this Rule, in telling you that Iam, 
F Your Friend and Servant, =_ 


THEODORUS. 
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LETTER VL | 
'PHAON » CELADON. | 
H AVE read with all imaginable Satisfaction 


that Letter of Florimond's, With the incloſed 
Paper, which you were pleaſed to ſend me. I 


confeſs, it. is my fixed Opinion, that Mankind 


are pretty much the ſame throughout all the 
Countries of the Earth, if we except the Impreſ- 
ſions made on them by Religion and Education; 
and hence it is, that I am mäzed, that ſome 
who would paſs for Politicians, give themſelves 
ſo little Trouble about Religion, and ſcarce think 


of Education at all. 


We muſt be Children before we are Men, - 
and it is then only that we ſuffer Inſtruction, or 


think we have need of it.. To let this Time ſlip 
without making a right Uſe of it, is to leave 


Seeds when they are once ſown, without weeding, 
or watering them. It is a Hundred to one, that 


they are choaked, and never grow up at all, or if 
they do, it is a thouſand to one that they become 


good for nothing. We may fay the ſame Thing 
with reſpect to Men: it is impaſſible they ſhould 
paſs (4 ny the World without having ſome 
Notion, of Religion; ſince their own Happineſs, 


and the Happineſs of thoſe they have to deal 


with, depends ſtrongly on their having right No- 
tions in this Reſpect. 


Such therefore in all Weinert as have little 
Furs either of Education or Religion, fol- 
low 
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,ow blindly their Inclinations, and devote them- 
ſelves wholly to the Gratification of their Paſſions. 
Among ſuch Men, what Difference can there be ? 
None ſurely, but what ariſes from the Cuſtoms and 
Laws of the Countries in which they live. I 
have .not confined myſelf in my Notions on this 
Head, to the bare Dictates of my own Judgment, 
but have endeavourcd to call Experience to the 
Aſſiſtance: of my Reaſon, that, if poſſible, 1 
might not be deceived, It is true, my Know- 
ledge of Mankind hath not been very extenſive, 


but as far as it reached, it confirmed me in this 


| Notion, nor could I ever find that Men were either 
better or worſe for living in this or that Climate, 
but merely from their having the Benefits of a 
liberal Education, or wy from the Principles 
of ſolid Piety. - 

You know the Tralians are generally ſtigmatized 
for many Vices, neither do I think it is alto- 
gether without Reaſon; but then this is wholly 
. owing to moſt flagrant F aults in their Education, 
and to thoſe oppoſite Miſchiefs which prevail 
equally there, Atheiſm and Superſtition. Such 
of the Italians as have been happy in a regular 
kind of Breeding; and in conſequence thereof, 
have juſter, I mean ſincerer Notions of Religion, 
of whom, I have known ſeveral; are Men of ex- 
cellent Characters, and every Way worthy of 
Eſteem. All the Enquiries F have been able to 

make of Perſons who have travelled in the moſt 
diſtant Parts of the World, have iſſued in ſup- 
| porting this Notion of the Equality of Mankind, 


_ - confidered in their natural State. 


Give me Leave to add to this, that there. are 
certain epidemick Follies which afflict all Climates, 
and all Ages, which ſerve to diſtract the Under- 


ſtandings, 
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ſtandings, and corrupt the Morals of thoſe among 
whom they prevail ; out of many, I will inſtance 
two, Idolatry and the Love of Money, The firſt 
exterminates all true Religion, and the latter tears 
up Virtue by the Roots. Whoever will conſider 
all the Religions that prevail i in the World, will 
. diſcover that a kind of Idolatry prevails among 
weak People, and induces them to place all their 
Hopes in Things idle and inſignificant z and this, 
I think, has been carried ſo far, as to fill ſome 
People with idolatrous Rage againſt the Decency 
of other Folks Worſhip ; neither could there be 
any Thing more oppoſite to the Principles of the 
antient Quaters, than their making it a Point to 
diſtinguiſh themſelves by Habit, for if Dreſs be, 
as it really is, a Thing 5 — then 
all Diſtinctions are unneceſſary. As to a Fond- 
neſs for Money, I need ſay the leſs of it, becauſe 
it is almoſt every where but too notorious; but the 
Vice that I mean, is not a Paſſion for Wealth, on 
Account of the Pleaſures it enables us to taſte ; 
but that Paſſion which extends no farther than 
Money itſelf, and which is ſo far from canſider- 
ing it as the Harbinger of Pleaſure, that it makes 
the bare Poſſeſſion of it, which is really of no 
Uſe, the utmoſt of its Views. Of all our Vices, 
this is the leaſt rational, and for that Reaſan, 
perhaps the moſt furious. Other Foibles are 
_ wore out in Time, but this increaſes with our 
Tears, though, to ſpeak. the Truth, it is properly 
an old Man's Vice, fince it conſiſts in deſiring 
what we cannot uſe. 
Although, in other Reſpects, People ſtrongly ; 
touched with theſe Vices, act in ſuch a Manner 
as ſhew they do not want either Parts or Pru- 
"i por in Reſpect to that which takes oy 
| their 


5 
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their Minds moſt, they are ſo intaxicated that 
they act like Madmen. For what is there more 


groſly ſtupid than for a Man, otherwiſe of good 


Senſe, to think of making himſelf acceptable to 
the Governor of all Things, by praying in a cer, 
tain Place, by honouring certain Images, or by 

rforming certain Ceremanies, whereas nothing 
is clearer than that Rectitude of Mind, and good 
Works, are all that can make Men pleaſing unto 
God. On the other Hand, haw amazing is it to 
ſee Perſons who have a ſtrong Paſſion for Money, 
part with it readily on the moſt idle Pretences, 

rovided only that a vaſt Profit be promiſed. We 

ave never hitherto ſeen a Lottery, however diſ- 
advantageous, which has not met with Encourage» 
ment. Thoſe who have ſpared no Pains, and 
which is ſtill worſe, ſuch as have ſpared no Crimes 
to get together a Sum of Money, part with it 
for a few Pieces of Paper, charged with Words 
to this Purpoſe, When the Sky falls, you ſhall catch 
Larks, In ſhort Men are in both Caſes, Idola- 
ters; in both, they forgot the Ends of their Cre- 


ation, and deliver themſelves up to deluſive Ideas, 


which end commonly in Diſtraction or Deſpair. 
Among all the Methods that have been thought 


of to amuſe the Avaritious, and to practiſe on the 


Lovers of Money by the ſole Means by which 
they can be practiſed on, the Hopes of getting 
more, the Philoſopher's Stone ſeems to be the 
beſt contrived. It is, to ſpeak in the modern 
Phraſe, an old Bite. There were many Preten- 
ders to this Art in the Time of the holy War, 
and amongſt our old Statutes, there are not a few 
for encouraging, and for preventing ſuch Enter- 
prizes, according as our Princes were either Dupes 


to Alclymiſts, or perſuaded of their W 


* 1 . 


7 
þ p : 
2 
1 
1 
1 
4 


. 


412 The Rational AmvsrMEnT. 


In the Time of King James I. a Law forbidding 
the Art of Multiplication was repealed, and we 
may ſee from Ben. Johnſon's Alchymiſt, how much 
the Notion of making Gold by Art was in Vogue, 
though it had been before fully expoſed by E- 
raſinus, and by our learned and elegant Poet 
Chaucer, long before him. The Reaſon aſſigned 
for repealing that Statute was, that People might 
not go Abroad, and conſume their Eſtates to a- 
void its Penalties; and in Truth, I think it was a 
good one. Becauſe, if Men will beggar themſelves, 
it is better they ſhould do it at Home, becauſe 
then Poverty only changes Hands, and while they 
willingly hurt themſelves, they unwittingly do 
Good to others. 

There is not a Country in Europe, where at 
certain Seaſons this Madneſs of making Gold 
hath not prevailed ; but what is ſtill ranger, the 
Effects of this Fury were never ſo warmly felt 
here, as in the Eaſt, where thouſands of Volumes 
have been written upon this Art of converting 
Gold into Smoak, and where Numbers of Perſons 
truly rich, have been fooled out of all their Wealth, 
by a vain Purſuit of Riches never to be enjoyed. 
I cannot tell whether it will be News to you, that 
there are Schools of Alchymiſts in China; but I am 
ſure it was ſo to me, when I tranſcribed the in- 
cloſed Paper, which as I am informed, came from 
a Jeſuit, who had been long reſident in that Coun- 
try; it contains a very curious Hiſtory of the bad 
Effects of this ſilly Notion, and of the great 
Addreſs of Cheats and Impoſtors'in all Parts of 
the Earth; both which are, in my Opinion, Proofs 
of the Truth of what I have laid down; that hu- 
man Nature is univerſally the fame, and that all 
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Nations are alike compoſed of the Wiſe and the 
Weak, the Virtuous and the Wicked. 

It was the Hiſtory you ſent me of the Chineſe 
Monarch, which put me in Mind of this, other- 
wiſe it might have lain by me, as hitherto indeed 
it hath done, unconſidered, and conſequently uſe- 
leſs, But if it is fo lucky as to entertain you, 
and procure me from thence the Favour of another 
Letter; I ſhall think my Time well ſpent in 
copying it, as indeed I do whenever it is any way 
laid out for your Service, there being nothing 


which I more eſteem than the Honour of appear- 


ing in all Things, 
2 our fincere Friend, and —Y 
? © Obedient bumble Servant, 


5 P HA ON. 
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WISE MAN's FOLLY, 
Written in I A1 14 u. 


By PATA SCHOTTI. 


TS: HE Paſſions of Men are pretty much the 
ſame, wherever Men dwell, neither do I re- 
member to have ſeen any Vice or Folly practiſed 
at Venice, which I did not find naturalized in the 
Indies. The Humour of appearing Wiſe in ſhow, 
rather than in fact, prevails in China as much as 
in Europe, and one ſees there a Multitude of grave 
Men of all Profeſſions, who are deſirous of paſſing 
for Sages and Saints, though ſecretly as indulgent 
to their Inclinations, as any of their Neighbours. 
The Mandarin, who was our Protector in the 
Northern Provinces, was a remarkable Proof of 
this. The following Story I had from his favourite 
Domeſtic, who placed ſo much Confidence in me, 
as to believe I would not divulge it, where it 
might turn to his Maſter's Prejudice, neither do I 
ſet it down purely as it is a ſingular Event, but 
becauſe I apprehend it ſhews the Genius of theſe 
People, and their extraordinary Reach in Cunning, 
beyond any Thing we commonly meet with in 
Europe, even amongſt thoſe who are ſaid to * 
7 
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by their Wits. This Mandarin piques himſelf 
much on his Knowledge in the moſt curious Sci- 
ences, is really a Man of great Parts, and as much 
Learning as any JI converſed with in that Country. 
One would wonder that ſuch a one, conſiderinę 
alſo his Quality, ſhould be fixed upon by a Shar- 
per for his Dupe, but as one wittily obſerves, with- 
out à certain Degree of Senſe, a Man cannot be 
made a Fool. 

The Perſon who formed this Project of de- 
ceiving him, either was, or pretended to be, a 
Native of Great Tartary; he came with his Wife 
and Family into the Neighbourhood of this Man- 
darin's Palace, and there practis'd Chemiſtry. He 
was a Perſon properly qualified for his Profeſſion; 
he had a grave Countenance, a reſerved Behaviour, 
ſeemed very modeſt in his Diſcourſe, and affected 
more than ordinary Piety. He was certainly ſxill- 
ed in Phyſic, and did ſeveral very conſiderable 
Cures, which brought him tothe Mandariis Know- 
ledge, who finding him an ingenious Man, con- 


verſed with him frequently, and by Degrees be- 


gan to repoſe great Confidence in him, the rather 
becauſe the Stranger paid him a profound Reſpect, 


and ſeemed to liſten to his wiſe Diſcourſes with 
much Admiration. 


After ſome Months had paſſed: in this Manner, 
dur itinerant Phyſician took Occaſion to ſhew the 
Mandarin a little Treatiſe on the Philoſopher's 
Stone, as if he meant only to have his an 


ek ie. 


The Mandarin i ſmiled, and told um that if th 


engag' d in ſuch Studies, he would ſoon become 
Poor. The Stranger replied, that he was ſenſible 
there was no ſhorter Way to be Poor, than by 


K hurrying to be Rich; but that 1 
5 this, 
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I this, he was firmly perſuaded that a Man of mo- 
Ii derate Deſires, and who would make a good Uſe 
4 of his Riches, would not repent the Study he 
made the Object of his Ridicle. The Mandarin, 
who affected to be very wiſe, was curious to 
know what he meant; but however, carefully 
concealed his Curioſity, and pretended to perſiſt 
in his former Opinion. Ie : 3 
A Day or two after, he ſent for the Phyſician 
to his Houfe, and after many Proteſtations of 
Kindneſs and Affection, exhorted him to quit 
thoſe idle Studies, and keep to his Profeſſion. 
The Stranger ſought to defend the Science he had 
commended by many Arguments, which the 
Mandarin confuted, and had viſibly ſo much 
the better of the Argument, that at length his 
Antagoniſt ſaid, in a ſeeming Paſſion, that he 
knew what he was doing; that he had practis'd 
this Art for many Years; and that he made Uſe 
of Phyſic only to conceal the Means by which 
he acquired his Wealth. He acted his Part ſo 
dexterouſly, that the Mandarin with all his Skill 
ſwallowed the Bait, and very eagerly deſired to ſec 
a manifeſt Proof of what a little before he affirm- 
ed to be an impoſſible Thing. 
The Phyſician, as if he had recollected himſelf, 
would willingly have retracted Part of what he 
aid, but finding that impracticable, he related, 
not without ſome Reluctancy, the Story of his at- 
ü taining this Secret. He ſaid, that he had learn- 
ö ed all he knew from a Gaur, or Fire- worſbipper, that 
is, one of the ancient Perfians, or rather Perſces, 
of whom there are ſtill ſome remaining in the 
Neighbourhood of Batu. This Man he ſaid had 
| taught him not the great Secret, but one of an in- 
feerior Nature, which however was very * 
: via 
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that was the Art of tranſmitting Braſs, Lead, 
Copper, and in ſhort, all baſe Metals into Sil- 
ver, by adding to them a tenth Part of their 
weight of a certain kind of Liquid, of which 
his Inſtructor furniſhed him with a large Quantity, 
and with the Proceſs by which it might be made. 
This, he ſaid, he ſhortly intended to enter upon, 
his Stock being near our. Some time after, the 
Phyſician invited his Patron to his Houſe, in or- 
der to ſee the Operation performed. | 
The Mandarin, by the Direction of our Adept, 
brought with him about three Pounds of Lead 
and Pewter, which he put with his own Hands 
into a glazed refining Pot; this being placed in 


the Furnace, and ſuch a Heat given thereto as 


melted it, the Phyſician directed the Mandarin to 
take it out, and then ſhowing him a Bottle full 
of a clear Liquor like Water, but extremely 


heavy, he bid him pour out a Cup full, and 
e 


then gently decant it on the melted Metal. After 
this the refining Pot was again placed on the 
Furnace, and a ſtronger Degree of Heat given 
it than before. At length he bid the Mandarin 
take it out, and having poured it into a Tub of 
Sand, it appeared when cold, an Ingot of pure 


Silver, at which the Chine/e, who underſtood Me- 


tals well, and had never had it out of his Sight, 
appeared not a little amazed. The whole how- 
ever was certainly a Trick, as the Mandarin was 
afterwards fully perſuaded, though he could never 
diſcover how he had been impoſed upon. 
There wanted no more to make him eager in 
endeavouring to extract the Secret; but his Endea- 
vours were in vain. The Phyſician aſſured him, 
that he had no more than a certain Quantity of 
the Liquor, which he ſhewed him, and that hi- 
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thereto he had never made any, of this Elixir Lune 
himſelf ; but that he had ſo excellent,a Receipt in 
Writing, that he was in no Doubt of ſucceeding 
whenever he went about it; a Thing he deferred 
only for want of Conveniencies, fince he had by 
him Money enough to purchaſe all the neceſſary 
Ingredients, and to ſubſiſt him while he. was en- 
gaged in the Operation, which he owned to be. 
a Work of Time. His Patron heard this Diſ- 
courſe with Satisfaction, not from any want of 
Generoſity, or fear of furniſhing Money for the 
Expence ; but becauſe he thought it a convincing 
Proof of the Man's Sincerity, | "and that he was in 
no Danger of being deceiv'd or cheat. 
On this Suppoſition he offer'd the Chy miſt an 
Apartment in his Palace, with ſuitable Accom- 
nodations, and whatever he thought requiſite for 
goipg through this Proceſs, The Offer was too 
obliging to be refuſed; the Phyſician therefore re · 
mov'd immediately to the Houſe. of the Manda- 
777, with his Wife, two Servants, and all his Ef- 
fecks. After they had been there ſome time, the 
Phyſician introduced; his, Patron to his Spouſe, 
who, as hie told him, was the Daughter of that 
Gour from whom he had this Secret. The Per- 
Hau Ladies are eſteem'd remarkably handſotnę, and 
che Wife of our Virtuoſo had Beauty enough to 
be diſtinguiſned, even amongſt her Countrywo- 
men; BR that was not all, the Vivacity, of her 
Wit, join'd with the Modeſty of her Conduct, 
and a prodigious F und of Good Senſe, made her, 
extremely amiable; fo. that our Mandarin could 
not help. thinking himſe f perfectly happy, when 
admitted to converſe with erm vi OR 
The grand Operation went on all the Tina 
with all. imaginable Signs of Succels z the Phyſit 
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cian faſted. ſeveral Days in a Week, he made long 
Prayers, aud obſerv'd other ſtrange Rites, which 
ke told the Mandarin were agreeable'to the Reli- 
gion of. the Gaurs, He likewiſe acquainted him 
with their Theological Syſtem, and amongſt o- 
ther Things, with their Notions of tutelary or 
preſiding Angels, which have the Cuſtody and 
Direction of the ſeveral Elements, and are conſe- 
quently to be invoked by all ſuch, as would either 
gain a deep Acquaintance with,. or perform any 
extraordinary Change, in Nature. At laſt theſe 
favourable Appearances vaniſh'd at once, and the 
Phyſician appeared for ſome little Time amazed, 
and at his Wit's End; however recovering him- 
ſelf by Degrees, he Seclared he would make a 
Journey to Baka, in order to be ſet right by his 


Father-in law.; after which he promiſed to return 
and, finiſh. what he had undertaken, propoſing to - 


leave his Wife, his Servants, and his Effects, 
which were very confiderable, as a Pledge for the 
keeping of his Word. The Mandarin readily 
conſented, for he Bad now the utmoſt Confidence 

in him, as believing him both a dads learned, 2 
a very pious Man. : 

The Journey our Chemiſt was to l was 
ſuch a one as would take up three Months at the 
leaſt; his Abſence therefore afforded Leiſure for 
the Mandarin to become ſo deeply enamoured of 
the Stranger's 'Wife,. as. to leave no Means un- 
try'd, in order to obtain his Ends. With ſome 
Difficulty he prevailed, and growing ſtill the fond- 
er of her, he faw the three Months elapſe with 
no ſmall Satisfaction, ſuppoſing ſome Accident 
had befallen the Phyſician, and chat of Courle the 
Lady would become lawfully his, which ſhe alſo 


ſeem'd as earneſtly to deſire. It happen'd how- 
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ever otherwiſe. After four Months the Huſband 
return'd, and going haſtily into his'Laboratory, 
he there inſpected certain Glaſſes, flew into a 
dreadful Paſſion, cryed out, that he was abuſed, 
diſhonour'd, betray'd; that his Wife was an Adul- 
treſs, and the Mandarin a perfidious Villain ; he 
ſaid, that it was their foul Practices which hin- 
der'd the Angels from aſſiſting his Work; that 
her Father-in-law the Gaur, had diſcover'd it to 
him, and that he would go immediately to the 
Chineſe Court, and demand Satisfaction for ſo fla- 
grant an Injury. 

The Mandarin, who Kier the Conſequences 
ſuch an Accuſation would inevitably produce, en- 
deavoured by all Means he could deviſe to pa- 

cify him, which at length he brought about, and 
the Phyſician was contented to depart with his Wife 
and Servants, and a very large Satisfaction in 
Gold and Jewels, which ſhewed but too plain- 
ly what the Philoſopher's Stone was, of which 
He boaſted ſo much. Yet, which is not a little 
ſurprizing, even this Accident hath not been ſuf- 
ficient to free the Mandarin entirely from his Pro- 
yp to the occult Sciences. - So much ſtronger 
is a favourite Folly than Reaſon and * 
Put together. 
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LETTER YH 
LEANDER 4% CELADON. 


HAV, *. ſince my Return from my Father 8, 
| where 1 left all the Family in tolerable good 
Health, been favoured by Phaon with a Sight of 
ſeveral entertaining Letters, which were written 
during my Retirement there; and with which I 
have been exceedingly delighted. To fetch up 
loſt Time, permit me, dear Sir, without Apo- 
logy, to enter on the ſame Strain of Correſpon- 
dence; for to dwell on Compliments to a Perſon 
of your good Senſe, would inſtead of raiſing, 
moſt infallibly ſink me in your Opinion. In the 
Juſt Senſe of this, I quit the formal, for the uſeful _ 
Stile in Writing, and ſhall immediately give you 
my Thoughts on the Subject I am told you ex- 
preſſed ſome Deſire to ſee me handle, and this 
too, with that Freedom you require. To Friends 
we ſhould ſend Thoughts, to other Men Words, 
The Theme given me by Phaon, was this, to 
_ aſſign the Cauſes why this Iſland of ours hath not 
produced as great Men as Athens or Rome, ſince 
it ſeems to have poſſeſſed all thoſe Advantages, 
which are commonly looked upon as the Means 
by which thoſe Common-wealths roſe to ſuch a 
Height, and produced ſuch illuſtrious Citizens. 
8 offer my Sentiments ingenuoufly, I muſt confeſs, 
1 doybt whether the Caſe be as it is ſtated ; I 
"02 "IM doubt 
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doubt whether Athens or Rome ever produced Men 
unequalled by Perſons born in Britain; and on 
the other Hand, I much queſtion whether Britons 
may not be named, whom neither Greeks nor Ro- 
mans have equalled. I ſay 1 doubt this, for I 
have Senſe enough to know, that it very little 
becomes ſo young and fo unexperienced a Perſon 
as myſelf, to determine in ſueh a Point. 
Amongſt the Greeks I do not know a more ex- 
cellent, a more amiable Character than that of 
Xenophon ; he was a Philoſopher, an «Hiſtorian, 
and withal his own Hiſtorian ; he was indeed the 
Diſciple of Socrates, but he was the firſt ' of his 
_ Diſciples, and as a Captain, Hiſtory affords us no 
Account of his Superior, either in Courage or 
in Conduct. So admirable was his Talent in 
Writing, that he could have given Immortality 
to any whom he celebrated; ſo virtuous, ſo no- 
ble his Actions, that the bare Relation of them 
would be ſufficient to preſerve his Memory for 
ever. Yet illuſtrious as he is, I can name an 
Englih Man his Equal; Sir Walter Raleigh is the 
Man. Alike conſpicuous in Arms, and in Arts, 
he would have been the firſt Man in a Univerſi- 
ty, if he had confined himſelf to a ſtudious Life; 
but being too active for this, he became one "of 
the firſt Men in the Kingdom ; firſt, in all Sen- 
Fes, in the Cabinet, in the Camp, and in the 
Court; he was the cloſeſt Speaker in the Houſe of 
Commons, and the moſt accomplithed Gallant in 
the Queen's Drawing-Room. In a Word, wherever 
Sir Walter Raleigh was, he was the moſt conſidered ; 
his various Expeditions by Sea and Land, make 
him Xenophon's Equal as a Commander, his ele- 
gant Hiſtory of the World, ſets him on the Le- 
vel with him as a 9 his Conduct in his 
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Calamities, and that cool Courage with which he 
approached Death, raiſes him above Xenophon as a 
Philoſopher, and equals him en Socrates. 
You will admit that there is a ſtrong Similitude 


between theſe two Character 8, and that each of 


them is alike remarkable for Quickneſs of Parts, 
and which is very rare in ſuch Perſons, a juſt and 
ſteady Application. 

If the beſt of the Roman Writers was a proper 
Judge of Roman Merit, then ought we to conſi- 
der the elder Cato, as the oreateſt Man that Re- 
public ever produced; he was wiſe without affect- 
ing any Thing of that Sourneſs which too often 
abates the Reliſh we ſhould otherwiſe have for 
the Converſation of eminent Men : He had Wit, 
which was always inſtructive, as well as always 


agreeable, and with theſe Qualifications he had a 


Probity beyond Example; his Conduct was fo 


ſteady, that all Rome confeſſed, that whatever 


Cato did was right. He was conſiderable in the 
State, by dint of his great Paxts, but more ſo by 
the univerſal Opinion Men had. of his Integrity. 
Can human Nature aftord a more exalted Chara- 


er? I believe not, and yet I think Sir Thomas 


More was no Way his Interior. His Wiſdom and 


his Wir appear in his Writings, his Upright- 


neſs in the Uniformity of his Conduct. When 


he was a young and a private Man, he diſappoin- 


ted the wiſeſt of our Monarchs, aſſiſted by the 


ableſt Miniſtry in their Deſigns, by a Speech of 
his in the Houſe of Commons. He checked the 


Pride of Wolſey, when he was Speaker of the 


Houſe, though he was made Speaker through he 
Intereſt of the Court. He had ſo great a Reſpect 
to his own Conſcience, that he could” not kee 


his Maſter's long. He had ſo little Regard to 
- E e 4 : _ Life, 
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Life, that he choſe rather to part with his Head, 
than to depart even in Appearance from what he 
thought was right; ſo compoſed when he receiv'd 
Sentence, that he directed the Bench to proceed 
decently, and yet ſo unconcerned at the Moment 
of his Departure, that he jeſted at the Block; he 
was too wiſe to place his Heart on the Things of 
this Life, and too innocent to have any Ter- 
rors about that which was to come. | 
I ought next to give you ſome Inſtances of En- 
gli Men who are not to be equalled, either by 
Greeks or Romans; but this I chuſe to do in Con- 
verſation. At preſent I ſhall proceed in point- 
ing out what ſeem to me to be the Cauſes, why 
the Heroes of Greece. and Reme have a greater 
Reputation, and ſeem more conſiderable in the 
Eyes of the World, than Men of equal Worth 
and Virtue, who have flouriſhed in this Iſland; 
for though I am ſatisfied, that many of our An- 
celtars have as equitable a Title to Glory, as any 
of thoſe excellent Perſons whom you and all the 
World ſo much adfnire in the Works of Plutarcb, 
yet I readily confeſs, that the latter have a more 
general Repute, for which I think ſeveral Rea- 
ſons may be aſſigned. I ſhall very gladly hear 
any Thing that may be urged againit my No- 
tions, for: I ſpeak for Inſtruction Sake, and not 
out of any eſtabliſhed Prejudice in Favour of my 
Countrymen. 8 „„ 
All that we, know of the World before the 
Times of Chriſtianity, which are leſs than two 
thouſand Years, is derived to us from Greek and 
Latin Writers. The Story of the ancient Egyp- 
tians, Aſſyriens, Lydians, Medes, Perſians, are 
come to our Hands from Greek Hiſtorians, who 
have not ſcrupled to paint, as well as call __ 
7 þ TY” | Bay- 
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Barbarians, and to depretiate their Manners in 
order to advance their own. It is the ſame 


Thing with reſpect to the Romans, for after that 
Republic became the Miftreſs of the World, we 
know nothing of the Affairs of other Nations, 
but in Conſequence of the Relation they ſtood 
in to her; we need not wonder therefore, that 
Greeks and Romans appear to us ſuperior to all 
other People, becauſe we have no Repreſenta- 
tions of other People and of them, but from their 
own Pens. You know what the Lion's Anſwer 
was, on his being toid that there were no Statues 
repreſenting the Victories of his Species over 


Men; true, ſaid he, becauſe amongſt us Lions, 


we have no Statuaries. Do you think this is al- 


together unapplicable to the Matter before us? I 


am ſure if you do, a Moment's Recollection will 
make you change your Sentiment. The Greek 
and Latin Authors, if we examine them cloſely, 
will be found to charge each other with this Kind 
of Injuſtice, and therefore we may very ſafely go 
ſo far at leaſt as to diſtruſt both. 

Another Cauſe of the wide Extent of the 
Fame of theſe Heroes, lies in the Languages where- 


in it is preſerved. Theſe» are become univerſal, 


and of conſequence, the Subjects of which the 
treat are univerſally known. When we ſpeak of 


Learning in general, we mean the Greek and Latin 


Tongues, and the Knowledge of what is written 


-in them. This being ſo, we need not wonder at 
the mighty Difference there is between the Credit 


of their Heroes and ours. The Merit of Cæſar 


is alike known in Poland and in Britain, whereas a 


Man who ſhould talk of the Worth of Jaggelo here, 


or of Alfred there, inſtead of being liſtned to, 
would ſcarce be underſtood. It is the Style of 


Caſimer's 
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Cafimer's Odes, and their Alluſions to Roman 
Hiſtory, which make them read, and admired 
throughout Europe; as to the Poliſh Prelates and 
Statefmen, to whom they are addreſſed, no body, 
comparatively ſpeaking, enquires about them. 
Is not this catching the Prejudices of the Antients. 
Ought we not to do the ſame Juſtice to the Me- 
mories of Men who lived three hundred, as to 
thoſe who lived three and twenty hundred Years 
ago? Ought we to confine Virtues like Fruits, 
to certain Soils and Climates, or ought we to have 
any other Standard for Praiſe, than the Excellency 
of the Subject? As an Engl /bman, ſhall I repine 
that Fleury is not a Native o this Iſland ? or-ought 
the reft of the World to cry down Sir Laar 
Necoton, becauſe he has no Parallel? | 
To theſe, if my Letter was not already of an 

enormous Length, I could add many lighter 
Conſiderations, which contribute alſo to this ſeem- 
ing Difference, bur l flatter my ſelf I have already 
ſaid enough to bring you over to my Side of the 
Argument and if once I do that, your Penetra- 
tion and Learning will furniſh you . with a Va- 
riety of Reflections on this Subject, to which 1 
am a Stranger. T long to have your Deciſion on 
ſo curious and ſo important a Diſpute, and J con- 
feſs to you that my longing is ſo much the great- 
er, becauſe I ſhould then know whether you Look. . 
ed upon this Letter as filled with Reaſoning or 
with Dreams. To me your Approbation or your 
Correction will be alike agreeable. I ſhould not 
be more delighted with your 'owning me in the 
Right, than with your convincing me that T am | 
in the Wrong. Truth is all in all ; we are happy 
if we have her, and happy in having her brought 
do Us. | r 
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I have ſcarce left myſelf Room to tell you how 


enſible I am of the numerous Obligations you 
have heaped upon me, and how thoroughly I am 
perſuaded that you do not ſo much as expect 
Thanks for all you have done; but, Sir, how much 
ſoever you hate Flattery, you muſt give me leave 


to be grateful, and to glory in the Stile of, 
Your 1 


and moſt devoted Servant, 


LEANDER 


LETTER Valk. 
CELADON to PHAON. 


Return you the Book you ferit me, which I 

have read with a great deal of Satisfaction. I 
was. very ſenſible that we had not thrown away 
our Time while we were in the Country, but I 
muſt confeſs, till I read your Collection, I did 
not think we had ſpent. it ſo well. I perfectly 
approve of your preſerving our Letters in the 
Manner you have done, and I think you have 
ſtruck out perſonal Particularities with great Judg- 
ment. It always was my. Opinion, and I appre- 
hend J intimated as much to you before, that a 
genuine Collection of Engliſh Letters might prove 
as inſtructive and entertaining as any Thing of a 
like Kind in another Language. Without Queſ- 
tion it had been better, if your poetical Eſſays 


2 had 
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had been entirely finiſhed, and yet had you ſtaid 
for that, perhaps intervening Accidents might 
have put the Thing entirely out of your Head. 
It is very likely they will be finiſhed next Summer, 
and yet it is very poſſible they may not. As you 
manage it, the Variety is greater, and conſe- 
quently fo is the Entertainment, than if they had 
been finiſhed already. If therefore the Friend you 
mention concurs with you in Opinion, I, for my 
Part, have no Objection to their being committed 
to the Preſs. I have no Idea of depriving others 
of a Pleaſure which it is in my Power to com- 
municate, and as you have taken Care to conceal 
'our Names, there 1s no Evil, as I apprehend, can 
attend their Publication. However, conſult the 
reſt of our Friends, and do nothing without their 
Confent, at leaſt, nor if poſſible, without their 
Approbation. 1 

We are buſied here in packing up, intending 
next Week to return to London. I have a good 
deal of Buſineſs to do, but do not intend this as 
an Excuſe for any long Silence. As I ſhall there 
have greater Conveniencies in conſulting Men and 
Books, I purpoſe ſometimes ro trouble you with 
more regular Epiſtles than I have hitherto written. 
There are various Subjects which fall more na- 
turally into the Converſe of Friends, than under 
the Deciſion even of Miſcellaneous Authors. I 
could point out many of theſe, but that to you 
I know it would be unneceſſary. However, ſince 
we are upon this Topic, and I have my Pen in 
my Hand, I fancy it will not be altogether amiſs 
if I communicate to you ſome Obſervations I have 
made with the ſame Freedom Fey role, in my own 


Mind. The Miſtakes of one an, 5775 the 


indirect Cauſes of another's Wiſdom. We ſome- 


times 
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times owe good Writers to the Appearance of bad 
Writings. It there had been no ſuch Poets as 
Ogilby, Flecknoe, or Shadwell, we ſhould never 
have ſeen the fineſt Satyr in the Enghſb Language. 
If many Things had not been written falſely con- 
cerning the Civil War, the great Earl of Claren- 
don would not have made it the Buſineſs of the 
beſt Part of his Life, to ſet it in its true Light. 
As on the other Hand, had not this Hiſtory 

been ſcurrilouſly attacked, Poſterity had wanted 
thoſe indubitable Proofs of its Authenticity, and 
that valuable, ſhall I ſay, or invaluable Vindication, 
which fell from the Pen of a certain eloquent Pre- 
late in Exile. 
Friends may be uſeful to each other, by com- 
municating freely their Diſcoveries as to Books. 
It frequently happens that a very wretched Per- 
formance paſſes through various Editions, and 
maintains its Reputation, which at firſt was ſtollen, 
longer than' an Author of real Merit. For Inſtance, 
many voluminous Collections of the Quack Sal- 
mon, have been, and ftill are current in the World, 
merely for want of being properly expoſed. A 
Man not. well verſed in Arts may be eafily de- 
ceived by one of his ſpecious Title Pages, and 
when he has read over a Load of antiquated Lum- 
ber, may fancy he knows ſomething of Painting, 
Chymiſtry, Phyſic, though he is in Fact more 
ignorant than he was before. On the other Hand, 
there are not a few excellent Books, which are 
Toft, and buried in Oblivion, for want of being 
properly taken Notice by ſuch as diſcover and 
_ taſte their Beauties. Let me put you in Mind of 
 Hakewill on divine Providence, an old Folio, I 
ſhewed you at the Beginning of the Summer, 
which, if either ſound Senſe, or deep Learning 
= | could 
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could recommend to univerſal Eſteem, would not 
be ſo little known as it is. There was a Deſign 
ſer on Foot ſome Years ago, which would have 
perfectly anſwered this purpoſe. I mean the 
Britiſh Librarian, of which however, there is but 
one Volume, though nothing in that kind was 
ever ſo well received. If its Author, who is of 
all Men living, the moſt capable, would purſue 
and perfect this Plan, he would do equal Juſtice 
to the Living, and to the Dead. )But till this 1s 
done, ſuch Notices as I ſpeak: of, will be equally 
uſeful and entertaining, will prevent our. loſing 
Time in reading bad Books, and procure us the 
Pleaſure of Reading many that are good, which 
otherwiſe might never have come to our Hands. 
The Memoirs of living Perſons, and of ſuch 
as are lately dead, affords a judicious Man fre- 
quent Opportunities of writing both uſeful and 
pleaſant Letters. Something on this Kind Iſhew- 
ed you 1 8 Letter on the Death of Sir Richard 
Stee/e,, Who, though he Was not without Failings, 
as indeed what Man is without them, had ten 
Times more real Merit, than ſome of his Contem- 
Poraries who have been cried up to the Skies mere- 
ly becauſe; they had a little better Fortune. Had 
any. Care. of this Sort been taken about the cele- 
brated Author of Hudibras, we had not ſeen ſuch 
wretched Accounts of him, as have been lately 
publiſhed: . own it gives me very great Concern 
ken 1 ſee, . thoſe who have contributed to make 
Mankind wiſer and better, laid in their Grave 
without Diſtinction, as if they had done nothing 
Penn Remembrance; whereas he who has had a 
Share in knocking o'the Head twenty thouſand 
Men, or without any Sharers has acquired as 
gauany: thouſand ha; 18 tranſmitted to Poſterity 


AS 
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as a very remarkable Man, though Poſterity reaps 
nothing from his Labours. One well written 
Page, or the Example of one remarkable upright 
Action, is of more real Uſe to the Public, than 
all the fine Things that adorn ſome modern Monu- 
ments: I could mention, How much ſoever a Friend 
of our laughs at the Obituary I once ſhew' d, you, 
it {till appears to me a very uſeful thing, and L 
would freely give a hundred Pounds to have it con- 


tinued, though in no better a ſtile, dor, another 
forty Fears, ily pov en 
All remarkable n * Vkewike la 
Place in ſuch a Correſpondence. Not very ns 
ago we had an Account of ſome prodigious ſub- 
terrancous Diſcgveries which were made by a Sur- 
geon not far from Paris, I think it was at Montes 
mart, but I believe few People know what is be- 
come of them, | We had likewiſe a Rumour of a 
City found under Ground at no great Diſtance from 
8 but this was never e 
Whereas the Tale wWwe had many Tears ago of a 
uninhabited City in Tartary, ſtumbled upon — 
ſome of the Czar's. Subjects, was reduced into a 
diſtinct and clear Memoir, which will always re- 
main a Curioſity, and to which no reaſonable Man 
can refuſe Credit. The Reſult of our Intelligence 
in Journies, Converſations with Fravellers, or 
other accidental Diſcoveries, may well be referred 
to this Head, and ought always to be committed 
to riting, ahd' ſent to our Friends, that as far as 
may be, no real Point of Knowledge ſhould be 
in ons, 3 of Oblivion through our Careleſsneſs. 
The laſt Thing I ſhall take Notice of. is our 
Doubts or Incertainties about Perſons, Things, 
Paſſages in Books, or whatever elle exerciſes che 
Underſtanding. If theſe were communicated from 


one 
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one Friend to another, they would be much ſoon- 
er and more certainly cleared up, than by our 
vexatious Enquiries, according as either Chance 
or Opportunity directs us. There are none but 
weak People who look upon it as an Imputation 
to acknowlege their Ignorance of any Thing 
how dark or obſcure ſoever, though there are cer- 
tainly many Points in which the wiſeſt Men muſt 
be at a Loſs, and in which perhaps they might be 
helped out by Perſons far leſs wiſe. If I miſtake 
not, Oſborn ſomewhere obſerves that the famous 
Chancellor Bacon, converſed with much Eaſe, 
with all Kinds of Mechanics about their own 
Employments. He could never have done this, 
if he had been aſhamed of enquiring into ſuch 
Things as he deſired to be acquainted with. 
Doubts are in moſt Caſes the Grounds of Science, 
and he who has never experienced them, though 
he may believe many T ws can however know 
but very few. 
Farewell, dear Phaos, pay my Reſpe&s to your 
Family, and to all our Friends, and be aſſured 
that there is no Man who either wiſhes you better, 
or would more readily contribute to whatever might | 
a ow —_—_— than {4 
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into Italy. Recapitulation of former Intimacies. 

Letter III. Hilario zo Philintus. 

We ſhould not blame Friends on Conjecture. Plea- 
Jant Story of a Poliſh Monk. Danger of quitting 
ſolid for lighter Studies. 

Letter IV. Philintus fo Hilario. | 
* Every Nation ought to purſue the Views pointed out 
by Providence. Deſcription of Amſterdam. 
Remarks upon its Grandeur, Trade and Riches. 
Letter V. Hilario 7 Philintus. 

Account of a Journey to Naples. Pleaſant Story 
of Pope Innocent XI. Remarkable Accident in 
4 Conclave. . g 

ener VI. Philintus to Hilario. 

Deſcription of Stockholm. Account of the Copper 
Mines in Sweden. And thoſe of Silver in the 
ſame Country. 
| Letter VII. Hilario 2 Philintus. 

A View of the City of Naples. Particular Deſcrip- 
tion of the Charter-Houſe there. And a ſhort 
Hiſtory of the Mounts of Piety, or legal Lumber 


OL 
Letter VIII. Philintus 20 Hilario. 

| Your ney to Lapland. Diſtinf Account of that Coun- 

ity. And a very impartial one of its Inhabitants. 
Letter IX. Hilario 70 Philintus. 

An odd Story of a Criminal in the Inquiſition at 
Rome. A impartial Account of that Tribunal. 
A Strange Story ef a Turkiſh Slave. Another of 
a pretended Magician at Naples. | 

Letter X. Philintus fo Hilario. 

Voyage from Amſterdam to Archangel. Fair Ac- 
count of their ſelling Winds in Iceland. Brief 
State of the Muſcovite Empire. Reflections on 
11 Government. Conjecture to its future Condition. 


ver 


2 * 


: N Ty 
CO@ONTERN 
Letter XI. Hilario to Philintus. 


Of the. Neapolitans, their Government, Cuſtoms, 


&c. Cauſes of the Depravity of their Manners. 
Hau of the like in other Nations. | 
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B O 0 K III. 
Letter I. Florimond to Phaon. : 


92 


An Enquiry into the Nature of true Patriotiſm. 


Remarks on Travels. Strange Effects of Love. 
Letter HI. Phaon e 8 

The Folly of being Peeviſh. Qualities of true Friend- 
. wp Sickneſs ſometimes a greater Good than 
-" F——_ - 


_ © "Letter III. c to Phaon. 

No Condition of Life ſecure from Accidents. Bufi- 
neſs not to be reconciled to a ſtudious Temper. 
Love of Retirement, a ſtrong Paſſion. 

Letter IV, Eliza 10 Florimond. 
Paſt Misfortunes afford preſent Pleaſure. Some 


Account of a Treatiſe ſtiled the Philoſophy of 
Love. Vanity a mean Vice. 


Letter V. Florimond to Celadon. 

Some Evils are not to be remedied. Yet they are 
not inſupportable. There connot be a ſtronger 
Proof of Wiſdom and Courage than bearing them 
with. Patience. | 

Letter VI. Phaon 10 Celadon. _. 

An Active Life far from being unpleaſant. It is 4 
Weakneſs to repine at our Circumſtances, which 
are ſeldom or never ſo bad as we fancy them. 

Letter VII. Sophia zo Emelia. 


A Scheme for bringing her Mother to Reaſon. 


Letter VIII. Emelia io Phan. 

The Story of Leander. Remarks on haſly Marri- 
ages, Children apt to be * Ble My their Duty 
too late. | Letter 25 


©. 3 
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Letter IX. Eliza 10 F 1 


Leos of Clarinda's Marriage. Frugal Loi are 


- ſometimes unjuſtly cenſured. 
Letter X. Celadon 70 Florimond:. 

TR Effects of Phaon's Letter. Strange Turn in 
his Affairs. A Eſtate a Truſt depaſi bred by 
Providence. 

Letter XI. Phaon 70 Florimond. 

Hiſtory of Leander and Lucinda. Love Marriages 

not always unhappy. Reflections on that Subject. 

| Letter XII. Sophia 70 Eliza. 

Detail of Family Affairs. Change in Clarinda's Man- 
ners on her Marriage. Wiſdom in Wives to con- 
yore themſelves to the Conditions of their Husbands. 

Letter XIII. Florimond 7 Phaon. 

Friends are ſometimes apt to heighten favourable Cir- 
cumſtances, and to throw a Shade over ſuch as 

are not ſo. Love does not alter, but heightens, 
and improves the Genuis. Example of this in 
Hippolytus and Clarinda. 

Letter XIV. Celadon to F lorimond. 


An agreeable View of a rural Oeconomy. Bufineſs 


becomes daily more agreeable, when once a Man 


applies himſelf to it. Free Thoughts. on Friendſhip, 
Letter XV. Leander 70 Celadon. 


A Letter of grateful Acknowledement. Free Remarks 
enn Mankind. 9 with Country News. 


BOOK IV. 
Letter I. Phaon 7o Celadon. Ig 
Leander ell filled in the Saxon Language. A 
Scheme for writing a compleat Hiſtory of Engliſh 


Poetry. Copious Plan of ſuch a Work. 
9; Letter II. Leander to Celadon. 


Obſervations on the antient Britiſh Poetry. Mn 


tberecf. Anotber near 1200 Tears old. 
| 4 | Letter 


- . — — 2 1 . ft 
. & 


C r D N 
Letter III. Celadon 10 Leander. 

Folly of ſtudying the Antiquity of other Nations, and 
being ignorant of our own. Agreement between 
the Manners of the preſent Highlanders, aud the 
old Britons. Obſervations on that Subject. 

Letter IV. Leander 10 Celadon. | 
Hiſtory of the Saxon Poetry, A Specimen thereof. 
Inſtances of all the Beauties admired in antient 
and modern Poets in Saxon Odes. 
Letter V. Phaon 1 Leander. 
The Lapland Odes in the Spectator, truly Tranſla- 
| lions. Some Account of a curious Book of Dray- 
ton's. Prudence and Truth, a Fable. Ver ſes 8 
a Jeſuit on the Death of his Cat. 
Letter VI. Leander 10 Celadon. 
. tory of the Daniſh Poetry. Remarks upon its 
ſingular Spirit. Two Specimens. 

Letter VII. Celadon 20 Phaon. 

Hiſcellaneous Obſervations on Poetry. Remarks on 
© Mllegorick Poems. An Indian Tale. A Poem 
in the Stile of Phædrus. Tranſlation thereof. 

Letter VIII. Leander 7 Phaon. 
Account of Family Affairs. Great Uſe of Melancholly. 
Free Thoughts on various Subjetts. 
Letter IX. Phaon 70 Celadon. 
Remarks on the foregoing Letters. Story of Cardinal de 
Fleury. Several Poems fen various Languages. 
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Letter I. Florimond fo. Phaon. 
N. hen one good Deſign is at a Stand, we ought to 


project another. Plan of 9 a one. Hi Nor; 77 
Boadicea, @ Britiſh Queen, 


— 


Letter II. Phan to Florimond. 
Method of reading Engliſh Hiſtory, Uſefulneſs of 
this Study. Hiſtory of Sigibert, King of the Eaſt 
Angles. | | Letter 


2 IK r n . B+ 3 2 3 1 . 
r . 8 n * A * 8 
5 W a * * par 5 vs — p 3 4 «= # AE + 08 5 4 7 - 
bo 1 — r NN 8 * R — £5 
I. 3 : 2 * L 6 ſv 8 7 = 
+ _ 7 ©. + AF ? 
*% 7 n * * 5 * 2 j 
2 3 wo 
4 # * _— 
7 3 


| # Nory and Character of Mr. Teſty. 


TENT E N T 8. 
Lettter III. Celadon 7 Florimond. 


err of detach'd Hiſtories. Rules for —_— thene, 


ee of TR” Roſa mond. 
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BOOK vi. 
Letter I. Theodorus to Celadon. 


Thanks for a late Viſit. The Philoſophy of bearing 


Mlictions. Pathetic Application. 
+ 7 Eerer II. Sophia to Eliza. 
Superiority of female Education. Remarkable 5. tory 
of a Divine who married a Shrew. Maxims in 
feminine Policy, 
Letter III. Phaon 70 Celadon. 
Obſer vati- 
on on Humouriſts. The Legend of Poverty. 
Letter IV. Florimond to Celadon. 


| All the Race of Mankind equal by Nature. 7 hat 


Notion examined and 2 Hiſtory of Chams 
This Emperor of China. 
Letter V. Theodorus 7 Florimond. 
Of the Nature of Credulity and Incredulity. The 
latter as ſhameful as the former. | Rules for. a- 
voiding both, 
: Letter VI. Phaon to Veisdon. | 
Men much the fame in. all Ages and Places. Proofs 
of this. The Wiſe Man's Folly, a Chineſe Story. 
Letter VII. Leander 2 Celadon. 0 
ba Heroes, as eminent as thoſe of antient Greece, 


and Rome. Parallel between Xenophon and 
_ Sir Walter Raleigh. Ard bereyeen Cato and : 
. T. More. ; 


Letter VIII. Ccladon 70 een "A? 
5 the intended Publicatton of theſe Letters. Of 
the Benefits flowing from 400% e 
\ ence. | apy R Oz ©? 
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